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TV: GOOD TO BE ° 





Churchill Memoirs 


Via Le Vien, Ex-Colonel With Ike 


London, June 2. 

Motion picture and television 
rights to the six-volume memoirs 
of Sir Winston Churchill have been 
essigned to Jack Le Vien, a colonel 
on Gen. Eisenhower's staff during 
the war and a top news-documen- 
tary expert. 

The deal was finalized during 
Sir Winston’s visit to N. Y. sev- 
eral weeks ago, after he nad bern 
the guest of President Eisenhower 
in Washington. Formal closing is 
set for later this month. 

(Tracked down in Gotham, Le 
Vien confirmed the arrangement, 
but refused to add much detail 
He did say that the first project 
based on the memoirs would be a 
television series consisting of 39 
halfhour or fulihour segments. /t’ll 
be produced by Le Vien and will 
use Churchill-written narrative.) 

Plan is to have several well- 
known international personalities, 
who played important roles in 
Churchill's life, narrate the vari- 
ous films. The series is expected to 
roll in the early fa’l. 

It will consist both of newsreel 
and documentary footage and of 
material specially shot to reenact 
given instances in Churchill's life. 
One of the provisions in Le Vien’s 
contract with the British leader is 
that there will pe no actor portray- 
ing the now-aged statesman. 

Le Vien, who is 40, is director of 
special productions at Hearst 

(Continued on page 40) 


‘Let Him Rave, 
But Ken Tynan 
Almost Didn't 


The Broadway season of 1958-59 
can now be classified as official. 
Not only did it come to a statistical 
end last Saturday (30), but the 
final weeks brought the inevitable 
manager-talent skirmish against 
the critics. There was no barrage 
or open attack, however—merely 
an attempted ambush and a flurry 
of sniping 

The only tangible move was an 
attempt by co-producer David 
Merrick to bar New Yorker mag 
critics Kenneth Tynan from the 
opening of “Gypsy.” The effort 
failed, however, and Merrick re- 
lented after Leland Hayward, his 
partner in the production, pro- 
tested the tactic and offered Tynan 
his own (Hayward's) personal pre- 
miere tickets. 

Tynan, who has been scribing as 
the New Yorker’s reviewer on a 
guest basis, on leave from the 
London Observer, planed to Eng- 
land the day after the “Gypsy” 
opening and could not be reached 

(Continued on page 61) 
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MORE WORK FOR 
ACTORS, WE 


By ART WOODSTONE 


having 


for Television 
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‘REDISCOVERED’ CHAPLIN 


Television is “live” 





After several years of commer- | ing reversal of the two-year trend 
cial obscurity, Charles Chaplin is | toward telefilm, but there will be 
heading for Broadway again. | enough of a swing toward live aud 
United Artists, in an unusual | kindred video tape programming 
move, is planning to transfer the|to give heart to the American 
| “Modern Times” reissue from the Federation of Television & Radiv 

eastside Plaza Theatre to the As-| Actors, several bigtime writers who 
|tor on Broadway sometime in mid- | once defected from tv, plus a num- 
‘ June. ber of other people in the industry 

Picture is now in its 5th week; Furthermore, certain character- 
at the Plaza and doing big busi-|istics of the trend back to live 
|ness. That’s what convinced the | video were designed to have an 
|UA brass that Broadway exposure | ameliorating effect on Washington 
| may be in order, “Modern Times,” | and that articulate public minority 
| made in 1936, is being released via | which has damned video. 

;Lopert Films, UA’s foreign tilm/ And this is not all. 
| subsid. tisers are favoring live video, if 





TERS 


RACE TO THES SO ee 


More adver- 


There hasn't been a Chaplin film 
on Broadway since 1952, when 
(Continued on page 63) 


‘Magazines Will Be Heard 
From As Trend to Disks 
On Paper Keeps Growing 


The trend to incorporating pa- 
per laminated disks into maga- 





only because most video specials, 
which seem to fit Madison Ave.’s 
llatest merchandising needs, are 
| done live. It’s these specials which 
| are creating the many new jobs for 
| members of AFTRA and some of 
these self same specials which are 


ithe reason for renewed interest 


by tv's onetime writing strongmen. | 


lit appears to be rather a phenome- 
j}non, this mating of commercial 
demands and aesthetic dictates. 

| Backbone of the new live pro- 
gramming is the specials, some 


zines is growing Sparked by the} - ; : 
click of the Sonorama read-listen | es pape nyt om = 
publication in France, a similar | USC’. my oe , 


idea has been used in this coun- | (Continued on page 40) 


try with Echo mag and is now 


moving into the hi-fi mag market | e 
with a new publication, Living | 
Music, due to hit the stands next | €xicahl S 


Up Press; Bad 





Alan Gillespie, the publisher, 
has lined up deals with several 
major disk companies to use their 
disk material in his new mag. 
Since Gillespie has agreed not to 
use more than one minute of any 
number, the diskers figure that his 
mag will be a promotional medium 
for the longplay disks, both in the 
pop and ionghair field. The disked 
|exeerpts will be used to illustrate Mexico City, June 2. 
text material. Director Emilio Fernandez, 

Gillespie has obtained royalty; Called “el Indio” (The Indian), for 
releases from most of the publish-| Obscure reasons, suddenly bégan 
ers on using pop material. The | throwing lead at four newspaper- 
American Federation of Musicians|™men who came to welcome him 
is expected to okay Gillespie's of- | back from Cannes Film Festival, 
fer to make additional payments to|and to obtain material for their 
the union for use of the music. | respective papers, 

Gillespie, who has been active in| Outcome: three flustered news- 
the laminated disk field via a see- | Papermen artfully dodging a blast- 
hear postcard business, plans to | ing .38 and one less fortunate who 
use three disks in each issue, which | received a chest flesh wound. 

has a 714-by 812-inch format with} Reasons for the bullet barrage 
a hole in the center. It will sel] | are hidden in a maze of conflicting 
for 75c on the newsstands reports. You can take your pick 

Meantime, it’s understood that | Of the following: 

Time magazine is planning to use | . 
the laminated paper disks in the|im general and, with all more or 
future. The excellent fidelity and |!¢ss in their cups, Fernandez took 





By EMIL ZUBRYN 





laminated paper platters are open- | ™embers of the press. 

ing new possibilities for a mag like| ‘2) Fernandez, after far too 

Time which could include excerpts} ™@ny tequilas, allegedly beg 

of topical speeches, in conjunc-| S0bbing and ranting about the “in- 
| (Continued on page 63) 


vegan 





tion with regular printed material. 


For His Career 


(1) Talk turned to film matters | 


simplicity of manufacture of the |€xception to ironic views of the | 


LIVE’ AGAIN 





+ 
| 
| 








‘TITLE RACE MEANS 


BIG MAFIA SPLASHIA 


Hollywood, June 2. 

| The Mafia is coming in for some 
studio hassling, in a new wave of | 
title protests to hit the Motion 
Picture Assn. over similar and | 
identical registrations. Beefs in- 
dicate that a varied number of 
filmmakers have plans te cash in 
on the Apalachin meeting. 

Frank Melford and Warner 
Bros. protested Edward Small’s 
registration of “Inside the Mafia” 
and “Mafia Exposure,” as compet- 
itive to their registered “Mafia” 


(Continued on page 61) | 


| 
j 





Swedish ‘Space Opera’ 
Just That: Mortals Flee 
Earth, But Get Les 


By FREDERIC FLEISHER 
Stockholm, June 2 

Sunday (31) night at the Royal | 
Opera House here was presented a 
fascinating, fantastic and frighten- 
ing opera dealing with man’s fu- 
ture. “Aniara” pictures humanity 
at the point where science has dis- 
tanced ethics to make life a night- 
mare. Refugees are running away 
in space-ships, crowded and hys- 
terical. | 
The world's first “space opera” 
of atomic age opened to the ac- 
claim of critics and audience. Cre- 
ated by Swedish composer Karl- 
Birger Blomdahl and poet Erik 
Lindegren, the work is based on a 
200-page poem by another Swedish | 
poet, Harry Martinson, a member | 
of the Swedish Academy, which | 
selects the Nobel Prize in litera- | 
| 

j 

| 

| 


ture. 

Marking the probable high point 
in the Stockholm music. festival 
ends June 13) and one of the most 
;}important opera events of Sweden 
in this century, “Aniara” visua-} 
lizes a world of poisoned atmos- 
| phere. 

A mass emigration to Venus and 
Mars is under way. Enormous 
space ships, Crammed with panic- 
stricken people seeking new homes, 
are dispatched regularly to these 
planets. When the curtain rises on 
act one space ship Aniara has been | 
on its way from earth for a cou- 
|ple of days. Weird and desolute 
music suggests the endless space 
and an ice-blue circle against a 
dark background surrounds life on 
|board. You see the ghost-like sil- 
houettes of the people singing 
longingly and mournfully about 
|the earth they have left behind. 

Scene 2 takes place a week later. 
It is Midsummer Eve on earth. The 
|space travelers expect to reach 
| Mars on the following day. Sven 
| Ericson (Professor at the Royal 
{ (Continued on page 63) \ 





| One 


|} zon 


| resentative 


| the gap. 


| Star 
|ingly well known. 


US. Features For iron Curtain TV; 
Sold Sans State Dept. Sanction 


r’ 
? 


The first pix-to-tv deal behind 
the Iron Curtain has been chalked 
up by Columbia Pictures’ subsid, 
Screen Gems. 

SG sold a package of 59 old fea- 
tures for telecasting in Poland. 
pic, “Le Plaisir,” a French 
film controlled by Columbia, was 
sold for telecasting in Czecho- 
slovakia. 

The 59 cinematics represent a 
general crosssection of “A” pix 
sold to tv by SG. There are mel- 
lers, comedies, westerns and crime 
pix in the group sold to Poland. 

Titles include “Mr. Deeds Goes to 
to Town,” “Relentless,” “Dead 
Reckoning,” “Johnny O'Clock,” 
“Keeper of the Bees,” “It Hap- 
pened One Night,” “Lost Hori- 
’ “Texas,” “My Sister Eileen,” 
“Once Upon a Time,” “The Des- 
* and 
Sons.” ; 

Deal is not a swap deal as of- 


fered consistently .by the Soviet 
Union, but a cash-on-the-line ar- 
rangement. Polish and Czech 


deals were negotiated by George 
Blavg, SG’s European sales rep- 
who headquerters in 
Paris 

Deals, made through SG's 
French subsid, were made without 
U. S. State Dept. consultations. 
Unlike theatrical pix «eading for 
Iron Curtain countries, there was 
no clearance of titles by the United 
States Imformation Agency. They 
were deals calling for a down pay- 
ment in the form of a guarantee, 
with other payments keyed to ex- 
posure of the pix. 


Buying Up OSeas 
Films for US. TV 
Playoff in Dub 


With an eye to the future, in- 
terests both in the U. S. and in 
Europe are beginning to buy up 
older European features for even- 
tual sale to American television, 

The pictures are being picked up 
cheaply and are earmarked for 
dubbing over the next couple of 
years 

Reasoning is that, by that time, 
U. S. television will suffer from a 
great shortage of feature product, 
and that the dubbed imports will 
come in mighty handy in filling 
Also, there's little doubt 
that there’s now a wider accept- 
ance of foreign films, which is like- 
ly to keep growing, and overseas 
names will become increas- 


While returns from dubbed for- 
eign pix on tv are comparatively 
small, the “need of the hour” is 
seen likely to bring them up as 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Miami Beach’s Damp Welcome Mat 
Strong Competition for DJ Powwow; 
Formula Radio Coes Through Wringer 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Miami Beach, June 2. 

The Second Annual Disk Jockey 
Convention was drowned out in 
the roar of Florida's light green 
surf 

Staged in the Americana Hotel 
here. over last weekend (28-31), 
the convention of the nation’s dee- 
contrast to 


jays was in striking 

the gathering in Kansas City last 
year. The intellectual vitality, 
high serieusness and broad par- 


ticipation of the jockeys in Kansas 
City just melted away in the hot 
Miami sun 





Dan Rice Saga Due 











Dan Rice, a clown who was paid 
$1,000 a week 120 years ago, is the 
hero of a new volume by Don Carle 
Gillette and Ralph Hancock to be 
published by Julius Messner Inc 
Title: “Bigger Than Barnum.’ 

A favorite of Lincoln’s, some 80 
newspapers joined in a gag “boom 
ing” of Rice for president in 1868 
long before the Democrat conven 
tions of the 1920’s voted for Wil! 
Rogers. 





Pare! discussions were pitted in 
an uneven battle with the Amer- 
jieana’s pool and beach and came 
out. 2 bedraggled second. The} 
most successful forums drew 150 | 
interested —e the average 
was around 7 One key discus- | 
sion, te Ms ‘the formation of | 
national disk jockey organization, | 
flopped in a dismal turnout of 
some 60 persons, at least half of 
whom were not jockeys. 

The various disk companies, who 
picked up the deejays’ tab for 
meals, also played an instrumental 
role in undermining the meeting. 
Via their hospitality suites, they 
provided around-the-clock lubri- 
eating stations, Some of the in- 
die diskeries provided stronger 
forms of recreation and gave the 


Rice lived until 1900. Gillette 
vet tradepaper editor, has been 
res“arching the clown for 35 years 


Nippon Show Biz 
A Lot of Greek 
To Bill Gaxton 


By JAVYE JAMPEL 


Tokyo, May 26. 
As far as visitor William Gax- 
ton is concerned, Japanese stage 





jockeys their most painful morn- | attractions might as well all be in 


ing-after hangover: 
of combatting a spicy yarn in the 
Miami News which might possibly 
reach their folks and bosses back 


e. 
See Different ’60 Scale 
It was clear that the Todd Storz 
radio chain, organizers of the dee- 
(Continued on page 46) 


June Havoc Takes Bows 





the problem | 


Yiddish. 

Vacationing in the Far East, 
Gaxton made the rounds of Tokyo 
theatres and has been pleased and 
sometimes astonished by what he 
saw, but, he lamented to Varrerty, 
“Once in a while they should kind 
of explain the gag.” 

He related his ignorance of tlie 
verbal exchanges on the local 
boards to the days when he was 
breaking records at the Palace 
with Lou Holtz. It seems that 
Holtz would deliver a line in Yid- 





On Supermarket Circuit 


To Ballyhoo ‘Early Havoc’ 


By LEONARD TEAUBE 
The old and revered literary tea | 
in behalf of authors may be giving | 
way to the Supermarket Special. 


June Havoc’s lately discovered cup | 


of tea is life and lettuce ‘the green 
kind) among the grocery chains. 
The triple-threat—pictures, legit, 
_ television—actress was being 
“rushed into duty by her publishers, 
Simon & Schuster, to give her all 
for “Early Havoc,” her vaudeville 
and marathon dance autobiography 
which brings ner to the age of 14 
ireveiwed in May 20 Variety). 
When “Gypsy,” the musical ver- 
sion of sister Gypsy Rose Lee’s 
book, was receiving critical kudos 
upon its opening at the Broadway 
Theatre (21), Miss Havoc’s own 
contribution to belles-lettres was 
hitting the bookstalls. She had 
seen the tryout in Philadelphia, 
which had to suffice until she 
(Continued on page 61) 


dish and the audience would how! 
The non-Semitic Gaxton would 
| then have to ask what was going 
| on. 

Gaxton pointed out that with the 
| furious constructing and prepara- 
| tions being made here to lure the 
tourist, some thought should be 
| Siven to making the stage and 
cabaret attractions more compre- 
hensible to foreign ears. 

“They're singing American tunes 
and dancing American dances, but 
they don’t let you in on the deal,” 
Gaxton said. “And they don’t 
give the Americans credit for it 
either. Generally it’s Gershwin 
or Porter. 
songs,” said the man who intro- 
duced such standards as “Who 
Cares?”, “Love Is Sweeping the 
Country,” “Thou Swell” and “You 
Do Something to Me.” 

Gaxton proposed that financial 
regulations be relaxed to permit 
American talent to come to Japan. 
“The Japanese would get a bang 

(Continued on page 61) 
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| Marsh, Lillian Kallir. 


| signed to Thomas J. Brandon, prez 


All I hear are my: 


| livering a continuous supply of 1 


'Rudel Heads English 
Lingo Opera; Chautauqua’s 





London's Tm Panners Spoofed 





* London, June 2 
y Ra f th A Paddy Roberts, one of Britain's top tunesmiths (he wrote “Soft- 
Mixed 2 0 ¢ rts ly, Softly” among other click pops) les turned out a slim, amus- 
Chautauqua, N. Y., June 2. ing book of verse called “Tin Pan Alley” (Coram, 70c) which 
Juies Rudel, impresario ef the; lightly kicks the pants of the pop music world. 
N. Y. City Center Opera, will con- His general approach to his subject is contained in a verse 
duct six operas in English for the “People ) ape Cole Porter 
opera segment of the annual chau- Didn’t orter 
taugua season, They are: “The And copying Noel Coward 
Taming of The Shrew” (Gianini); Shouldn't be alloward. 
‘Butterfly’ (Puccini); “Wuthering Similarly, you're a poor sort of flatterer 
Heights” (Carlisle Floyd); “Rigol- If you imitate Frank Sinatterer. 
leto” Verdi “Bartered Bride” And ti ho try, like me, to do an Ogden Nash of it 
Smetana); and “Brigadoon” (Ler- Always a hash of it” 
r-Loewe).  ceneenerneemm es a : 





ul ee gy ee City | Ballet’ s $57,000 Week 


t 
ly 5-Aug. 3 he -an- 
duly ; Aug. 50. In the mean . City Center Ballet grossed 


Wan Morse Hits 
| Fil and Music 


Rudel is in Europe follow- | : 
ing closing of the _Ford- sponsored wise 0 last week at its home base 
American opera n Manhat-|in Manhattan. Will top that fig 
tan lat present pace, this week. 
hantai } thic ceasr - 1 ] | 
Chautauqua : eason will of | Japanese In ial Household 


fer four symphonic concerts week- 
ly under Walter Hendl, plus cho- 
rales under Paul J. Christiansen 
and a varied program of chamber | 


musice—Mischakoff “pis Oza" | New Act in Auckland; 
ll be Carola Goya |} ° . 
Robert Joftrey| Comedian Barry Linehan 
As Talking Newspaper’ 


troupe is a guest o1 
rently. 


ganization ct 





Dance items w 
and Matteo and 
troupe 

Stock company will offer the fol- 


lowing legit pieces: “The Perfect 

Alibi,” “Uncle Vanya,” “Diary of Auckland, N. Z., May 26. 
Anne Frank,” “Pictures in The Overseas visitors to Auckland, 
Hallway,” “Macbeth,” “The Mag- | Particularly American tourists 
nificent Yankee” and “No Time For | Passing through on the Matson 
Sergeants.” | boats, have been surprised to find 





|}a comedian.working in a dine-and- 
. ‘ F dance spot here who is comparable 
French Tape Machine As _ | te top nitery talent in their home- 


> = ° ° land. A radio and legit actor 
U.S. Music Biz Adjunct named Barry Linehan presents his 
United States representation for 


act twice weekly at the Sapphire 
a new, French-developed tape ma- | Room of the Gourmet Restaurant. 
chine which could revolutiorize:A straight gag man, Linehan 
the music business has been as- | perches up on a high stool at the 
| mike, firing off his acid comments | 
of Brandon Films jon the day's events, his only move- 

The low-cost unit, capable of re- | ment being to swivel his eyes in a 
cording and reproducing up to 200 | sort of laconic casing of the cus- 
hours ci music or other material, | tomers. His own scripter, Linehan 
is called Tapetop and is fitted over | has the political cartoonist’s abil- 
the spindle of any ordinary phono- | ity to build his material around the 


graph. | newsbreaks, sometimes working up 

The machine, patented by Sergei |2 complete spot between the 
Caillot and already in use in| ™orning paper and the evening 
France, uses the motor power of | Show. 


New Zealand 


the phonograph and reproduces 
pered by Stone 


through any radio, tv or phono- 
graph amplification system. Round, | that forbid sale of drinks in res- 
thin and made of light plastic, it |}taurants. At the tonier spots, re- 
contains a small reeording head | Sult is that diner-waiter conversa- 
which handles both input and out- | ions often take on a conspiratori- 
vut al, U. S.-speakeasy-era tinge and 
One of the advantages of the | ‘if you're lucky) glasses of wine or 
machine is that it can repeat end- | the hard stuff, 
lessly and the tape cartridge can | /¢, appear along with the chicken 
be replaced at minimum cost. Pive | Saratoga. News of the hostelry’s 
separate recorded bands can be | Scond rap—a $275 fine—for act- 
placed on the tape and a selector | ing like it was in a civilized coun- 
permits switching from one to the | ‘Ty broke the day VarreTy caught 
other without difficulties. Linehan’s show The comedian 
Brandon said the same mode} | Shook some of his best laughs out 
with 35m tape was being devel- of the incident 
oped It’ll be capable of holding | Hired for a two-month stint, Line- 
40 different bands. |han proved such a draw that he 
Wide range of uses for the new | Stayed. for 12. Gourmet owner 
tape machine, including applica- |Ctto Groen is now angeling a re- 
tion to homes, factories, supermar- }VU¢ that Linehan will take on the 
kets, restaurants, education, speech read for three months. Then the 
and drama, was seen by Brandon, | CMe. even at the loss of some 
He noted that a number of juke- | 890d £ags, intends to head for 
boxes in France already had been | 5P0t8 where dry martinis can be 
repiaced by the unit which costs a served without fear of the gen- 
fraction of the big record ma-|%4rmerie moving in. Dubb. 
chines. He also said Tapetop could | 


Age liquor laws 


*s dineries are ham- | 


making like ginger | 


| US-Made OSeas 


W as 
Sen. Wayne 


ington, June 2. 
— (D-Ore.) has 
called for a searching investigation 
|of “runaway” filmmaking in gen- 
eral and use of foreign-made sound- 
| tracks in particular 

Morse took the floor last week 
lt. score what he termed the “retro- 
| gressive, job-destroying practices” 
of the film industry in making use 


of foreign music, talent and 
| services. 

| Including television film pre 
| ducers in his broadside, the Oregoa 
|Democrat charged that industry 
jleaders “are setting a very poor 
jexample of business ethics and 


| business morality through the low 
business standards they are prac 
i ticing . 

Morse "offered a resolution au- 
thorizing the Senate Finance Com 
| mittee to conduct a “complete” in- 
vestigation of the practices and 
| their impact on employment in the 
domestic entertainment industry, 
| Noting that he proposed a similar 
probe last year, Morse expressed 
hope hearings would be launched 
|immediately and result in “effec- 
tive remedial action” in the shape 
of import duty hikes. 

Morse conferred last week with 
AFM president Herman D. Kenin 
and other union officials who re 
| newed their grievances against for- 
}eign music tracks and informed 
him of the increase in runaway 
filmmaking. 

He deplored filming of scenes 
with “American” locales in a fore 
eign land as a “form of fraud prac- 
ticed by these producers upon 
American viewing audiences.” In 
| this connection, Morse singled out 
the production of the life of John 
Paul Jones in Spain. 

He termed the practices a “wide- 
|spread evasion of the spirit and 
intent of the immigration and 
tariff statutes” contributing te 
“tragic unemployment in the ranks 
of American entertainers and tech- 
nicians generally.” 
| Referring to the immigration law 
|which protects American instru- 
|mentalists from the competition of 
| alien musicians. Morse declared: 

“That wise statute has long been 

(Continued on page 61) 











work like the Muzak operation, de- | 


music but without the necessity of | 
leasing special lines. 


Bolshoi’s L.A. $755,000 | 





Hollywood, June 2. 154 West 46th Sst. 
Bolshoi Ballet ended two-week, 
14-performance 


engagement at 
Shrine Aud (30) 


with mammoth | 
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Pathe Rooster Dispute || NDEX ba 
RKO is_ protesting the use ' 
-d hg na — of the BERS . os vce sévdatoanwoe 54 New Acts .... ssectarue 
athe News tag, complete with lew 3 : 
the famous fooster. Company Casting News ......... . 58 6 — Reviews oo -geare 
says that, when Warner Bros. Chatter ..........-- 8 egal’: ao 
gave up its newsreel, the Pathe Film Reviews .......- .. © | Pletures ................ 8 | 
mane soverted CS it (RKO), House Reviews ...... = eae oe aalll eeeee 18 
assman bought the Pathe Record Reviews 
newsfilm library from Bea naan aa a ee “ 1 a “aa — 
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Frye used the Pathe name, Legitimate ....... .. Unit. Reviews * 54 
also allegedly without the Literati . 61 | Vaudeville eS ee 
right to do so since all he ac- jj} ~ “"*"**** 41 | Wall Street _ ee 
quired were the physical as- Music ....-...+++++ , oe 
ate, RKO, which considers DAILY VARIETY 
e Pathe News tag an asset, , by Daily Variety, L 
has asked Glassman to “cease a $15 ba year. 820 Forelan. ate: 
snd desist.” ——— — 
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Show Biz 18th Among Bonds 


As of the end of May amusement industry bond issues listed on 
the New York Exchange had a total valuation of $136,876,674, the 


Exchange reported this week. 


Railroad & Railroad Equipment, at $5,538,513,816, led the list; 
amusements ranked 18th in terms of valuation. 


‘South Pacific’ Excels ‘Gone With Wind 
In Britain; Spotty on Mainland 


ws 





Film version of “South Pacific 
shapes as Britain's record money 
earner, beating out “Gone With 
the Wind.” The Rogers & Hammer- 
stein tuner is heading for $3,500,- 
000 in film rentals in Britain, where 
it’s already earned over $2,000,000 
in only 22 dates. 

Magna Theatre Corp., which 
produced “South Pacific,” figures 
the film should collect $22,090,000 
in rentals worldwide. It’s done 
$6,500,000 in 58 U.S. and Canadian 
dates in the Todd-AO version. It'll 
collect another $5,000,000 from 
Todd-AO houses overseas, and is 
expected to do around $11,000,000 
worldwide in the printdown ver- 
sion. 
due to some extraordinary release 

The picture cost $5,500,000 and. 
expenditures, breaks even at about 
$11,500,000. R & H collect 47% of 
the profits. 

Magna, which last week depos- 
ited funds with the Chemical Cern 
Exchange Bank, trustee under its 
indenture, to cover in full deben- 
tures due on June 1, 1959, expects 
to produce another, largescale film 
in the Todd-AO process within the 
coming year. Property hasn't as 
yet been selected. 

The British performance of 
“South Pacific” is remarkable in 
the light of the film's lack of draw 
in many parts of Europe. It was 
poor in Paris (though it is enjoying 
a long run at Marseilles) and it 
flopped in Italy, partly due to local 

(Continued on page 6) 


Lesser Firm Guarantee 
On Tarzan, $600,000; 
Made in Kenya at 7506's 


Paramount has entered a deal 
which provides Sol Lesser Produc- 
tions with a guarantee of $600,000 
in turn for the releasing rights to 
“Tarzan’s Greatest Adventure.” 
Pact also gives Par 50% of the 
ownership of the negative. 

Sy Weintraub, new head of the 
Lesser outfit, brought in this new- 
est “Tarzan” entry at the unusually 
high cost of $750,000. Title char- 
acter is played by Gordon Scott, 
§t was shot in color and on location 
in Kenya. 

Arrangement set by Par and 
Weintraub also stipulates that Par 
will put up the money for prints 
and advertising and this will be 
cherged against the picture. 

Both sides feel they have a good 
deal. For one, Weintraub is free 
to pick up any part or ail of the 
$600,000 at any time. And Par is 
high on the grossing prospects, not- 
ing for one thing that 250 prints 
will be in work shortly. 


EASTMAN DILLON & CO. 
TOUTING WARNERS 


Eastman Dillon & Co., came out 
this week with a glowing report 
about Warners. This Wall Street 
brokerage outfit noted consistent 
(lately) earnings and the prospects 
of a stock tender, with the money 
for same coming via a couple of 
capital gains deals. 

For one, the film corporation is 
collecting $10,000,000 through sale 
of its Calabassas, Cal., real estate. 
This ranch property has been idle 
for some time and carried on the 
books at around $900,000. Secondly, 
deal is pending for disposition of 
the WB interests iu Associated Brit- 
ish Pictures Corp. at $15,000,000. 

Source at Eastman Dillon ex- 








pressed the belief that WB is mov- 
ing in the direction of a cut in its 
capitalization to 1,000,000 common 
shares, Company now has 1,800,000 
shares outstanding. 


| 
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In Predictable Reaction, 
Emerling Stalks Monkeys 


It was inevitable that show biz 
would try to latch on to the space 
monkeys. 

Ernie Emerling, pub-ad chief of 
Loew’s Theatres, sent the following 
wire to Brig. Gen. John A. Bar- 
ciay, commanding general of the 
Army Ordnance Missile Command, 
Cape Canaveral, F)orida. 

“Since monkeys Able and Baker 
seem to have all necessary qualifi- 
cations for motion picture press 
agents, am prepared to offer $500 
for two weeks national tour of 
Loew's theatres on behalf of 
MGM's new science fiction space 
film, “The Mysterians.” 


Forming Its Own 
TV Committ 

The Motion Picture Export Assn. 

is in the process of creating a tele- 

vision committee to serve MPEA 


members with television subsidi- 
aries. 


Only companies which have such 
subsids are to be represented on 
the group, which will seek full 
data on the facts and problems of 
the overseas tv market. This is 
the first time that MPEA has con- 
cerned itself with the growing tv 
mart abroad. 

Move comes at a time when the 
companies are becoming increas- 
ingly conscious of the overseas po- 
tential for their tv films. 20th-Fox, 
for one, is opening its foreign 
branches to tv film distributors 
who want to release their product 
abroad. : 

Creation of the MPEA commit- 
tee follows attempts by the net- 
work and syndicators to form their 
own export association. Though 
many meetings were held, the or- 
ganization never came into being. 

At the moment, the overseas 
market for tv filmed series is the 

(Continued on page 6) 


OF 525 SMALL BIZ 
LOANS, ONE TO EXHIB 


Washingten, June 2. 

Smail Business Administration 
has okayed a $12,000 loan to Pa- 
cific Amusement Co. of Copalis 
Beach, Wash. 

This was the only business loan 
going to an exhibitor out of total 
of 525 worth $23,369,000 okayed 
by SBA during April. 








LUNACY, B16 NO 


‘LEEWAY YES: BUT Wall St. Playing Theatre Business 
Day-Date; Stocks Up With Film Sales 


/ 





By FRED HIFT 


The independent producers fi- 
nanced by and releasing through 
United Artists very rarely run 
seriously over budget, Arthur B. 
Krim, the UA president, said in 
N.Y. last week. 

The UA topper also said he was 
opposed to forcing too many econ- 
omies on the indies. 

“You deal with a certain 
type of person when you deal 
with creative talent. If we were 
to start sharpening the pencil 
and trying for a climate of aus- 
terity, we would probably lose 
some of that talent. We would 
rather accept the extravagan- 
zas that are part of showbusi- 
ness, but limit ourselves to 
dealing with people who have 
a reasonable chance of bring- 
ing in a big winner.” 

Noting that UA had its own cost 
accountants on most _ pictures, 
Krim scotched the widely-held no- 


Crosby's 20th Deal Chills; 
Lack Name Leading Lady 


Hollywood, June 2. 
Co-production deal for Bing 


elor’s Baby with 20th-Fox appears 
falling through due to inability of 
20th to cast strong femme star op- 
posite the groaner. 

Jean Simmons and Mitzi Gaynor 
were sought for role but were un- 
available. 20th also submitted script 
to other names. 

Crosby at moment understood 
backing away from deal. Starting 
date for pic to be directed by Dick 
Powell was set for June 8. 


Par Seen Ready 





Crosby to make and star in “Bach- | 


tion that the independents have a 
tendency to go way above their 
original budgets. 

“We have virtually no instances 
of runaway pictures,” he reported. 
“Of course, you allow up to 10% 


lot of unforeseen things can hap- 


of the budget to go over since a) 


To Play Along 
On Star Deals 





The idea is creeping in steadily 
that the relatively new wrinkle in 
stars’ payoff demands may not be 


* Wall Street is in closer touch 
| with the motion picture industry 
| perhaps more so than ever before. 
This is mirrored in the trading of 
theatre stocks; these have been 
active in the past several weeks 
| and it’s due to the fact that attend- 
ance has been on the upbeat. 

| Loew's Theatres had over 109,- 
|000 shares exchanged on the New 
| York Stock Exchange, making the 
issue among the most spirited en- 
tries on the big board, last week. 

Glen Alden (RKO Theatres) hit 
|a new high of $17.37% per share, 
jup from $13.1244 as the low. 

Stanley Warner also rose to a 
new high, of $26.6212, last week 
for a gain of $3.75 per common 
share. The recent low was $18.00 
per share and the new week's vol- 
ume was 57,900 shares. This kind 
of activity is unusual. 

Time was when, and not so long 
ago, that the professionals in 
New York's financial district were 
“six months behind the times,” 
noted a prominent film industry 
Statistician. Point was that the 
hard-headed money men would 
await about a haif year before 
acknowledging a trend in picture 
going. Now they're right on top 
of the film business and when 
they spot a spurt in attendance, 





pen. And you can’t count a pic- 
ture like ‘Solomon and Sheba,’ 
which went over due to disaster | worked out. 

| and where we were fully geogs Paramount, for one, is now in- 
by insurance. | clining to the thought that the per- 
“The vast majority of our big | centages, deferments and partici- 
films all came in on budget. The; pations can be agreeable if the 
business of ‘The Vikings’ going | company has a reasonable chance 
way over was mostly publicity. | of recouping its production invest- 
The picture was originally budg-| ment and can take the distribution 
eted at $3,250,000 and it came in| charges without any prior partner- 
at $3,400,000. However, Kirk | ships. 

Douglas thought it desirable to give| It works out this way. An in- 
out a higher figure. There ac-/| dividual may want, say, 50% of a 
tually was a much higher budget | picture’s negative rights. The film 
for that picture once, but it was | company puts up perhaps $1,800,- 


too bad after all. That is, if the 
“proper” arrangements can be 








abandoned long before the film 
had finished shooting.” 

Krim cited “Trapeze” ag having 
been brought in on the line, and 
“The Defiant Ones” only ran over 
by $50,000. During the past few 
years, only one low-budgeter went 
seriously over, and—a long time 
ago—* Alexander the Great” came 
in as a runaway. 


Under the Tinsel Of 
Hollywood, More Tinsel 











“Beneath the Hollywood tinsel 
there’s more tinsel,” commented a 
wag not long ago. But the situa- 
tion has changed, according to an 
influential Wall Streeter close to 
the managements of various fiim 
companies. 

This happened. The money men 
of Manhettan’s financial district— 
those with stakes in the picture 
trade—-had been drawing their per- 
sonal profits and were indifferent 
to the luxuries which the picture 
people chose for themselves. 

And then the earnings began to 
fall and the bigtime investors be- 
gan to fret. They took a more ac- 
tive role in the affairs of the trade, 
either electing themselves to direc- 
tora.es or otherwise keeping in 
closer contact with managements. 

The Wall Streeters, traditionally 

(Continued on page 15) 





|000 to finance the picture. Said 
| company’s interest is in the likeli- 
| hood of getting back the $1,800,- 
000, paying off studio overhead and 
| sustaining its distribution organi- 
| zation. 

| Thereafter, it’s a matter of shar- 
| ing the wealth. In other words, it’s 
| okay to give the individual, usual- 
| ly a star, 50% of the profits so long 
'as the studio makes expenses at 
the start of the bookkeeping pro- 
cedure. 

Said a key v.p. of a major com- 
| pany: “We're now dealing with cor- 
porations and no longer with peo- 
ple. All the important names have 
their own corporations. We'll put | 
up the capital for them and we'll | 

(Continued on page 61) | 


JULES VERNE’S TALES | 
SET TO GO FOR GERTZ 


Hollywood, June 2. | 
Mitchell Gertz’ Jonan Produc-| 
tions is off on a binge of Jules! 
Verne properties, having set four | 
yarns for indie filming. 
Quartet includes “800 Leagues to | 
the Amazon,” slated to roll first | 
before the end of 1959; “Demon of | 
Cawnpore,” skedded as a Sabu) 
starrer; “The Steamhouse” and} 
“Tigers and Traitors.” Treatments | 
|have already been completed on} 
latter pair. 














Pinay Favors Credit Structure Over 
Former ‘Subsidy’ For French-Films 


| differ from the regular global for- 


France's Finance Ministry under 
Antoine Pinay wants to see the 
French industry's present subsidy 
system replaced by a new credit 
structure over the next several 
years. It also has decided that 
there should be no further aid to 
exhibitors. 

News was imparted in N.Y. last 
week by an American with good 
connections in Paris. He added that. 
there was no necessary and prac- 
tical connection between the think- 


ing of Pinay and that of Andre 
Malraux, chief of the Ministry of 
Culture, which oversees the French 
film biz. Malraux supposedly has 
his own ideas re aid, but so far 
hasn't disclosed them 

The position of the Finance Min- 
istry is that the present subsidy 
method tends to aid those who al- 
ready have a lot of money. Pinay 
is said to be completely satisfied 
with the export end of the Centre 
National du Cinema, which ts 
headed by Jacques Flaud, and 
which has been credited with hypo- 





| ing the impressive expansion of the | 
| export market for French films 
Here, again, Malraux’s thinking 
will have a bearing on the future 
of the Centre, which falls inte his 
bailiwick. If a credit system is 
created to replace the subsidy 
scheme, which runs out June 18, 
the money will come directly out 
of French Government coffers. The 
present aid is financed out of mon- 
ies derived from an addition to 
boxoffice admissions in France. The 
Centre presumably will decide the 
credits to be extended to producers. 








i th 


even fur only a few weeks, they 
buy in. 

| This goes hand in hand with a 
| VaRteTyY story of a couple of months 
; ago which noted the increasingly 
| closer contact which Wall Street, 
(Continued on page 6) 


Spain Permits Split As 
Aboaf Gets Into Line; 
U-i Warned on Formula 


MPEA has now proceeded 
with application of the formula 
to Spain. It works out that 
United Artists, Metro and 20th- 
Fox get six licenses each. Co- 
lumbia, Paramount and War- 
ners get five each, Universal 
gets four and Allied Artists 
three. Six per company was 
the limit imposed by the Span- 
iards. The MPEA formula is 
based on a basic, equal divi- 
sion plus individual company 
grosses in the U.S. and six key 
export markets. Universal is 
going along with the formula. 





Was Enrique Aguillar, who now 
handles Universal's distribution in 
Spain, given a commitment that 
at least five of the 40 American 
licenses in Spain would go to Uni- 
versal? 

That question last week stood 
in the way of a solution of the 
permit deadlock in both Spain and 
France. It also raised the larger 
question of the degree to which 
e U. S. companies should stick 
to the global license division for- 
mula devised by the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. 


At a meeting in N. Y. last week, 
called to mull the situation in 
Spain, France and Argentina, Uni- 
versal’'s foreign sales topper, 
Americo Aboaf, agreed to go along 
with a special formula for Spain, 
provided inquiry showed that no 
commitment for five licenses had 
been given to Aguilar. Latter al- 
ready has been handed seven extra 
licenses by the Spanish govern- 
ment as a bonus for nationalizing 
the company. U’s five, had it got 
them, would have been on top of 
the seven. 

The Spain formula, which must 


mula since the U. S. distribs were 
out ef Spain for several years, 
doesn't guarantee five permits fo 
U, though it may work out that 
way. For several months now, 
MPEA has juggled several for- 
mulae for the division of the 40 
Spanish permits. Inevitably, either 
U nixed them or, if U accepted, 
they didn’t please other compa- 
nies. 

At several points in the MPEA 
powwow there were pointed warn- 
ings to Universal that refusal to 

(Continued on page 13) 





VARIETY 





Hot’ ‘Imitation’ and ‘Capone’ Zingy 
With ‘Shaggy’ Standout Though 
May Its Typical So-So Sel 





By MIKE WEAR 


Variety’s regular weekly 
boxoffice reports are summar- 
ized each month, retrospec- 
tively. Based on an average of 
24 key situations, the source 
data constitute an adequate 
sampling of current releases 
but are not, of course, fully 
“definitive.” An index of rela- 
tive grossing strength in the 
U. S. - Canada market, this 
monthly reprise does not pre- 
tend to express total rentals. 


Seldom a big month at the box- 
office, May this year suffered from 
the handicap of some disappoint- 
ing, new screen fare. The fact 
that there was not enough big, 
strong product to go around is 
attested to by the reissues and re- 
runs pressed into service by a 
number of exhibitors in key cities 
covered by Variety. Net result is 
that the intake at many first-runs 
was measurably below April, if in 
line with the usual seasonal down- 
beat. Three of the top four grossers 
nationally were 1-2-3 winners in 
April. 

“Some Like It Hot” (UA), cham- 
pion in the previous month, again 
copped, first place in May. This 
Marilyn Monroe starrer latched 
onto No. 1 spot the opening week 


of the month and never relin- 
quished its hold. 
“Imitation of Life” (U), which 


was a close second in April, again 
finished next to “Hot” last month. 
Only in the final week did this 
pic start to falter a bit as the ex- 
tended-runs tended to peter out. 
“Al Capone” (AA) copped first 
money, never dipping below sixth 
place all month. It lived up to 
the forecast that it would prove 
to be one of 
grossers in May. 

“Shaggy Dog” (BV), winner of 
third place in April, wound up 
fourth, a position it held most of 
the time in the weekly VARIETY 
listings. “Count Your Blessings” 
(M-G) copped fifth place though 
not measuring up to its anticipat- 
ed b.o. strength. 


“South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 


rama) wound up sixth, same posi- | 


(Continued on page 54) 


UA Opposes Compulsory 
100-Share Ownership As 
Director Prerequisite 


A proposal that directors of 
United Artists should each own 
at least 
pany’s stock will be offered at the 
arinual stockholders meeting of 
UA at the Astor Theatre, N.Y., 
June 9, 1959. The management has 
indicated it opposes the sugges- 
tion. 

Proposal. comes from Mrs. Irene 
Martin of N.Y., owner of five 
_ Shares of UA common. She wants 
the by-laws amended to force 
stock ownership by the directors. 
“Directors should have a financial 
interest in the corporation or they 
should not run for office,” Mrs. 
Martin stated. “A director should 
be a partner in the enterprise.” 

UA management's reply is that 
such a proposal isn’t in the best 
interest of all the stockholders. 
“The directors have been selected 
for their experience, ability and 
capacity to make intelligent deci- 
sions .. . regardless of their finan- 
cial means or investments,” its re- 
ply said. “To impose possible bur- 
dens on :sich individuals would 
serve to lunit the field of selec- 
tion and increase the already dif- 
ficult task of attracting capable 
and desirable directors.” It added 
that the laws of Delaware and N.Y. 
do not require directors to be 
stockholders. 

UA further cited a recent sur- 
vey showing that, apart from token 
holdings, 95% of over 450 com- 
panies do not require directors’ 
stock ownership at all. It said, 
further, that 11 of the UA direc- 
tors “each own equity securities 
equal at least to 100 shares of the 
capital stock of the company.” 

Annual meet will elect 13 di- 
rectors. All of the present direc- 
tors are up for reelection. Proxy 
statement showed the UA officers 
oo got salaries totalling $388,- 





the biggest newe 


100 shares of the com- | 


12 May Toppers 


“Some Like It Hot” (UA). 
“Imitation Life” (U). 

“Al Capone” (AA). 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV). 
“Count Blessings” (M-G). 
“South Seas” (C’rama). 
“Room At Top” (Cont). 
“Gigi” (M-G). 
“Compulsion” (20th). 

. “Alias Jesse James” (UA). 
. “Warlock” (26th). 

“Diary Anne Frank” (20th). 


_ 
SOOM 


_— 
»~ 
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Projection What 
Am Scientific 


Exhibition’s campafgn to im- 


prove the quality of projection was 
officially launched this week when 





out questionnaires to theatreown- 
ers for the Council for the Im- 
provement of Theatres and Motion 
Picture Projection. 

Theatres returning completed 
forms to TOA will receive free 
technical advice on any phase of 
mechanical theatre operation from 
representatives of local equipment 
dealers, suppliers and service or- 
ganizations. 

The Council, organized several 
weeks ago by TOA, seeks to en- 
able theatreowners to improve the 
quality of projection and sound 
and the physical comfort of thea- 
tres by obtaining maximum per- 
| formance of existing equipment. 

Theatreowners who ask for tech- 
| nical help will have an expert from 





one of the sponsoring organiza- | 


tions sent to their theatres to in- 
spect the equipment. The techni- 
cal expert wili make his recom- 
|mendation direct to the theatre- 
; owner so that the theatremen mey 
|; then make his own decision on what 
| corrective action he will take. 

| The Council's effort marks the 
first coordinated campaign by ex- 
hibitor and supply sources of the 
industry to improve the quality of 
picture presentation. It was organ- 
ized after a survey by the Motion 
Picture Research Council reported 
poor projection in 70° of the the- 
jatres inspected over a_ two-year 
| period. ° 





National Box 


Memorial Day holiday this year 
| did not mean much at the national 
| boxoffice because May 30 fell on 
*Saturday. In bigger key cities 
covered by Variety, it simply 
meant fewer folks in town and no 
big influx from the hinterland 
since few were prompted to make 
the trips in such a short weekend 
| period. Cooler weather starting 
bag Sunday, however, is a plus fac- 

(7) 
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| New champion at the wickets is 
|“Pork Chop Hill” (UA), with most 
dates coming through trim to sock. 
Second place is going to “Young 
Philadelphians” (WB), a position 
it held last round. “Some Like It 
Hot” (UA), on top for four suc- 
cessive weeks, is winding up third. 

“Woman Obsessed” (20th), a new- 
comer, is finishing in fourth place. 
“Shaggy Dog’ (BV), fourth a week 
ago, is taking fifth this week. 
“World, Flesh, Devil” (M-G) is 
moving up from runner-up cate- 
gory of last stanza to sixth. 

“South Seas Adventure” Cine- 
rama) is landing seventh position. 
“It Happened to Jane” (Col), a 
newie, is taking eighth money. 
“Room at Top” (Cont) is winding 
up ninth. 

“Al Capone” (AA), sixth last 
round, is finishing 10th. “Imita- 
tion of Life” (U), long near top, is 
taking llth post. “Gigi” (M-G), 
also long high in weekly ratings, 
rounds out the Top 12. 

“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th), 
“Compulsion” (20th) ana “South 
Pacific” (Magna) are the runner-up 
films for the week. 





Theatre Owners of America mailed : 


SEEK BRITISH DIRECTOR 


Want Jack Clayton of ‘Room At 
The Top’ Acclaim 





Jack Clayton, director of the 
| British hit, “Room at the Top,” is 
| being sought to direct the film ver- 
sion of “Little Moon of Alban,” 
which is being produced by Mil- 
dred Freed Alberg and will star 
Julie Harris. 

James Costigan, tv scripter, who 
first wrote the story for television 
and is currently preparing a Paris 
legit version, will write the film 
script in Ireland. He left for Eu- 
rope today (Wed.) on the Maure- 
tania. 


13 Ontario Festival 
Features, 40 Shorts; 
But Others Also Pend 


Stratford, Ont., June 2. 








Total 
|/some 40 short subjects have been 
| entered so far for the international 
film festival at Stratford, Ont., this 
summer (Aug. 24-Sept. 5). 

According to Louis Applebaum 
and John Hayes, the fest’s director 
and associate director respectively, 
talks for another nine films to be 
shown during the fest are under 
way. Screenings will take place at 
the airconditioned Avon Theatre. 
So far, no U.S. entries have been 
named. 

Films shown at Stratford aren't 
limited to those which haven't 
been shown at other fests. The 
Soviets have entered “The Idiot,” 
Japan “The Rickshaw Man,” Po- 
land “The Last Days of Summer,” 


France “The Double-Faced Mir- 
ror,” India “Aparajito,” Germany 
“Jonas,” Britain “The Scapegoat” 


and “The Royal Ballet,” etc. 

In addition to the screenings, 
Stratford will feature an exhibition 
of drawings, color photographs and 
puppets used by Jiri Trnka who 
has produced outstanding animated 
films in Czechoslovakia. His “A 
Midsummernight’s Dream,” shown 
at Cannes, also will be shown at 
Stratford. 


TELEMETER MAGNETICS 
TO FLOAT AT $6 PER 


Telemeter Magnetics, 90%-owned 
by Paramount, is about to offer 
150,000 shares of the common stock 
to the public at about $6 per share. 
This will cut Par’s owne?ship to 
70°. New capital is to be used for 
production expansion, 

Magnetics outfit is an offshoot 
of the Par-owned Int'l Telemeter 
Corp. and deals in “mechanigal 
brains,” or so-called memory and 
buffer machines, 











office Survey 


Holiday Week NSH; ‘Pork’ New Champ, ‘Phillys’ | 
2d, ‘Hot’ 3d;. ‘Obsessed,’ ‘Dog’ Next 


Two Mewo pix give the biggest 
promise of newcomers just being 
launched or currently in a single 
key. “Ask Any Girl” (M-G) cen- 
tinues socko in second week at 
the vast N. Y. Music Hall, and goes 
a third or longer. “The Mysteri- 
ans,” also from Metro, is rated 
|}Okay both in L. A. and Detroit. 
| ‘Here to Eternity” (Col), out on 
reissue, looks good opening week 
in N. Y. 

“Thunder in Sun” (Par), fairish 
in Philly, is good in Boston. “We- 
tusi” (M-G), thin in Minneapolis, 
looms fair in Indianapolis. ‘“War- 
lock” (20th) is okey in Chi. 

“Count Your Blessings’ (M-G) 
shapes okay in St. Louis. “Man 
in Net” (UA) looks modest in St. 
Louis and slow in Balto. 

“Alias Jesse James” (UA) is rated 
good in N. Y. “Naked Maja,” 
from the same company, continues 
very disappointing. “Tempest” 
(Par) looms good in Providence. 

“Windjammer” (NT), big in Min- 
neapolis, looks solid in Portland. 
“Shane” (Par) (reissue), good in 
Detroit, shapes tall in Washington 
and Minneapolis. 

“Sleeping Beauty” (BV) is rated 
light in K. C. “Green Mansions” 
(M-G), fair in K. C., looms nice 
in Boston and dull in Philly. 

“Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) was great in final week of 
marathon run in L. A. “Sound 
and Fury” (20th) looks okay in 
Toronto. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9). 
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Thomas J. Brandon, recently a visitor to Japan, reports: The Rus- 
sian film, “The Cranes are Flying,” is called “War and the Female 
Virtue” in Japan. Also, John Huston’s “Red Badge of Courage,” which 
underwent considerable editing prior to release in the States, is now 
being shown in Japan in 45-minute length. That’s because some Japa- 
nese houses now try to give customers more for their money and are 
running double bills plus a featurette. 

Jean Seberg, harshly rapped by U.S. eritics for her performance in 
named the Albert A. List building in honor of its donor, prexy and 
board chairman of the Glen Alden Corp., parent company of RKO 
“Bonjour Tristesse,” has been named by Arts, French cinema and 
arts weekly, as the winner of the annual “best feminine interpreta- 
tion” award for her performance in the same film . . . Playwright- 
screenwriter Arnold Schulman off to the Coast on a four-month writ- 
ing assignment for Metro on the remake of “Cimarron.”... A new 
four-story structure at the New School of Social Research has been 
Theatres. 


Breaking in a New Act as parents are the Hy (Vartety) Hollingers. 
A girl, Alicia, at Mount Sinai Hospital last Thursday (28). 

Being a press agent, Harcld Rand concedes he never made a small 
| claim in his life. So he thinks it’s ironic that he’s been summoned to 
jury duty—in the Small Claims Court. 

Former basketball star Tony Lavelli in the running for a top role 
in Warner Bros.’ film version of “Tall Story.”. . . John M. Allison, 
United States Ambassador to Czechoslovakia, hosted a reception in 
Prague last week in honor of Kim Novak and her parents. 

Helen G. Scott has taken over press and information handling for 
the French Film ;Office, succeeding Donald LaBadie. Miss Scott 
worked with international news agencies and was formerly associated 
with Continental Distributing . . . The reason the silent version of 
| “The Goldrush” can play without beefs from Charies Chaplin is that 
| there's a flaw in the copyright covering the film. 

Richard Fleischer acquired rights to Erskine Caldwell’s race-themed 
| “Trouble in July” for indie production under his Nautilus banner, Earl 
Felton set to script . . . Sidney Poitier with Spencer Tracy in “The 
| Devil at 4 O'Clock,” Fred Kohlmar production for Coiumbia Pictures 
|... Jerry Wald signed Robert Alan Aurthur to script Grace Metalious 
|novel, “Return to Peyton Place,” and to polish screenplay of “Beloved 
| Infidel,” both on producer's 20th-Fox slate . . . Sammy Cahn and 
| Jimmy Van Heusen will team up on songs for 20th-Fox’ Pat Boone 
| starrer, “Journey to the Center of the Earth”. .. Larry Hart, 14-year- 
|old son of comedian Teddy Hart, into “Even Steven,” Patrice Knowles- 
| George Kellner indie. 
| Panther Books of London is to publish paper backed edition of 
| George Campbell's “Cry For Happy,” which has been filmed by Col- 
| umbia. It’s alse to issue soft cover editions of Bernard V. Dryer’s “The 
| Image Makers,” Peter Viertel’s “White Hunter, Black Heart,” which is 
|set for production by Hecht-Hill-Lancaster, and “The Caves of Night,” 
| by John Christopher, which is also on the Columbia sked. 

George Sidney will produce “The Diamond Bikini,” Chartes Wil- 
| liams novel which Columbia Pictures bought last week and assigned 
|for scripting to Dorothy Kingsley . . . Curt Jurgens takes over title 
role in Charles Schneer’s “The Werner Von Braun Story” at Colum- 
bia .. . Milton Sperling acquired film rights to “Lever's Point,” new 
| novel by C. ¥. Lee, for Warner Bros. release . . . Mel Dinelli set to 
| script “Claudelle Inglish,” new novel by Erskine Caldwell to be pro- 
duced by Mike Garrison as his first feature for WB . . Joshua Logan 
cast Anthony Perkins to star in “Tall Story,” which he'll produce and 
direct for WB... Writing team of Irving Ravetch and Harriet Frank 
| Jr. assigned to screenplay on “Dark at the-Top of the Stairs,” William 
Inge legiter which WB will make. 

Sequel to “The Ugly American” is being researched by co-authors 
William Lederer and Eugene Burdick, Mrs. Lederer reports. Accom- 
| panied by the wives, the writers currently are touring some remote 
| portions of Japan, each working on some individual magazine assign- 
ments. After that, they plan a sequel to their best seller, probably 
| doing much of the writing in Honolulu, Lederer’s home base. 
| Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel to the Coast for studio conferences 
|... A preview of Columbia's “It Happened to Jane,” will be held at 
|the Forum Theatre (formerly Odeon) on June 15 for the benefit of 

the Greater New York Councils of the Boy Scouts of America... 
What is described as “the year’s biggest and most extensive advertis- 
ing campaign” has been scheduled by Metro in 18 national and fan 
mags for Alfred Hitchcock’s “North By Northeast.”. .. Gig Young re- 
turned to the Coast after plugging “Ask Any Girl.” 

Anna Magnani at Hampshire House .. . here shooting “Orpheus De- 
scending”. . . Sammy Davis Jr. due in for “Porgy and Bess’ preem 
|... Jack Linder back to Hollywood at weekend . . . Alonzo Deen Cole, 
| the vet radio-video writer who lives at Newtown, Conn., has sold three 
| originals to the Hollywood action market. 














N. Y. to L. A. 
Jack Linder 
Pete Martin 
Mac Miliai 
Arnold Schulman 
Lester Sims 
Oliver Smith 
Caskie Stinnett 
Jule Styne 
Joseph R. Vogel 
Gig Young 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Vic Damone 
Rosemary DeCamp 
George Eckstein 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Peter Glenville 
Frank Gorshin 
Harold Hecht 
Jennifer Jones 
Howard W. Koch 
Sol Lesser 
David O. Selznick 


Mike Havas on Own © 


U. S. to Europe 
Bing Crosby 
Stanley Chase 
James Costigan 
Phil Ford 
Walt Framer 
Mimi Hines 
Herb Jeffries 
Eric Johnston | 
Bennett Korn 
Mitchel! Lear 
Jay Livingston 
Henry Mancini 
Tao Porchan 
Gordon Oliver 
George Rosen 
Bessie Sampson 
Jo Stafford 
Tempest Storm 
Claudia Walden 
Paul Weston 


Europe to U. S. 
Louis Armstrong 
Fred Brahms 
Charles Einfeld 











Cliff Evans 

Paris, June 2. 
Pr og som Michael Havas, who has been 
Gene Kel Continental Manager of Walt Dis- 
Edward L. Kingsley ney Productions Inc. here for two 
Gene Krupa i and a half years, ankled his post 
Martin Levine to take up cther film chores in 


Europe. These will be private and 
‘or his own account, 
Havas quit Disney amicably to go 
on his own. He was formerly with 
, RKO in Paris before going over to 
! Disney here. 


Emile J. Lustig 
Alicia Markova 
Eva Maze 

Rene Ovin 

Ginger Rogers 
Norman Rosemont 
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STUDIOS UNLOAD OF ASSETS 


Det. Times Writer Sneers at Film Ads; 
Gets Retort From UA’s Howard Pearl 


Detroit, June 2. 
The controversy over the quality 
of film ads found its way into the 
ages of the Detroit Sunday Times. 
t started with an article by Arnold 
Hirsch who based his treatise on 
ads on an article in “a trade paper 
(he forgot to say it was VARIETY) 
which noted the difficulties film ad 
copy writers are having finding 

jobs with ad agencies. 

“It's not surprising,” commented 





‘HORSE SOLDIERS’ DEBUT 


Holden, Wayne Will Be In Shreve- 
port For UA Unveiling 





World premiere of United Art- 
ists’ “The Horse Soldiers” will 
take place in Shreveport, Lz., 
June 16 and 17. Stars John Wayne 
and William Holden will attend. 
The Mahin-Rackin Production was 





SOLD SOS0-MIL. 
IN PAST 5 YEARS 


By RON SILVERMAN 


Hollywood, June 2. 
Hollywood's profit and loss state- 


Craft Unions Hail Tollvision 
As Creating Future Production 





‘DIARY’ AT $1.49 
Hits Eight 


—_——.+ 


Hollywood, June 2. 
Two of Hollywood's most power- 
ful union groups have come out in 


ments are ringing loudly with the 
added peal of physical assets un- 


Sales range from soundstages to 
entire studios, «ith ‘the major 
profit—estimated at over $250,- 
000,000—rung up from the sales of 





loaded to the tune of more then! 
$350,000,000 in the past five years. | 


Fox West Houses their strongest support yet of toll- 
Following Egyptian |iv. The Hollywood AFL Fiim Coun- 

Los Angeles, June 2. | cil, comprising guilds representing 

“Diary of Anne Frank” moves | 24,000 craftsmen, yesterday (Mon.) 
| into general release on a grind and | joined the Screen Actors Guild in 
pop-price policy tomorrow (Wed.) blasting proposed California legis- 
| in eight Fox West Coast houses lation outlawing tollvision in the 
lafter a disappointing eight-week | state and called for creation of a 








Hirsch. “Movie ads haven't had a} 
dozen fresh ideas injected into) 
them in 30 years. The format is the 


i , t | film backlogs to television. |hardticket run at Egyptian Thea-| pay-see system. 
shot on location in the Shrevepor , tre. General admish will be $149,| John W. Lehners, prexy of the 


rea. All figures, of course, do not | - —— 
' ; ; 30 top. ¢ il, ck “ 

|” Proceeds from the opening will | show up immediately on company | *S against Egyptian’s $3 | Council, charged that “the present 

same, the art work is the same, | oO : : ome commereial television, supported 


FWC spread will include the Iris, 
: : | go to the development fund of | statements, in some cases repre-| ; 
pee — > = a Centenary College of Shreveport. | senting projected earnings. The | o —y are he ge is 
= nna Phe pede - a pic. A wide variety of local festivities | disposition of marginal and less | “!©% 4° y , which needs competition from a 


. d eet. in L. A. area. Pic will be released | new i bet kind , , 

- ; is planned to mark the bow of the | profitable holdings and activities, | '" * : ai wee | new and better kind of tv service, 
ture. Usually, a - em = Civil War adventure drama. |such as company-owned film labs, | aS “ a namely; boxoffice television. He 
wane } me ayn jeden | | presumably has produced econo- | °"!Y ifference fron | said the proposed legislation would 
more . 


solely by advertising, is a monepoly 
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or violence-fraught angle. 

“So why should an advertising 
agency—whose lifeblood is fresh 
ideas and new approaches—hire a 
writer who has been trained to use 
an almost identical appreach on 
every ad?” 

While Hirsch’s observations are 
hardly original (one can’t help 
wondering where he “borrowed” 
them), he had a reply from How- 
ard Pearl, the area ad-pub repre- 
sentative for United Artists. Pearl 
noted that films are neither a com- 
modity nor a service but “basically 
and solely entertainment.” 

“A motion picture ad has to ex- 
plain two hours of entertainment 
in the iimited space of a small ad. 
It is impossible to thoroughly cover 
all the saleint points to the studios 
focus on one or two of the major 
ones and sell the picture in that 
manner.” 

Pearl asked Hirsch to remember 
that the men who sell films are 
“limited to a very few appeals, 
such as love; conflict, social prob- 
lems, etc. Consequently, if we are 
selling a love story and we show 
a clinch in the ads, I am sure the 
public doesn’t think the picture is 
a solid twe hours of clinching.” 
The UA rep pointed to UA’s ad 
campaign on “The Man With the 
Golden Arm” as a trailblazer in the 
advertising art and noted that the 
company tried a dignified, straight- 
laced approach on “Sweet Smell of 
Success,” with boxoffice results 
which proved that this wasn’t the 
way to publicize it. 

Hirsch, who's identified as a 
“movie writer” ‘on the papers’ staff, 
cited “Compulsion” and “Room at 
the Top” as two outstanding pix 
which flopped in Detroit, a fact 
for which he largely blamed the 
ads which were slated to the sex 
angle. “What the movie makers 


and movie sellers are not taking | 


inte account is the fact that the 
public is getting sharper, more per- 
ceptive all the time. Like any other 
commodity, movies should be mer- 
echandised with this new fact of 
life firmly in mind.” 


UNCLEAR AD POLICIES 
SEEN MORE PRECISE 


Harrisburg, June 2. 
Lack of clearly defined policy 
on acceptable advertising by the 
local newspapers here for motion 
pictures, which has caused some 
friction for several years, came to 
a full boil when a drive-in ad for a 





sun-bathing picture was challenged | 


by two local exhibitors. When Dis- 
trict Attorney Huette Dowling 
quietly yanked the film from the 
drive-in, the newspaper and the 
exhibitors immediately scheduled 
a meeting to set in motion new 
and clarified ad procedures. 

Two men who led the exhibitor 
front, Dick Ridding, manager of 
Loew's, and Bernard Bispeck, who 
manages the Senate, met with 
Ernest Doepke, Patriot and Even- 
ing News ad exec, to explain their 
side of the situation, pointing out 
that full cooperation had always 
been extended by their group to 


the newspapers. including substitu- | 


tion of ads which may have caused 
problems among the strong reli- 
gious groups in the area. 
As a result of the get-together 
(Continued on page 61) 





Par Stockholders 
- Reek of Amity As 


Prosperity Stays 


A stockholder at yesterday's 
(Tues.) annual Paramount meeting 
rose to announce his understand- 


mies within the firms, which in re- | 
cent years have sliced feature pro- | 
duction appreciably. D‘sposition of | 
large parcels of land, however, ap- | 


pears to be aimed at offsetting | 


reporting upbeat earnings, in plac- 
ing the firms in more liquid posi- | 
tion. 

Companies are able to use the 
new profits to strengthen their fi- , 
nancial positions still further | 
through diversification by secur- | 
ing interest in holdings both with- | 


jin and outside the entertainment | 


| ing that Par properties, if all were | 
sold off, would bring $100 per) 


share (as compared with the $48 
market value). Retorted Par presi- 
dent Barney Balaban: “I don’t 
know how rich we are. I want to 
know how poor we are, so we can 
get a little richer.” 

This in large part adds up to 


industry. 


However, some industry observ- 
ers have questioned the advisa- | 


| bility of land sales at this time, be- 


| lieving that real estate values, now 


| at an all-time high, are still on the 
upswing. Some, on the other hand. 


the theme of the corporation’s get- | 


together with stockholders, as evi- 


denced in many ways. It’s a case | 


of a prosperous company, with 
consolidated earnings of $12,554,- 
000 last year, showing no signs of 
going poor. There have been some 
financially backward properties on 
the theatrical market. But on the 
overall Par is well heeled and con- 
sequently stockholders were an 
agreeable lot. As a matter of fact, 
Balaban at one point commented: 
“This mecting is going too well, 
folks. I don't know . . .”. In another 
instance the chief exec pointedly 
| invited questions but could get 
'nothing but placid oratory from 
the floor.. 

All made for a friendly Gotham 


| profits to be recorded from the sale 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| sale of Warner Bros.’ 


declare it’s more economical, tax- 
wise, to be a tenant rather than a 
landlord, thus being able to charge 
off rent as an operating expense. 


Largest of the non-recurring | 


of film company land will be! 
20th-Fox’s $56,110,000 to be re-| 
ceived from Webb & Knapp for its 
260-acre Westwood studio. Uni- 
versal’s financial statement will be | 
affected greatly by the $11,250,000 | 
it has received from MCA for the 
sale of its 400-acre Universal City 
studios. 
Warners Ranch Gone | 
Confirmed last month was the 
2,800-acre 
Calabassas ranch which reportedly 
will bring in $10,000,000. In 1953 
Warner's sold its Sunset Boulevard 


session—friendly and lacking the | Studio to Paramount for $1,200,000 


(Continued on page 17) 


Brokers’ Film Shares 
Advice to Clients Is 
Usually Not for Holding 


Eastman Dillon & Co. Wall 





| 


and in 1956 sold its 10-story New 
York homeoffice building for an 
undisclosed amount. Company also 
has sold its Brooklyn and Burbank | 
film labs to Technicolor. WB is 
rumored to be “working on a deal” 
to sell off its interests in Associ- . 
ated British Pictures Corp. at a 
price close to $15,000,000. 

While all disposition of assets 


Street brokers, came out this week | 4re not made public and any listing 


|with an inter-office memo upbeat- 


jing Warners, as stated in a sep-| presume 


|arate Variety story this week, but | 


necessarily contains omissions, it’s 
that Paramount was the 
first of the major film companies 


| 17,000,000 population) 


| behavior, 


| gagement being elimination of the | 


10-minute intermission. This will | 


be made up by a newsreel, so show 

will run 180 minutes, same time as 

the Egyptian showing. 
Twentieth-Fox tried out a con- 


_ losses or in the case of companies | ¢jnyous, pop-price run at the Fox 


Theatre, Spokane. It was reported 
pic did biz comparable to “Auntie 
Mame” and “Some Like It Hot” in 
this Inland Empire city. 


Canada’s Censors: 
Too Nude, Violent, 
Sexy and Scarey 


Toronto, June 2. 
Agreeing with the large number 
of theatre owners in Ontario 
(which has a third of Canada’s 
who de- 
plore the lack of family entertain- 
ment, the Board of Censors 





|laments the fact that the film in- 
|dustry is releasing comparatively 


few motion pictures that do put 
“unwarranted emphasis on nudity, 
violence, sex and horror.” This is 
the basis for the annual report to 


|the Minister of Travel:and Pub- 


licity submitted by the Board of 
Censors, with O. J. Silverthorne 
as chairman. 

The Board found that these 
films, particularly of juvenile mis- 
were accompanied by 
head-office directives in newspa- 
per and outdoor advertising that 
revealed “a disturbing degree of 
license.” The Board found that, 


protect free-tv’s “monopoly” and 
termed it “outrageous.” Tallvision, 


| he declared, “will increase employ- 
_ment of Hollywood technicians and 


will open up a great new market 
for our skills.” 

SAG, which over two years ago 
merely proposed widest possibie 
tests of toll-tv, last week came out 
with a far stronger endorsement, 
stating its belief that pay-see “could 


| revolutionize the entertainment in- 
|dustry, provide additional employ- 


ment for tens of thousands of 
American artists and technicians 
aud give the public better enter- 
tainment, culture and education 
than is possible with the present 
form of commercial television.” 
Prexy Howard Keel added that 
tollvision would “greatly increase 
the number of new motion pictures 
in this country, thus increasing em- 
ployment of our members many- 
fold.” Keel made the statement 
with unanimous backing from the 


|SAG board of dircetors. He, along 
|with Lehners and SAG exec Pat 


| 


during the year, its criticism was | 
directed primarily toward adver- | 


tising techniques rather than the 
film subject. 

While the censors did not ob- 
ject to entertainment designed to 
attract the mature, Silverthorne 

(Continued on page 6) 





/perhaps of greater significance is | to unload considerable holdings in | 


the attitude of this financial outfit,| recent years when, in 1944, it sold 
and many others, so far as the mo-| its 2,700-acre ranch near Malibu 
tion picture business is concerned.| Lake. RKO sold its Encino rancii 
Dillon, et al., are high on a given | in 1953 at an undisclosed price and 
company from time to time—and four years later retired from the 
with capital gains or other deals| film business, and its new owner, 
as the main consideration. | General Tire and Rubber Co., sold 
They're not recommending the | its Hollywood and Culver City stu- 
picture business in part or in whole dios to Desilu for $6,000,000. 
for permanent portfolios. Because, | Film Lab Sale 
they reason, the business is too Columbia's film lab went to 
volatile a one for long-term in-/} Pathe in 1958 for nearly $3,000,000, 
vestors. 


A downtown insider related this 
week that numerous commission 
houses advise their salesmen to go 
to town on a picture company’s 
| stock on the basis of buying-hold- 
ing-selling for only a period of a 
few days. But they never say to 
| hold as they would with the major 
issues as U.S. Steel or A. T. & T. 
| All picture’ securities have 
travelled high in the last couple 
of years. But they re still too risky 
for concerns like Dillon. 





Ralph Buring, formerly a field 
}man for Par and lately working 
_ outside the industry, has been ap- 
—- exploitation man for 20th- 

ox, in Pittsburgh by Nat C. 
| Rosen, the branch manager. 





and Paramount sold its New York 
laboratory to Consolidated Film 
Labs this year for $1,200,000. Par 
additionally sold seven British 
theatres in 1957 for $5,180,000 and 
has made three sales, totaling 
nearly $6,000,000, of its backlog of | 
short subjects and cartoons. Also, 
in 1956 it sold its interest in five 
Rainbow productions for $500,000 
and 35 Pine-Thomas pix for 
$800,000. 

Sale by the studios of their pre- 
"48 film backlogs varies in terms 
from company to company. Para- 
mount, for instance, receives $50,- | 
000,000 from MCA plus an event- 
ual percentage. Metro formed its 
own company to distribute some 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Harry Moskowitz In 
| Retirement at Loew’s; 


Harry Moskowitz, veteran chief 
of Loew's Theatres construction 
and maintenance department, re- 
tired this week after 35 years of 
service with the company. Theo 
Jung, Moskowitz’s assistant, will 
succeed to the top post. 

Moskowitz, one of four brothers 
who have held top posts in the 
film business, joined Loew's in 
1924. An engineer, he was respon- 
sibie for the construction of com- 
pany theatres, office buildings and 
exchanges in the United States and 
abroad. He most recently super- 
vised the renovation of Loew's 
State Theatre on Broadway. 

His brother, Charles C. Mosko- 
witz, was former vice president 
and treasurer of Loew's Inc. Two 
other brothers, Joseph and Martin, 
are 20th-Fox executives. 





Eric Johnston, MPEA president 
who flew to London yesterday 
(Tues.) on a U.S. Government mis- 


| sion, has no plans to stop in Paris 


on this trip. He'll return directly 
to N.Y 


| Theo Jung Succeeds 


| 


Somerset, fly to Sacramento tomor- 
row (Wed.) to testify against the 
pending legisiation before a hear- 
ing of the Assembly's Public Utili- 
ties & Corporations Committee 


TWINCITY ORPHEUMS 
SET FOR VIDEO BOUT 


Minneapolis, June 2. 

Closed circuit telecast of the 
Patterson - Johansson heavyweight 
championship fight in the Twin 
Cities goes to the Minneapolis cnd 
St. Paul RKO Orpheums with their 
2,800 and 2,000, respectively, seat- 
ing capacities. 

The Orpheums will be having the 
closed circuit tv equipment for the 
first time. All previous closed cir- 
cuit televised bouts have been 
shown here in United Paramount's 
former 4,100-seat Radio City, now 
razed, and in its 2,300-seat St. Paul 
Paramount 


While the TelePrompter deal 





| with RKO is not an exclusive one 


and there has been talk here that 
the local fight club would put the 
telecast inio the Armory in con- 
nection with a live fight card the 
latter now is thought to be ex- 
tremely unlikely. 

However, TelePrompter is known 
to be seeking other outiets 
throughout the territory. Except 
in one instance previously, the 


Twin Cities’ closed circuit fight 
telecasts were exclusive in the 
area. 





Radio Chief’s Theatrical 


Film Dual-Bow in Dallas 
Dallas, June 2. 

McLendon Radio Pictures will 
have a preem of its first two fea- 
tures, “The Killer Shrews” and 
“The Giant Gila Monster,” in a 
double bill June 25 at the Inter- 
state's Majestic here. 

Both pictures were filmed here 
earlier this year. Currently shoot- 
ing is “My Dog, Buddy,” starring 
London—German Shepherd seen 
in “The Littlest Hobo.” Ken Curtis 
is producer, with Ray Kellogg, who 
wrote the “Buddy” script, direct- 
ing. Filming is skedded for six 


| weeks, with location shots tn mid- 


town Dallas. 


~=<_— 
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Don't Give Up The Ship) 


Mild Jerry Lewis comedy. 
Sporadicaily amusing. Fair b.o, 


Hollywood, May 29. | 





Paramount release of Hal Wallis pro- 
ductic Stars Jerry Lewis. Directed by 
Norman Taurog Screenplay, Herbert | 


Baker, Edmund Beloin end Henry Garson; 
based on a story by Ellis Kedison; cam- | 
era, Haskell Bogas; music, Walter Scharf; 


editor, Warren Low. Previewed at the 
Picwood Theatre, May 25, ‘59, Running | 
time, 89 MINS. 
John Paul Steckler Jerry Lewis 
Ensign Benson Dina Merrill | 
Prudence Diana S 


.. Mickey Shaughnessy 
Robert Middleton 

Gale Gordon 
Mabel Albertson 
Clauce Akins 


Stan Wychinski 
Admiral Bludde 
Congressman Mandeville 
Mrs. Trabert 

Lieut. Comdr. 


= 


Farber 





Jerry Lewis tries hard to get up 
a full head of comedy steam in 
“Don’t Give Up the Ship,” but the 
laughs are scanty and its boxoffice 
prospects m/d. The Hal Wallis pro- 
duction for Paramount has too 
few situations to exploit for humor, 
and must work those it has very 
thin to get what fun there is out of 
the service farce. 

Lewis has jettisoned some of the 
more frantic aspects of his tech- 
nique for this film, and that gives 
it qualities that make it more 

leasant than it might otherwise 

ave been. He is a more likable, 
more human actor who gets laughs 
this time without the audience feel- 
ing the strain of the effort. 


The screenplay by Herbert 
Baker, Edmund Beloin and Henry 
Garson is based on an intrinsically 
humorous story by Ellis Kadison. 
At the end of Wor!d War II, Lewis 
commanded a destroyer escort. The 
Navy has no record he ever turned 
it in. Like other service property, 
unless he can prove he delivered 
the ship to the proper authorities, 
he must pay for it. The film traces, 
through flashbacks, the career of 
the ship and of Lewis. 

There are some funny scenes. 
such as an embarkation of the DE 
from Pearl Harbor with Lewis in 


| effectively captured the 





command for the first time, issuing 
orders as he surreptitiously reads | 
them from a book. But a honey-| 
moon gag, with Lewis torn from his | 
bride on their wedding night to! 
face a naval inquiry, is overdone | 
and the jokes pertaining to it flat | 
and single-meaning. There simply | 
isn’t enough material in “Don't | 
Give Up the Ship” to sustain the | 
length, or enough gocd lines to! 
enliven individual scenes. 

Norman Taurog, who directed, 
has attempted to juice things up| 
by incorporation of sight gags, some 
purely photographic tricks, and | 
this helps. An underwater sequence | 
starts promisingly when Lewis, | 
equipped with aqualung and other | 
subaqueous paraphernalia, dives | 
into the water and keens going} 
straight down until his head gets} 
stuck in the muddy bottom. But'! 
these promises do not pay off or} 
are extended beyond their value. | 

Dina Merrill makes an exceed- | 
ingly attractive Navy ensign who} 
gets entangled with Lewis, and 
Diana Spencer does the hest she 
ean with a simpering role as Lewis’ 
wife, “unkissed,” as the saying | 
goes. although the script makes} 
clear this is not what’s meant. | 
Mickey Shaughnessy is haphazardly | 
amusing as a dense Navy chief, | 
and Robert Middleton is capable | 
as a bemused admiral. Gale Gor- 
don, Mabel Albertson and Claude 
Akins do well by what they have 
to work with. 

Haskell Boggs’ camera work is| 
competent, and Walter Scharf’s | 
music is an asset. Michael Moore 
gets credit as second unit director | 
and Lamar Boren did the under- 
water photography. Powe. | 
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feck Back in Anger 


A good job technically and 
actor-wise. But this adult film 
is very downbeat though pre- 
sold on play's transatlantic 
success; stars and author pro- 
vide marquee value. 
| 





London, May 26. 

Associated-British-Pathe release of a 
Woodfall (Gordon L. T. Scott) production. 
(Werner Bros. release in U.S.). Stars 
Richord Burton, Claire Bloom, Mary Ure; 
festures Edit Evans, Gary Raymond. 
Directed by Tony Richardson. Screenplay, 
Nigel Kneale, from John Osborne’s play; 
editor, Richard Best: camera, Oswaid 
Morris; music supervised by John Addi- 
son. At Empire, London. Running time, 
115 MINS. 


| Maria Martin, Walter Chiari, 


| Lucas, 


studio sets and location he has 
moody 
atmosphere of a drab, rain-soaked 
provincial town. He has encou- 
raged Oswald Morris’s camera to 
move brilliantly and has used 
sound excitingly. Richardson's bow 
into film direction is a technical 


triumph, but somewhere along the | 


line he has lost the heart and the 


| throb that anade the play an ad- 


venture. The film simultaneously 
impresses and depresses. 

With an “X” certificate, which 
means that nobody under 16 may 
see it in Britain, there are still 
enough adults who will want to 
see it partly because of its pre- 
sold publicity. Nigel Kneale’s 
screenplay is a creditable job, with 
human if occasionally violent dia- 
log. He brings in the market-place, 
jazz-club and seedy apartment at- 
mosphere only hinted at in the 
play. But obviously somewhere 


along the line the film has lost| 


its way. Jimmy Porter, the central 
character, is an angry young man 
but there are few indications of 
why he is angry or for what he is 
striving. 

He emerges as a Selfish, incred- 
ibly rude, almost psychopathic who 


hardly ever sparks off a mood that | 
engenders pity or understanding. | 


In the play, Porter (Richard Bur- 


ton) was a rebel—but a mixed-up | 
weakling of a rebel. In the film, | 


as played by Burton, he is an arro- 


gant young man who thinks the) 


world owes him something but can- 
not make up his mind what it is— 


and certainly doesn’t deserve the | 


handout. 

As a reminder, “Anger” 
cerns an ex-college student who 
runs a confectionery push-cart in 


con- | 


a market, plays trumpet and goes) 


out of his way to humiliate his wife 
and friends. His wife leaves him 
and he has an affair with her best 
friend. The girl leaves him and he 
snuggles up again with his wife 
after she has lost their baby. This 
thin theme is merely a peg for 
Osborne to vent his spleen about 
a number of conventions which 
have served the world fairly well 
for a number of years. 

Burton glowers sullenly, vio- 
lently and well as Jimmy Porter 
and it is not his fault that the role 
gives him little opportunity for 
variety. Mary Ure (repeating her 
London & Broadway stage role) as 
the downtrodden, degraded young 
wife is first-class. Claire Bloom 
plays the “other woman” ‘with a 
neat variation of bite and come- 
hitherness. Gary Raymond makes 


| Gerstad’s 


an instant impact as the cosy,| 
kindly friend of the unhappy 
couple. 


Donald Pleasence as a mean, 
mealy-mouthed market official, and 
S. P. Kapoor. as an Indian trader, 
both score. The _ distinguished 
actress, Edith Evans, appears as a 
Cockney woman and has one or 
two excellent moments. 

Chris Barber's music helps 
film no end, especially in 
arresting under-title 
Trumpeter Pat Halcox does a fine 
job in dubbing Burton's horn se- 
quences. 

“Look Back In Anger” is an 
oddly aggravating film. It has some 
splendid touches but falls down 
often in important matters. But 
there is considerable evidence of 
adult brains getting together on an 
adult theme. It is just a pity that 
the theme is too much “Johnny- 
One-Note.” ich. 


the 
the 


Parque De Madrid 
(Retiro Park) 
(ITALIAN—SPANISH—COLOR) 

Madrid, May 26 


Selecciones Capitolio release of a P. C 


; Brio production. With Luisa Della Noce, 


Fernando Rey, Jose Luis Ozores, Vicky 
Lagos, Tony Leblanc, Juanjo Menendez, 
Mary Sant 
pere, Marisa de Leza and Gustavo Rojo 
Directed by Cahen Salaberry. Written by 
Gallardo, Del Castillo and Sal 
vador. At Callao, Madrid. Running time. 
100 MINS. 





Movement in this sketch-filled 
panorama of a day in Madrid's 
Retiro Park is almost limited to 
| fades. “Parque” is strongly remi- 
niscent of and pointedly inferior 
| to Italy’s “Villa Barghese,” as it 
| Weaves coarse comedy and park 
| bench soap opera behind a trail of 
| sun-drenched types who read lines 
| befitting the brittle-dialog. 
| Brightest sketch pairs affable 
| Walter Chiari as a fortune-hunter 


sequences. | 


Senda, 


Here Come the Jets 
(C’SCOPE) 
Well-made programmer. Ac- 
tion meller will give strength 

to double-bills. 








Hollywood, May 29. 

Twentieth-Fox release of Associated 
Producers, Inc production. Stars Steve 
Brodie, Lyn Thomas, Mark Dana, John 
Doucette; costars Jean Carson. Produced 
by Richard Einfeld. Directed by Gene 
Fowler Jr. Screenplay, Louis Vittes; cam- 
era. Karl Struss; music, Paul Dunlap; 
editor, Harry Gerstad. Previewed at Jack 
Wrather’s screening room, May 28, ’59 
Running time, 72 MINS. 


Logan . Steve Brodie 
Joyce ° . Lyn Thomas 
Wallack ... Mark Dana 
Randall ... John Doucette 
Pre ee Jean Carson 
Burton Carleton Young 
Henley ‘“ Joseph Turkel 
B-Girl . Gloria Moreland 
Blonde .. cae Vikki Dougan 
Bartender . I. Stanford Jolley 





“Here Come the Jets” is a budget 
film designed for second place on! 
a double bill. The Richard Einfeld 
production for 20th-Fox is, none- 
theless, a compact and interesting 
melodrama with a topical back- 
ground, testing of jet airliners. 
While it is not designed to be a 
prime attraction, it will be a satis- 
faction to the customers. 

Steve Brodie plays an alcoholic 
Korean War hero in Louis Vittes’ 
screenplay. He is hauled out of the 
drunk tank and put to work as a 
test pilot by John Doucette, driv- 
ing genius of an aircraft plant, who 
believes he can be rehabilitated. 
Brodie has some setbacks but he 





overcomes them in time to be in 
on testing of the big new jetliner | 
that is Doucette’s star creation. 
Vittes’ story is clean and his 
dialog is generally lean and sharp. | 
Fowler has taken excellent advan- | 
tage of technical aspects of jet 
construction and testing to have 
suspense and excitement arise nat- | 
urally out of situation. One scene, | 
in a “flight simulator,” where 
Brodie cracks up (mentally) as he} 
is unable to handle a plane in theo- 
retical flight, is a good example 
of this. The scene is as gripping as 
if it were an actual plane in trou-| 
ble. Fowler makes good use of Kar] | 
Struss’s camera work, and Harry 
editing Transitional 
shots have unusual value, and 
double-exposures and establishing 
shots help tell the story without 
superfluous wordage. Kay Norton} 
did the good aerial photography, 
which is also adroitly utilized. 
Brodie gives a performance of 
depth, without lettng his character 
get out of hand. Doucette is inter-} 
esting as a pleasantly humorous 
rugged individualist, and Jean Car-| 


son contributes an_ ingratiating 
comedy-romantic character. Lyn 
Thomas, Mark Dana, Carleton 


Young and Joseph Turkel are also 
good in important roles. 

Paul Dunlap’s musical score is 
inventive, and sound by Steve Bass 
is good. Powe. 


The H-Man 
(WIDESCREEN—COLOR) 


Good story well made. Pic is 
exploitable. 





Hollywood, June 2. 
Columbia release of a Toho production. | 


Produced by Tomoyuki Taneka. Directed 
by Inoshiro Honda. Screenplay. Takeshi 
Kimura, from original story by Hideo 
Kaijo; special effects, Eiji Tsuburaya; 


camera (Eastmancolor), Hajime Koizumi; | 

sound, Choshichiro Mikemi and Masanobu 

Migami. Previewed. at Columbia, May 28 
INS 


59. Rurning time, 79 M e 

Actors: Yumi Shirakawa, Kenji Sahara, 

Akihiko Hirata, Eitaro Ozawa, Koreya 
Bitzuru Sato. 





“The H-Man” is a filmy green 
monster created from a_ slimy 
liquid that dissolves human beings | 
as it oozes through Tokyo like 
jellied consomme. The Japanese 
Toho Production is well made and 
seemingly more thoughtful than 
the company’s two other U.S. sum- 
mer releases ‘Metro’s “The Mys- | 
terians’ and Warner Bros.’ “Gigan- 
tis’) and Columbia will be able to} 
exploit good bookings with the | 
widescreen, color production. | 

The story is reminiscent of last | 
year’s Paramount release, “The 
Blob,” and while recollective oe 
ence-fiction addicts may pooh-pooh | 
the idea of an Oriental copy, they 
should be pleased indeed with the 
quality of the replica. It abounds 
in fewer special effects than either 
“‘Mysterians” or “Gigantis,” but its 
one effect—namely, the disintegra- 


| by Tom Graeff. 
| graphed the film, edited it, super- 


} one 


looking nightclub entertainer, is 
excellent, as are Kenji Sahara, as 
the chief detective, and Akihiko 
Hirata, as a scientist. The Takeshi 
Kimura screenplay (from an origi- 
nal story by Hideo Kaijo) is effec- 
tive, and Inoshiro Henda’s direction 
takes full advantage of the story, 
the special effect (directed by Fiji 
Tsuburaya) and the terror gen- 
erated by both. Tomoyuki Tanaka 
produced, with the 
excellent production 
Hajime Koizumi's cinematography, 
Takeo Kita’s art direction, Masuru 
Sato’s music and the sound by 


Choshichiro Mikami and Masanobu | 


Migami. 
Culturally, it is unfortunate the 


West has made such inroads in the | 


Orient that a Japanese picture, 
such as this one, looks more like an 
American film with Japanese 
actors. Ron, 


Teenagers From Outer 
Space 





Unusual sci-fi programmer to 
be paired, in most situations, 
with “Gigantis.” 





Hollywood, June 2. 
Warner Bros. release of a Tom Graeff 
production. Stars David Love, Dawn An- 
derson, Harvey B. Dunn, Bryan Grant, 
Tom Lockyear, King Moody, Helen Sage, 
Frederic Welch. Written, 


directed by Tom Graeff, Previewed at 
Warner's, May 29, °59. Running time, | 
63 MINS. 

Derek David Love | 


Betty Morgan ...... 


Grandpa Morgan Harvey B. Dunn 


or ; 
Joe Rogers .....-s0.+++5 Tom Lockyear 
CEN onn6indeessadtckes King Moody 
Miss Morse Helen Sage 
Dr. Brandt Frederic Welch 


“Teenagers From Outer Space” 
was written, produced and directed 
He also photo- 


vised its sound and music, created 
its special effects, played one of 
its leading roles and released it 
through Warner Bros. The science- 


fiction melodrama, an_ off-beat 
dualer for WB packaging with 
“Gigantis,” is oddly appealing. 


Perhaps due in part to a lower 
than low budget, the film often is 
inescapably inept. Lighting is poor, 
interiors are pallid, the monster 
is pathetically makeshift. The film 
is impudently grandiose in its tone 
and is more likely to elecit shrieks 
of amusement than horror. 

But the film also is carefully 
thought out, concocted of exploit- 
able elements, yet different from 
its many predecessors. While 
Graeff may not have made a good 
picture, he has made an interesting 
that every now and again 
smacks of brilliance. Several scenes 
—e.g., a sequence of youngsters 
peering wide-eyed at their first 
spaceman—are composed of an 
artistry that marks Graeff as a 
filmmaker to be heard from. 

The story is of outer-space be- 
ings who have scoured the uni- 
verse for a place to graze their 
gargons, crab-like animals that 
grow as big as houses in a single 
day and enjoy people more than 
alfalfa. The spacemen land on 
Earth, and one of them finds family 
life here a darn sight better than 


| the automative society which raised 


him. He decides to convert and, in 
the end, is killed while saving 


| Earth from the possibility of being 
overrun by the herds of man-eat- | 
|not been followed with anything 


ing creatures. 

The cast carries out its assign- 
ment efficiently when allowed to 
be unpretentious. David Love is 


| epecially affable as the good space- 


men, and Bryan Grant and King 
Moody are appropriately nasty as 
the bad ones. Dawn Anderson is 
fine as the young love interest, and 
Harvey B. Dunn. as Grandpa, is 
sympathetically good. Sonia Torge- 
son, seen only briefly in a swim- 


| ming pool sequence, should have 
| stayed around a bit longer before 


being turned, as were so many, into 

a bare skeleton via Graeff’s focus- 

ing disintegration ray gun. Ron. 
—— re 


‘South Pacific’ 


Continued from page 3 eae 














feelings about Rossano Brazzi. 
Though, in the end, Brazzi’s name 
was removed from the Italian ads, 
the boxoffice didn’t improve. Amer- 
ican musicals generally afe:.t suc- 


technically | 
aided by! 


produced and | 


“’) Dawn Anderson | 


Bryan Grant | 





Film Export Assn. 


aa Continued from page 3 eee 
most promising. Eventually, how- 
lever, as commercial (as against 
| government-controlled) tv spreads 
| abroad, a considerable market for 
| theatrical pictures also may de- 
|velop. If this has not happened 
so far it is because of the real and 
imposed restrictions that exist on 
foreign tv, particularly in Britain. 

However, the U. S. distribs are 
aware that, in the years to come, 
overseas tv’s programming needs 
will expand. At that time, they'll 
have not only tv series, but already 
dubbed theatrical pix to offer. 
Latter would bring them into open 
conflict with the local industries, 
which have been working out tight 
systems for controlling the flow 
of films to tv. 

Seeking to avoid the U. S. ex- 
ample, where thousands of films 
flowed to tv and badly hurt the 
|theatre business, Britain, Ger- 
many and now also Sweden have 
|formed special outfits to acquire 
and thus control the sale of pix to 
tv. Whether the Americans would 
buck the displeasure of local ex- 
hibs and sell anyway is open to 
For the moment, with 
; the governmenis still so closely 
tied to tv service, it appears that 
nothing will be done to seriously 
build up tv as competition to the 
theatres, which contributes heavily 
via taxes. 

Whether the MPEA tv commit- 
tee would eventually be open to 
membership by non-MPEA out- 
fits seeking to be repped abroad 
and to get information is up in 
the air. The Association is being 
extremely closemouthed about the 
whole business, as indeed the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America has 
treated its recent “committee 
mood” as a dark secret, refusing 
to state even which committees 
| have been formed. 

A number of such MPAA groups 
have been created on a top level 
to deal with present problems, and 
also in an effort to obtain more 
statistical information. With the 
exception of the MPAA committee 
on exhibitor relations, these units 
aren't as yet functioning. 


eee 


Circuit Stocks 


=—_—_— Continued from page 3 eee 


in part, is maintaining with film 
production and exhibition. 

It's cited that investor interest 
in Walt Disney Productions had 
been going up and up on the basis 
of anticipation of big money for 
“Sleeping Beauty.” Some cau- 
tion set in at exactly the same 
time that “Beauty” became estab- 
lished as a good, but not great, 
boxoffice performer. And now 
Disney is going up again as “Shag 
fy Dog” climbs to the big money- 
making league. 

Paramount is another example. 
Par stock fell $1.75 per share last 
week, after a long continuing up- 
grade, apparently due to the fact 
that “Ten Commandments” has 





| question. 











else looking like blue-chips b.o. 

_ In mostly all cases Wall Street 
is playing the film trade day and 
date. The stock trading indicates 
the ups and downs of each come 
Pany’s welfare on a near-to day 
to day basis. It’s not like the old 
days when the downtowners would 
| Wait that six months before tak- 
ing their position. 


| 
Canada Censors 


=e COntinued from page 5 —— 
backed theatre owners or opera- 
tors who believed the lack of fam- 
ily entertainment—on the part of 
producers—was hurting an indus- 
try on which this type of enter- 
tainment was built. 

The fiscal year ending March 
31, 1959, showed 567 full-length 
films submitted for the Board’s at- 
tention, this a 20-year low. The 
percentage of foreign films—not 
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in the English language—shows an 
increase of 35° over the 12-month 
period, this indicating the extent 
toe which Ontario has been affected 


Jimmy Porter tion of the human. body—is skill- 
delena Charles . 
Alison Porter 

Mrs. Tanner 

Cliff Lewis —_ 
Colonel Redfern . 


ver Eaton ‘with popular Catalan comedienne 
“Mary Ure Mary Santpere. But it’s no more 
than a vaude act. In the main, a 


_ Edith Evans 
cinn Bytay mond | talent-studded cast including Fer- 


, cessful in much of Europe. “South 
fully and terrifyingly adept. | Pacific” is the first picture in the 
_“H-Man” is as timely a Stron- | poqd-ao process to play in Britain. 
tium 90 in describing how hydro- | prior top grosser there was “Gone 


Sire. Redfern . Phyllis Nielson-Terry | nando Rey, Ozores, Tony Leblanc, gen bomb tests have reduced living | y;; Se aee ail 0.000 in! by the j : , : : 
Burst itis Donald Pisasence | Marisa de Leza and Gustavo Rojo things to a gelitancus mass which, | edad Pas spain sen Stverthe wave, said 
Kapoor itd toe ae &. P. Kapoor are hench-bound in static talk. in oa, peg gece — —-y in the U Ss. Magna and 20th-Fox His annual report showed an 
ws 1 Se 0 4 S., Mas ‘ 
eorge Devine | The Agfacolor looked good. ing fissue it touches. e iguic | are using a triple -exposure tech-| even 300 Hollywood-released films 


awe cane Walter Hudd - 
Anne Dickins Werb. 


. Bernice Swanson 


lives, and, to stay alive, seeks 9 | nique. “South Pacific” is being re- 


| repast mostly composed of the} ‘ 
W.B.T.V. Commercial & Indus-| heroes, heroines and heavies of this | Slotted as a roadshow attraction 


Actor 
Girl A.S.M. 


eany 


as Compared with 366 last year; - 
the United Kingdom, 79 vs. 68; 
Canada and Australia, none; and 








| (two-a-day and raised admissions) 


Tony Richardson, who staged the 
lay, “Look Back In Anger,” which 
elped to hoist John Osborne into 

the bigtime, has now tackled the 
same subject as his first directorial 
chore. By adroit juxtaposition of 


trial Films Inc., a Delaware corpo- 
ration, recently filed a certificate 
of surrender of authority to con- 
duct business in New York State. 
R W. Perkins of Manhattan was 
the attorney, 





| 
| 


| nuclear monster, it is a compara- | Played 


picture. Once the authorities be- 
lieve those who have seen the 


tively simple matter to do away 
with it via a manmade holocausi. | 
Yumi Shirakawa. as a delightful | 


in many of the places where it 
originally. After that, 
towards the late summer, it’s to be 
made available via regular ruts, 
in the printdown version. 


France down to four this year as 
compared to 12 last 12-month. 
Other film imports included West 
Germany, Italy, Greece, Japan and 





Russia, these all] up. 
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Barbered ‘Tarzan’ Bothers Paper 


The Boston Herald editorially 


Boston, June 2. 
spoofed the idea of Tarzan “go- 


ing adult” in an editorial Saturday (30), in which the newspaper 
said: ‘Tarzan producer Sy Weintraub told VARIETY, has been given 
a haircut, a perfect command of the English language and an 


‘adult’ lovelife. 


“We suppose this means the works. No more of that crude ‘Me 


Tarzan, you Jane’ stuff, followed 


by a quick fadeout and pan to a 


chimpanzee drinking coconut milk in a nearby tree. Now it will 
be a well barbered Tarzan murmuring to Jane in the best Ronald 
Colman tradition, ‘Darlirg, you look postively devastating to- 
night. I think my id and your ego are going to hit it off just per- 
fectly.’ And the scene won't be interrupted by any foolish monkey 


business either. 


“Somehow, we long for the good old days. And we'll bet Edgar 
Rice Burroughs would too, if he were still around.” 








Local 4 Spurns Dick Walsh's 
Personal Campaign in Brooklyn 


Richard F. Walsh, president of + 


the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, was 


in effect rebuffed by his home| 


union, Local 4, Brooklyn stage- 
hands, when the membership iast 
week defeated the candidates for 


Office actively supported by him. | 


Walsh put his prestige on the line 
and vigorously campaigned per- 
sonally for the election of Tom 
Murtha as financial secretary- 
treasurer and for a slate for the 
executive board and trustees. All 
Walsh-supported candidates were 
defeated. 

Previously Walsh had _ been 
president of the local, but he re- 
signed three months ago along 
with Murtha, who had been busi- 
ness agent, when the membership 
revolted against the Walsh-Murtha 
administration. 


In the meanwhile, a slate, 


headed by Thomas Tierney, was} 


elected to complete the three 
months remaining of Walsh's re- 
gime. Last week's election was 
held for the purpose of electing 


officers for a new full two-year | 


term. Waish himself was not a 
candidate, but he conducted a 
“sidewalk” campaign in Brooklyn 
for his men. 

Tierney, who ran unopposed. 
was reelected prexy unanimously, 
as were v.p. Frank Mortimer, cor- 
responding and recording secre- 
tary Jack Finnerty, and business 


agent John Coleman. Morris 
Miller defeated Walsh's candidate, 
Tom Murtha, by 71 votes to 50 


votes for the office of financial 
secretary-treasurer, Named to the 
executive board and defeating 
Walsh's choices were James Col- 
lins, Roy Curtis, James Hutchin- 
son, George Murray and Walter 
Wills, Similarly elected trustees 
were Frank De Nyse, Frank 
Pietragall and Charles Saltzman. 


DEPT. STORE GOBBLES 
UP NEARBY THEATRE 


Toronto, June 2. 

Bay Theatre, 477-seater grind 
between the south and east of 
Simpson’: head department store 
(affiliated in Canada with Sears 
of Chicago). has been sold 
Simpson's for $400,000, as report- 
ed by Henry N. Nathanson, part- 
ner of Bay Theatres Ltd. 

House, which has only a 35- 
foot frontage, was opened in 1928 
by the Frankling brothers who 
had operated a pawn shop and 
jewelry store to immediate west 
site. (Nathanson’s late brother, 
N. L. Nathanson, was former pres- 
ident of Famous Players Cana- 
dian.) 








‘Secret Radio Password 
Good for Cuffo Admish 


Albany, June 2. 
A novel tieup between Alan V. 
Iselin’s three drive-ins and Schine- 
owned WPTR provides for free 








admissions of drivers, Wednesday | 


and Thursday, by giving a “secret | ~ 
. aaa tures for the holidays amounts to | Sol Fisher against Warner Bros. 


password” broadcast over the sta- 
tion and changed each day. The 
passwords are tied into promotions 
for the station and its mikemen. 
| A replacement for the “Bump- 
er Strip Nites” used last year by 
Iselin and WPTR, and employed 
by an increased number of Albany 
area drive-ins and radio stations 
this year, the password idea has 
been copyrighted, according to a 
WPTR spokesman. “Trouble” is 
lahead for any station infringing 
on it. 


Turnpike, Westmere; Auto-Vision, 
East Greenbush; and Super 50, 
Schenectady-Baliston Road. 


Firstrun ‘Hercules’ In 
Seven Nabe Situations; 
Minneapolis Watching 


Minneapolis, June 2. 

Industry here is expected to 
watch with much interest and up- 
town exhibitors undoubtedly will 
be hoping that it'll be ushering in 
more such local innovations when 
Warner Bros. on Ju’y 22 releases 
“Hercules” firstrun to seven Min- 
neapolis neighborhood houses in 
the earliest clearance slot, 28 days, 
instead of downtown. The seven 
will be playing it day and date. 

It'll mark the first time here 
| that a major company has launched 
| one of its pictures in the neighbor- 
hoods thusly. The sales policy, how- 
ever, of course. has been utilized 
from time to time in New York 
and, perhaps, in a few other cities, 
the past year. 
| The move is considered all the 
;}more radical by local industry 
| leaders in view of the fact that cur- 
|rently product is not too plentiful 
| by any means. 
| Why Warner Bros. is playing the 
| picture in only seven, instead of 
| all 11 of the 28-day houses, is 
| probably due to an insufficiency of 
|prints. That insufficiency on an- 
| other recent occasion has resulted 
|in a law suit against it in the in- 








stance of “Auntie Mame” which} 


|also was offered only to the seven 
|instead of 11 uptown theatres for 
jinitial subsequent-run showings. 


| One of the leftout houses, alleging | 


| discrimination, is plaintiff in the 
suit. 





M REVIVAL, IF- 





PRODUCT FLOW 
SUSTAINED GAIN 


Theatre business—numbers of 
people—in the U. S. since last Jan- | 
uary is definitely up over last year | 
and exhibitors are now cautiously | 
optimistic. Feeling is that the 
worst is over and that, given at- 
tractive product, the theatres can 
expect to draw increased attend- 
ance. 

Situation throws the spotlight | 


once again on the perennial thea- | 
tre beef that the distributors, by 
“hoarding” the big films for the 
July holidays, are strangling the 
business precisely at a time when | 
good product could help push the | 
upbeat trend. 

17% Attendance Up 


According to circuit operator 
Harry Brandt, the attendance ise 
in his circuit for the first three 
months of 1959 amounted to a 
whopping 17%. However, he said 
because of a lack of top films dur- 
ing the past two months, the over- 
all rise for the first five months of 
1959 will be cut back to only 5%. 
“We can do good business if only | 
they give us the product.” Brandt | 
emphasized. “Holding back pic- | 








a crime against the theatres.” | 

The overall upturn in attendance 
isn't phenomenal—it runs any- 
where from 4% to 17%—but it's | 
certainly sufficient to indicate that 
people are coming back to the 


Swiss Eidophor, Via Parent CIBA Co. 
Will Compete in Closed-Circuit Biz 





Schulberg Freres Will Roll 


Book by Congressman 
Budd and Stuart Schulberg have 
conclided a deal with Columbia 
for the screen version of “The 
Bridge of Remagen,” based on 
the book by Congressman Ken 
Hechler. 
Budd Schulberg is currently 
working on the screenplay and 
Stuart Schulberg will produce 
under the Schulberg Productions 
banner. 


Litigating Question: May 
Theatre Be Passed Over 
On ‘No Prints’ Defense? 


Minneapolis, June 2. 

Whether film companies are ob- 
ligated legally to treat all of their 
theatre customers of the same rec- 
ognized standard and category on 
an equal basis is an issue in the 
$100,000 damage suit brought in 
district court here by circuit owner 





The action is an outgrowth of 


er’s two local neighborhood houses 
in the earliest subsequent -run 
clearance slot, 28 days. 

There are 11 such 28-day uptown 


+ CIBA, the Swiss-controlled drug, 


plastics and dye concern, last week 
unveiled plans to enter the closed- 
circuit business in the U. S. with 
|its Eidophor large-screen tv pro- 
jjector. It has formed Eidophor 
Inc. and plans, for a starter, tobe 
most active in the business meet- 
ing field. 

Eidophor, which for years has 
been tested by 20th-Fox for its 
application to theatre television, 
is capable of projecting images in 
either black-and-white or in color, 
depending on the model. A dem- 
onstration of Eidophor last week 
provided a varying black-and-white 
picture quality, ranging from a 
fuzzy image to one that appeared 
to be quite sharp. 

The coler transmission failed to 
| impress, with the tint effect ap- 
| pearing to be washed out. E:do- 
phor color shown by 20th several 
| years ago appeared much sharper 
| and real at that time. CIBA execs 
| blamed a variety of cireumstances 
| inherent in local conditions for the 
| failure of the equipment to per- 
| form at its full potential. 
| Harry B. Marshall, vp. of 
| CIBA, Inc., U. S. subsid of the 
| Swiss parent company, confirmed 








| alleged discrimination against Fish-| the Varrery report of last week 


| (27) that CIBA ‘and not 20th— 
|owned the basic patent rights on 
| Eidophor and that the two compa- 
|nies were planning to set up a 


Iselin’s automobilers tied in are: 


" “Hercules” is going to the same 
Hallberg to Lincoln seven “leading” neighborhood 
Omaha, June 2. | houses to which “Auntie Mame” 
Herman Hallverg, Omaha branch | Went. They're the Terrace, River- 
manager for 20th Century-Fox the | View and St. Louis Park (undoubt- 
past two years and longtime thea-| edly the three top uptown theatres 
treman, yesterday (1) resigned to | here) and the Richfield, Hopkins, 
become the Lincoln, Neb., man-| Hollywood and Edina. Left out in 
ager of the Cooper Theatre Foun- | the cold again are the Varsity, Ritz, 
dation. Hollywood and Columbia Heights. 
Hallberg will be succeeded here | , In St. Paul “Hercules” will play 
by Frank Larson, formerly at Salt downtown firstrun at the Strand. 
Lake City for Fox. | However, immediately after its loop 
|}engagement it will go into the 
Cinema Sound Stage Corp. has "eighborhood houses, the Strand 
filed dissolution papers with the | having waived the 28-day clearance 
Secretary of State in Albany, | protection. 
through Jaffa, Katz, Moselle &| Minor distributors occasionally 





theatres. There’s some special sig- 
nificance in this since, by general 
concensus, the product released 
during the first four months of this 
year hasn't been as big as during 
the same period in 1958. 

Even areas like Oklahoma, where 
theatre biz has been slack for some 
years now, have shown a distinct 
| improvement. Point is that it’s not 

merely theatre gross is up—that 
| could be explained via higher ad- 
missions and the pocketing of tax 
relief at the start of this year— 
but physical attendance is curving 
| upwards. 
| Now that summer has started, 
the industry gets the additional 
| large flow of coin from the drive- 
| ins. It’s too early te compare the 
two drive-in seasons since last year 
the ozoners were hit by bad weath- 
er in the late spring and ear] sum- 
mer and were slow to get going. 
Hyman’s Point 

| Edward L. Hyman, American 
Broadcasting - Paramount Theatre 
v.p., said last week that, for the 
past three weeks, weekend busi- 
ness (including Friday nights) has 
been up on all types of pictures. 
This will be given an added im- 
petus in the weeks to come since 
schools over the country let out 
| and youngsters will seek diversion 
at the theatres. 

The distributors, faced with the 
theatre charge of “hoarding” prod- 
uct, find themselves in a difficult 
| spot. Some, like 20th-Fox, deny 
| flatly that they have such a policy, 
| and they point to specific releases 
| to contradict the exhibitor charge. 





| 


At Universal, general sales man-| 


| ager Hy Martin noted that “Insti- 
| tution of Life” was being put and 


| that U just didn’t have any big 


son, the sales topper, pointed to 
“Woman Obsessed” as proof that 


Yet, the exceptions seem to 
(Continued on page 61) 


[Harrison Policy 


To underscore the importance 


hibitor who hasn't seen it. 


suring himself of prime theatre 


legit hit and has abortion as its 





Schier. (Continued on page 17) 


theatres here, but when Warner | Swiss outfit to license theatrical 
Bros. released “Auntie Mame” for} Use and/or manufacture of the 
‘its initial subsequent-run showings |Eidophor equipment. General 
the distributor had only seven| Electric has been licensed to man- 
‘prints and did not offer it to all of | Ufacture the unit in the U. S., but 
lthe 11. Among the four theatres | 4Pparently isnt’ eager to go ahead 
!excluded were Fisher's 28day Var-! with it. 

| sity and Ritz. The Mystery Still 

| The seven theatres favored by Marshall was unable to explain 
Warner Bros. were in an artificially | how 20th, which doesn’t own Eido- 
‘created area, Fisher contends.| phor, was in a position to license 
“Auntie Mame” did big business the GE manufacture of the equip- 
jin all of these houses so that the | ment. 

Varsity and Ritz were deprived of; It was disclosed that Eidophor 
substantial profits, it’s claimed. /|Inc., which has ordered 40 black- 
{| Fisher’s complaint insists that | and-white Eidophor units from the 
{the Varsity and Ritz, being in the | Swiss, had signed a contract with 
same category as the favored seven Teletalent, Inc.. N. Y. tv produc- 
| theatres, were entitled to get the ing organization, to produce Eido- 
picture on the same date and terms | phor’s shows in the business, medi- 
as other Minneapolis neighborhood! cal, scientific and educational 
houses in the earliest clearance) fields. Teletalent is headed by 
slot. | Louis L. Tyrrell and Jay E. Raeben. 
| Prior to the filing of the dam Eidophor currently has two ma- 
age suit, the district court rejected | chines and a third portable unit 
Fisher's motion for a temporary in-| available. It is capable of project- 
junction to restrain Warner Bros. | ing color from locations in a radius 
from releasing the picture to the | of from 40 to 50 miles. Due to the 
seven favored theatres without re-|required band width, Eidophor 
leasing it to the Varsity and Ritz. can’t be transmitted beyond that 
Warner Bros. counsel successfully | or over regular lines. There is no 
|in this instance contended that it | such restriction on black-and-white 
has the right to choose its custom- | shows, which are being transmitted 
ers. It explained that the picture’s| on a 441 line count. 

great popularity had caused a print | 


} 


| pictures available until later in| 
the summer. At 20th, Alex Harri-| 


his company wasn’t holding back. | 


shortage. 

Warner Bros. now has asked for 
an extension of time to answer pre- 
trial Fisher interrogatories. These 
call upon the film company to ex- 
plain if there was any difference 
in the licensing of “Auntie Mame” 
from that of its other top pictures, 
whether it had been possible to 
obtain the additional prints to serv- 
lice all 11 instead of only seven 
earliest clearance slot theatres here 
and other information. 

H. S. Blacker, counsel for Fisher, 
says that facts brought to light 
|from the interrogatories and testi- 
mony at the trial will determine if 
an anti-trust conspiracy suit will 
be brought against Warner Bros. 
‘in federal court. 








The N. Y. Eidophor demonstra- 
tion was from two units, in black- 
| and-white and color, and was vir- 
| tually all “live.” Marshall said 
|20th, for theatre-tv purposes, 
| would have to find a system of re- 
| placing the carbon arc light source 
|used so far, This was denied by 
a 20th technical spokesman. The 
black-and-white unit is capable of 
providing a picture up to 40 ft. 
wide and 30 ft. high. 


STATE, SAN FRANCISCO, 
TO BECOME GARAGE 


San Francisco, June 2. 
One of Frisco’s downtown land- 
marks, a key first-run theatre for 
| 30 years, has been sold and will be 
wrecked to make way for a park- 





Can't Buy Film Sight Unseen 


the most effective promotional campaign on the local level, 20th- 
Fox will not allow its “Blue Denim” film to be booked by any ex- 


Alex Harrison, the 20th general sales manager who put out the 
ruling, said he was determined that “Blue Denim” wasn’t going to 
be “just another picture going down the chute.” He added that, 
by forcing exhibitors to see the film before booking it, he was as- 


Harrison also disclosed that the picture, which is based on the 


from August release to permit more time for a massive campaign 
buildup. Film, while featuring a revamped ending (in the play 
the girl goes throucsh with the abortion), is said to be unusually 
candid in its diclog end situations. 


ing garage with shops at the street 


Seller is AB-PT, through its sub- 
sidiary California Paramount Corp. 
Buyers are contractor Del E. Webb 
and Dr. Simon Garter in what Dr. 
a described as “a $5,000,000 

eal.” 

Dr. Garter, a: retired Frisco 
dentist, said AB-PT “will stay in 
the picture.” 

Scheduled for demolition is the 
2,000-seat State, on Frisco’s main 
stem, Market Street. 

The house was built in 1917 at a 
cost of $2,000,000 and was then 
named the California. It was one 
of the biggest and most lavish 
silent-film theatres built up to that 

(Continued on page 15) 


on ‘Blue Denim’ 


or the production and to insure 


consideration and playing time. 


main theme, would be withdrawn 
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8 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 3, vial 





Chi Spotty; ‘Jane’ Rousing $20,000, 
‘Pork Chop’ Fancy 196, Flesh’ 156, 
‘Capone’ Hep 226, ‘Room Big 106, 6 


Chicago, June 2. 
With pleasant weekend weather 
spurring the holiday exodus, Loop 
first-runs look to post spotty tallies 





Key City Grosses 





this session. Chief newcomer, 

Roosevelt's “It Happened to Jane,” , 

looks dandy $20,000. “The Bed”| Estimated Total Gross 

initialer at the World lured a trim| This Week _ $2,106,000 

$5,300. (Based on 22 cities and 222 
“Pork Chop Hill” had a_ busy | theatres, chieriy first runs, in- 


State Lake second session. In same | cluding N. Y.) 


round, Chicago’s “Young Philadel- | 


Last Year $2,592,667 


phians” took fair coin. Oriental’s | 

“Warlock” is slow, also in second. (Based on 24 cities and 253 
Third round of “World, Flesh, | theatres. ) 

Devil” notched a good total at the | — 








W oods 


“Al Capone” is holding up in|6 
excellent style in fourth week at | S$ ‘a 
Todd's Cinestage. Esquire’s “Room | 


at the Top” is rated socko in sixth | 

session f f G k’ | 1¢ 
Eleventh rame o yarrick’s 

“Shaggy Dog” is great while | incy; as 

“Some Like It Hot” looks boff in | 

United Artists’ 11th week. “Gigi” Cincinnati. June 2. 


looms lively in 14th session at the 
Loop 


Estimates for This Wee™ this week to overcome increasing | 
c hicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80), summer _ competition. “Young 
“Young Philadelphians” ‘(WB) | Philadelphians,” is shaping fair at 
(2d wk). Fair $19,000. Lest week,'the Paiace, but “Woman Ob-} 
$24,000. | sessed,” looms mild at Albee. Do- 
Esquire ‘H&E Balaban) (1,350;/ing better than either as a_ new 
$1.50)—"“Room at Top” (Cont) (6th/entry is “It Happened to Jane,” 
wk). Socko $10,000. Last week,/800d at Keith's. Imitation of | 
$8,800 | Life” is winding up a successful | 


seven-week run at the small Grand 

Poe ark ae werent '“South Seas Adventure” is solid 
Shaggy san BY By in 3lst week at Capitol. Besides | 

Great $14,000. Last wee the home stay of the Cincy Reds, 
Loop ‘Telem't) (606; 90-S1.80)— | swim pools, a 44-day racing meet 

“Gigi” (M-G) (14th wk). Big $12.-/ at River Downs and Mark Kroll’s 

500. Last week, $12,500. Summer Playhouse are providing 
MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25-! 


sharp competition. 
$3)—"“‘Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) | Estimates for This Week 


Garrick (BE&K) (850; $0-$1.25)— |. 


5 ~) en = P | 

} yg Dull $8,500. Last week, | Albee (RKO) (3.100: 90-$1.25)-— 

Wei sani Ceili ans Py—a oo. oad Mr 
é ‘ UU, 0o-9U)— | $8,000. Last week, “Wor ‘lesh, 

“Gunsmoke in Tucson” (AA) and | Deyij” (M-G), $7,500. a , 

“King of Wild Stallions” (AA). | Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1.376: 

Good $5,500. Last week, “These | Pp rf peers ° “pots sates 

1.000 Hills” (20th) and’ “Smiley | $1.20-$2.65—“South, Seas Adven- 

Gets Gun” (20th). $4.£00 ture” (Cinerama) (31st wk). Solid 

ee ee, ee See , | $15,000 or over. Last week, $14,000. 
= ene yyy es aon Grand (RKO) ‘1.400; 90-$1.50)— 

_- arioc (LUC (2 VK). “ * : . fa"? (Ty) 7th ‘ 

$15,000. Last week, $22,000. | “Imitation of Life U ith we. | 
Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1 434. | Oke $5,000 after $6,000 last week. 

$1.25-$3.40)—"South Seas Adven- | Keith's (Shor) (1,500; 90—$1.25 | 
ture” (Cinerama) (36th wk). Steady |—"It Happened to Jane” (Col). 
$2 2 |Good $7,000. Last week, “Alias 
$20,000. Last week, $24.000. = B00 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.400: 90-$1.80) | Jesse James” (UA (2d wk), $5,800 
“It Happened to Jane” (Col).| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25)— 

Strong $20,000. Last week, “Imita- | “Young Philadelphians” |WB). Fair 

tion of Life’ (U) (10th wk’, "$13, 000. | $8,000 or near. Last week, “Shane” 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90-|(Par) and “Trouble With Harry” 

$1.80)—"Pork Chop Hili” (UA) (2d| (Par) (reissues), $6,000. 

522 “ee $19,000. Last week,| Valley (Wiethe) (1,200; $1.50- | 
: }$2.50—“Diary of Anne Frank” | 
Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1. 25) | (20th) (2d wk). Holding to mild 
“Law Is Law” (Cont) (2d wk). | $7,000 preem tempo. Rave reviews 

Oke $3.800. Last week , $4,400. }of Cinevy Enquirer E. B. Radcliffe | 

‘o _— ri ge (Todd) 1, ad and Post & Tisses-Star Dale Ste- | 

90-31.80)—"/ apone” ( ( |vens, spotlighted in extra ads, 

wk). Hep $22,000 or near. Last eer with some improvements. | 


week, $24,000 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.80\—"‘Some Like It Hot’ ‘UA)} 
‘llth wk). Boff $16,000. Last week, 
$13,000 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 90-$1. ne | 
—‘‘World, Flesh, Devil” ‘M-G) 
wk). Good $15,000 or near. Leet 
week, $18,000 

World (Teitel) (606; $1.25-$1.50) 
—"The Bed” Nice $5,300. 





Phils Top Newcomer 
In L’ville, Lofty $6,500; 
‘Life’ Lush 56 in Sth : 


Louisville, June 2. 


(Kings). ow § ; * te parry. 
Last week, “Horse's Mouth” (Lo- | Young Philadelphians be rg 
pert) (12th wk), $3,109. | ing the ball for newcomers at the 


, Mary Anderson this week. Other 
| new entries are coming in rege 
tepid takes. “Imitation of Life” 
| the Kentucky, in fifth week om 





‘Pork Chop’ Rich $7,500, 
Mpls.; ‘Windiammer’ Big 
136, ‘Phillys’ Fancy 86 ; 


‘World, Flesh and Devil’ at the 
Brown is slow while “Count Your | 


* | Bl lessings” at United Artists looms 

Suc muaneepatis, dune 3. | drab. “Al Capone” at Rialto is 
Such formidable entries as} rt h i d re 1 
“Pork C hop Hill” and Young Si ggis in second round. renera 
situation here finds plenty of 


Philade!phians” are apparently be- 


ing hurt by a long holiday weekend | graduations demanding attention 


of younger patrons. 


which started for many workers | : : 
on Friday. It accounted for a con- Estimates for This Week 
siderable excdus from the city. Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,209; 
However, “Hill” is fancy at Lyric. | 60-90)—‘World, Flesh, Devil” 
Latter is rated sturdy. Daylight; (M-G). Slow $3,500. Last week, 
Savings time continues to be ad-| “Night Quarter Moon” (M-G) and 
verse boxoffice influence. “Doctor’s Dilemma” (M-G), same. 
Lesser newcomers, ‘Watusi” Kentucky (Switow) (900; 75- 
and “Naked Maja” are only light.| $1.25)—“Imitation of Life” (U) 
Holdovers include “Windjammer” | (5th wk). Big $5,000. Fourth week, | 


in its 28th week and 
Top.” Latter is lofty 
“Shane,” also in the second, looms 


“Room at 


; | $6,000. 
in second | 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 


‘ ally hi 60-90) —‘“‘Young Philadelphians” 

unusually big for an oldie. (WB). Sturdy $6,500 or near. Last | 

Estimates for This Week week, “Lonelyhearts” (UA) and | 
Academy (Mann) (947; 85-$1.25) | “Last Mile” (UA), $4,000 


Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 





—"Naked Maja” (UA) Dull 60- 
$3,500. Last week, “Compulsion” | 90)—“Al Capone” (AA) (2d wh) 
(20th) (4th wk), $4,000. Light $5,000 after first week’s | 
. Century (S-W) ($1.75-$2.65)— | $10,000. 

“Windjammer” (NT) (28th wk). United Artists (UA) (3,000; 60- 
Announcement of final weeks | $1)—“‘Count Your Blessings” 
bringing in laggards. Gives way} (.4-G). Dull $4,000 or near Last 


(Continued on page 15) week, “Naked Maja” (UA), $3,500. 


| Three newcomers are cushioning | 
a slight upturn in first-run biz here | 


| is big at that main stem house. | 


Seattle Slow; ‘Flesh’ 


Ox siano, stor 66, 5 Frisco Uneven; ‘Pork’ Wow $20,000, 


Seattle, June 2. 

Despite the fact that the Music 
Hall is now shuttered and hence 
| there is one less theatre for com- 
petition, Seattle cinema trade is 
very spotty. Lone newcomer, 
“World, Flesh and Devil” is barely 
aa at Music Box. “Some Like 

t Hot” is rated okay in fifth Para- 
aiaed round but elsewhere the 
pickings are mainly mighty thin. 
An exception is “Al Capone,” 
which looks okay in second at the 
Coliseum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (739; 90- 
1$1.50) — “Young Philadelphians” 
|(WBP) (2d wk). Poor $3,000, Last 
week, $3,300. 
Coliseum | (Fox-Evergreen) (1,870- | 
$1.50)—“Al Capone” (AA) and | 


| 








| 90- 

|* ‘Gunsmoke Tucson” 
Okay $6,000, 

| Fifth Avenue (Fox-Evergreen) 

2,500; 90-$1.50) “Compulsion” 

| (20th) and “Panama Sal” (FF) (2d 

| wk). Dull $4,500. First week, $8,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
— — “World, Flesh, 
(M-G). Okay $4,000. Last week, 
—e (20th) (2d 
| $3,70 

Gephoum Hamrick) 
$1.50)\—"‘Pork Chop Hill” “WA) and 
Guns, Girls, “1- a? eUA) (2d 
wk) Fair $6,000. Last 
$8,300. 

Paramount (F ox~- Evergreen) 
3,107; 90-$1.50) —“‘Some Like I 
Hot” (UA) (5th wk). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, $7,400. 


‘Obsessed’ ‘Boff 
$16,000 in D.C.; 


‘Pork’ Fat 156 


| Washington, June 2. 
| “Some Like It Hot” has frac- 
tured both the endurance and 
gross marks at Capitol here going 
into its 1lth week. Bardot import 
“Love Is My Profession” shapes 
terrific opening week at Plaza. 
“Woman Obsessed” looms boffo in 
initial round at Palace. Keith’s is 
sock with “Pork Chop Hill’ for 
|opening stanza. “Young Philadel- 
|phians” looks good, playing two 
houses 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador-Metropolitan 
(1,490; 1,000; 90-$1.25)—* 
Philadelphians” (WB), 
000. Last week, “Man in 
UA), $7,000. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,426; 90-$1.49) 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (11th wk). 
Enduring at big $12,000. Last 


week, $13,000 

Columbia ‘Loew) (904; 90-$1.25) 
—"“Compulsion” (20th) (3d wk). 
Oke $10,000. Last week, $12.500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 90-$1.49)— 
“Pork Chop Hill” (UA). Sock 
$15,000. Last week, “Thunder in 
Sun” (Par) (2d wk), $6.500. 

MacArthur (K-B) (900; $1.10)— 
“Two-Headed Spy” (Col) (3d wk). 





(SW) 


Net” 


| Nifty $5.500. Last week, $6,800. 
| Ontario (K-B) (1,240; 90-$1.49)— 
I’ ‘Room at Top” (Cont) (5th wk). 
| Still big at $6,000. Last week, 
| $6,800 
| Palace (Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25)— 
‘Woman Obsessed” (20th) Boff 
$16,000 Last week, “Watusi” 
|(M-G), $10,000. 
| Plaza (‘(T-L) (276: 90-$1.49)— 
“Love Is My Profession” (Kings). 
| Torrid $12,000. Last week, “Sins 
}of Youth” (Janus) (3d wk), $2,500. 
Town (Ind) (600; 90-$1.25)\— 
|“Shane” (Par) (reissue) (3d wk). 
| Nice $3,000. Last week, $4,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.49) 
—“It Happened to Jane” (Col) (2d 


|wk). Tall $10,000 after $14,000 
opener. 

Uptewn (SW) '1,100; $1.25-$2.50) 
—“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) 
2d wk). Mild $8,000. Last week, 
| $10,000. 

Warner ‘SW-Cinerama) (1,308; 
$1 20- $2.75)—‘‘South Seas Adven- 
;ture” (Cinerama) (24th wk). Fine 
'$13,000. Last week, $13,700. 


‘COUNT’ ROBUST 116, 
ST. LOO; ‘STEAL’ $10,000 


St. Louis, June 2. 
Although major houses here are 
nearly all sporting new bills cur- 
rently, it does not mean much be- 
|eause few of them are drawing. 
“Count Your Blessings” at Loew's 
is best with okay trade. “Young 
Philadelphians” shapes modest at 
the St. Louis. “Man in Net” is 
| mild at Orpheum. Only one hold- 
over, “Gigi,” and it is sharp in 
eighth stanza at Shady Oak. 
Estimates for This Week 





| Apollo Art (Grace) (700; 90- 
$1.25)—-“Beggar Student” (Indie). 
| (Continued on py ge 15) 


Devil” | heing done by 


week, 


Young | 
Fine $15,-! 





(AA) (2d wk). | 


| 


wk), | 
} 
2,700; 90- | * 


| 


| 


} 


Phillys’ Loud 136, 


Broadway Grosses 








Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $451,400 
(Based on 20 theatres ) 
Last Year . $600,667 | 


(Based on 22 theatres) 








“Room Huge l0G | 
In Mild Toronto 


Toronto, June 2. | 
the sensational biz 
“Room at Top” at} 
the Towne, new product is mild to | 
sad. “It Happened To Jane” 
looks light at vast Imperial. 
Danger Within” shapes dull in 
four spots. Leading the city on| 
holdover is “Some Like It Hot,” | 
great in seventh frame. “The Mat- 
ing Game” in third frame is okay. 


Apart from 


|The University going back to Cin- 


}emascope with “Tempest,” 
; second. 





‘“It Happened 





light in | 


Estimates for This Week 
Carlton, Danforth, Fairlawn, | 
Humber (Rank) (2,318; 1,330; 1,165; | 
1,203; 75-$1.25)—“Danger Within” 
(Rank) and “Behind Mask” (Rank). | 
Shocking $15,000 for four-house | 


combo Last week, at Carlton 
only, “Mam’zelle Pigalle” (Astral), | 
$8,000. 

Century, Downtown, Glendale, 
State (Taylor) (1,338; 1,059; 995; 
694. 50-75)—“Giant Behemoth” ! 


(AA) and “Speed Crazy” (AA). | 
Sad $15,000. Last week, in 10- 
house tiein, “Bandit of Zhobe” 
(Col and “Westbound” (WB), 
$25,000. 

Hollywood (FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 
—‘Sound and Fury” (20th) (2d 
$8,000. Last week, 


(Rank) (1,057; $l)— 
Admiral” (Rank) (2d 
$5,000. Last week, 


(FP) (3,343; 75-$1.25)— 
to Jane” (Col). 
Light $10,500. Last week, “Rio 
Bravo” (WB) (3d wk), same. 

International (Taylor) (557; $1)— | 
“Gigi” (M-G) (44th wk). Sturdy! 
$3,500. Last week, $4,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,093; 75-$1.25)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (7th wk). 
Wham $12,000. Last week, 314,500. 

Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40)— | 
“South Pacific’ (Magna) (47th wk). | 
Fancy $8,000. Last week, capacity | 
$9,000 

Towne (Taylor) (695; 
“Room at Top” (Cont). 
al turnaway biz at $10,000. Last 
week, “Too Many Crooks” (Rank 
(4th wk), $3,000 

University (FP) (1, 556; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Tempest” (Par) (2d wk). Light 
$6,000. Last week, $8,000 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; "75 - $1.25 
—‘Mating Game” (M- G) (3d wk). 
Okay $8,000. Last week, $11,000. 


‘Phillys’ Bangup $9,000, 
K.C.; ‘Dog’ Still Socko 
156, ‘Mansiens’ Fair 8G 


Kansas City, 
Holiday weekend has some 
the edge taken off by the Saturday 
Memorial Day although the lineup | 
of product is fairly strong. “Young | 
Philadelphians” at Paramount is 
nice. “Green Mansions” shapes 
only fair at the Midland. “Shaggy |. 
Dog” continues sock in three Fox | 
Midwest theatres, its third week | 
downtown. Missouri Theatre re- 
opened Friday under RKO opera- 
tion with “Around World in 80)‘ 
Days” but take-off was mild. Roxy | 
closed Monday for several weeks | 
of remodelling. “Imitation of Life” | 
finally wound ‘up a six week run 
plus 5 days at the Roxy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brookside (Fox Midwest) (750; 

75-$1.50)—“Sleeping Beauty” (BV) | 


on 
Sturdy 


“Carry 

wk). 

$7,000. 
Imperial 


75-$1.25)— | 
Sensation- 





(20th wk). Light $4,000. Last week, | 
$4. 

Capri (Durwood) (628; $1.50, | 
$2.25, $2.50) — “South Peso | 


(Magna) (10th wk). Modest $4,500. 
Lasi week, $5,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1. 25)| 
Back after} 





—‘“Henry V” (Indie). 

several years, and first time at 
comparatively pop scale. Nifty 
$2,000. Last week, “My Uncle” 


(Cont) (8th wk), $1,000. 
Midland (Loew) (3, 500; 251)—| 
“Green Mansions” (M-G) and “New 
Orleans After Dark” (AA). Fair | 
$8,000 but stays nine drys to get | 
(Continued on page 15 


} steam. 


| Flesh and Devil” 
| at Warfield. 


| $10,000 


June 2. |? 


‘Obsessed Lean 9G 


San Francisco, June 2. 

First-run biz here this stanza is 
somewhat spotty although the new- 
comers are supplying plenty of 
“Pork Chop Hill” shapes 
wow in first session at the Golden 
Gate while “Young Philadelphi- 
ans” looks solid for initial round at 
the St. Francis. On other hand, 
“Woman Obsessed” is mild in eight 
days at the huge Fox, and “World, 
looms only okay 


“It Happened To 
ping to a dull figure 
week at Paramount. However, 
“Some Like It Hot” still is socko 
in sixth United Artists session. 
“Gigi” looks hotsy in 47th round 
at Stagedoor. “South Pacific” is 
rated okay in six days of 48th 
stanza at the Alexandria. 

Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; $1.25) 

“Pork Chop Hill’ (UA) and 
“Machete” ‘UA). Wow $20,000 or 
close. Last week, “Alias Jesse 
James” (UA) and “Menace In 
Night” (UA! (2d wk), $9.500. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Woman Obsessed’ 20th) and 
“Last Stagecoach West" (20th). 
Mild $9.000 for eight days. Last 
week, “These 1.000 Hills” (20th) 
and “Smiley Gets Gun” (20th), 
$10,000 

Warfield (Loew) (2.656: 90-$1.25) 
—*‘‘World, Flesh, Devil’ (M-G) and 
“Persuader” (AA). Okay $13,000 or 
a bit over. Last week, “Watusi” 
(M-G) and —— Trail” (AA) 
(2d wk), $6,700 

Paramount | (Par) (2,646: 90-$1.25) 

“It Happened To Jane” (Col) 
and “City of Fear” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Jane” is slip- 
in second 


Down to dull $7,000. Last week, 
$13.500 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: $1.25- 
$1.50) — “Young Philadelphians” 
(WB). Solid $13,000. Last week, 
“Room 43” (Indie) and “Girl In 
| Bikini” (Indie) (reissue), $11,000. 


Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,456; 
$1.75-$2.65)—"‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (27th wk). Up to 


big $16,000. Last week, $14,000. 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1.151; 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Some Like It Hot” 
(UA) (6th wk). Excellent $11,000 or 


close. Last week, $12,500. 
| Stagedoor ‘A-R) (440: $1.25- 
$3.00) — “Gigi (M-G) (47th wk). 
Hep $8.000. Last week, $8,500 
Presidio ‘Hardy-Parsons) (774; 
| $1.25-$1.50) — “Bolshoi Ballet” 
(Indie) (reissue) (3d wk). Slick 
$4.200. Last week, $4,000. 
Vogue (‘S. F. Theatres) (364; 


| $1.25)\—"Ballet Romeo and Juliet” 


(Indie (2d wk). Fancy $2,400. Last 
week, $2,300. 

Alexandria 
(1,170; $1.50-$3.50) 
cific’ (Magna) (48th 
in 6 days. 


(United California) 
— “South Pa- 
wk). Okay 
Last week, 
$11,000. 


‘Diary’ Modest $8,000 In 
Balto; Pork’ Thin 5G, 
‘Obsessed’ Fair $5,000 


Baltimore, June 2. 

Biz has picked up slightly but 
not enough to excite exhibs who 
are hoping for better things with 
| the coming of hot weather here. 
| Leading is “Diary of Anne Frank” 
| but it looks only fairish seat 
basis at the New. “Room at the 
Top” is holding big in fifth round 
t the Playhouse but “Young Phil- 
adelphians,” looms mildish in sec- 
ond at the Stanley. 

“Man In Net” shapes slow at May- 
|fair as does “Pork Chop Hill” at 
the Hippodrome, both in first 
weeks. “It Happened to Jane” is 
light in second at the Century. 
“Woman Obsessed” is rated fair 
in first at the Town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (R-F) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— 

‘It Happened to Jane” (Col) (2d 
wk). Light $4,000 after $7,000 in 
first. 

Cinema 
$1.50 





‘Schwaber) (460; 90- 
“Love My Profession” 
| (Kings) Good $3,500. Last week, 
“Eight Day of Week” (Cont) (4th 
wk), $1,200. 

Five West (Schwaber) (460; 90- 
$1.50)—"He Who Must Die” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Big $3,000 after $1,800 in 
first. 

titppedrome (R-F) (2,300; 50- 

-“Pork Chop Hill” (UA). 
Thin $5, 000. Last week, “Shane” 
ar) (reissue) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Little R-F) (300; 50-$1.25)— 

“Milkmaid” (Indie) (2d wk). Mild 
| #1, 500 afterr $1,200 in first. 

Mayfair (R-F) (900; 50-$1.25)— 

“Men in Net” (UA). Slow $4,000. 
Last week, essen of Life’ (U) 


(9th wk), £3, 
(1,600; $1.25-$2)— 


New R-F) 
‘ontinued on page 15) 
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L.A. Soft Albeit ‘Pork’ Rich $21,000; 
Flesh’ Hot 196, ‘Mysterians’ 19156; 
Dog’ Boff 266, Room’ Big 106, 3d 





Los Angeles, Juna2. + 


‘Some Hot’ Fine $6,500, 


Local first-runs continue on soft 
side this stanza despite fairly brisk 
biz over holiday weekend, with few 
bills showing much drawing power. 
“Pork Chop Hill” paces newcom- 
ers with a hefty $21,000 likely at| 
three theatres. 
Devil” looks big $19,000 for two} 
houses. 

“Mysterians” pair ed with “First | 
Man Into Space” is rated okay | 
$19,500 for three sites. “Woman | 
Obsessed” should do so-so $13, 000 | 
or close in three spots. 

Shaggy Dog” 


with fine $26,000 in third round, dim_ at 
including Downtown | weeks. 


rt sites, 
Par w! here a stageshow last Sunday | 
helped. “Young Philadelphians” | 
looks sturdy in second Ho lywood | 
Paramount frame. 

‘Some Like It Hot” is lush | 
$15,000 in eighth Chinese week. | 
“Room At Top” is pushing to big | 
$10,000 in third at Fine Arts. 
“Around World in 80 Days” ended 
127-week run at the Carthay with | 
a terrific $2,572,700 total on 1,415 
paid performances. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Fox Beverly, Pan- 
tages (FWC-RKO) (2,017; 1,170; | 
2815: 90-$1.50) — “Woman Ob-| 
sessed” (20th) and “Night to Re-| 
member” (UA) (ist general run). | 
So-so $13,000 or near. Last week, 
Los Angeles with Hollywood, | 
“House on Haunted Hill’ (AA), 
“Cosmic Man” (AA) (2d wk), $10,-} 
000. Fox Beverly, Pantages with | 
Downtown Paramount. Uptown, | 
Loyola, “Shaggy Dog” (BV), “Alias | 
Jesse James” (UA) (Fox Beverly), | 
“Golden Age Comedy” (DCA) (re- | 
issue other houses) (2d wk), 
$27,000. 

Egypiian, State 
2.404; $1.25-$2) — 
Devil” (M-G Bic $19,000. Last | 
week, Egyptian, “Diary of Anne 
Frank” (20th) (8th wk-4 days), 
$5.500. State with Hawaii, Wiltern, 
*Watusi” (M-G), “Nowhere To Go’ 
(M-G), $11,500 

Orpheum, Fox Wilshire, Holly- 


‘(UATC) (1,392; | 
“World, Flesh, | 


wood (Metropolitan-FWC) (2.213; 
2.296; 756; 90-$1 50)\—“Pork Chop | 
Hill” (UA) and “Machete” (UA) 


(Orpheum, Hollywood). Hefty $21,- 
000 or close. Last week, Orpheum | 
with Warner Bever! y. Vogue, * ‘Man | 
in Net” (UA), “Gunfight at Dodge 
City” (UA), $9.700. Fox Wilshire, 
“Sleeping Beauty” (BV) (17th wk- 6 
days). $3,800 

Hillstreet, Wiltern. Iris (Metro- | 


politan-SW-FWC) (2,752; 2.344; 
825: 90-$1.50)—‘‘Mysterians” (M-G) 
and “First Man Into Space” (M-G). | 


$19,500 or near. Last week, 
“Imitation of Life” (U)| 
“Monev Women. Guns” 
$2.700. Iris, “Gigi’ (M-G) 
“Gidget” (Col) (4th wk), | 


Okay 
Hillstreet, 
(4th wk) 
(Indie), 
(8th wk), 
$3. 600 
Vogue 90-§1.50)— | 
(AA)/. 
(reis- | 


(FWC) (825: 
“House on Haunted Hill” 
(m.o. and “Macabre” (AA) 
sue). Mild $2.200 
Downtown (SW) (1,757; 90-$1 50) | 
—‘‘Battle Cry” (W B) and “Battle 
Hymn” (U) (reissues) ‘5 days). Soft 
$2,500. Last week. ‘ry 4 
Sinners” (Indie) and “La Par 
enne” (UA) (reissue) (2d on. 
$3,800 
Hollywood Paramount (F&M) | 
1.468: $1.40-$2.40)—“Young eel 
adelphians” (WB) (2d wk). Heft y| 
$13.500. Last week, $18,500. ! 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 90-$1.59)— 
“Question of Adultery” (Breg) ‘re- | 
peat) and “Susan Slept Here” ‘U) 
(reissue). Dull $1,500. | 
Downtown Paramount, Uptown, | 
Loyola (ABPT- FWC) (3,300; 1,715; | 
1298; 90-$1.50) — “Shaggy Dog” | 
(PV) (3d wk) and “Golden Age 
Comedy” (DCA) (reissue) (3d wk k, | 
Downtown Paramount, Loyola), | 
“Thunder in Sun” (Par) (ist wk, 
Uptown). Fine $26,000 or near. 
Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Room at Top” (Cont) (3d wk). 
Big $10,000. Last week, $9,600. 
Four Star (UATC) (868; $1.25-$2) 
—‘‘Compulsion” (20th) (6th wk). 
Stout $5,000, Last week, $6,500. 
Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $2-$2.40) 
—“‘Some Like It Hot” (UA) (8th 
wk). Rousing $15,000. Last week, 
$14,700. 


New Fox, El Rey. Warner Bev- 
erly (FWC-SW) (765; 861; 1,612; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Auntie Mame” (WB) 


(8th wk, New Fox; 3d wk, El Rey; 


| gear. 
at Fox in fourth round. 
jammer” 
| ing frame at the Hollywood. 
Chop Hill” 


$1.50)—“ World, 


| $6,000. 


| seventh frame at 





(Continued on @age 15) 


Port.; ‘Windjammer’ 8G 
Portland, Ore., June 2. 
Biz is unexciting here currently 


“World, Flesh and/| despite the launching of new fare. 


Two holdovers continue in high 
“Some Like It Hot" js fine 
“Wind- 
fourth rous- 
“Pork 
at Paramount is dull, 
shapes 


holds for a 


“Young Philadelphians” 


still is city’s lead-| slow and “World, Flesh and Devil” 


Broadway for opening 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,390; $1- 
Flesh, Devil” 
(M-G) and “Panama Sal” (Rep). 
Dim $4,000. Last week, “Watusi” 
(M-G) and “No Place To Land” 
(Rep), $3,300. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.49) 
—‘Some Like It Hot” (UA) (4th 
wk). Fine $6,500. Last week, 
| $7,600 

Hollywood (Evergreen) (1,200; 
$1.49-$1.75)—“‘Windjammer” 
(4th wk). Solid $8,000 or near. Last 
week, $9, 200. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (6,100; $1- | 
$1.49)—"‘ Young Philadelphians” 
(WB) and Weetbound” (WB). Slow 
Last week, “Al Capone” 
(AA) and “Gunsmoke Tucson” 
(AA), $6,400. 

Paramount (Port-Par) ‘3,400; $1- 


$1. 50)—“Pork Chop Hill” (UA) and 
“Wink Of Eye” (UA). Du!l $6,000 
Last week, “Shane” (Par) and 
“Tokyo After Dark” (Par) (re- 
issues), $4200. 





‘Pork’ Bangup 196, 
Philly; ‘Flesh’ 7G 


Philadelphia, June 2. 
Wholesale exodus from the city | 


because of soaring temperatures | 


over the weekend is clobbering the 
boxoffice at many spots currently. | 
However. there are several bright 
spots. “Pork Chop Hill” is the | 


standout new pic. with a great take | progression” 


at the Fox. “World, Flesh and 
Devil” looks tame at Goldman} 
while “Thunder a Sun” is only 


| fairish at the Vikin 
“Young Philadelphi ians” 
| boffo in second round at the —_ 
j ley. “Shaggy Dog” is big in fifth | 
session at the Randolph and “Imi- | 
tation of Life” continues socko in|} 
Arcadia. 
| Capone” is rated hep in 
week at the Stanton. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— 
“Imitation of Life’ (U) 
Socko $8,000. Last week, $9,000. 


Boyd (SW-Cinerama) ns 
$1.10-$2.60)—“‘South Seas Adven- in droves, “Pork Chop Hill” wien | 
ture” (Cinerama) (15th wk). Big Memorial tops newcomers with 

(Continued on page 15) fancy takings. “Green Marsicns 
E looks fairly good at Orpheum. 
“Thunder in Sun” is rated fair 





- ‘PHILLYS’ OK $7,000 





(NT) | 





| 


4 


} 


| 


“all 
fourth | 
| 


| 


7th wk). | 


IN OMAHA; ‘THUMB’ 66 


Omaha, June 2. 
A rainy holiday weekend plus a| 
lack of strong product put the 


kibosh on Memorial Day week biz | 


at the downtown first-runs. Only 
hotsy entry is “Tom Thumb” at the 


State. “Young Philade Iphians” is 
|okay at the Omaha but “Woman 
Obsessed” shapes slim at the 
Orpheum. Hard-ticket “South Pa- 


cific” is still handsome in the 32d 
round at the Cooper. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cooper (Cooper) (708; $1.50- 
$2.20) — “South Pacific’ (Magna) 
(32d wk). Good $6,500. Last week, 
$5,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-$1) 
— “Young Philadelphians” (WB). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, “Compul- 
sion” (20th), $4,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,877; 75- 
$1) — “Woman Obsessed” (20th). 
Tame $6,000. Last week, “Gidget” 


(Col), $6,500. 

State (Cooper) (772; 90)—"Tom 
Thumb” (M-G). Hotsy $6,000. Last 
$5503 “Green Mansions” (M-G), 








PORK," ‘LIFE, 
DOG STANDOUT 


Detroit, June 2. 

Fast: pace continues this week 
though some of newcomers are 
not so big. “Woman Obsessed” 
shapes only okay at the Fox. “It 
Happened to Jane” looks good at 
the United Artists while “The 
Mysterians” is fine at the Adams 

“Shane” is rated good on re- 
issue at Broadway-Capitol. “Love 
Is My Profession” was great in 
first round at the Trans-Lux Krim. 

“Shaggy Dog’ continues smash 
and leader of the strong hold- 
overs in fourth session at the 
Michigan. “Pork Chop Hill’’ looks 
smash in second week at the 
Palms. 

“Imitation of Life” stays lively 
in sixth session at the Madison. 
“South Seas Adventure” shapes 
socko in 35th week at Masic Hall. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 99- 
$1.25)—“Woman Obsessed” (20th) 
and “Juke Box Rhythm” (Col). 


Okay $15,000. Last week, “Horrors 
of Biack Museum” (AI) and 
“Headless Ghost” (AI), $19,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,- 
000; $1.25-$1.49)—“Shaggy Dog” 
(BV) and “Rawhide Trail” (Indie) 
(4th wk). Sensational $20,000. Last 
week, ditto. 


Holiday Fails to Perk B way; Pork, 
Stageshow Fair $50,000, ‘Obsessed’ 
Tall 316, ‘Girl-Stageshow Sock 1426 


1 ae ne ye weather Sunday 
° ) arrived too late to do Broad- 
Estimates Are Net way first-run business much mn 

Film gross estimates as re- on the holiday weekend. With 
ported herewith from the vari- | Memorial Day falling on Saturday 
ous key cities, are net; Le., (30), there wasn't the usual influx 
without usual tax. Distrib- | of visitors to N.Y. And the torrid 
utors share on net take, when weather through which the de- 
playing percentage, hence the luxers suffered on last Thursday 
estimated figures are net in- | 2%d Friday kept others away. This 
come. heat also sent thousands outdoors 

The parenthetic admission | 224 away from Broadway. All of 
prices, however, ax indicated, | Wich is making for a routine week 


at the wickets. 
snttate the U. S. amusement “Woman Obsessed” is heading 


for a fine $31,000 opening stanza 
at the Paramount. “Pork Chop 
‘Obsessed’ Brisk 
$10,000, Denver 


Hill” with stageshow looks only 
fair $50,000 in opening session at 
the Roxy, and likely will move up 

the opening of “This Earth Is 
Mine” at this house. Reissue of 

Denver, June 2. | is holding with sock 

a ! : Z © $142,000 i 
‘Shaggy Dog” is still wowihg | cecond round at the Music Hall, = 
them with record grosses in third | suring it of at least a third session. 
week at Denver Theatre. Unset- | It probably will hold longer. “Some 
tled weekend weather helped box- | Like It Hot” climbed ahead of the 








“Here to Eternity” looks like a 
good $10,500 for first week at the 
small Odeon. 

“Ask Any Girl” with stageshow 














= ’ Ss ) | e 
Paine ED) RSL |osce take in general "Woman Qs nee, and 9 re 836 
“Outlaw’s Son” (UA) (2d wk). | Obsessed” is rated fine at the Cen- Second week of ime Phila- 
Great $18,590. Last week, $21,000. | tre. “Pork Chop Hill” is tall in| delphians” shapes nice $21,000 at 
$149)—"Imitation of Life’ $125 | second “wereld, Flesh snd. Dovit"| OS i and' Di aI” ts dove to fon 
Mee ) aes sh an evil” is down to fair 
\Gth wk). Wow $14,000. Last week, foonard sad at RKO Orpheum, also | $19,000 at the Capitol. Third round 
0 las Jesse James” is headin 
Me ny —— (3,500; Estimates for This Week for a good $14,090 at the Astor. ’ 
nd “Ber: yy Affair” “indie).| Centre (Fox) (1,270) ($1-$1.45)—| | “Room at Top” edged up to great 
ar m" neree . ~" ta |“Woman Obsessed” (20th). Fine | $16,500 in ninth session at the arty 
enstein’s Daughter" (AD) rx | $10,000. Last week, “Imitation of | Fine Arts. “Mirror Has Two Faces” 
| "Missile to Moon” (AD), $8,900. | Life” (U) (3d wk), $8,500. | Is rated only okay $7,500 for open- 
United Artists (UA) | (1,667; | Denham (Indie) (1,584) (75-$1)— a eg 
me - Bapooned To| “Floods of Fear” (Rank). Sad ous Bigamist” was in much the 
Se and Yee d and’ |$3,000 and pulled after 5 days. same category with $7,500 for 
(Cob. Fine $11,000. Last week, | Last week, “Hangman”  (Par", rl Cee? ee 
po ae nae ee ae oe | $i ‘000. “Al Capone” looks fancy $15,600 
- oom > Denver (Fox) (2.482) (¢1-8125)—| in 10th somes. at the Victoria. Both 
Adams (Balaban) (1.700; $1.25- ‘Shaggy Dog” (BV) (3d wk). Mighty | the Rivoli, and “Diary oA ~ 
$1.50\—"Mysterians” (M-G) and | $16,000. Last week, $25,000. | Frank,” coon es ee 
a i Le te ae ° ran in llth frame at the Pal- 
Good $10,000. Last week. “Count Esquire (Fox) (650) ae by ace, are traveling at light gait 
¥ |Summer of Happiness” (Indie).| currently. “John Pavl Jones” is 
| Blessings” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,500.| Good $2,500. Last week, “Adul- j 
Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,- | trees’ (Indie) $2500 a et | Gue into the Riv shortly, 
208: $1. 55-$2. 65)— “South Seas Ss gp decsnceig ce a Estimates for This Week 
Adventure” (Cinerama) (35th wk). “World: Flesh. Devil” «M-G) (2d | Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
| Great $15,000. Last week, $15,400. Sad $5.500. Last week, $7,500 “Alias Jesse James” (UA) (3d wk). 


Trans-Lux Krim_  (Trans-Lux) 
(1,000; $1.49-$1.65)—“Love Is My | 
(Indie) (2d wk). First | 
week ended Monday (1!) was great 
| $13, 000. 


| wk). | This session winding up Friday (5) 
Paramount (Indie) (2,100) (75- $1) is heading oa good $14,000. , oon 





: Heat Bops Hub But 


—Pork Chop Hill” (UA) (2d wk).! ond, $19,000 

|Excellent $11,000. Last week, | Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 

| $17,500. he nacla™ ' $1.80) — “Mirror Has 2 Faces” 
~~~ | (Cont) (2d wk). First round ended 


Monday (i) was only ckey $7,500. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
—‘World, Flesh, Devil” (M-G) (3d 
| wk) First holdover stanza finished 
yesterday (Tues.) dipped to fair 


Pork Trim 156: 





bret Initial week, $27,500. 
ansions ‘Sun alr Criterion ‘Moss) (1,671; 95-$2)— 
a Philadelphians” (WB) (2d 


Boston, June 2. 


Hot weather is sloughing biz in| 


current round, holiday upbeat fail- 
ing to materialize. Memorial Day, 


(1.430: | Patrons moved out to the outdoors | 


at Paramoun*. 


“Room at Top” is holdi ng smash 


at Kenmore in third. “Diary of 
Anne Frank” is picking up some 
in fifth on hard-ticket at the 
| Saxon. “Young Philadelphians” 
looms great at Gary in second. 
“Gigi” is holding hotsy in the! 


22d round at Beacon Hill on grind. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,371; $1.25-$1.50) 
—‘“It Happened To Jane” (Col) 
(4th wk). Third week was good 
$6,500. Last week, $7,500. 

Beacon Hill (Sack) ‘678; $1- 
$1.50)\—“Gigi” (M-G) (22d wk) 
Nice $4,500. Last week, same. 

Boston (SW-Cinerama’ 


$18,000. Last week, ditto. 

Capri (Sack) (1,150; 90-$1.50)— 
“Third Sex" (Indie). Smash $12,- 
000. Last week, “He Who Must 
Die” (Indie) (6th wk), $3,000. 


Gary (Sack) (1,240; 90-$1.50)— 
“Young Philadelphians” (WB) (2d 
Mt reat $13,000. Last week, 
1 


mmore (Indie) (700; $1.25- 
$1.50)—“Room at Top” ‘Cont) (3d 
wk). Smash $11,000. Last week, 
12,000. 


(1,354; | 
$1.25-$2.55)—"“‘South Seas Adven-' 
ture” (Cinerama) (8th wk). Hotsy | 


| wk , 
60- | 
(UA) | 


This round finishing today 
Memorial (RKO) iC poate on } om pegs -E 15) 


$1.10)—"‘Pork Chop 


(3.000; 
Hill” 





and “King of Wild Stallions” (AA). | 6 ° > 
Fancy $15,000. Last week, “Alias | ; 
Jesse James” (UA) and “Cop| YS 0 
| Hater” (UA) (2d wk). $9,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4.357; 70- 
$1.10)—“10 Commandments” (Par) | P ‘J Tal 
(rerun) (3d wk). Second eek | 
jended Sunday (31), slow on rov., alle 
| First week, $7,500. | Providence, June 2. 
| Paramount (NET) (2,357; 70-| Strand is finding “The Young 
| $1 10)—*Thunder in Sun” (Par) | Philadelphians” a healthy draw 
jand “Hangman” (Par). Fair $8,000 | and is leading the city. Majestie 
| Last week, “Imitation of Life™ (U) | is a close contender with “It Hap- 
| (2d rum). $9,000. | pened To Jane.” RKO Albee is 
Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.16)| rated good with “Tempest.” Loew's 
—‘Riot in Juvenile Prison” (AA)| State, with “Night of Quarter 
and “At War with Army” (reissue). | Moon,” looms drab. 
Oke $5,000. Last week, “Accursed” Estimates for This Week 
(AA) and “Al Capone” (AA) (re- Albee (RKO) (2,200: 65-80)— 
run), $4,500. “Tempest” (Par) and “Great St. 
} Saxon (Sack) (1,100; $1.50-$3); Louis Robbery” (UA). Good $7,- 
|}——“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) | 000. Last week, “Al Capone” (AA) 
(5th wk). Good $9,000. Last week, | and “Arson for Hire” (AA), $9,000, 
$8,000 Majestic (SW) (2,200; 65-80)— 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (730; 75-$1.25)| “It Happened To Jane” (Col) and 
—“Venus on Broadway” (Indie)| “Two Headed Spy” (Col). Hep 
and “Untouched” (Indie). Oke | $7,500. Last week, “Warlock” 
$4,000. Last week, “Joined For) (20th) and “Alaska Passage” 
| Life’ (Indie) (2 days); “Wife for | (20th), $8,000. 
Night” (Indie) and “Street of State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)— 
Shame” (Indie) (5 days), $3,000. “Night of Quarter Moon” (M-G) 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 90-| and “Nowhere To Go” (UA). Dull 
$1.50)—“Green Mansions’’ (M-G) | $6,500. Last week, “Mating Game” 
jand “Menace in Night” (UA).| (M-G) and “Man Inside” fcol) (24 
Fairly good $13,000. Last week, | wk), $6,000. 

Ry Like it Hot” (UA) (5 days), Strand (National Realty) (2,200; 
$7.50 80-$1,25)—"* 2 on Last” wea 
State (Loew) ‘3.600; 90-$1.50)— | (WB). Nice $8 Last wi 
“Doctor's. Dilemma” (M-G) (2d;“Thonder In Sun” an 
wk). Slight $6,000. Last week, i Scotland Yard” ico, 
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Weather Ups London B.0.; Pork Chop’ 
Smash $12,800; ‘Some Hot’ Wow 146, 
2d: ‘Sapphire’ 86, ‘Buccaneer’ 7!/6 


London, May 26. 
The break in the weather over 
the Whitsuntide holidays was ne 


West End first-runs, 

the whole the sacle 
were slightly below hopes. Apart 
from the well-established block- | 
busters, the best impression was 
made by “Some Like It Hot,” which 
hit a record $14,000 opening week | 


help Lo 
though on 


and held near that in second at 
the London Pavilion. 
Also in the chips was “Bork | 


Chop Hill,” which looks smash $12,- 
800 or near in first round at Odeon, 
Leicester Square. “Sapphire” was 
okay with $8,000 in its third week 
at Leicester Square Theatre. 
“The Buccaneer” was solid $7,- 
500 in third Plaza stanza. “Room 
t Top” looks great in 13th Rialto 
week. “Shaggy Dog” was sturdy at 
Studio One in second session. 
Among the holdovers “Seven 
Wonders of World” led the field | 
with a great $19,500 in its 65th | 


Casino week. “South Pacific” was | 
just behind at $19,000 in 57th 
week at the Dominion. “Gigi” was 


just below capacity at the Colum- 
bia with a great $12,600 in 15th. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Astoria (CMA) (1.474; $1.20- 
$2.15)—"“Around World in _ 80 
Days” (UA) (99th wk). Fine $6,400. 
Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$2.15) 
—"Serious Charge” (Eros) (2d wk). 
Fair $4,200 or near. First was 
$4,500. “Diary of Anne Frank” 
(20th) follows June 3. 
Casino (Indie) (1,155; 
—'‘Seven Wonders of 
(Robin) (65th wk). 
Columbia (Col) ‘740; $1.05-$2.50) 
—"Gigi” (M-G) (15th wk). Fancy 
$12,600 for 13 shows, just below 
capacity 
Dominion 


70-$2.15) 
World” 


(CMA) (1,712; $1.05- 
$2.20)—"“South Pacific’ (20th) 
(57th wk). Boff $19,000. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70) 
—‘‘Little Hut” (reissue) (M-G) and 
“Til Cry Tomorrow” (M-G) (re- 
issue Moderate $5,800. ‘Look 
3ack In Anger” (ABP) opens with 
Royal preem on May 28. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1.500; 
$1.70\—"The Hangman” 
Poor $4,500 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,376; 50-$1.70)—""Sapphire” 


50- 
(Par). 


(Rank 3d wk). Okay $8,000 or 
near Second, $11,500. “Shake 
Hands With Devil’ (UA) follows 
May 27 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 
50- $1.70)—“Some Like It Hot” 
(UA) (2d wk). Heading for wow 
$14,000 or near, same as record 


opening week, 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200 50-$1.70'\—“ Pork Chop 
Hill’ UA). Looks to finish at 
smash $12.800 or close. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2.- 
200; 50-$1.70\—“Day Of Outlaw” 
(UA) (2d wk). Fair $4,000. First 
was $5,700 

Plaza (Par) (1.902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Buccaneer” (Par) (3d wk). Steady 
$7.500. Secand. $10,100. 

Ria'to (20th) (592; 
“Room At Top” (20th) 
Fancy $4.600. 

Ritz M-G) 
“Some Came 
wk Modest 
$3,000 

Studio One ‘APT) ‘600; 30-$1.20) 
—"Shaggy Dog” (BV) (2d_ wk). 
Sturdy $4,500. First was $5,000. 

Warner (WB) (1.785; 50-$1.70)— 


50-$1.30)— 


(432; 50-$1.30)— 
Running” (M-G) (3d 
$2,500. Second was 


“City Jungle” (WB) (2d wk). Nea‘ 
$7.500. Opening week was $9,500. 
“Rio Bravo” (WB vennacheiedl June 4 





ORMANDY CONDUCTS 


AT RED SEA PORT ica Pay “agers d if 


Tel Aviv, May 26. 
An audience of about 2,200 heard 
the first full-scale symphony ever 
given at the Red Sea Port of Eilat 


in the southern-most part of Israel 
when Eugene Ormandy, of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, conducted 


Philharmonic Orchestra 
in a classical program of Beet- 
hoven and Brahms. Isaac Stern 
was the violin soloist. 


the Israel 


Orchestra was flown to Eilat in | 


three Dakota planes in the after- 
noon and returned at night after 
the concert (flight is one and a 


quarter hours from Tel Aviv). The | 
event took place in the open air | 


theatre of the township, which has 
a population of 10,000. 


Great $19,500. | 


(13th wk). | 


- 
i 





Alperson Preps ‘Nymph’ 
Madrid, May 26 
Producer Edward Alperson has 
started preparations for ‘Sea 
Nymph” this week and plans to 
{shoot the entire film on the Isle 
of Majorca and in offshore waters 
| He starts late in June, with Stuart 
| Heisler directing from a W. R 
; Burnett screenplay for 20tn-Fox 
Alperson left here for Paris to 
oles Mylene Demongeot before 
casting male lead. 


Peliculas Topper Would 
Sew Up All Cinemas In 
Mex City For Local Pix 


Mexico City, June 2 

Blas Lopez Fandos, head of 
Peliculas Nacionales, sounded off 
in what may well be a bid for pro- 
| ducer-backing to sew up ail cine- 
mas in this capital city for Mexi- 
can product. And at the same time 
squeeze out, or reduce te a mini 
mum the exhibition time all for 
eign screenings (predominantl) 
Hollywood product). 

In“a statement admitting the 








lack 


of film houses here in which to 
show national product, Fandos 
said: “It would be ideal if we 
could count on having all mo 
jtion piciure theatres in the Fed 
eral District (this city and sub 
urban environments) because 


this would mean a distinct success 


at the boxoffice for the Mexican 
| picture industry. What we have 
achieved until now is a definite 


conquest of the exhibition market 
and we will never give up in ihe 
arive to improve our exploitation 
conditions.” 

In effect, Fandos is only echo 
ing the sentiments of a consider 
able segment of the producing 
fraternity who, for years, have 
been bellyaching about the long 


waits for exhibition of thei 
“epics.” However, it is this self 
same Fandos who, in a contradic 


tory second-breath statement, ai 
the same interview denied th: 
there is an outsize number of 
Mexican films in cans. ‘According 
to producers, the amount fluctuates 
between a low of 50 to a high of 
80 pix awaiting exhibition dates 
Fandos said that last year: a 
total of 88 Mexican films were 
preemed as compared with the an 
nual production of 84 for the cor 
pany ‘producers allied with Peli 
culas Nacionales, with major part 
of this product aimed at the 
market and some of it exploited in 
Central and South America 
Therefore, the exhibition pic 
ture is not too grave. The chief 
trouble, according to Fandos, is 
that every Mexican producer wants 
to have his picture shown in € 
three top houses: Roble, Varies 
dades and the Alameda. This is 


local 


a physical impossibility since these 
houses also have major commit 
ments for showing Hollywood 


product. 

As for the so-called total of 80 
films in cans, Fandos brushed this 
off by saying that he considers a 
film ready for exploitation when it 
has trailers completed, a sufficient 
number of copies awaiting distribu- 
tion and the press books, edveriis 
ing and other exploitation materiai 


also ready to go. Only about a 
cozen films now fulfill this re 
quirement, Fandos said, including 
“Flor de Mayo,” “Happiness 

“When One Loves, One Loves 

“Born To Love,” ete. 


more pix 
pro 
'ducers will “hurry up and finish 
their pictures quickly” so t! 
these new houses can count on 
steady supply of ities 


Rank’s Hi-Fi Co. 


London, June 2 

its penetration into 
directly concerned 
with films, the Rank Organization 
has taken over the Wharfdale 
| Wireless Works at Bradford in 
| Yorkshire. No price for the deal 
has been revealed. 

Wharfdale, which specializes in 
making Hi-Fi loudspeakers, has a 
fiourishing export trade, partic- 
ularly in the U. S 


Continuing 
business not 





‘Callas Gives Germans 
Her Full Performance 


Frankfurt, May 26 
temperamental prima- | 
antics not seen here in decades, 
Maria Meneghini Callas won her- 
thousands of admirers—and 
some detractors—with her first 
concert tour of this land. 


With t 


seit 


First off, Callas didn’t show up 
for her starting German concert 
May 10 at the Wiesbaden Fest Hall 
Four separate airlines (Italian, 


Swiss and German) all an- 
nounced that the Italian wonder 
would be aboard, and all invited 
the press out to meet and greet— 
a Callas-less plane. 

Some 1400 tickets had been sold 
to the first concert, at Rrices up 
to a nifty $17—and the Wiesbaden 
promenades were thronged with 
mink-coated and tuxedoed couples 
who hadn't gotten the word of the 
no-show. Likewise, the luxury Wies 
baden hotel where she had reser- 
vations, her German manager and 
even the conductor didn’t find out 
until later that Callas wasn’t com- 
ing—due to’ a cold that held her 
up in Milan. Concert was ultimately 
postponed two weeks. 

Calias did appear May 15in Ham 
burg, and created a sensation, with 
1.897 cramming into the town's 
Musikhalle. Tickets there went 
from $2.50 to $25—with last-minute 
black-marketers trying to peddle 
ducats for as much as $75 each 


Spanish 


some succeeding, and some at the 
last minute having to drop the 
price below that printed on the 


tab as not too many showed up to 
buy these last-minute extrava 
ganzas. 

Two hours before the concert 
started, the Cologne record com 
pany Electrola announced special 
release of the entire Callas reper- 
toire of 16 complete operas and 19 
singles on the German market. On 
her way to the opera, an autograph- 


seeker smuggled his way into her 
car, the street was strewn with her 


favorite roses, 
manager had 


and the opera house 
the forethought to 
completely edecorate her star 
dressing room 

She received a 30 minute ovation 
and police broke a way for her and 
her miniature French poodle thru 
the crowds and back to her luxury 
hotel's six-room suite. 

On May 20, at Munich, the press, 
television and radio reps waited 
three hours for her to appear— 
while she made a tour of the Daim- 
ler-Benz factory at Stuttgart which 
had presented her with a 300 Mer- 
cedes for her German tour—and 
when she finally arrived, she swept 
into her hotel over the flower- 
strewn path, refused all interviews 
and went to bed with the sniffles, 
her manager reported 





Douglas Fairbanks Due 
In Mexico in Film, 1V 


Mexico City, June 


Douglas Fairbanks Jr., tone 
here this month to talk a film deal, 
also will be sought out by other 
Mexican producers for his services 


Chief contender for the actor is 
producer Jesus Sotomayer who, in 
association with Robert Lippert, 


want to sign Fairbanks to appear 
with George Raft in an as yet un- 
selected picture. Only things re- 


solved so far is that it will be pro- 
duced in Mexico and will be done 
by a Mexican director. 


obtain the 
3unuel as director 
has in mind. Reps 
producer-actor are already 
talks with the 
Industry Workers 
ational Assn. of Actors 
with requirements. Ac- 
also do a television series 


Fairbanks wants to 
services of Luis 

for a film he 
of the 
holding prelim 
Union of Film 
nd the N: 
to comply 
tor may 
here 


Irish Daily Censors 
‘Savage’ in Film Ad 


Dublin, June 2. 
UA stereo block for “Shake 
Hands with the Devil” was cen- 
sored by the Evening Press here 
after one appearance bearing the 
catch-line “When you join his sav- 
age underground army .” The 


word “Savage” was chipped from 
the block, following protests from 
readers. 

Film is concerned with Irish 
Republican Army during the An- 
glo-Irish War of 1921 and many 
veterans resented the adjective, 
“savage.” Other newspapers ap- 


parently did not receive protests,, 
lor ignored them. 


Starting With No-Show 


2 Major British Film Co. Toppers 
Fight Over Newsreels for Quota 





Russo Dancers To ate! 


London, June 2 

The Georgian State Dance Co 
from the Caucasus will be making 
its first visit to Britain for a sea- 
son at the Royal Albert Hall Novy 
8 through to Nov. 25 This is a 
sequel to an agreement signed in 
Moscow in December last between 
the Ministry of Culture and Vic- 
tor Hochhauser, who is sponsoring 
the British tour 

The 80-strong troupe will follow 
the London season with a two- 
week engagement at the Manches- 
ter Opera House beginning Nov. 
30. 


Royal Chain’s 1,200-Seat 
House, Costing $500,000 
Is First on Waikiki 


Honolulu, June 2. 
being broken this 
week for a $500,000 theatre in 
Waikiki, to be built by Royal The- 
atres, Ltd. Circuit hopes to hold 
the grand opening during the 
Christmas holidays. The 1,200-seat 
theatre will be Hawaii's first in- 
ternational showcase, according to 
Lewis P. Rosen, Roval  prexy. 
drawing first-run product from 
Hollywood, Japan and Europe 

To be known as the Royal State, 
it will be opened coincidental with 


Ground is 


the circuit's 25th anni. Theatre's 
name, of course, recognizes Ha- 
wail’s admission to the U. S. as 


the 50th state. 


Located behind the Princess 


Kaiulani hotel, the Royal State 
will have a considerable adjacent 
parking area plus 300 earmarked 
stalls in a soon-to-be-built parking 
garage across the street. It will 
be built on two acres of land. The 
court gardens, an oversize foyer 
area and lush landscaping, includ- 
ing huge 100-year-old (.ees, will 
enhance the “old Hawaiian” at- 
mosphere of the modern theatre 


The screen will be able to show 
any current film processes. Instead 
of a conventional stage, there will 
be a podium arrangement permit- 
ting the auditorium’s use for con- 
ventions, lectures and private pro- 
grams 

This is the Roval circuit's initial 
inroad into Waikiki. an area served 
to date exclusively by Consoli- 
dated circuit's Waikiki and Kuhio 
theatres. Circuit plans a continu- 
ous performance policy, also a 
“first” in Waikiki 

Rosen expressed himself enthu 
siasticall:. He said that jet plage 
service ‘starting this fall) will dou- 
ble Hawaii's tourist business with- 
in two years. Rosen said that the 
Royal State, representing an over- 
all development investment of 
about $1,000,000, indicates the cir- 
cuit’s tremendous confidence in 
the future 


DIPLOMATS AT GENEVA 
SHOWING OF ‘MOUSE’ 


Geneva, June 2. 
and political brass 

international con- 
tingent of newsmen, gathered here 
for the foreign ministers’ confab, 
were guests at a special screening 
of “Mouse That Roared” at Dome 
Theatre Saturday (23). 

Among those who attended the 





Diplomatic 
as well as an 


special showing were the U. S 
Consul General Henry Villard; 
Ernest Wiener and Katie Meltze: 


of the USIA; Gromyko’s secretary 
and the Secretary General of the 
Soviet delegation; and members 
of all other delegations. The fourth 
estate contingent included three 
Pravda reporters, as well as reps 
of Isvestia, Radio Moscow, the Tass 
Agency, CBS, CBC, NBC, BBC, 
N. Y. Times and Herald Tribune, 
Washington Evening Star, N. Y. | 
Daily News, Associated Press and 
Peking Press. 

| The film, produced by Walter 
Shenson ar directed by Jack) 
Arnold for Car] Foreman’s High- | 
road Productions, is based on 
Leonard Wibberley’s novel. It tells 
a story of the smallest country in 
the world declaring war on the, 
U. S. 


London, June 2. 

The rival heads of Britain's two 
major film corporations appear to 
be involved in a tussle as to 
not newsreels should 
be accepted as British quota and, 
therefore, qualify additionally for 
the Eady levy. Sir Philip Warter, 
chairman of Associated British Piece 
ture Corp., whose company pro- 
duces the Pathe News, advocates a 
change in the Films Act, but John 
Davis, deputy chairman of the 
Rank Organization, whose company 
has abandoned its two newsreels, 
opposes the move 


The issue came to the fore last 
week when the Cinematograph 
Films Council considered a joint 


whether or 


‘memorandum from Sir Philip Ware 


ter and Lord Rothermere on behalf 
of Pathe News and Movietone 
News, and a statement from Davis, 


who was unable to attend the 
meeting. 
‘Both Warter and Rothermere 


argued that newsreels, while per- 
forming a publie service, particu- 
larly in presenting the British way 
of life in overseas markets, were 
running at heavy losses in the 
British market, estimated at 
around $3,000 weekly per reel. If 
they were to be continued there 
would need to be an additional at- 
traction and their acceptance ag 
British quota, plus the compen- 
sating levy, would go some way 
towards easing the load. 

John Davis opposed this viewe 
point and argued for the status 
quo on the main assumption that 
the Films Act was designed te 
foster feature and short production 
as distinct from topicals. 


Although the Films Council de- 
ferred a decision until further info 
is made available, it is considered 
unlikely that it would eventually 
recommend the Board of Trade 
prexy to propose an amendment to 
the Films Act to allow newsreels 
to rate as quota. In recent years 
the influence of the topical has 
been on the wane, and only a small 
percentage of British theatres is 
now playing newsreels as part of 
the regular weekly program. The 
unions, however, mainly from an 
employment angle, are siding with 
Warter and Rothermere, in a bid to 
protect their members working in 
laboratories. 


CHILE DISBANDS ITS 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Santiago, May 26. 

The 1959 concert season of the 
Chilean National Symphony, sched- 
uled to start May 22, has been can- 
celled as the result of strife be- 
tween musicians and the Musical 
Extension Institute of the U. of 
Chile which manages orchestra. 
The Institute now has been author- 
ized by the president of Chile 
Jorge Alessandri, and the rec or 
of the university, Juan Gomez Mil- 
las, to “suspend” the musicians 
and reorganize the aggregation. 

Personnel of the orchestra are on 
the government payroll and, as gov- 
ernment employees, are subject to 
the mandates of the Chilean au- 
thorities through the university, a 
State institution, and the Institute. 

Squabble started when the men 
refused to make a recording on the 
grounds that it was for commercial 





gain for which they would not be 
paid. The Institute, which was to 
receive some six ©o royalty on the 
RCA recording, offered to turn 


over the receipts to the musicians 
but this didn’t appease the grov». 
Institute, through its direcior, 
Juan Orrego Salas, made pubiic its 
discontent over lack of discipline 
on the part of the musicians. 
Charges flew back and forth in the 
press, finally ending with the gov- 
ernment’s decree to pink slip the 
Musicians and reorganize the or- 
chestra. The latter, in turn, is 
seeking a congressional probe and 
demanding the ouster of Orrego 
Salas. 
' Cancellation of the season will 
mean refunding of season tickets 
which had already been ‘sold and 
cancellation of contracts with for- 
eign guest conductors including 
Walter Suskind, Juan J. Castro, 
| Rafael Kubelik and Luis Herrera 


de la Fuente, besides various 
‘ soloists. 
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Int'l Theatre Meet in Finland 


International Theatre Institute's World Congress, marking the 
organization’s 10th Anniversary, opens here Monday, June 1. 
Promising to be ITI’s most impressive meeting with delegates 


from 27 countries, the congress 


its program to include a general discussion about artistic prin- 


ciples and trends. 


Theme of this discussion, accepted upon France’s and Finland’s 
proposal, will be: “Avantgarde trends in the theatre of today,” 
and the preliminary report will be presented by one of the most 
discussed modernists, Eugene Ionesco, from Paris, with the 
French conservative drama specialist Gabriel Marcel being the 
second speaker. This discussion is scheduled for two of the seven 


days reserved for the meetings. 
Delegates will visit Tampere, 


beautifully-situated open door stages, the Pyynikki Summer Thea- 
tre, will be inspected. This theatre has recently got a technical 
sensation, the world’s first rotating auditorium, and therefore 
stands out as a quick special attraction even for professional 


stage people. 


In Helsinki, the congress is going to see, among other plays, 
the Finnish National Theatre version of Shakespeare’s “Julius 
Caesar” (in Edvin Laine’s direction), of Gogol’s “The Revisor” 
(guest director: W. F. Dudin from the Mayakowsky Theatre in 


Helsinki, May 26. 


German Film Industry Still Refuses 
Promotion For U.S. Market—Podhorzer 





for the first time has enlarged 


Stoll Theatres,’ Moss 
Empires Merger Gives 
Latter Full Control 


London, May 26. 
where one of the world’s most tween Moss Empires and Stoll 
Theatres, both of which companies 
are helmed by Prince Littler, were 
announced last week. Moss will 


56c common shares. Holders will 
receive 120,000 Moss common 


| 


acquire the $224,000 management | 
stock in Stoll for 320,000 of Moss | 5Ymphony of Japan. 


shares direct and the balance of | 
200,000 shares out of their entitle- 





SZILARD TAKES WING 


Japan First Stop—Readying West- 


ern Tour of Asahi Symphony 





Paul Szilard departed his N. Y. 


| headquarters June 1 to hit 28 


The terms of the merger be- | cities in a global air trip in con- 


nection with his concert attrac- 
tions. More immediately he’s con- 
cerned with the entrepreneurial 
aspects of bringing to the U. S. 
the 70-man Asahi Broadcasting 


There are 60 dates set for the 


| Japanese musicians in Europe so 


far. 
Szilard has handled Oriental- 
European dates of late for the 


Moscow), of Faulkner’s “Requiem For a Nun,” and Williams’ “Sud- 
denly Last Suinmer.” A Chinese play, “Tshou-Yan,” will be shown 
as a rehearsal performance in the direction of Jack Witikka. 

United States may have biggest delegation, nine persons, of 
whom ITI’s vice president is Miss Rosamond Gilder. Also coming 
are critic John Beaufort of Christian Science Monitor, former 
Equity president Clarence Derwent. 


ment in liquidation of Stoll and N. Y. City Ballet, Dancers of Bali, 
$42,000 in cash. oa - 
| Luisillo’s Spanish Dance Thestre 
The scheme provides that Stoll} Troupe and Ballet Tcherna. 


| 


will sell to Moss all its assets | 
other than Stoli’s holding of 2-| 





Great Britain sends critic Harold Hobson from Sunday Times 


and Stephen Thomas from the 
France's delegates is Jean-Jaques 
egal is due and from Germany 
Walter Unruh. 


Australia, Chile, Poland, Mexico, and of course, all Scandinavian 
countries are among the participating nations. Soviet Union sends 
three “observers,” but the country is as not itself a member of 


ITI. 





‘New Wave’ of French Pix-Makers 


Taken Seriously 


Paris, June 2. ; 

Since the so-called French “new 
wave” (la nouvelle vague) of young | 
film-makers walked off with most | 
of the top prizes at the recent} 
Cannes Film Fest, they are being | 
teken seriously by old guard pro-| 
ducers and directors in these parts. | 
Since their vehicles also seem to 
be spelling boxoffice, even more 
attention is focused on them. 


This has led to some talk of a} 
film revolution here, with pro and | 
con sides taken. The most vocif- | 
erous “new wavers” come from 
the highbrow film crix field which 
for years has railed against out- 
moded, conventional film methods | 
in France. They especially harp 
on the system of writer teams who 
systematically adapted classics to 
the sereen. This group feels that 
films had to treat topical, contem- 
porary subjects even if in a high- 
ly personalized way. They also felt | 
that the director should also write | 
or at least conceive the scripts for 
best results. Stars, high produc- 
tion values and spectacle are out | 
for them. 

27-Year-Old Wins Key Prize 

The most virulent young critic | 
of them all, Francois Truffaut, 27, | 
won the direction award for his in- 
cisive look at youth and revolt in 
“The 400 Blows.” The pic was sold | 
practically internationally for high | 
prices ($100,000 for the U.S.) de-| 
spite its offbeat quality and lack of | 
star names. 

Marcel Camus’ “Orfeu Negro,” | 
won the Golden Palm. This was | 
more conventional in adapting the | 
Orpheus legend to modern Brazil. | 
Camus is 47 and comes from the} 
more conventional assistant direc- 
tor route. 

Documentary maker Alain Res- 
rais (30) made the controversial 
“Hiroshima Mon Amour,” concern- 
ing the hopeless love affair be- 
tween a French woman and a 
Japanese man with the A-Bomb in 
the background. This unusual pic 
garnered two prizes at Cannes al- 
though it may be primarily an arty 
entry, 

Youngsters in ‘New Wave’ 

Claude Chabrol, 30, with two pix, 
“Le Beau Serge’ and “Les Cous- 
ins,” both doing well boxofficewise, 
came to pictures after being a eric | 
end in publicity. Louis Malle, 27; 
A’exandre Astruc, 33; Edouard 
\olinaro, 30, and Roger Vadim, 32, 
2 1 proved themselves at the box- 
office in a more commercial vein 
using known names or creating | 
them like Vadim did with Brigitte | 
Bardot in “And God Created 
Woman.” | 

Jean-Daniel Pollet, the youngest | 
at 23, made a pic with his father’s | 
help on adolescent crises, “Demar- 
cation point.” | 

Oldtimers feel the “new wave” | 
of film-makers is just a natural 
phase and that they too were once | 
“new.” They still feel that the| 





;“Tom Thumb”) hit $119,872, in 10 


British Arts Council. Among 
Bernard. India’s critic Som Ben- 
critic Friedrich Luft and Prof. 


June 17, Moss Theatres’ capital 
will be increased from $4,200,000 
to $5,600,000. 

Properties of both companies 
have been revalued and in the case 
of the Moss group the valuation at 
over $9,200,000 is more than $2,- 
500,000 above the book valuation 
while the Stoll group valuation is | 
thore than $1,500,000 up on the 
book value of $3,500,000. 








| In a financial editorial comment, 
| the Socialist Daily Herald referred | 


215,545 Moss ordinary (common) ! 
shares. If the plan is approved by 3 Yank Films At 
stockholders of both companies by 


Vichy Film Fest 


Paris, June 2. 

The Vichy Film (Festival) Ref- 
erendum started Saturday night 
(30) with a selection of special- 
ized out-of-competition shorts. 
Manifestation runs through June 
13 and gives out prizes based via 
public voting. Mainly a touristic 


Aft ry t A to Prince Littler's compensation | ed bm bee = ——— 
ds , hai ¢ | im nee and five cou are 
er es Wal a ie oo 26 il receive | entered with the U. S. sending 


| the Stoll group, who will 
“wave” will only really 
themselves when they have to use | ald: “Which proves that it is 
anes ane We senpenite Gor Ue | better to have been born a Prince 


budgeters n 
ommoner. 
The government seems to be be- | 4" & © oA 


hind this fresh approach to films | 























as evidenced by the quality hand-| ’ ; 

outs to these filmmakers as well as Nat'l Film Center In 

the selection of their pix for Mex City Ready by Aug. 

Cannes. It is perking up jaded Mexico City, June 2. 

public interest in films, and also The National Film “Center will 

forcing the oldtimers into different open its doors within two months, 
type films. housing all official agencies as 
well as a select top group of pro- 

ee ducers. 

Rasch Envisions The building on Avenue Division 
del Norte, is ample, having nine 
floors. Here will be located the 
Fiim Bank as weil as the three of- 

Mex Fj U at |ficial Mexican  distributorships: 
|Peliculas Nacionales, Peliculas 
| Mexicanas and Cimex. 

Mexico City, June 2. | The Mexican Assn. of Producers 

Herman Rasch, general man-/and Distributors also will transfer 

ager of Peliculas Nacionales, dis-|to the building this September. 
tributing Mexican product intern-| Preducers occupying offices will 
ally, said that “Mexican motion! include Raul de Anda Productions, | 
pictures are on the upgrade in box-| Rosas Priego Productions, Grovas | 
office triumphs, following the/| Films, Calderon Films, Zacarias 
trend established in 1958.” a Abas fed 

Covering the outstanding hits of | Films, Antonio Matouk, al 

last year, Rasch enumerated a se-| 42r, Alfredo Ripstein and a few 
ries of boxoffice successes: |, others. 

“Larceny School,” in simultane- 

ous exhibition at the Roble, Orfeon 

and Ariel theatres, chalked up 

$140,004 in four weeks. 

“Pulgarcito” (Mexican version of 


‘Room’ for W. Germany 


Munich, May 238. 
Bavaria Filmverleih has acquired 
weeks of exhibition. | the distribution rights to “Room at 
“Miercoles de Ceniza” (Ash , 
Wednesday), at the Roble, pro-| 29d Berlin. 
duced $79,650 in six weeks. - a 
The Alameda Theatre took in| Te? which has scored already in| 
$71,162, with “Your Child Has a/| the U- 





_ | $42,00u free of tax, plus a super- | “Houseboat” 2 : 
prove | annuation policy. Notes the ae “a and “Plunder Road 


(Par), “Torpedo 


Program for showings follows: 
Italy’s “The Challenge” on June 1, 
already at the Venice Film Fest of 
1958; Russia’s “Ilya Mouremetz” 
June 2; Britain's “Orders to Kill” 
June 3, shown in Cannes lest year; 
“Plunder Road” on June 4; “Tor- 
pedo Run,” June 5; West German 
“The Sky Clears” on June 6; 
French “Tentations,” June _ 7; 
Italy's “Donatella” on June 8; 
“Houseboat” on June 9; West Ger- 
many’s “False Pride, June 10; 
French “Prisoners of Bush” on 
June 11; French “Mariage De Fi- 


| garo,” June 12, and the out of com- 


petition showing of the French- 
made, “The Girl Hunters” on June 
13. Latter goes to the Berlin Film 
Fest as the official French entry. 

Prizes are for best film, most 
popular foreign and French pix, 
and the best French and foreign 
actors. Prizes are called Celestines 
and are the symbol of the Vichy 
waters. 





| Productions, Diana Films, Oro! Dr, Schwarz Resigning 


As Bavaria Film Mgr. 
Munich, May 26. 

Dr. Wolf Schwarz, manager of 
Bavaria Filmkunst AG in Muen- 
chen-Geiselgasteig, will not renew 
his contract with this firm when 
it expires June 30. Schwarz, co- 
owner of the production firm NDF 
(Neue Deutsche Filmgesellschaft), 


the Top” for Western Germany | owns 10% of Bavaria’s stocks. 


Hans W. Kubaschewski, former- 


This is the Simone Signoret star- | ly with Warner Bros. in Germany, 


took over his new job as one of 
Bavaria’s managers last week. 





Right to be Born” in six weeks. 
Lists Big Hits 


| . 7 ° 
This year’s big hits include “The R b Pl f 
Senoritas Vivanco” which chalked | all or 


up $61,200 in five weeks at the 
Mariscala and “Rebellion of Ado- 
lescents,” $38,400 in four weeks at 
the Real Cinema. 

There are big boxoffice hopes 
for such productions as “Flor de 
Mayo” (long in cans), “Island For 


London, June 2. 


Setup in Japan; Govt. There Objects 


! At a secret council meeting of the 


Two,” “Born to Love,” “Impatient 
Heart” and “800 Leagues Across 
Amazon.” 

Though “La Cucaracha” did not 
make a hit at the Cannes Film 


Fest, it is expected to break box-| 


office records here, Rasch claimed 


The consistent money makers of | 


the national industry in the most 
important theatres (Roble, Alaeda 
and Variedades) prove that Mexi- 
can producers can turn out note- 
worthy boxoffice successes, Rasch 
said. He added that the Mexican 
public is showing a greater prefer- 
ence for national film now that 
quality is being upped. He claimed 
that boxoffice returns at 36 cine- 
mas here (including first-run and 


rerun theatres as well as large | 
nabes )have given first place to} 


Mexican product. 





Japanese authorities, the Rank Or- 
| ganization is having to abandon 
its pian to set up its own distribu- 
tion headquarters in Tokyo, to- 
| gether with a network of ex- 
| changes. In its place, the release 
|of British films in Japanese terri- 
tories will be handled probably by 
}a new company to be created by 
the British Commonwealth Film 
Corp. 

It was only two months azo 
that news first leaked of the Rank 
plan to establish a Japanese ex- 
change which would take over the 
eight available licenses for British 
films in the area. Selection of 
| suitable pix for the territory would 
have been subject to the overrid- 
ing decision of the Rank execs. 

However, now it appears that 
‘that project has to be jettisoned. 


As a result of objections by the British Film Producers Assn. last 


| week, a report from Tokyo made 
'it clear that the authorities in 
Japan would not welcome such a 
setup and the BFPA in conse- 
quence, is having second thoughts. 
|_ In the past the distribution of 
British films in Japan has been 
undertaken threugh the British 
Commonwealth Film Corp., a com- 
| pany controlled by the association, 
and a new deal with that outfit 
now seems the logical course to 
follow. Ralph Bromhead is the 
| BFPA nominee at the head of the 
BCFC. 

Outside the ex-Korda licenses 
which are handled by the Kawa- 


+ Question of the U. S. represen- 


tation for Germany's Export Union 
is up for discussion again at the 
forthcoming Berlin film festival, 
which runs June 26 to July 7, 
Munio Podhorzer, the Union's rep 
in the States, will attend and re- 
port on his activities. 


It’s ne secret that Podhorzer 
isn’t happy with the lack of sup- 
port he’s been getting from the 
German industry. He was appoint- 
ed as the Export-Union man in 
1957. Last year, again at Berlin, 
his status was continued. Indica- 
tions are that, unless the Germans 
decide on the desirability for 
greater activity in the U. S., Pod- 
ge may not continue in the 
ob. 
“It isn't fair either to the prog- 
ress of German pictures or to my- 
self to continue on the same basis,” 
Podhorzer said last week. “I feel 
that this is the ideal time for an 
energetic Germon effort in the 
American market. A great deal 
could and should be done, but it 
can’t be done on a shoestring and 
with a token effort. At least $50,- 
000 to $100,000 a year are needed 
to do the job.” 

Podhorzer and also several of 
the independent distributors 
frankly say they can’t fathom the 
German reasoning, particularly at 
a time when the U. S. market for 
foreign films is obviously 
up, and the Germans themselves 
are eagerly looking for expanded 
export markets. Yet, the German 
industry—via Export-Unioa, which 
is its export promotion arm—year 
after year fails to agree on a 
united push in the Yank mart. 

Indifference 

“The indifference to the Ameri- 
can market potential for German 
films is puzzling,” Podhorzer said. 
He added that the promotion of 
the German pix couldn’t be reas- 
onably left to distributers who, oc- 
casionally, pick up a German film 
for release. 

Podhorzer, who aise heads 
Casino Film Exchange and United 
German Film Enterprises, com- 
mented on the considerable volume 
of work and correspondence im- 
posed on him in his capacity as 
Export-Union representative, and 
noted that his compensation con- 
sists of a very small expense al- 
lowance. “I don’t mind that so 
much,” he said, “because I've 
worked long and hard to see the 
German film succeed here. I do 
mind what appears to be almost a 
lack of interest on the German 
side to exploit German films in 
the U S. to the limit of their pos- 
sibilities and to give them a chance 
to realize their full potential.” 
German imports have made 
progress during the past year or 
so. However, with no coordinated 
effort to back them, they're still 
very limited. 





NEW PUBLICITY GIMMICK 


Kim Novak's Father Drives Old 
Locomoiive Intu Milan 


Milan, May 26. 

Kim Novak accompanied by he 
motber and father arrived in Milan 
hot and dusty after a straighi drive 
from Cannes after the termination 
of the Film Fest there. Chaperoned 
by Jack Wiener, Columbia Pix Eu- 
ropean publicity manager, and 
Italian Rep Enzo De Bernardi, 
Miss Novek faced the barrage of 
photographers and reporters be- 
fore cleaning up. 

In the neantime, father Joe No- 
vak was taken out te nearby Lam- 
brate to drive one of Italy's oldest 
steam locomotives into Milan's 
central station (on its last trip 
before going to the scrap yard) 
where daughter Kim, her mother 
and the whole gang were waiting 
to cheer him in. Despite 35 years 
of service on the Milwaukee Rail- 
road in the U. S., Novak brought 
his train in a couple of minutes 
late. 

Accompanied by the railway's 
brass band, the party moved over 
to the rustic setting of the rail- 
road's afterwork club garden 











where a reception was given the 
honored guests. Kim patiently 
posed for 2° local painters for a 


| kita group in Tokyo there are} half hour, after which she purred 
eight remaining permits for Brit-| to De Bernardi that she was grate- 
ish films in Japan. The selected | ful to have such simple pleasure, 
entries will be chosen by the BCFC | which reminded her of her child- 


or behalf of the whole industry. 


hood in Chicago. 
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It takes you 
| from Hollywood 
| to Paris to Nice... 


| nder stood Women ane it's awluily nice! 7 


Produced and Directed from his screenplay by 


CESARE DANOVA MYRON McCORMICK - MARCEL DALIO - CONRAD NAGEL * NUNNALLY JOHNSON CINEMaScore 
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If RKO, Republic 
Gone, There's AA 
And Disney Now 


Roundup of important product 
coming from all the film compa- 
nies, as provided by Edward L. 
Hyman, v.p. of American Broad- 
casting-Paramount Theatres (sep- 
arate story), tends to show that the 
two companies which have passed | 
out of the theatrical scheme of | 
things have been more or less re- 
placed. | 

RKO and Republic bowed out 
and this, of course, was a blow to! 
exhibitors. But since their pass- 
ing, and a help to theatremen, is 
the fact that Allied Artists more 
and more is moving in on the big- 
time, production-wise, and Walt} 
Disney is about doubling his out- 
put 








| 


Americo Aboaf = - 


cum CONtinued from page 3 =: | 
abide by the global formula would | 
create chaecs and might hurt it in 
other areas. The other companies 
are being quite frank in admitting 
that U won't get satisfaction in 
France unless it goes along with 
the formula in Spain. Japan also 
is at issue. 

In France, the Centre National 
du Cinematografie divvied up 40 
U. S. dubbing licenses based on 
who had done what for the French. 
The 40 were part of the 110 which 
France handed out for 1958-59. In 
the allocation, U was given three 
permits less. Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox also lost one each. Co-/} 
lumbia and United Artists gained | 
one | 

In order to stick to the formula, 
MPEA managed to obtain two ex-| 
tra licenses from Centre chief | 
Jacques Flaud, in return for which 
U agreed to do all its printing in 
Paris. Three additional licenses 
were put back on the table by 
RKO, which can't use them. How- 
ever, this equalization process 
didn’t take place until the Spanish | 
situation was ironed out. | 

It's been made clear that the, 
companies won't tolerate § any 
“wildeatting” outside the global 
formula. Aboaf, at the N. Y. meet- 

assured his competitors that | 
U was in a cooperative mood, but 
pointed to his own difficulties in 
Spain if a commitment of five 
licenses was actually made. In the 
discussion it was pointed out that, | 
on several occasions, companies 
had received extra licenses, but 
had turned them in to MPEA for 
the sake of sticking to the formula. 


Hollywood’s Unload 


fee CONtinued from page 5 eee 
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700 pix to television and already 
has grossed over $50,000,000, less 
expenses it has incurred in selling 
the films. 

Twentieth has leased part of its 
backlog and expects to release its 
entire pre-'48 catalog through Na-} 
tional Telefilm Associates, with en- 
tire package guaranteeing 20th 
over $31,500,000. 

Universal signed a 10-year lease 
of its 600-pic baeklog with Sereen 
Gems for $21,000,000 and Columbia 
has released some 400 of its fea- | 
tures through SG and likely has | 
grossed a minimum of $26,000,000. 
Warner Bros. sold its 700-pic back- 
log te Associated Artists Produc- 
tions, now United Artists Associ- 
aied, for $21,000,000. 

RKO sold its 800 features to 
Matty Fox for $15,000,000 but re- 
served tv rights in the five cities 
in which it operated television sta- 
tions, latter move valued at $10,- 
000,000 for the former production- 
distribtion firm. 

Monogram, predecessor of Allied 
Arcists, was the first of the film 
companies to sell its backlogs to 
television. Republic sells its own 
pix through its Hollywood Televi- 
sion Service, and United Artists | 
has distributed a limited number 
of its films to tv. 

While these sales, both in real 
estate an backlogs, represent con- | 
siderable holdings for the film 
companies, there remain extensive 
assets—in land, diverse interests | 
such as oil anc, of course, the post- | 
'48 film hacklogs 





{4,200 Warren (then the Warner) 


| Impressive, If Not Orderly, Flow 


THEATREMAN HYMAN CHECKS DISTRIBS 
AND DECIDES CHESHIRE GRIN BELONGS 


eo BY GENE ARNEEL 











Official reports from all film studios mirror the fact that Hollywood ; 
is underway with its greatest effort toward quality product in recent | 
history. It may be a case of do or die. but in any event it’s clear that 
all companies are gambling more. 

Edward L. Hyman, vice president of American Broadcasting-Para- 
mount Theatres. sounded out all the companies on their production 
plans. His report is that exhibitors are now in the pleasant position of 
having nine outfits “dedicated to the production of quality product.” 
Hyman observed: “This is the first time in years that the.industry has 
been so fortunate.” 

There may not be any advances in pictures numerically, states Hy- 
man. But he hastens to footnote that he’s not interested in nuinbers. 
The reasoning is that good product even if in limited supply fills out 
the playing time for theatremen better than any kind of avalanche of | 
mediocrity. 

Hyman checked production schedules throughout the industry be- 
cause he had been fretful that the distributors were sluffing off the 
September-through-December period. He said he wanted assurance, | 
which he received, that this “off” period would not be devoid of top 
product. 








At Least 36 Quality Pictures! | 

Hyman, who keeps a particularly close check on the values of up- 
coming pictures, said he figures on up to 36 “quality attractions” for 
the September-December span and this represenis twice as many as 
were available in the same period last year 

Here’s a condensed breakdown on the reports Hyman received from 
all producer-distributors: 

Allied Artists. Has three big’ones in a row, namely “House on Haunt- 
ed Hill,” “Al Capone” and the forthcoming “Big Circus.”’ It might be 
interjected that while AA's finances were in the red for the first three 
quarters of this year, the fourth quarter looms so strong that the full 
year will be in the black for the first time in three years. Also, AA is 
now ready to spend $800,000 to $2,000,000 per picture in future in- 
stead of the $500,000-and-less of past. Coming up are an adaptation of 
the Harold Robbins novel, “77 Park Avenue,” and biopix on George 
Raft and Arnold Rothstein, among others. 

Disney's Buena Vista. Now has the spectacularly successful “Shaggy 
Dog” in circulation, with “Sleeping Beauty” coming up in July on geén- 








| eral release in 35m. Among others due shortly are “The Big Fisher-| ) 
, seph Levine's import of “Hercules” and, on July 4, Audrey Hepburn in 
| “Nun's Story.” Latter part of the summer will bring “John Pau! Jones” 


man,” on a roadshow basis. Four productions now before the cameras. 

Columbia. Coming up are “Middle of the Night,” “It Happened to 
Jane,” Otto Preminger’s “Anatomy of Murder,” Paul Muni and David | 
Wayne in “Last Angry Man,” “They Came to Cordura” with 
Gary Cooper and Rita Hayworth, “Our Man in Havana” with Alec 
Guinness and Ernie Kovacs, “Once More with Feeling” with Yul Bryn- 
ner and Kay Kendall, the pre-release of “Porgy and Bess” and pos- 


Smiths, Boston, 
Buy Hamid Sites 


Atlantic City, June 2. 1959 








tion picture houses plus the big 


in February of 1955 when Stanley | 
Warner as theatre owners exited 





the resort. Deal at that time in-| | oa 46, eee "a 
volved $4,000,000 and was hailed as joie ”) ha Buckeye on 40 
; one of the largest ever negotiated : ‘ 214 ene con 229 
| here. 237 177s Prods, 58 

The Hamid interests will con- 938° «6 DuMont Lab. 201 
tinue to operate the Ween, which 934 6! Filmways 22 
is not involved in any way in the 3 153 Guild Films 109 
| sale, along with Steel Pier; which 1014 755 Nat'l Telefilm 34 
they acquired from Frank A. Gra- 1024 538 Skiatron . 129 
; vatt in the early 40's. ‘97% 714 Technicolor . 78 

The firm buying the theatres or 773 47% Tele Indus 9 
leases is owned by Phillip Smith} 99:4, 9g Teleprompter 27 
and his son Richard, who now con- 14% 7 Trans-Lux .. 16 


trol 17 drive-ins and more than | 
25 indoor motion picture houses 
in 17 major cities in the East and | 
Mid-West. They also operate a! 
large restaurant chain. 

According to George Hamid Jr., 
the Smith organization will con- 
tinue the same policy of operation. 
It will play first-run metion pic- 
tures, and bring in world premiers 
with celebrities. 

Changes in theatre management 
and staff was not announced pend- 
ing closing of the deal June 10 al- 
though it is known that several in 
top spots in the Hamid set-up will 
he affected, 


American Corp, .... 
Cinerama Prod. -. 

King Bros. ane 
Magna Theatre ...... 
Metropolitan Broadcasting 
Seranten Corp. ............ 
U. A. Theatres ae 


* Week Ended Monday (1). 
+ Actual Volume. 
¢ Ex-dividend. 





Amusement Stock Quotations 


Week Ended Tues. (2) 
N. ¥. Stock 


American Stock Exchange 


Over-the-Counter Securities 


(Courtesy of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.) 








sibly before the year is out Sam Spiegel’s adaptation of Tennessee 
Williams’ “Suddenly Last Summer” with Elizabeth Taylor and Mont- 
gomery Clift. 

Metro, This is a revitalized enterprise with numerous pictures rat- 
ing the strictly “A” tag. States distribution chief Jack Byrne: “Leo the 
Lion's roars are being heard with renewed and redoubled vigor.” 
Among those upcoming is “Ben-Hur,” figured as the costliest picture 
in history, at a budget of close to $15,000,000. 

Paramount. Big hopes pinned on such summer releases as “Five 
Pennies,” ‘with Danny Kaye, Hal Wallis’ “Last Train from Gun Hill,” 
and the new Jerry Lewis comedy, “Don't Give Up the Ship.” New Par 
policy calls for a greater run of more elaborate budgets in pursuit of 
more money-prestige product. 

20th-Fox. Distribution v.p. Alex Harrison states the company is mov- 
ing with “the most ambitious and costliest production program in its 
history."’ Ready for exhibitors are “Say One for Me” with Bing Crosby 
and Debbie Reynolds, the generai release of “South Pacific,” an adap- 
tation of “Blue Denim,” Jack Cummings’ production of “Blue Angel,” 
“Stage Door” with Hope Lange and Lee Remick and, for the early 
future, John Wayne and Robert Mitchum in “North of the Yukon,” 
“Bing Crosby and Joanne Woodward in “Bachelor’s Baby” and Deb- 
orah Kerr and Gregory Peck in “Beloved Infidel.” 

United Artisis. The crowd at UA sign the message that theatres 
around the country need big pictures all 12 months of the year aad the 
company intends to fill this need. UA has a current boxoffice honey in 
“Some Like It Hot” and follows this with “Pork Chop Hill,” “Shake 
Hands with the Devil,” “Horse Soldiers,” “Hole in the Head,” “Won- 
derful Country” and “Devil's Disciple.” For the future, UA has one of 
the tallest lists of story properties and talent. 

Universal. Has a big winner in the current “Imitation of Life.” In 
the summer will be U’s most expensive production to date, “This Earth 
Is Mine,” with Rock Hudson, Jean Simmons, Dorothy McGuire and 
Claude Rains, f-llowed by “Any Way the Wind Blows,” with Hudson 
and Doris Day. Then comes Cary Grant and Tony Curtis in “Operation 
Petticoat.” Being readied is “Spartacus,”’ for late this year or early 
1960. This is penciled in as an “epic” and has Kirk Douglas, Sir Lau- 
rence Olivier, Jean Simmons, Charles Laughton, Peter Usiinov and 
Tony Curtis among the key players. 

Warners. Now doing fine with “Rio Bravo,” currently moving in with 
“Young Philadelphians,” and follows through with the release of Jo- 


and shortly after “Look Back in Anger” and “F.B.1. Story.” Important 
plays and novels are on the future WB sked 

All things considered, it looks like Hollywood is making a grandsiand 
play for public atieption. At any rate there hasn't been such muscle- 
flexing in years. 


LA. Taking Over 


| With Pic Museum 


Net Los Angeles, June 2. 





Exchange 


Following negotiations lasting, High Low *Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change Creation of a commission to set 
more than six weeks, a deal where- | in100s High Lew Close forwk. in motion the long-talked-about 
by five resort motion picture thea-| 23°53 18°s ABC Vending. 187 22°s 203% 2214 +17 | but always-delayed motion picture 
tres owned or leased by the George 27%, 20'2 Am Br-Par Th 406 26" 4 2514 aad + % museum has been approved by the 

; Ly “4 A . 139 69% 45 553 +5 eae n 
A. Hamid chain here become the aoe on . or 133 445% 4315 4374 4 ‘ Peat argon of Supeaeisers. 
property: of the Smith Manage- 2415 18 Col Pix 30 187 « 1816 18! a County Counsel and the Chief Ad- 
ment Co., of Boston has been con-| 21% 175% Doeea 102 18% 18 8's A, ministrative Officer must now of- 
eumaennted. 5914 421% Disney _152 495% 45% 46" + ficially sanction move but it's un- 

Involving more than $1,250,000 oh: se — Kdk *312 85's a 82 . 7 t derstood this is merely a formal- 

: 7 . 4 7 a a» wae 7s i's 7 wt 
final settlement is s!.ted for June 1514 134 Glen Alden. 1425 1738 16 17 + 34 ay : , F , 
10, according to George A. Hamid 7 2873 Loew's Inc . 318 3024 2914 291 — ls Supervisors action was taken 
Ir 1414 10% Loew's Thea.1082 1414 1334 137s at apparently when it became evident 

' a . 1274 1014 Nat. Thea, .. 162 10% 10 10 —% |e tim intustey, Comite con- 

Sold are the Hollywood, Center| 55-* 4: * plemount 95 49% 4854 46%  —1%4 | Siderable urging, intended to do 
and Shore Theatres, all located on) 362, 9) Philco 41 331% 30'2 32 415% nothing in this direction. Many 
the resort's principal street, At-) 145%, 9614 Polaroid .... 228 135 124 13334 +1054 |ftlm figures have pointed out that 
lantic Ave., and the Roxy and Vir-| 71 43's RCA ....... 1114 687% = 67% 758 (eae Rh edger 

— j 1 ? > 95 r snef't e 

inia theatres, located on the| 10's &'2 Republic .... 125 9" 9 9 —% |, - 
Senediinin in seitcity, tueid said 14°4 /'2 Rep. pfd. .. 2 14 14 14 — - 36 ee ee eae. Seek 
the transaction involves the out- 6 13 Stanley War. 567 = 26s 244% -25%% + % per sold to filmites for the 
right sale of the Hollywood, Cen-| 3352 22'2 Storer . 3034 2978 3042 +% he anes 10 of such a og 
Looe ea hoes thentend , The 4342 36 20th-Fox 299 3914 3634 371% 4% a “wr was returned when in- 
‘Hamids only have leases on the| 3234 24%3 United Artists 108 297, 28% 28% — % oe — ory Getinite 
Roxy and Virginia, so the deal| 297s 27 Univ. Pix . 2744 27 27 Sf ee : 
there involves only the leases. | 84 7 Univ. pfd. *260 75 74 74 ee. As proposed by the Supervisors, 

Hamid & Son picked up the mo-| .44°8 2434 Warner Bros. 149 4475 «=« 4234 4346 = + 34 «| Who unanimously passed motion, 

on p p the mo-| 139 9214 Zenith ......1524 130 101% «61127 +27'2 |a non-profit corporation will man- 


| age the museum and secure dona- 
tions of funds and exhibits. Mu- 
seum is expected to be built by 
51% 47% 5 + % (private donation but maintenance 














107% 1016 1034 may will be supplied by the Community 
914 8% 2. aa once project gets underway. 
55% 5 5% + % | Sol Lesser, pioneer filmite, prob- 
1934 1858 185 —Ii'% ably will head the commission, 
9 84 835 on 5% since he has exhibited much in- 
74 6°4 7% + %4 terest for years in a museum. 
175 134 134 — Lesser is said to already have se- 
8 734 8 cured promises of several millions 
734 634 654 — 3% | of dollars in exhibits. 
77s 7 T'2 —™% | 
514 538 5% —M% | 
195% 18% 1838 a: 5x | TAKES LATER-RUN STATUS 
12% 12% 12% —% | 
Faust, St. Paul Elects 49¢ Admish 
—Formerly 85c¢ 
Bid Ask St. Paul, June 2 
214 3% %&% In order to be able to reduce its 
216 25% eae admissien the local neighborhood 
154 1% L Faust theatre, which had been in 
278 3% = | the earliest clearance slot, 28 days, 
15% 15% —% | has gone to a later run. 
419 5% +1 | It’s offering twin bills of the 
934 1014 41% | pick of pictures now at 49c admis- 


| sion, in place of the former 85c. 
Current dual offerings are “Some 
Came Running” and Marjorie 


| Morningstar.” 
| Newspaper ads prominently pub- 
licize the 49c admission. 
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-»» Plenty of it! 


~ ROMANCE?. 
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.». 1 wo lovely ladies!. .. Cagney and 
Murray become involved with both! 


.1- The climax is a wow! 2? 
—M. P. DAILY 
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WAKE HAND. 


also starring 


MICHAEL REDGRAVE 
SYBIL THORNDIKE 
CYRIL CUSACK 


with NOEL PURCELL + NIAL MacGINNIS 
RAY McANALLY + RICHARD HARRIS 
, and introducing MARIANNE BENET 
Screenplay by IVAN GOFF ang BEN ROBERTS 
From the Adaptation by MARIAN THOMPSON ot the Novel by REARDEN CONNER 
Produced and Directed by MICHAEL ANDERSON 


Executive Producers GEORGE GLASS and WALTER SELTZER « A Pennebaker Presentation 
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Coneae’ Smash $17, 000, 
Buff; ‘Obsessed’ Dull 86 


Buffale, June 2, 

Biz is scraping the bottom at 
first-runs here this session except 
for a couple of spots. One of these 
is the Lafayette where “Al Ca- 
pone” looms boffo. The other is 
the Center where “Young Phila- 
delphians” should be okay in sec- 
ond stanza. “Pork Chop Hill” is 
very weak opening week at the 
Puffalo while “Woman Obsessed 
ooms mild at Paramount. “Some 
Like It Hot” is near the end of its 
run at the Teck but still oke in 
10th session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-$1)— 
“Pork Chop Hill” (UA) and “Lady 
of Vengeance” (UA). Weak $7,000 | 
or less. Last week, “Watusi” (M-G) | 
and “Fury at Showdown” (UA), | 


same. 

Center (AB-PT) (2,000; 70-$1)— 
“Young Philadelphians” (WB) (2d 
wk) kay $7,000. Last week, 
$9,400 

Century (UATC) (2,700; 70-$1)-—— 
“Go, Johnny Go” (Indie) and 
“Crawling Eye” (DCA). Droopy 
$5,000. Last week, “Room at Top” 
(Cont) and “Ambush at Cimarron 
Pass” (20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-$1) | 
—“Al Capone” (AA) and “Joy| 
Ride” (AA). Torrid $17,000 or over. 
Last week, “Imitation of Life” (U) 
(5th wk-5 days), $6,500. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70- | 
$p— ‘Woman Obsessed” (20th) 
and “Ride Violent Mile” (20th). 
Mild $8,000 or under. Last week, 

Horrors of Black Museum” (AI) 


and “Headless Ghost” (AI), $9,800. | 


Teck (Loew) 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) 
wk). Okay $3,500. Last 
$4,000 


(10th 
week, | 


Cinema (Martina) (450; 70-$1.25) 


—“Bolshoi Ballet” (Indie), Okay | 


$1,800. 





ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 8) 

NSH $1,700. Last week, “He Who 
Must Die” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,000. 

Fox (Arthur 
“Never Steal Anything Small” 
(U) and “The Trap” (Par). Mild 
$10,000 Last week, “Warlock” 
(20th) and “I Mobster” (UA), 


$12,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,600; 60-90)— 
“Count Your Blessings” (M-G) and | 
“Good Day for a Hanging” (Col). 
Oke $11,000 or near. Last week, 
“Mating Game” (M-G) and “Bandit 
of Zhobe” (Col) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (1 1900; 60-90)— | 
“Man in Net” (UA) and “Kill Her | 
Gently” (Col). Modest 
Last week, 
“Edge of Fury” (UA) 


$4,500. 

Pageant (Arthur) (1,000; 60-90) 
—Tunnel of Love” (M-G) and 
“Written on Wind” (U) (reissues). 
Slow $3,000. Last week, “House- 
boat” (Par) and “Teacher's Pet” 
(Par) (reissues), $3,200 

St. Louis (Arthur) (3, 800; 60-90) 
—‘Young Philadelphians” (WB). 
Moderate $10,500. Last week, 
“Shane” (Par) and “Trouble With | 
Harry” (Par) (reissues! (2d wk), | 
$9,000. 

Shady Oak (Arthur) (760; 60-90) | 
—"Gigi” (M-G) (8th wk). Fancy | 
$3,700. Last week, $3,500 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 


to “South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 
rama) about July 1. Big $13,000. 
Last week, $11,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Watusi’ (M-G). Friday night 
sneak preview little help. Slim 
$3,500. Last week, “Never Steal 
Anything Small” (U), $3,800. 

Lyri (Par) (1,009; 90-$1)—“Pork 
Chop Mill” (UA). Fancy $7,500. 
Last week, “Some Like It Hot” 
(UA) (Sth wk), $6,000 at $1-$1.25 
scale. 


RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 85- 


(reissues), 





$1\—“World, Flesh and Devii” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Bad $3,000. Last 
week, $4,500. 


RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 85-$1)— 
“Shane” (Par) (reissue) (2d wk). 
7 another oldie that really 
has delivered. Tall $5,000. Last 


week, $7,000 
State | (Par) (2,200; 90-$1)— 
“Young Philadelphians” (WB). 


Newman a draw name. Fine at 
$8,000. Last week, “Count Bless- 
ings” (M-G), $4,500. 

Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)\—"Too Manv Crooks” (Lopert). 
Good at $2,000. Last .week, “3 


Strange Loves” (Indie), $1,400. 
World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“Room at Tov” (Cont) (2d wk). 


Continues my at 500 or near. 
Last week, £6,000 


(1,200; 70-$1.25)— | 


(5,000; 60-90)\— | 


$6,000. | 
“Last Mile” (UA) ‘and | 


BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 9) 
(Wed.) looks to reach good $21,000. 
First was $25,000 

Fine Arts ‘Davis 
Room At Top” 


468; 90-$1.80) 
Cont) (10th wk). 
completed Sunday 

great $16,500 as 


Ninth session 
(31) pushed to 








Races Slough Indpls.; 


Obeen Din e000 Jorge Stahl Mulls Offer of French 


Indianapolis, June 2. 
First-run biz is tepid here this 
stanza because of “500” festival 
parade Friday night and the big 
Speedway race Saturday. This | 








ee holiday trade. “Woman 
| Obsessed” looks boxoffice leader 
ibut it’s slow at Circie. “Road- UPA’s2d ‘Magoo’ Saini 


racers” at the Indiana got very lit- 

tle play from the speed fans in 

town. | 
Estimates for This Week 


Hollywood, June 2 
UPA, with one “Magoo” fea- 
ture cartoon, “1001 Arabian 





|compared with $16,300 for eighth.| Cjrele (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800: 75- | Nights,” nearing completion, 

Beekman (R&B) (590; $1.20-|$1)\—“Woman Obsessed” (20th) has skedded a second feature 
$1.75)—"Of Love and Lust” (Indie) | Stow $7,000. Last week, “Shane”, twirling around the little near- 
(2d wk). First frame completed (Par) (reissue) and “Forbidden Is-| sighted character, “Robin 
Sunday (31) was good $7,600. In land” (Col), $6,500. | Hood Magoo.” Al Bertino and 
ahead, “He Who Must Die” (Kass)| Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-$1)— Dick Kinney are prepping a 
(22d wk-8 days), $5,600. |“‘Roadracers” (AI) and “Daddy-O” storyboard — corresponding to 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592: 95-|‘AD. Drab $6,000. Last week, film script—for cartoon. 
$1.80) — “Virtuous Bigamist” | closed for convention. No definite release yet is 
(Union) (2d wk). First week which| Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 75-$1/—/ set, although Columbia Pic- 
wound up yesterday (Tues.) was | “Al Capone” (AA) (3d wk). Slow! tures, which will distrib 
okay $7,500. | $4,000 in final stanza. Last week, | “Nights,” has an option. UPA 
| Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 00. ze — / and Col recently dissolved 
“Embezzied Heaven” (Indie) (6th ,,,20ew's (Loew) (2.427; | 75-$1)— their pact for release of UPA 
wk). This round is heading for ~Watusi’ (M-G) and ‘Great St.| shorts. 
| good $9,500 after $11,500 in fifth Louis Bank Robbery” (UA). Fair) __ 

—- — a nny Fe 
| James” (UA) and “Escort West” ° ° 
ri (RKO) (1,700; $1.50-$3)— 
oe, (RK $1.50-85 | (UA), $6,000. Drive-In Advertises Its 


| “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) (12th | 


| wk). The 11th round finished yes 


| terday (Tues.) was mild $10,000 4 


near. The 11th week, $9,700. 
Odeon (Moss) (813; 90-$1.80)— 
“Here To Eternity” (Col) (reissue). 
| Initial week ending 
|(Thurs.) looks to reach good $10,- 
| 500 or near. Holding. In ahead, 
“Gideon of Scotland Yard” (Col), 
hit $11,000 in 10 days, before 
jerked. 
Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2)—“‘Woman Obsessed” (20th) (2d 
wk). Initial session finished yester- 


| $12,000. Last week, $12,500 
tomorrow | 


day (Tues.) was fine $31,000 or) 


| near. In ahead, Pl (20th) 


| (4th wk-5 days), $17,0 


| Paris (Pathe clean (568; 90- | 


$1.80) — “Heroes and Sinners” 
| (Janus) (4th-final wk). Third frame | 
| ended 7 (31) was okay $6,800 


after $7.2 in second week. | 
| “Women = Weak” (NTA) opens | 
June 8. 

Radio City Music Hall (‘Rocke- 
fellers) (6.200: 90-$2.75) — “Ask 
Any Girl” (M-G) 4 stageshow 
(2d wk). This week winding up 
today (Wed.) looks like socko 


$142,000 or close 
$146,000. Stays on 

Rivoli (UAT) 1.545; 90-$2) — 
“Compulsion” (20th) (10th wk). 
Ninth stanza sunateiad yesterday 


Opening week, 


(Tues.) was light $7,000. Eighth 
week, $7,500. 
| Plaza (Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
| “Modern Times” (Lopert) (reissue) 
| (Sth wk). Fourth round finished 
Friday (29) was rousing $14,300 
| Third week, $16.600 

State ‘Toew) (1.800; 95-$2) — 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (10th 


wk}. Ninth session ended Saturday 
(30) was smash $36,000 to top 
| eighth week. which was $35,600. 
First three davs of current (10th) 
week hit bie $11,360 or close 


Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.80)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (31st wk). The 30th 
round finished Saturdav (30) 


perked to smash $16,900. The 29th | 
| week, $16,100. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. 
$1-$1.50)\—"The Roof” (T-L) (4th} 
| wk). Third stan7a finished Monday | 
eee was trim $8,700. The second, 


(T-L) (540; 


Vistorts (City Inv.) (1.003: 50-$2) | 
—"“Al Capone” (AA) (lith wk}. The 
10th week completed last night! 
(Tues.) wes fancy 


jninth was $17,500. “Modern Times” 


(Lopert) (reissue) originally due | $1- 50)—“Imitation of Life” (U) (7th 


here, won't come in now. 
Roxy (Indie) (5. 705: 90-$2.50)— 
“Pork Chop Hil!” (UA) and new) 


stageshow. Initial week ending to-| 
morrow (‘(Thurs.) looks like fair 
$50.000 or close. In ahead, “Imita- | 
tion of Life” (U) and stageshow | 


(6th wk). wound uv with $36.000, | 
| but concluded a highly profitable 
extended-run endagement. 


BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th). 
Fairish $8.000 
gy Dog” (BV) ‘6th wk), $5,000. 

Playhouse (‘Schwaber) (460; 90- 
/$1.50)—“Room at Top” (Cont) (5th 
wk). Big $4, 000 after $4,500 in 
fourth. 

Stanley ‘R-F) (2,800; 50-$1.50)— 
“Yount Philadelohians” (WB) (2d 
wk): Mildish $7,000 after $6,000 


open. 

Town (R-F) (1,125; 50-$1.25)— 
“Woman Obsessed” (20th). Fair 
$5,000. Last week. “Compulsion” 
$4,500 


(20th) (3d wk), 





Herman Levy Sailing 

Herman M. Levy, general coun- 
sel of Theatre Owners of America, 
sails tomorrow (Thurs.) on the 
S. S. Constitution for a two-month 
business trip in Europe. 

He will visit Italy, Switzerland, 
England and France and in each 
country wil! confer with local ex- 
hibitor organizations. He's due 
‘ back in the latter part of July. 





Last week, “Shag- | 


| (20th) (5th wk), $5,000. 
World (Pathe) (604; 94-$1.80)— | Hollywood, June 2. 
“Crucible” (Indie) (2d wk). Thin) Jerry Wald will put a total of 11! 
$2,200. Last week, $3,000. |pix before the 20th-Fox cameras | 
during 1959 Producer, who cur- 
| rently is filming “The Best of 


} 


|\“Night To 
$15,600. waa 








PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 9) 


Disney’s Doings If Kids 
| Must Pay Extra 35c Fee 


Fox (National) (2,250; 90-$1.49)— | Albany, June 2. 
“Pork Chop Hill” (UA). Bangup; Three Albany area drive-ins util- 
$19,000. Last week, “Man In Net” ized a new technique, over the 
(UA) (2d wk), $6,000 holiday weekend, to place the ad- 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 99- vertised responsibility for exact- | 
$1.49) — “World, Flesh, Devil” jing a children’s charge to see| 
(M-G). Tame $7,000 or near. Last “Shaggy Dog,” on the distributor. 
week, “Watusi” (M-G), $6,800. The Marotta Brothers’ Carman, 


Midtown (Goldman) (1,250; $1.10- jp 
$2)—“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) 
a B wk). Neat $14.000, Last week, 

15,000 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 94- 
$1.80)—“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (5th 
800 | $45. A» 6 $11,000 or over. Last week, 


Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— 


Guilderland, Alan Y. Iselin’s 
Auto-Vision, at East Greenbush, 
and Albano’s Drive-in (operated by 
Sylvester Albano) in Ravena, all, 
listed in newspapr copy, “Dis- 
ney’s Price for Children” or “Dis- 
ney’s Policy for This Feature” at 
“Children 35c.” 


“Young Philadelphians” (WB) (2d, There had been criticism, most | 

wk). Boff $27,000. Last week,| °Pemly by Iselin, of the 35-cent tap 

$28.000 |for “Shaggy Dog,” but this had 
Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.40)—| not heretofore gone to the point 

“Al Capone” (AA) (4th wk). Hep| Of advertising that the rate was 

$8,000. Last week, $10.000. “Disney's Policy” or “Disney's 
Studio (Goldberg) (483; 90-$1.80) | Price.” 

—‘‘Love Is My Profession” (Kings) One area automobiler played 


(2d wk). Hot $5,000. Last week, “Shaggy Dog” as the holiday at- | 

$7,000. traction and spotlighted the charge 
Trans- Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) for youngsters, but did not attrib- 

—"Green Mansions” (M-G) (6th ute it, in copy, to Disney. 


wk). Dullish $3,000. Last week, 
$3.200. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.80)— 
“Thunder in Sun” (Par). Fairis 
$19,000. Last week, ‘tore 
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| Everything,” has skedded 10 to 
follow before the end of the year, 
with screenplays on all but one 


house back to regular Thursday 

opening. Last week, “Naked Maja” already completed 

(UA) and “Forbidden Island” (Col), June starter will be ‘ ‘Belov ed In- 

$4,500. | fidel,” pairing Deborah Kerr and 
Missouri (RKO) (2.585; 75-$1)— Gregory Peck, with three to role 

“80 Days” (UA) (reissue). Opened in July: “The Story on Page One,” | 


house Friday with RKO resuming 

| operation. Light $3,000. 
Paramount (UP) (1,900: 75-$1)— 

“Young Philade!phians” (WB). 


Nice $8,000; a SS 3m Ray “Sons and Lovers” is slated for 


$3,500. August, with Wald pitching to Alec 


Clifford Odets original for which 
Marilyn Monroe is pecilled in as 
star; “Hound Dog Man,” to star 


Roxy (Durwood) (279; $1.25- Guinness. “The Billionaire,” orig- 

inal by Norman Krasna, gets away 

wk-5 days). Oke $2,500, and closing in September, “Return to Peyton 

| out a successful run. Last week. Place” and “The Bohemians” in 


October. “The Jean Harlow Story” 
carries a November starting date, 
and “The Hell Raisers,” story of 
the Boxer Rebellion, in December. 


—- 


(Dickinson) 

(1,100 cars; 900 cars: 90c)—“No 

Greater Sin” (Indie) (2d wk). Great 
.000. Last week, $12,000. 
Uptown, Fairway. Granada (Fox 


Shawnee, Leawood 





NS TST 





| Midwest) (2,043: 700; 1,217; 75-$1) | 
—‘Shagsy Dog” (BV). Third week | i 
at Uptown; first week in other | Under the Tinsel 





houses. Sock $15,000. Last week,’ 
Uptown $14,000. Last week. Isis 
(1,360), Fairway, Granada, “Wild 
and Innocent” (U) and “Silent 
Enemy” (U), $6,000. 

Rockhill (Little Art Theatres)! ¢ 
(750; 99-$1.25)—“Bolshoi Ballet” 
(Indie). Sparkling $2,000. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 9) 
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conservative in their operations, 
and other outsiders who diversified | 
into production-exhibition, have in- | 
fluenced a more business-like ap- 
proach on the part of film com- 
panies’ top echelons, it’s claimed. 
The era of free, and sometimes 
reckless, spending has passed. 
With the important stockholders | 
locking over their shoulders, the 





and “Raliy Round Flag, Boys” |film industryites have become 
(20th) (1st wk, New Fox), “Bell, more careful about where every 
Book and Candle” (Col) (reissue) | dollar goes. 

(3d wk, El Rey), “Indiscreet” (WB) | It’s noted, too, and for a dif- 


(reissue) (lst wk, Warner Beverly). | | ferent reason, that the champagne 
ar er a —_ Fox. | /economy of many Hollywood per- 
vA A ~< aa. Pon) ess James | sonalities has become a thing of 

tia os *  (Sw-Cine- the past. Lots of frivolous living 
anonk a sen et 2032 65)——""South still goes on, of course. But the 
poten : , business of picture making has be- 


Seas Adventure (Cinerama). come a highly serious business. 


Started 36th week Sunday (31) a 
after great $18,000 last week. This is for the reason that the 
Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- stars and others, for the most 


part, being “incorporated,” usually 
have a participating stake in their 
pic ures and are not out to jeopar- 
dize this via temperament or in- 
difference. 


$3.50)—“Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA). Finished closing 127th wk 


(9 days) with great $27,300. House 
goes dark until July 15 opening of 
“Porgy and Bess” (Col). 





WILL ADD UP TO 11 


Fabian; and “Wild in the Country.” | 


Combine for His San Angel Studios 


Mexico City, June 2 
Offer of a French investment 
combine of 15 million pesos ($1,- 
200,000) for the San Angel Inn 
Studios is being studied by owner 
Jorge Stahl Sr., with dickering set 

| up by his eldest son, Jorge Ir, 
Conversations for completion of 
the transaction are going along 
smoothly. Stahl Sr. refuses to 
talk about the deal, but an inside 
source indicates that he is in- 
| terested in pulling out of motion 
pictures and wold like to get 


| $1,680,000 cash for his moderna 
studios 

Although a lot of horse trading 
is going on, with purchasers point- 
jing out that they will need to 


| invest a substanttal sum fcr the 
| addition of new sound stages end 
| modernization, possibilities for a 
sale are good. ‘his would mean 
that only truly Mexican studio 
would be the Churubusco govern- 
ment-operated facilities. 
Associated with the Frenchmen 


are some Mexican figures. [t could 
not be ascertained if Gabriel 
| Alarcon is possibly the majority 
Mexican capitalist .urder Mexican 


law, foreigners cannot have 100°) 


control of an enterprise), with 
| their interest limited to 49° and 
control in Mexican hands, 


| News of the San Angel Studio 
| dickering comes as a startling <ur- 
prise to the industry here, Sur- 
face reason is that after 53 years 
in the business, Stahl can no 
longer stand the pace of studio 
management. And his sons want 
him to pull out. But insiders point 
out the real reason may be that 
operation is not a moneymaker. 

Pictures now completed or near 
|} completion at the studios includ- 
ing Hollywood's second Mexican 
production, “Jets Over the At- 
lantic.” with George Raft and 
Virginia Mayo; and “A Star and 
Two Starlets,’ " Mexican film with 
Tin Tan and Maria Antonieta 
; Pons. Interior sets are also being 
prepared for “The Ambitious 
Ones,” Mexican-French coproduc- 
tion directed by Luis Bunuel and 
| starring Maria Felix, Gerard 
Philipe and Jean Servais. 














———— 


State As Garage 
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time, included one of the first the- 
atre organs installed west of the 
Mississippi (it’s still there) and 
was the home of the Frisco Sym- 
phony for a number of years. 

The California remained a first- 
run house almost until World War 
lI. In 1941 it was remodeied and 
renamed the State. During the 
war it became a moveover house 
for t'e larger Paramount, though 
occasionaily used as a firs!-run. It 
was a consistent money-maker un- 
til afver the war, when nighttime 
{oot traffic in that area dwindled. 


In the lete °40’s Paramount op- 
erated the theatre on an on-again, 
ofi-again basis, and in the early 


''50’s AB-PT shut it except for a 
brie? try at an artie firstrun policy. 
Since then the theatre has re- 
mained shuttered except for occa- - 
sional rentals for evangelists and 
|}as temporary political headquar- 
ters. 

| The theatre property, more than 
| 20,000 square feet, includes sev- 
eral small shops. Dr. Garter said 
demolition would start in about 
| four mon hs. 


| Stoc’ Divvy by Columbia 


| Board of directors of Columbia 
at a meeciing last week declared a 
stock dividend of 242% on the 
company’s outstanding common 
stock and voting trust certificates. 

Divvy is payable July 30 to stock- 
holders of record June 30. 








George Mason Retires 


Buffalo, June 2. 

George A. Mason, manager of 
the Century, has resigned and plans 
leaving Buffalo for retirement in 
Flor‘da. 

Mason has been active in down- 
town picture theatres for over 30 
yeers. Started with the late Mike 
| Shea in the early '20s and nfanaged 
| five of the six Shea theatres until 
he joined U.A. and the Century 10 
years ago. 
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HERCULEAN RAVES: 


€€Spectacularly made adventure drama. Resounds 
with excitement and pictorial splendors. A smash 
box office film.?? FILM DAILY 


©€A box office hit. Elaborately 
staged. Packed with 

hair-raising adventures.?? 
OXOFFICE a 


©€Should 
carry a lot <cgm 
of weight at the 
boxoffice. Not since f 
Samson has a screen / 
hero dared such deeds.?” 
PP. DAILY 


©€A spectacle designed 
for exploitation... 

it has color and 

action enough to fill 

a circus parade!?? 
pany VARIETY 






















©CA sure exploitation bet. All 
~ the ingredients of mass 
entertainment. 

Lavish back- 
grounds, violent 

battle scenes 
and uncountable extras.?? 


M.P. HERALD 


©€Spectacle almost of 
DeMille proportions. Strong 
entry... boxoffice show.?? 


REPORTER 


©“Destined to hit the 
boxoffice bullseye... 
with the extensive and 
| hard-hitting campaign.?? 
; EXHIBITOR 


a 
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What Films ‘Ought Not’ Be Exported? 


[Tricky Side-Issues to 82 ‘Unfit’ Titles ] 








The film companies, innocent bystanders in the 
squabble between Congress and the U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency, feel they’re being hurt by the reams 
of unfavorable publicity that resulted from the dis- 
closure that 82 Hollywood pictures had been banned 
by USIA as “inappropriate” for showing in certain 
countries abroad. 

To make matters worse, accounts of the USIA 
action made it appear that the agency had “black- 
listed” these films for export generally. Actually, 
they were nixed only for some or all of the four 
countries where the Government's Media Guaran- 
tee program operates—Poland, Turkey, Yugoslavia 
and Vietnam. 

What the flareup has done {s to spotlight—cnce 
again—a problem that has plagued the film biz al- 
most from the beginning: How to select exports to 
keep in mind the larger interests of the United 
States and yet not appear to exercise the kind of 
arbitrary censorship which the industry has been 
battiing both at home and abroad. . 

Common Overseas I 

Other nations have little compunction about limit- 
ing export of films where the Government feels 
their showing abroad isn’t desirable. The French 
just did that with one of their films, and they've 
done it on several recent occasions. 

There have, from time to time, been efforts of a 
kind of self-limitation on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, too, but nothing ever came of them, partly be- 
cause of the economic structure of the industry and 
partly because it's so difficult to gauge accurately 
what does or doesn’t harm American prestige 
abroad. 

Some, even within the industry, favor some kind 
of industry-controlled screening device that would 
sift out and prevent the exportation of pictures that 
might tend to show the U.S. in a bad light over- 
seas. Others feel equally strongly that only by pro- 
viding the world with a balanced picture of the 








U.S. via both positive and negative images can the 
interests of this country be best served. 

There is unanimity on the view that the Gov- 
ernment in Washington should not be permitted 
to block exports or to determine what can or can't 
be sent out. And yet Media Guarantee is virtually 
the only means through which such selectivity can 
be accomplished. Apart from the principle involved, 
film company executives are frankly puzzled by the 
reasoning that goes into the USIA determination 
of what picture is good for export into what coun- 
try within the framework of the Media Guarantee 
program, 

] Decision For Red Lands | 

The agency has at times nixed pictures for 
Turkey, but epproved them for Yugoslavia. It may 
okay a feature for Poland but turn it down for an- 
other country. Turner B. Shelton, the USIA film 
chief, does exercise an authority that goes way be- 
yond the countries involved in the guarantee pro- 
gram, since no producer will sell to Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary or any of the Iron Curtain countries un- 
less he’s approved the titles. His reasoning in re- 
fusing to accept given films isn't made public, but 
isn't always easy to follow, being based on what 
appears to be Washington’s own “sixth sense” of 
how people in the Communist countries might react. 

It is precisely this free-wheeling and rather com- 
plicated procedure involving in clearing titles which 
makes the industry generaly suspicious of allowing 
the Government to dictate in any way what is or 
isn’t a “sound” export. 

Though it is directly affected, the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. to date hasn't moved to either make 
plain its stand on exports or to clarify the mixup 
that resulted from the Washington hearings on the 
Media Guarantee program. Individual company ex- 








ecutives, however, are deeply concerned lest the | censor subsequently nixed it. Now, | 
resultant publicity create a move in Congress to | however, Chicago has cleared the| 


legislate against the free flow of films abroad. 





————————L— 


Media Guaranty Fund Suspected 
Of Censoring Films Via Concern 
For Good Name of U.S. Overseas 





Italy’s Tax Protest 

Seeking to dramatize the 
need for admissions tax relief, 
Italian exhibitors in Rome and 
Lazio region are planning to 
close their houses June 8-14, 
reports from Rome say. 

A law providing for a tax 
cut is now pending before 
the Italian Senate. 


‘Windmill’ Set to Spin 
In Chicago After Ban 
& ‘Interference’ in ’55 


There’s an element of frrespon- 
sibility in the long-delayed decision 
of the Chicago police censor to 
okay the showing of the French 
“Letters from My Windmill,” the 
Marcel Pagnol picture, Thomas J. 
Brandon and Herbert Steinman 
partners in Tohan Pictures Co, 
charged last week. 

“Letters,” a Tohan release, was 
first released back in 1955. The 
| Roman Catholic Legion of Decency 
“C” rated the film and the Chicago 








picture. 

“Why did they have to wait this 
long?” Brandon asked. “There's a 
lack of responsibility in the way 


Chi Cops Going Holier-Than-Thou? 


O’Connor Picks a Fine Family Man as New Censor— 
Trib Kids Serg’s Qualification: His Own Fertility 


Chicago, June 2. , avenue is costlier to trade elements 
Chicago's new police censor|than the city, which, after all, 
board chief is a sergeant, having | spends taxpayer money to “defend” 


succeeded a lieutenant, which may | purity. Be that as it may, the im-| 


or may not say something for| porters, producers et al who've 
Commr. Tim O'Connor's attitude | successfully harassed the cops in 


toward cinema and stage art ex- 
pression. 
Whereas his prédecessor was 


thought to have had a relatively | 


liberal stance re censorship, the 
new boss, Sgt. Vincent Nolan, is 
represented as not one to brook 
the slightest contamination of 
Windy City morality. Further, the 
scuttlebutt maintains Nolan is un- 
der his superior’s order to crack 
down, a troubling buzz for the 
trade which sees the censors as 
quixotic enough. 

Report that Nolan has been so 
forewarned has already elicited 
the expected exhibitor and distrib- 
utor whelps, though the latter are 
doing most of the whining. The 
“get tough” attitude has drawn 


press attention too, the most sig-| 
nificant reaction contained in a, 


Chi Tribune editorial recently 
which questioned whether the 
sergeant’s fecundity was sufficient 
to qualify him for the job. 
Sure, He’s A Fine Man 

It quoted O’Connor thus: “He 
(Nolan) always has been a capable 
police officer. But what is more 
he is a family man. He has... 
four splendid children. A a 
like that can’t help but be one who 
can realize what is wrong and... 
right for children, and the gen- 
eral public, to view or read.” 

Nolan was also quoted, saying he 
will have his wife’s “help and ad- 
vice” in reaching decisions, “Two 
heads are better than one, aren't 
they?” he said. 

Needled the Trib: “We are 
not thinking of hiring M. or 
Mme. Dionne, who leaped to 
fame (and, according to Commr, 
O'Connor's standards, compe- 
tence to serve as censors) by be- 
coming the parents of five daugh- 
ters at once. We are thinking 
rather of empioying at least one 
person who can apply informed 
critical standards to the suspect 
movie or play in its entirety, 
and in the context of the history 
of the art form it represents.” 

The boding of a harsher policy 
by the board puzzles in view of 
the serious court setbacks sus- 
tained by Chi censorship in recent 
years, latterly in a Federal District 
Court decision washing out the 
“adults only” restriction. A tough- 
ening now can only mean increased 
litigation; but it’s pointed out this 


recent years don't figure to drop 


Par Stockholders = Chicago censor is handling 
| these 


things. The picture hasn't 
——_——= Continued from page 5 Gems | been edited. It’s the same version 
t | they saw before. Three years later, 


, ;, |they’ve now changed their minds, 
least couple of investors are in| fi of course the valu of the pie 
dividual asked about the possibility | ‘¥re has diminished. It’s now con- 
of an extra melon for stockholders. | Sidered an_ old’ film. If it's okay 
'Nothing doing now, said Balaban, |"0W, Why wasn’t it okay in 1955: 
|and no more was mentioned about; The Legion objected to “Letters” 
the matter. : |primarily because of the episode 


_| involving a gluttonous priest who 
i...g4 +4 oe | hurries through Mass to get his 


food. 
There is no limitation. placed on | . dened 
the studio so far as talent and| As a4 result of the Legion “C 





excitement that comes when a 








their fight at this point. 





Council Keeping Chicago 
In Censorship Business; 
Deaf to Objectors 


Chicago, June 2. 

A bill to abolish pre-censorship 
of pictures for Chicago adults was 
killed last Thursday (28) by a 
| City Council committee in a man- 
ner that did viclence to at least 
one quaint parliamentary custom. 

In their alacrity to squelch the 
| proposal, opposition aldermen 
precedentially denied a “pro” wit- 
ness—Ken Douty, Illinois director 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union—the chance to finish his 





| ACLU’s claim that “Chicago should 
get out of the censorship business.” 
At both the local and national 
|level, ACLU has long been an 
= foe of censorship. 
Consensus had the measure 
foredoomed, but by full council 


N\after floor debate rather than in 


j committee. It would have curbed 
| pre-censorship to cover only per- 
; sons under 18. Opposition to it re- 
| flected either ignorance of or in- 
difference to a lot of court-com- 
|posed “handwriting on the wall.” 


testimony after he had restated | 


or number of pictures produced. 

Company has an open mind per- 
taining to diversification, including 
expansion into non-show business 
fields. 

Total of about $8,600,000 was 
spent last year in buying in 200,000 
Par shares on the open market but 





| to continue. 
| Nothing as of now anent the sale 


| of the post-1948 pictures to tele- 


| vision and in any case a big con-| 


sideration will be the channeling 
of this product to toll tv. 

Prospects are favorable for collec- 
tion of the $50,000,000 maximum 
called for under the formula deal 
with a Music Corp. of America 
subsidiary covering the pre-1948 
| film sale. 


| were reelected at the meeting. 


story acquisitions are concerned | 


this rate of purchases is not going | 


rating, the picture played off only 
one third of the country, Brandon 
held. He explained that, in sex- 
| ploitation pix, the condemned tag 
didn’t matter. On other type films, 
| however, it hurts. 


| 





PROJECTOR ALIGNMENT 
Hollywood, June 2. 
Motion Picture Research Council 
has developed a 70m_ projector 


| alignment film. While primary pur- | 


pose, according to technical direc- 
tor William F. Kelley, is to pin- 
| point proper aperture dimensions, 
| film also can be used for checking 
itravel ghost, steadiness, jump and 
| weave, focus and film buckling. 

| Test film carries magnetic stripes 
‘without sound along both edges 
| outside the perforation, thus mak- 


70m release prints. 








But U.S. Information Agency Gets $113,057,000 





The House has passed an appro- 


From Appropriations Committee 


Washington, June 2. | clared that Motion Picture Export 


| Assn. “has been given a pretty 


| Freshman Ald. Thomas Rosenberg, ! priations bill carrying $113,057,000 | 800d ride on the informational 


, Saying filmmakers have no public 
| responsibility but are only inter- 
| ested in the boxoffice, disregarded 
a U. S. Supreme Court determina- 
tion that films disseminate ideas 
entitling them to constituional free 
speech guarantee. 

Same alderman seemed to have 
lost sight of the first and 14th 


“we don’t censor newspapers be- 
cause they are established and re- 
sponsible.” He aiso thought it “un- 
fortunate that we have no censor- 
ship for television.” Thus viewed, 
early settlement of the bill's fate 
was no surprise. , 





Famous Producers’ Releasing 
Corp. has been authorized to con- 
duct an entertainment business in 
New York, with capital stock of | 
200 shares, no par value. Phillips, | 
Nizer, Benjamin, Krim & Ballon | 
were filing attorneys at Albany, | 


|for U.S. Information Agency after 
| tart assaults on the Informational 
| Media Guaranty Fund as a “lush 
| subsidy” and “gravytrain” for film 
producers. ° 

| Appropriations Committee ver- 
| sion, $7,492,700 short of the Ad- 
| ministration request, was approved 
| intact despite criticism hurled by 


amendments when he further said | Rep. H. L. Gross (R-Neb.) at IMG | 


jand some disparaging remarks 
|} about Eric Johnston. 

Gross noted that Johnston, 
whom he described as a “lobbyist” 


| for Motion Picture Export Assn., 


| 


grant to the IMG fund to help fur- 
her distribution of American 


media gravy time.” He added that 
| Johnston, prexy of the Assn., was 
| speaking as its “lobbyist” when he 
|asked for the added funds. 

(Johnston’s view, as reflected in 
i his testimony before the House 


| Committee, is that the taxpayer is, 


getting a bargain with MG which 
|costs money only when the for- 
eign currencies earned by film dis- 
government purposes in the four 
{nations affected. He maintains 
that distributors under IMG are 
| providing a cold war service which 
'would cost incalcuable millions 


jhad plugged for a $16,000,000 more if ever undertaken by the 


government.) 
| Gross also took Johnston to task 


tributors can't be used for other | 


+ Washington, June 2. 


The list of 82 feature films dis- 
approved by the United States In- 
formation Agency to benefit from 
the Informational Media Guaranty 
program made grist for the Wash- 
ington news mill. In the process 
the story was extensively garbled. 

One wire service account, and 
at least one New York daily, char- 
acterized this as a “blacklist,” car- 
rying the implication that USIA 
had set itself up as a bureaucratic 
arbiter of exported film fare. 

These widely-circulated press 
reports prompted some daily 
newspaper editors to dispatch 
somewhat indignant querles to 
their Washington correspondents. 
One went something like this: 
“What about this USIA blacklist? 
What right does it have to tett 
Hollywood what pictures they 
send abroad?” 

The answer is simple. There is 
no “blacklist” as such, and USIA 
has no authority (and doesn’t seek 
it) to dictate to Hollywood. Here's 
an attempt to unravel: 

The Informational Media Guar- 
anty program is a handy extra arm 
of the USIA cold war propaganda 
effort It enables dissemination 
of U. S. books, newspapers, maga- 
zines and film abroad at a rela- 
tively small cost to the taxpayer. 

Motion Picture Export Assn. 
| president Eric Johnston estimates 
| that during the last ten years of 
| the program, about $150,000,000 
| Of informational matter has been 
| distributed. Of this, the govern- 
;ment has had to pay only about 
|; $15,000,000 as a result of foreign 
currency depreciation—or about 
10c on the dollar. 

But the fact remains that the 
taxpayer is footing part of the bill, 
For this reason, USIA is under no 
| obligation to guarantee a dollar 
return on any film a distributor 
wants to export to the four na- 
tions under the motion picture 
phase of IMG. It is a government 
| Program designed to spread a 
“good impression” of America to 
foreign nationals. And there's no 
reason why this convenience must 
be extended to distribution of 
films featuring high school junkies 
or hypersexual rednecks, ete. 

In USIA’s view, the 82 films 
rejected last year for Media guar- 
antee coverage would not enhance 
America’s prestige in the unnamed 
country concerned. Agency is 
frank to admit the obvious—that 
some of them would do actual 
harm to our interests. But con- 
trary to at least one press account, 
the pictures do not comprise any 
sort of international film blacklist. 
The rejeciion applies to four coun- 
tries only. 
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‘Hercules’ 








Balaban and all other directors |img it identical in thickness with | aaa Continued from page 7 sea 


|in Minneapolis have spotted their 
| pictures in one or two neighbor- 


hood houses or drive-ins when loop 


were better uptown. 

Also, in several cases independ- 
ent distributors, unable to secure a 
satisfactory loop firstrun dating, 
turned over important foreign pic- 
tures to neighborhood theatres. A 
recent such instance was “The 
Horse's Mouth” which preemed at 
the local uptown St. Louis Park 
instead of downtown, running five 
| weeks at advanced $1.25 admission. 


| 
bes ‘ . ’ firstrun bookings couldn't be ob- 
essman ] a ilaran tained for them or when the terms 














Distributor of low-budget theatrical 
films seeks producers with new 
projects or completed film. 

BOX V-81, VARIETY 


154 West 46th Street, 
New York 36 








| 


| New York Theatre 























| ee RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


| Rockefeller Center # Ci 6-4600 


t 
| films abroad. (The Administration | for allegedly acting as a “front } 


DAVID «SHIRLEY GIG 


j asked for $3,500,000, which the| man” for the White House last 
Appropriations Committee cut by | year in efforts to win Congres- 
$1,000,000.) | sional and public support for the 
Gross, foe of USIA and other | Administration's beleaguered for- 
Government ventures abroad, de-| eign trade program. 





NIVEN MactAINE YOUNG 
“ASK ANY GIRL” 


From MGM in CinemaScope and METROCOLOR : 
| ond GALA WEW STAGE SPECTACLE “CAMERA ROLIGAT j 
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EQUAL TIME ISSUE SEEN INVITING 


D.C. RHUBARB ON POLITICAL INFLUENCE 





By LES CARPENTER 


Washington, June 2. 

Rep. Oren Harris’ House Legis- 
lative Oversight Subcommittee, 
publicly dormant for some five 
months, has grabbed a political 
bear by the tail. And there's no 
telling how much groaning and 
jaw-snapping might result. 

As it starts, the subcommittee’s 


Democrats (with the subcommit- | 


tee’s Republicans strongly object- 


ing all t way) have demanded an 


explanation of White House and 
Justice Dept. pressure to force the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion to reverse itself on the Lar | 
Daly “equal time” issue. The row is 
over political influence, not what 


should be done about “equal time.” 
In a quick response, U. S. Attor- 


ney General William P. Rogers 
told Rep. Harris (D-Ark.) by letter 
Saturday (30) that he was well 
within his legal rights when he 
sent FCC a brief recently calling 
on FCC to flipflop on the Daly 
dcecision 

here may be more involved 
than just the Daly case, At least 
some Democrats on the subcom- 


mittee would like to see broad in- 
vestigation of Justice and White 
House influence on the various in- 
dependent Government agencies. 
This is along the line of the sensa- 
tional Harris probes of 1958, al- 
though Justice was net investigated 
in those. 

By previous 
entered the Daly issue under Presi- 
dent Eisenhower's personal in- 
struction. 

The attorney general, explaining 


the action, cited various federal 
laws and court decisions to sup- 
port Justice’s right to file the 


“memorandum” (a brief) with FCC 
urging FCC to about-face on the 
Daly ruling. Besides, Rogers said, 
all he was really doing was telling 
FCC that the Justice Dept. would 
be unable to defend the previous 


FCC Daly decision in any federal 
court test He claimed authority 
for that. 


Rogers ended his letter 
potent idle eonatre “I would hope 
that the subcommittee’s inquiry in 
this matter was not intended to re- 
flect and will not be construed to 
be in opposition to the position of 


the U. S. ‘Justice Dept.) in the 
matter Cc inlv the best inter- 
ests of the na quire a reversal 
of that (Daly cision.” 

Rogers there was taking the 
same line as subcommittee’s Re- 


publican members who had solidly 
opposed authorizing Harris to 
write both 
week. A!! Democrats had voted to 
authorize the Harris letters which 
asked this double question: what 
authority does Rogers have to tell 
FCC to reverse a decision and what 


authority does FCC have to receive |! 


or consider 
Logers ? 


Senior GOP subcommittee mem- 


such a brief from 


be! Rep. John B. Bennett (R- 
Mich.), argued it is “unwarranted, 
unethical and unlawful” for the 


subcommittee to get involved in a 
pending case before FCC (Daly 
matter) prior to final FCC action. 
3ennett said subcommittee Demo- 
Contimued on page 36) 


Fonda's Deputy’. 
As Kellogg Series 


A new half-hour anthology se- 
ries, “The Deputy,” with Henry 
Fonda as the host the also will 
star in a minimum of six install- 
ments) has been bought for next 
season for the Saturday night at 9 
period on NBC-TV. Kellogg has 
bought half the show, marking the 
return of the cereal client to the 
network for the first time since 
the days when it sponsored “How- 
dy Doody.” Liggett & Myers may 
take the other half of the show. 

“Deputy,” out of the MCA Re- 
vue shop, will displace “Johnny 
Staccato,” which was originally de- 
signed for the Saturday berth 
next season. Instead “Staccato” 
moves into the Thursday 8:30 
period under joint sponsorship of 
R. J. Reynoids and Bristol-Myers. 





admission, Justice | 


with a 


Rogers and FCC last! 





Reiner’s 5 Guest Shots 
On Dinah’s Chevy Show 


Hollywood, June 2. 

| Carl Reiner will appear in a 
minimum of five “Dinah Shore 
Chevy Shows” next season, and 
will double as writer for entire 
season's product, under a deal 
inked for NBC-TV program, 

Jack Brooks also signed pact as 
special material writer for pro- 
gram. Deal is for six shows, with 
option for additional 14. 


Como & Danger 
Color Tapes Set 
For Japanese TV 


Tokyo, May 26. 

Two of Japan's webs will soon 
be broadcasting NBC color shows 
Arrangements have been con- 
cluded by the Nippon Television 
Network ‘NTV) and the _ semi- 
Governmental Japan Broadcasting 
Corp. (NHK) for color video tapes 
of the “Perry Como Show” and 
“Danger Is My Business” for the 
respective networks. 

This marks the first time that 
color video tapes will be sent out- 
|side the U.S. for regularly-sched- 
uled programming. Most areas 
of the world have a difference in 
lineage and standards than the 
U.S., but those of Japan are 
matching. 

Prez Akira Shimizu of Pacific 
TV Corp., NBC’s rep in Japan, 
laid the groundwork for the nego- 
tiations which concluded with the 
visit of Alfred R. Stern, NBC 
director of international opera- 
tions, and Thomas S. O’Brien, the 
network's director of Far Eastern 
operations. 

Thirteen episodes of the hour- 
long Como show are expected to 
begin their NTV-casting this fall 
Depending on local hurdles and 
programming, Stern believed that 
the shows could be on the air in 
Japan within two or three weeks 
after their live New York per- 
formances. 

Non-color versions of the Como 
hour are now seen in some 17 
countries. “He will be an un- 
qualified success in Japan,” Stern 
said. “He has been a big success 
in every country. It’s hard to 

(Continued on page 36) 


New NBC Radio Biz 


New biz at NBC Radio added up 
to $2,734,255 in net revenue for the 
four-week period ending May 22 
Irternational Swimming Pool Corp. 
ordered a heavy concentration of 
announcements on ‘Monitor’ for 
July 4th weekend. 

U.S. Rubber and Socony Mobil 
Oil also bought extensive summer 
| schedules as did Grove Labs, Sav- 
{ings and Loan Foundation, RCA, 


| 


pe Motors, Hudson Vitamin 








and Scott Paper Co. 


} 


Einstein Medical Center 
Gets 1506; Proceeds Of 


‘ ° 79 bd ’ 
Manie’s Friends’ Spec 
Philadelphia, June 2. 
A gift of $150,000 to the Albert 


Einstein Medical Center was an- 
nounced (30) by trustees of the 
Emanuel Stacks Foundation. The 
proceeds came principally from 
the March 3. hour-and-a-half 
television spectacular “Some of 


Manie’s Friends.” 

Half of the gift is earmarked 
for the memorial dedication of the 
Hematology Department at the 
Center’s Northern Division. The 
remainder consists of three annual 
grants of $25,000 to aid the exten- 
sive program of research in leu- 
kemia at what will be known as the 
Emanuel Sacks Hematology De- 
partment. 

The department is headed by 
Dr. Irving Woldow, who was Sacks’ 
physician for many years, The ini- 
tial check for $100,000, covering 
the dedication 
year’s grant, was presented to Paul 
J. Johnson, president of the Cen- 
ter, and Samuel H. Daroff, chair- 
man of its board, 

The presentation was made by 
Lester Sacks, brother of Manie 

(Continued on page 38) 


Farm Hour, Last 
Chi Stand, Bumps 
4) Live Tooters 


Chicago, June 2 

With sponsor Allis-Chalmers 
dropping live music in favor of 
canned on its “National Farm and 
Home Hour,” staff musicians at 
Chi’s NBC plant have lost their last 
outlet for on-the-air exposure. All 
40 of the WNBQ-WMAQ tooters 
have now been silenced, although 
of course, they continue to pick up 
their weekly paychecks 





The move by Allis-Chalmers was 
essentially an economic one, al- 
though the package price for the 
show remains the same. In switch- 


ing to recordings, show is now able 
to afford additional writers and 
promotion. Also, with records, 
sponsor expects to get a broader 
variety of entertainment than it 
was able to get from a 21-piece 
band. Where before it was limited 
to marches and old standbys main- 
ly, it’s now able to feature semi- 
classical, hymns and voices as well. 

Home Hour” cut back from a 31- 
piece orch to a brass marching 
band last March = 

A further consideration is that 
the elimination of live music will 
make an easier production job of 
the 25-minute Saturday radio old- 
timer. 

Art Van Damme swing quintet, 
which took a leave of absence from 
the stations to tour in person, has 
returned to staff to find its former 
workbench on WMAQ, “The Chan 


' Show,” replaced by a deejay stanza. 








limits). 


test. 


mouth (N.J.), racetrack. 
Staff will base at 








Haddon Hali 
niteries, hotels and other attractions—wired into the Philly studios. 
Plan has the backing and approval of Atlantic City civic orgs, in- 
cluding C of C and Hotel Assn. Trustees. 


WIP ‘Shouldn't Play In Sand? 


Atlantie City, June 2. 


Radio station WIP, Philly, was all set for a whopping two-week 
remote from Atlantic City to be staged the last two weeks of 
July. But a wire of protest today (Tues.) to the FCC from an At- 
lantic City station may botch the deal 

The wire, from Mrs. Dorothy Bremmer, general manager of 
WLDB, reportedly objects to the WIP promotion on grounds of 
FCC regulation 3;30 (a station’s main studios must be within city 


WIP officials consider the two weeks of broadcasts from the 
resort city a remote. They also say that at a final meeting for ap- 
proval of the broadcasts, all three Atlantic City stations, includ- 
ing WLDB, were represented and gave an okay. WLDB’s presi- 
dent, husband of general manager Bremmer, was said to be at the 
meeting. WIP lawyers are preparing an answer to the WLDB pro- 


If WIP gets approval from the FCC against the protest, the 
Philly station will originate all programs from Atlantic City with 
the exception of Phillies basebali ard two daily races from Mon- 


with programs—aired from 


Top 10-At the Home Stretch 


Nielsen's first May Top 10 report, as the shows are preparing 
to go off for the season or move into rerun time, finds “Gun- 
smoke”’ still leading the pack and with five westerns still riding 
the charmed circle. CBS cops seven of the Top 10; NBC two and 








ABC one. 

Here's the average-audience returns: 

Gunsmoke (CBS) iia dtu valet ai acals's mie ib eis selaleiee eek ck: cad eae 37.8 
peer ewes CMC) cccciec ccc esccucucens 33.9 
| eee ane Pee 31.0 
mave Gun (CBS) .......seccas 30.7 
Danny Thomas Show (CBS) ............ 30.4 
Wagon Train (NBC) 29.9 
I’ve Got A Secret (CBS) . 28.8 
Zane Grey Theatre (CBS) 28.2 
pacner Reows Best (CBS) 6...ccccccccccoess 27.8 
Red Skelton Show (CBS) ; ae 

BBE sh) 





22%, of TY Webs’ Prime Evening 


fund and the first | 


| 
| 


| 


Time Will Still Be 





NBC’s ‘Talking’ Order 


Mutual of Omaha has put in a 
bid to slot the “Keep Talking” 
panel show on NBC-TV next sea- 


son. Show is currently riding on 
CBS-TV., 
However, NBC has expressed 


some doubt as to whether it can 
fit it into the '59-'60 sked. 





Femmes in Hub 


Declare War On 
Daytime Radio 


Boston, June 2. 

A move towards getting women 
broadcasters back into radio is un- 
derway here with the establish- 
ment of a Committee for Better 
Broadcasting. At an organization 
press conference in Hotel Vendome 
last week, the battle lines were 


| formed. 





The Mass. Federation of Women's 
Clubs are monitoring seven 
Greater Boston radio stations from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in an effort to force 
more balanced daytime radio pro- 
grams, it was reported at the com- 
mittee’s first meeting. 

Rock ‘n’ roll disk jock programs 
make for discontented housewives 
it was contended at the meeting 
because there is nothing to stimu- 
late the housewives’ intellect. 

Radio as a constructive influence 
upon the Hub is threatened with 
extinction. Alden Eberly of Need- 
ham, chairman of the committee 
told the meeting 

In an outline of principles the 
committee stated: 

“The drift of the past few years 
has brought this once great me- 
dium of communication to the 
point where every stop on the dial 
produces disk jockey music in- 


terspersed with repetitions of news | 


bulletins. 


“Programs of an adult nature are 


(Continued on page 38) 


Producers Chosen For 
CBS Pubaffairs Specials; 
Mickelson Lists Entries 


Toronto, June 2. 

“The Population Explosion” and 
“600,000,000 Miles Per Hour” will 
be among the prime-nighttime spe- 
cials on the CBS-TV fall roster, 
Sig Mickelson, veep of CBS Inc. 
and general manager of CBS News, 
told Canadian broadcasters 
day {1). 

The news chief also revealed 
that his staff of producers for the 
series of tv specials will include 
Fred Friendly, Leslie Midgley and 





Av Westin, Don Hewitt, Paul} 
Levitan, Albert Wasserman and 
Stephen Fleischman. Bell &| 


Howell will co-sponsor six of the 
programs in the '59-’60 series. 
“Population Explosion” will ex- 
amine the growth of human popu- 
lation around the world. ‘‘600.000,- 
000 Miles Per Hour” will explore 
the problems of propulsion, rock- 
etry, nuclear reactors, etc. 
Mickelson assured the bread- 
casters that his production staff 
was able to meet the challenge of 
drawing decent-sized nighttime 
audiences “without diluting the se- 
rious values” of the program fare. 


Mon- | 


Oaters 59-60 


Hollyweod, June 2. 
Television's western boom goes 
into its third year unabated this 
fall, with more oaters scheduled 
than ever before. Though the nete 
work schedules for next season 
are far from firm, the three webs 


|} so far have scheduled a total of 
25 of the oaters, measuring 1612 
hours per week, or 22° of all 


prime evening time. 

_Last year, there were 23 west- 
|} erns, accounting for 14 hours a 
| week. These accounted for nearly 
| 25% of network prime time, dif- 
| ference being that this year the 
| three webs will all fill the 10:30- 
11 p.m, periods and expand their 
| nighttime schedules to a full 73 
hours a week. 


| Although last season saw the 
demise of the live comics as a 
major programming force, the 


coming year will have the same 
amount of comedy, a total of 19 
shows accounting for 10 hours a 
week, Last year there were also 
19 comedy shows, but the coming 
season will find virtuaily all of 
them in the filmed situation or 
family comedy category as against 
last season’s boom in standup 
comedians, 

Big difference this year is in 
mystery shows, which alonz with 
comedy rank in the No. 2 position, 
19 of them, taking up 11 hours a 
| week of prime time. A year ago, 
the webs had scheduled only seven 


} 


of the stanzas. Big increase js 
attributable mainly to success of 
“Peter Gunn” and “77 Sunset 
Strip.” 

Newcomers this year are the 
outdoor adventure shows (“The 
Alaskans,” “Adventures in Para- 
dise,”’ “Troubleshooters’) and the 
science-fiction (“Space,” “Chal- 
lenge,” “Twilight Zone”), An- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Sports Billings 


 Fatten NBC-TV 





NBC-TV continues to reap a har- 
vest on sale of its sports segs for 
| next season. On top of the whop- 
| ping Bayuk Cigar deal on multiple 
programming as detailed in last 
week’s Variety, the network has 


| firmed up the following orders: 
' 
' 


Hygrade Food Products and Care 
| ter Products will jointly sponsor the 
pro football championship game on 
Dec. 27; Kemper Insurance Co. 
has bought the 15-minute footbaib 
preview show preceding each 
week’s NCAA game; Falstaff Brew- 
| ing has purchased a fourth of the 
NAB Saturday basketball tv sked; 
Minute Maid has pacted for the 
New Year’s Day Tournament of 
Roses. 





\Cecil Bernstein To 
N.Y. on Granada Biz 


London, June 2. ° 
Cecil G. Bernstein, managing di- 
rector the Granada Group, is go 
jing to New York next Friday (5) 
|for a 10 day look-see of the U.S. 
tv scene and also to negotiate a 
| vidpic co-production deal. 
Granada has so far steered clear 
| of telefilm production, but has now 
| decided that the time is right to 
| take the plunge. It’s a strong pos- 
sibility that Bernstein may nego 
tiate a deal with. Alfred Hitchcock, 
who is already partnered with Sid- 
j ney L. Bernstein in a production 
| company. 


ie 


Pre ee 
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THE WORD IS OUT: ‘WATC 





A Most Unhappy Network 


Two incidents over the past week have thrown the whole ques- 
tion of network program control into sharp focus and has created 
no little distress within the CBS-TV precincts in wondering just 
how far it can go without inviting fresh alarms on the D.C. prob- 


ing-and-sleuthing scene, 


One involves the Sunday 7:30 period, which has been purchased 
by Oldsmobile. The network has been trying to pitch up a couple 
of its own shows, the “Wonderful World Of Julius” situation come- 
dy series or “Guestward Ho.” On the other hand, Olds has bought 
the new “Dennis O’Keefe Show” from United Artists TV, with full 
intention of slotting it in the Sunday period. However, it’s subject 
to CBS okay and thus far CBS has refused to okay it on the grounds 
that it does not regard it as the kind of qualitative entry required 
for Sunday 7:30. CBS feels, quite aside from the fact that it owns 
the show, that “Julius” is far superior entertainment, 

Then there's the Thursday 8:30 story, over which CBS is present- 
ly doing a fast burn. Just when it looked like Johnson’s Wax and 


Lorillard were going to buy the network's “Hotel De Paree” 


west- 


ern as the successor show to “Yancy Derringer” (which CBS never 
wanted in the first place), the sponsors turned around and pur- 
chased “Johnny Ringo” from MCA for the Thursday period. 

CBS makes no bones over the fact that it regards “Ringo” as 
“another Derringer” and would rather skip it. But “Paree,” which 
it regards highly, is a CBS-owned property, and the network rea- 
lizes that to exert undue pressure to force a sale can invite an H- 
bomb from the Washington precincts. As result, it was obliged to 


firm up the “Ringo” deal. 


As for Sunday 7:30, it’s a toughie any way you look at it. On 
the one hand, CBS doesn’t want to lose its newly-acquired Olds- 
mobile biz. An O’Keefe reject could mean D. P. Brothers, agency 
on the account, moving the show to either NBC or ABC. On the 
other hand, the agency feels that, based on wide audience pre- 
tests of the pilot, CBS is unfair in underestimating the impact 


and quality of the O’Keefe entry 


a 





NBC-TV's 1-Shot Sponsor 
For ‘Sunday Showcase Dramas 


, like NBC or CBS, both of whom 
NBC-TV is incepting an unusu-# } 


al sales pattern for its “Sunday 
Showcase” 8 to 9 p.m. weekly se- 
ries of. dramas. There’s a lot of ex- 
citement inherent in the whole 
freewheeling policy behind the 
series, which will give a consider- 
able boost to the whole cause of 
live tv drama originating in New 
York. For example, the major ac- 


cent will be on the teaming of 
writers, producers and directors 
who initially cut their creative 


teeth in tv. 

‘hus the whole idea is to per- 
mit a sponsor to come in on a 
one-shot basis with an order for 
a Paddy Chayefsky-Delbert Mann 
writer-director collaboration or 
yet again a John Frankenheimer- 
Robert Alan Aurthur teamup, etc. 
This is the kind of creativity that 


NBC is shooting for on the Sun-| 


day series. 

Herb Sussan, the tv network's 
director of specials, has been fhud- 
diing with a whole flock of writers, 
producers and directors, including 
Chayefsky, Mann, Frankenheimer, 
Alex Segal, Reginald Rose, J. P. 
Miller, David Shaw, Tad Mosel, N. 
Richard Nash, Lee Pogostin, Bob 
Mulligan and others with an eye 
toward pacting each of them to at 
least one entry during the season's 
run. Some have already chimed in 
an okay. 

The in-again-out-again sponsor 
policy being incepted by the web, 

(Continued on page 36) 


ED 


ABC Odds & Ends 


Fatten TV Purse 


ABC-TV has been picking up 
some odds and ends in the way of 
sales, which fatten up nicely the 
fall advertising picture on the net- 
work. National Carbon has inked 
for a shortterm sixth of the hour- 
long “Cheyenne” on Mondays, in a 
deal running until Johnson & 
Johnson starts its own “Cheyenne” 
campaign next January. 

Carbon is a 13-week deal, be- 
ginning when the show starts next 


fall In addition, ABC tabbed 
Block Drug for a weekly 15-min- 
utes in daytime programming. 


Show has not been chosen as yet, 
but the Block buy begins in early 
July, and runs 26 weeks. 

Whitehail has ordered a sixth 
of the “Sugarfoot”-“Bronco” Tues- 
day alternators for three weeks in 
September, and Procter & Gamble 
has bought “Colt 45,” a half-hour 
as a summertime-only entry. 


as its 7:30 attraction. 








Policy 





Miltie, Desi & Lucy 

If negotiations currently un- 
der way jell, NBC-TV’'s “Sun- 
day Showcase” 8 to 9 series 
next season will bring to- 
gether Milton Berle, Lucille 
Ball and Desi Arnaz for at 
least one of the 60-minute en- 
tries. 

It’s part of an exchange plan 
whereby, for one Desi & Lucy 
contrib on NBC, Berle will 
move over to the “Desilu 
Playhouse” series on CBS as a 
guestar. 














Monroney Intends 


Making Big Deal 
Over TV Ratings 


Washington, June 2. 





who rates ratings as the television 
| industry’s Beelzebub, disclosed he’s 
| taking a preliminary step to Sen- 
| ate Communications Subcommittee 
| hearings on the effect of numbers 
on tv programming. 

Monroney said he hopes busy 
Senators of the subcommittee will 





| 


| 
| 





| 


j 


| worked 
Sen. Mike Monroney (D-Okla.), | 


find time “soon” to get the long- | 
|which Robinson made during his 
| 12-year tenure, which gave CBS un- 
| questioned supremacy over a good 


delayed hearings going. 

In an interview, Monroney said 
he’s preparing a letter to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
asking: 

(1) What's FCC now requiring 


| public service programming each 
carries—-and at what hours ? 
|} (2) How much more does FCC 


| think stations should report on the | 

| customary 
}in half-h . i ll 
| (3) What weight should FCC give | od sur form, bat in ene fe 


public service shows they carry ? 
| to public 
| policies in 
| censes ? 

| (4) What's 
| Monroney’s 


service programming 
renewing station li- 


the FCC’s view on 
proposed bill which 


H NBC’ 








“WER FWALAY Is WBC Returning to Philly With 


INTEREST PERKS 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The departure of Hubbel Rob- 
inson Jr. from CBS, coupled with 
the almost simultaneous revela- 
tion of a complete reversal of pro- 
gram thinking at NBC (capped by 
the fact that Robinson will indi- 
rectly be toiling in the NBC vine- 
yards in riding herd on the big 
“39 for Ford” series), has had the 
effect of heightening interest in 
the upcoming °59-’60 tv season. 

Theres’ no doubt about it, the 
three-way NBC-ABC-CBS rivalry 
for supremacy will be a lulu, and 
if the word has already gone out 
to “‘watch NBC” it’s due primarily 
to the fact that Sarnoff, Kintner 
& Co. seem bent on perpetrating 
a new “NBC image” far removed 
from the low-register concepts 
evolved during the past season. 

Here is a three-way alphabetical 
capsulization of the nursing, plot- 


ting, scrounging and plantiny as | 


it appears to shape up: 

ABC: Leonard Goldenson and 
Ollie Treyz have committed thein- 
selves to a “more of the same” for- 
mula, which should probably spell 
out even bigger and better Niel- 
sens than the present season. Un- 


subscribe to a “totality of service” 
programming pattern, ABC makes 
no bones over the fact. that “as 
the up and coming network we 
gotta get it in a hurry; when we 


got it we can move into the broad- | 


er and more all-encompassing vis- 
tas.” And since there's nc appar- 
ent diminuition of public clamor 
for the adventure-crime violence 
stuff on a hundred and one vari- 
ations on a western theme (the 
“easterns,” the “southerns” the 
“southwesterns,” etc.), ABC will be 
dishing it out in all forms and 
sizes. There are others who are 
somewhat skeptical over the plea 
copped by ABC and ask: “How 


long does it take for a network to_ 


be up and coming?” 

CBS: Regardless of who steps 
in as Robinson's successor, it’s 
fully anticipated that the same 
type of programming pattern will 
prevail; all of which means varie- 
gated fare ranging from situation 
comedy to variety to the the 
“Small Worlds” and “Playhouse 
90,” to a “Gunsmoke,” the specials 
and the “Perry Masons.” It's 
successfully in the past 
and actually there will be no radi- 
cal departure from this course, 
with most of next season’s sched- 
ule already locked in. Prexy Lou 
Cowan is an o!d program man him- 
self, his own thinking reflected in 
much of the upcoming schedule. 
Yet the fact remains no one is 
denying the contribution to the 
whole Columbia program concept 


part of the stretch. And now NBC 
will be the beneficiary of much 


‘of his thinking through his helm- 


tv stations to report on how much | 


| require all tv stations to make a | 
| “box score” report to FCC on all | 


| public service programs carried 
and the time each is telecast ? 

The ratings hearings, Monroney 
said, will open with FCC Commis- 
sioners who will be asked to an- 
swer these and other questions. Of- 
ficials of television networks will 
likely be the next before the sub- 
committee for a quizzing on the ef- 
fect of ratings on programming 
policies. 

No date is set for the hearings 
yet. 





ing of the ambitious Ford series. 

NBC: Next season will witness 
the greatest turnabout in program 
design since Pat Weaver left the 
network. True, there will be the 
bread-and-butter stuff 


swoop which almost amounts to 
a revolutionary switcheroo, Kint- 
ner is going whole hog on the 
bigtime razzmatazz with no less 
than 150 specials on the '59-'60 
books. At the same time, he’s in- 
cepting a major talent-program 
development division to implement 


| the whole idea that NBC is back in 





show business in a big way. There 
will be no less than three full hour 


showcases per week dedicated ex-| number of local stations and times Sc 


‘for a taped “Voice” via AT&T 


cluisvely to the special. It’s a cal- 
culated risk since specials eat up 
profits and a bad one costs both 
money and audiences. But the 
geod ones make it all worth while 
and should give the network plenty 
to crow about. From this vantage 


point the “NBC image” looks a lot 
more attractive. 


NBC Getting Frisco KPIX to End 
Westinghouse-RCA Bitterness? 





Divvying The Specials 

Westclox and General Mills 
have had to spread the seven 
MGM specials they've bought 
for next season over three net- 
works. Two of the programs 
are slotted for ABC, ditto CBS 
and three are designated for 
NBC exposure. 

Deal has its unusual aspect, 
even for a coming tv season 
loaded with specials. At no 
time in the history of tv net- 
working has any sponsor or 
group of sponsors for the same 
specials had to take fhem to 
three networks. Reason for 
the three-way split is said to 
be that the bankrollers simply 


couldn't clear all the times 
they preferred on any single 
web. 


Talent Associates will pro- 
duce the adaptations of the 
onetime Metro motion pix as 
| live tv entries. 


Talent Assec. 
TV Specials To 
Hit Peak of 33 


More bullish than ever since his 
little spat with NBC, David Suss- 
kind and Talent Associates have 








run their string of live specials | 
season up to 33 shows | 


for next 
with a 34th on tap and reportedly 
to be firmed up momentarily. Suss- 
kind and partner Al Levy just 
|got BBDO to come rough with 
an okay for 
minute specials, which are slated 
to go into NBC-TV’'s newly organ- 
ized Sunday 8-9 drama lineup. 

TA has also got U. S. Steel to 
buy two Sid Caesar specials for the 
‘59-'60 season. The Caesar shows, 
the first slated for October expo- 
sure (and formatted as a satire on 
automobiles), will preempt two of 
the bankroller’s regular Wednes- 
day CBS-TV U. S. Steel dramas 

Sheaffer Pen is virtually lined 
up for another TA-produced spe- 
cial for next semester. Nature 
and length of this one was not 
divulged 

New biz pushes the TA gross 
take for next season well over the 
$11,000,000 mark, making the Suss- 
kind-Levy combo the hottest pack- 
aging house in the tv biz for the 
coming season. 


Rexall’s buy includes _ four 
straight dramatic shows and two 
stories with music, all of them 


adaptations 

3esides the new biz, TA has rine 
DuPont “Show of the Month” 
stanzas in the bag, plus eight spe- 
cials with Art Carney and seven 
MGM specials. 


LOTSA OFFERS FOR 
‘VOICE OF FIRESTONE’ 





“The Voice of Firestone” is 
faint, but not silenced. 
ABC-TV, which bumped the 


Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. from 
its Monday night prime time and 
| which later offered 10:30 Sunday, 
has now agreed to 10 Saturday 
night. 

Sports Network Inc. has offered 
ito try and clear a satisfactory 


| wires and tape distribution. 

N. Y. indie radie station WMCA 
| early this week wired the company 
| Offering to rebroadcast “Voice” 
| shows on a regular basis. 

A Firestone spokesman says the 

company is just “listening.” 





six Rexall Drug 60- | 


+ If reports circulating in the 


|trade bear fruition, Westinghouse 
}and RCA are getting set to engage 
in another station swap — this 
time as a means of resolving their 
differences and putting and end to 
present litigation. There’s been no 
love lost between the giant cor- 
porations since the disclosures at- 
tending the Philadelphia-Cleve- 
| land station swaps, with WBC get- 
| ting the Cleveland KYW-TV op- 
eration, plus $3,000,000, in ex- 


| change for turning the Philadel- 
|phia channel (now WRCV) over to 
| NBC. 
| As unconfirmed reports have it, 
| NBC will call it quits in Philly and 
a WRCV to. the Westinghouse 
|chain. However, WBC will also 
keep the Cleveland station, which 
has moved into an enviable status 
|in audience popularity, and instead 
|divest itself of its San Francisco 
o & o tv stat'on, KPIX, which will 
|move into the NBC family of 
| owned-and-operated stations. 

KPIX is a CBS affiliate and 
should the transfers materialize, 
CBS would find it necessary to 
jhustle up a new affiliation. (Col- 
|umbia already has an o & o radio 
operation in Frisco, KCBS.) 

' When and if WBC returns to 
Philly, WRCV would revert to its 
former status as an NBC affiliate 
since the two leading stations in 
| that city are committed eisewhere, 
WFIL being one of the longtime 
| basics of ABC and WCAU a part 
of the CBS o & o family. 


CBS Exits Fail 
To Dampen Sales 


Current exodus pf veeps at CBS. 
TV had little effect on the web's 
clanging sales register, A biz piece 
of biz was picked for “The Line- 

| up” with P. Lorillard for Newport 

Cigarets. Deal calls for 12-week 
sponsorship beginning July 3. Web 
had planned to sustain the series 
in order to set the stage for the 
fulJ-hour version which preems in 
the fall. 

Additional sales resulted last 
week for “Captain Kangaroo,” New 
clients were Kitchens of Sara Ler, 
Colorforms, Tootsie Rolls and Hol- 
lywood Brands. Score ecard reveals 

| “Kangaroo” with 11 out of 15 quar- 
ter hours now sold, considerably 
brighter picture than a few months 
ago when clients were in the port 
of missing persons. 

Another hot weather deal was 
consummated with S. C. Johnson 
| which has alternate-weeks of “Zane 
Grey Theatre” during the regular 
season. It decided on weekly spon- 
sorship during the hot spell. 

| There were renewals, too, on the 
| CBS-TV sales charts, with P&G 
| 








pacting a batch of soapers includ- 
ing “Search for Tomorrow,” “Guid- 
ing Light,” “Brighter Day,” “As 
the World Turns” and “Edge of 
Night.” Campbell Soup also re- 
jnewed for 52 weeks of “Lassie” 
starting Sept. 6. 


| 100 for U.S. Steel 

| U.S. Steel Hour’s 100th CBS-TV 
| presentation on Wednesday, June 
|17 will have Maurice Evans in “No 
Leave For The Captain.” 

| It is an adaption by Robert Van 
oyk from a novel by~Gerhard 
{Rasmussen about a British officer 
|during World War II assigned to 
disarming mines off the British 
coast. 

Others in the cast are Diana van 
| der Vlis, Geraldine Brooks and 
Nicholas Coster. Paul Bogart will 
direct. 
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Edelman: TV Not as Dependent 


On Foreign Market as Pix Biz 


Tokyo, May 26. 
Vacationing indie producer 
Louis F. Edelman said he didn’t 
think tv would become as depend- 
ent on the foreign market as has 
the motion picture industry during 
the post-war period. 


The exec producer of “Wyatt 
Earp” and the “Danny Thomas 
Show” said the main problem in 


cultivating the market lies in dis- 
tribution “It would push the 
costs too high he said 

Edelman added: “And not all of 
the product has mass appeal. 
would say a great deal of it does 
not Dialog comedy very often 
cannot be translated 
transiate a way of life in America 
to a way of life in Japan? 
if someone is singing a song—how 
2” he 


do you translate the lyrics? 
questioned 

Although he has no particular 
interest in such a venture, Edel- 


man gave scant encouragement to 
the tv production interests that are 
descending on Japan in increasing 
numbers The idea of just mak- 
ing film would not be my desire,” 





he said. “You'd have to have some- 
body who could write the stuff for 
you and I don’t have any answers 
on that 

“You're at the mercy of people 
who know the background because | 
if vou haven't got that, you haven't | 
got anything Edelman continued 
i ive to ke in the hands 
ho know what the} 

is about. I suppose,” 

ledged “if someone 

here and got familiar 

eration he could do a 
Of the rent heavy program- | 


sterns on tv, Edeiman 
ood shows would sur- 


ming of We 


thought the ¢ 


vive as fixtures. Comedy, he hoped, 
would mark the next cycle. “And 
I think the comedy that lasts will 
be situation comedy of one kind 
or another,” he said 





» 


130 Ding Dongs 
For Par's KTLA 


Hollywood, June 2. 


H. G. Saperstein Associates has 


signed a deal with Paramount Tele- | 


vision Productions-KTLA, in Los 
Angeles, for the video taping of 
130 half-hours of “Ding Dong 


School.” 
cis Horwich in her familiar role, 
is being distributed by 
ent Television Corp. for fall airing. 

Jim Schulke, v.p. of Paramount 
TV Productions, called the deal 
the largest 
duction contract to be made since 
the advent of the process. Produc- 
tion will b on the Coast this 
montl 


WHDILTV’s 
F 


y 
il 


Pix Bundle 
rom Screen Cems’ File 


Bosion, June 2. 


WHDH-TV, Channel 5, nabbed 
new package of films, distributed 
by Screen Gems, comprising 54 


Columbia and 50 Ui films. 

The package contains 104 films 
dating back as far as 1931 with 
“The Iron Man,” with Lew Ayres 
and Jean Harlow, and up to 1948 
with “Tap Roots,” Susan Hayward 


and Van Heflin, and “River Lady,” } 


with Yvonne 
Duryea 

In addition, WHDH-TV bought a 
package of i] 


DeCarlo and Dan 


tv included 


\ are: 
Matador,” Maureen O’Hara and 


Anthony Quinn; “New Faces,” Rob- | 


ert Clary, Eartha Kitt; “Blue Gar- 
denia,” Anne Baxter, Richard 
Conte; “San Francisco Story,” 
Joel McCrea, Yvonne DeCarlo. 





Schubert Taps Stewart 

Bernard L. Schubert, Inc., has 
signed Herb Stewart as exec pro- 
ducer of its forthcoming series 
“Counterspy,” which will go before 
the cameras at the Goldwyn Stu- 
dios on the Coast this month. 

Thirty-nine episodes are slated 
for the series. Other projected 
Schubert skeins include “Alexan- 
der the Great',” and “New Adven- 
tures of Mr. & Mrs. North.” 





1! 


How do you | 


What | 


Series, starring Dr. Fran- | 


Independ- | 


single video tape pro- | 


post-1948 films, | 
which have been made available to | 
“Magnificent | 


Helen Winston’s Rights 
To Bedford’s Autobiog 


London, June 2. 

Helen Winston, New York ty 
packager and producer, has ac- 
quired the rights to the Duke of 
Bedford's autobiog, “Silver Plated 
| Spoon,” which is to be published 
{in New York in the Fall by Dou- 
| bleday and Doran. 
| Miss Winston is hoping to ne- 
| gotiate an Anglo-American co-pro- 
|duction deal and to film a large 
part of the story at the Duke's 
| country residence, Woburn Abbey 





WCBS-TV's 606 
‘Wkly. Potential On 
- ‘Late Show Alone 


WCBS-TV, N.Y., when it bought 
one feature package after another 
the deal for 
library, raised 
lan industry eyebrow How could the 


culminating in the 


Paramount many 


tation ever recover the millions 
linvested in cinematics was the 
question bandied among_ the 


| <keptics. 

Siation’s “Late Show” stripped 
across the board beginning at 11:15 
|}p.m. has a potential gross billing 
lof about $60,000 weekly, exclusive 
of agency discounts. That cine- 
matic showcase usually is practi 
cally sold out most of the time. In 
addition, there is the _ stripped 
“Late, Late Show,” the “Early 
| Show” and the weekend cinematic 
showcases, all revenue producers 
| Frank Shakespeare, general man- 
j}ager of the CBS N_Y. flagship, is a 
; Strong believer in the audience and 
|}sponsor pull of cinematics. Impor- 
tant to get results for pix telecast- 


ing, according to Shakespeare, is 
|to build a big, diverse library so 
|that the station doesn’t bore iis 


audiences with repeats or similai 
type fare. 

He acknowledges that some sta- 
tions may not have the tall capital 
as WCBS-TY to build a gilt-edged 
library of Metro, Paramount, and 
other pix. But he argues that in 
most cases they have sufficient 
capital for an initial purchase and 
+if the profits are ploughed back in 
more cinematics a bigger library 
can be built. 

As to the WCBS-TV library, it 
numbers 2,150 different pix. Sta- 
tion telecasts 24 different features 
weekly. At the present rate of us- 
age, taking into consideration the 
repeats, WCBS-TV feels it has suf- 
ficient pix for seven years. In a 
comparative famine period, that 
| currently exists on new pix being 
offered to tv, that’s a comfortable 
position to view the future. 


Eurovision TV Film Fest Gets 











TV Syndication Review 











BORDER PATROL 

(Political Killer) 

With Richard Webb, Arthur Bata- 
nides, Paul Sorenson, Stuart 
Randall, Stanley Farrar, Florida 
Friebus, others 


| Preducer: Sam Gallu 


Director: Jean Yarbrough 
Writer: Peter Barry 
Distributor: CBS Films 
AMOCO 
30 Mins., Wed.; 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-TV, N.Y. 
Joseph Katz) 
Commercially, 
of the hotter numbers in the CBS 
Films distribution house, buoyed 
by a large AMOCO regional 
spread. But in terms of quality, 
of simple entertainment, it's a 
weak sister 
First outing 
hobbled by a 
robbers script, 
Barry. It need not 
Plot told of a Washington 
politician who hired a 
assassin to kill a local 
opponent in the States 
Producer Sam Gallu and scripter 
Barry took this unusual situation— 
supposedly based on the files of 
the U.S. immigration service—and 
made a less than ordinary meller 
out of it. That takes some doing. 
Perhaps the dynamite in the in- 
herent situation—hiring a foreign 
assassin to commit political mur- 


the series was 
routine cops and 
penned by Peter 
have been so. 
State 
Greek 
political 


in 


der in the U.S.—was too much for 
Gallu and CBS Films to handle. 
So the script played it vague, very 
vacue. The viewer knew little; 
about the situation, except that 
the bad politico was involved in 
shady lumber deals in the north- 


And you had to listen care- 
to catch that 


west 


£4511 
iu 


Instead the script and camera 
focused on the actual slaying 
knife plunged into man’s stom- 

the slow detection and the 


capture. To give credit where due, 
the finale a humdinger ric- 
torially. The assassin, played ef- 
fectively by Arthur Batanides, was 
caught in a vacant amusement 
park. He was stalked in a horror 
house and finally was beaten off a 


was 


loop edifice, plunging to his death. 
But the last few minutes hardly 
compensated for the preceding 
tedium 

Richard Webb, running star 
slaved the U.S. immigration cop 
ay in the acti bit. but he 





ok 
wasnt 
detective 
right. There 






too convinci s the master 
Supporting cast was all 
good loca- 


fa 


was some 


tion shooting, Frisco streets, dock- | 





side. amusement park, etc., but 

director Jean Yarbrough was 

boxed a routine pulp script. 
Horo. 


Coast CBS-TV Resolves 
Most of Studio Problems 


Hollywood, June 2 
CBS-TV has all but restored the 
status quo in placing its film series 
at studios, following blowup of its 
five-series rental deal with Sam 
Goldwyn. Only stanza still without 

a studio berth is “Perry Mason.” 
Web last week signed with Metro 
for filming of “Twilight Zone.” its 
new Rod Serling stanza, which 
goes into production June 15. It’s 





the second CBS show at M-G, other 
be the “Rawhide” segment. 
E *r, CBS had set “Gunsmoke,” ! 
“Have Gun, Will Travel” and “The 
Lineup” at California Studios 


| Critical Going-Over by Brandel 


i Paris, June 2 

The second Eurovision Tele- 
| Vision Film Fest, which unspooled 
during the recent Cannes Film 
Fest, came in for criticism by 


here. He felt that this manifesta- 


good for television tv 


filmmakers. 


reps or 


were from nationalized video webs 
; and the commercial stations were 
| somewhat ignored though they are 
the biggest utilizers of vidfilms. 
He also pointed out that commer- 
cial station reps should have been 
more in evidence on the jury and 
| that there were too many French- 
| men seated on it. 
Brandel suggested a 
Organization Committee to 
seat vidpic makers. He opined 
| that the Eurovision setup missed 
opportunities to set up meetings 
between station veeps and 


special 





| producers for an exchange of views 


Joseph M. Brandel who reps Ziv) 


tion, in its present form, did little | 


Brandel felt most of the invites | 


also | 





film | 


on pic 
productions, 


usage, possible 
etc. He 


vidpie co- 
said that 


films should have been chosen by | 
in- | 


countries instead of allowing 
dividual participation by com- 
panies, and that there should have 
been two categories, documentary 
and dramatic, instead of lumping 
all types of pix together fer the 
awards, 

He felt that only pix specifically 
made for tv should be entered. 
He also felt that the organization 
in Cannes did not have a good 
definite time sked and the press 
in attendance were not adequately 
notified to cash in on the big 
press pub potential. Many journal- 
ists at Cannes, according to Bran- 
del, did not even know about the 
Eurovision affair. 

Brandel spoke for himself and 
Ziv. MCA and Screen Gems also 
had pix entered but have made no 
beefs or statements officially, 
though admitting that Brande] had 
many good points. The prizewin- 
ning pix were French. 


this may be one} 


Universal libraries. 


Corp. of America. 


low the Boys.” 





WOR-TV’s $1,900,000 Pix Bundle 


WOR-TV, the RKO Teleradio outlet in N.Y., has made its big- 
gest feature film buy in five years. Station has paid approximately 
$1,000,000 for 78 full-lengthers, which come from the Columbia and 


Deal was closed by the station to pump up the supply of flicks 
to “Million Dollar Movie,” the multi-run feature film format that 
WOR has been using since it first got the RKO library. Station 
closed about a month ago for a block of 20-odd films from Show 


Screen Gems sold the pix, which include “Tap Roots,” “Cover 
Girl,” “Arizona,” “Ride a Pink Horse,” “Song of India” and ‘Fol- 


WOR, short on new stuff, also bought a package of 26 features 
from Bernard Schubert's distribbery 











BREAKDOWN OF PAR PIX 


43°c of Purchasing Stations Tied To 
CBS; 21% ABC, 19% NBC 





MCA TV has racked up three 
new sales of its Paramount pre-’48 
|library. New stations inking in- 
|}clude KTVH, Hutchinson-Wichita; 
|WAPI-TV, Birmingham and 
| WTPA-TV, Harrisburg; putting the 
Paramount library in 54 markets. 
' Breakdown of sales since the pix 
were brought out into the market 
last spring shows that 43% of the 
purchasoing stations are CBS affils, 





| 


21%, ABC, If NBC, 9%, duals 
NBC-ABC, 2 NBC-CBS-ABC; 
and 4° indies. 


Evaluating the number of sta- 
tions in each sold market, MCA TV 
has found that 89° have three or 
more stations, and 11% of the total 
are two-station markets. No sales 
| to date in one-station markets. 


WPIX’s 3-Client 
‘Night of Impact 
Sales Formula 


Unique plan, offering adver- 
tisers product exclusivity and de- 
commercialization of break periods, 
has been instituted by WPIX, N.Y 
| for Wednesday nights 
| Plan, titled “Night of Impact,” 
|has been bought by three leading 
advertisers. Sponsors Liggett & 
Myers, Procter and Gamble and 
Bristol Myers have bought the en- 
tire “Mystery Night” block of pro- 
grams every Wednesday from 7:30 
to 10:30 p.m. Station programs its 
telefilms thematically, one night 
comedy, another action-adventure 
ete. 

Deal guarantees a whole night of 
product protection for the spon- 
sors, in contrast to the customary 
15-minute protection offered in the 
N.Y. market. In addition, the 
usual 10-second and 20-second an- 
nouncements and station “plugs” 
are being eliminated at the “break 
periods” between programs and 
only one announcement will be 
telecast in their place. 

Daily News indie “Impact Night” 
| offers each advertiser half-sponsor- 
ship of two different programs 
every Wednesday night and an ad- 
ditional announcement between 
} Other programs in the night. Sta- 
tion, most of whose revenues are 
derived from participation biz as 
opposed to program buys, is going 
in for some heavy ad-promotion on 
“Impact Night.” 
schedule is being backed by a $37,- 
000 print advertising campaign and 
; heavy on the air promotion 

Liggett and Myers, via Dancer, 
Fitzgerald and Sample, inked for 
L&M Cigarets; P&G for Spic and 
Span through Young & Rubicam; 
and Bristol Myers for four of its 
products, Ipana, Vitalis, Bufferin 
and Ban, via various agencies. 








Kiermaier Exits ITC 


Jack Kiermaier, assistant to 
Walter Kingsley, prez of Inde- 
pendent Television Corp., has re- 
signed. There will be no replace- 
ment, with Kiermaier’s functions 
being absorbed by other execs. 

Another ankling at ITC is that 
of Robert Gaertner, research di- 
rector, ITC currently is looking 
for a replacement in the research 
post. 





Wednesday's | 


Sterling Sets NAACP’s Mind At 
Rest on Use of ‘Birth of Nation 


+ 


Sterling Television, which has 
acquired the vintage D. W, Griffith 
pix, including “Birth of a Nation” 
has advised the National Assn. for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple that ‘‘we have never had any in- 
tention of releasing “Sirth of a 
Nation” in its original version. In 
fact, we would oppose its release 
in its present state almost as vig- 
orously as you do.” 

Sterling Television's letter was 
addressed to Roy Wilkins, exec sec- 
retary of the NAACP, and signed 
by Sterling prez Saul J. Turell. 
Wilkins had-sharply protested any 
telecasting of the pix, contending 
that it glorified the Ku Klux Klan 
and sowed racial hatred. 

Sterling Television, immediately 
after the Griffith acquisition, spoke 
vaguely of trying to sell “Nation” 
as a Civil War tv spec, as well as 
including excerpts in an anthology 
of cinema history. In con- 
junction with the above plans, 
Sterling contended that it would 
try to present the pic without 
arousing racial feelings. 

Turell’s letter to Wilkins appar- 
ently shows some tempering of 
initial plans. Said Turell in part: 
“We intend only to use certain ex- 
cerpts in our television series, a 
series on motion picture history. 
I believe you will approve of the 
continuity and commentary of the 
version we create. 

“However, our plans are far 
from set and a program on ‘Birth 
of a Nation’ is still not even on our 
present production schedule 
There has been some discussion of 
using excerpts only the truly 
great battle sequences and the 
theme concerning the assassina- 
tion of Lincoln. I persone'ly think 


series 


as 


it would be wrong to avoid men- 
tion of the significance of this 


film and its history. 

“Certainly, when we plan this 
program w? would take the utmost 
care in the selection of the scenes 
and in the script we write. I would 
most appreciaie your help and ad- 
vice at that time. I should like to 
go over the entire half-hour ver- 
sion of the film with you then.” 

Turell opened his letter with the 
declaration, “First, I would like 
you to know that neither I, nor my 
cempany, would have any part of a 
program that would stimulate ra- 
cial hatred, Nor would we in any 
way obstruct the fight to establish 
complete and equal rights for the 
Negre in the United States,” 


NY. Key TV ers 
Locked Up Tight 


Indications of how tight the sit- 
uation is for syndicated telefilms 
on WCBS-TV and WRCA-TV in the 
New York market is supplied by 
the respective fall plans of the 
o&o0’s. 

WRCA-TV at this point is only 
planning two first-run slots for 
syndication properties. Tuesday 
nights from 10:30 to 11 p.m. and 
Thursdays from 7 to 7:30 p.m. 
WRCA-TV just bought “Lock-Up” 
from Ziv for fall airing. There 
may be a few others if the net- 
work opens up some 7:30 and 
10:30 periods. 

WCBS-TV only has one evening 
slot open next fall for first-run 
syndication product, 7 to 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday nights. Four syndicated 
shows are set for daytime strip- 
ping. They are “Burns & Allen” 
and probably “Suzie” for 9 to 10 
a.m.; “Our Miss Brooks,” 1:05 to 








|1:30 p.m.; and “Life With Riley,” 
15 to 5:30 p.m. 
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TV: SHOWCASE OF THE ‘B'S’ 


? 





Cummings’ $2,595,000 Rerun Coin 


Hollywood, June 2. 


Deal under which Bob Cummings has sold rerun rights to his 
“Bob Cummings Show” telepix to ABC-TV will bring the come- 
dian a minimum of $2,595,000 over a- three-year span, it’s been 
learned. If options for two additional years are exercised, total 
gross to Cummings would come to $4,325,000. 

Figures are predicted on a $5,000 per run per episode fee to 
Cummings for daytime use of the series. There are 173 of the 
half-hour shows, which ran for five seasons on NBC and CBS un- 
der R. J. Reynolds sponsorship and are winding their network run 
this spring. ABC's deal calls for three runs per episode, or $15,- 
000 per show, over the three-year basic period of the pact. 

Out of the proceeds, Cummings’ Laurel Productions and Mc- 
Cadden Corp., with which he is partnered, will have to pay residu- 
als to actors, writers and directors. Some shows have already been 
rerun during the summer, so that the deal will take part of the 
payments up to the fifth run, the remainder to the fourth. After 
the contract period, films revert to Cummings, who can then make 
another deal, either for additional network reruns or for syndi- 


cation 
Similar arrangement was 
“Restless Gun” films, 


made with John Payne for 
also set for daytime 


his 77 


rerun, by ABC-TV. 


Here again, deal calls for $15,000 per episode plus options, for a 


three-run 


arrangement over two years, 


with films reverting to 


Payne after that period. Total payment to Payne and partner MCA, 


excluding options, is $1,155,000. 











Fi ineshriber 





Sees 397, 


of Telefilm 


Gross From O’seas in Next 5 Years 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


Steady growth of the 
market from its current estimated 
15° of total telefilm grosses to 
about 35° in five years was 
forcast by Bill Fineshriber, Screen 
Gems, director of international 
operations 

Fineshriber, in making the fore- 
cast, spoke of the overall American 
telefilm industry, rather than 
Screen Gems alone. The vet for- 
eign topper found both the skep- 
tics and optimists wrong in their 
assessment of the foreign field, 
“It won't grow by leaps and 
bounds as generally believed,” but 
there will be a general progression, 
according to the SG foreign top- 
per 

Growth territories as telefilm 
markets are Australia, Japan and 
Brazil. In Australia, new stations 
are due to go on the air in Ade- 
laide and Brisbane. Additional 
stations are slated for Perth and 
Hobart. And each of the new mar- 
kets will have a commercial as 
well as a government-operated sta- 
tion Set count in Australia was 
put at 1,600,000 now. 

In Brazil, where the set count 
was put at close to 1,000,000 sets, 
two new stations are slated before 





foreign | 


jing Bureau, 


the end of the year, one in Recifi; 


and the other in Porto Alegre 
Brazil has three other stations now 
operating, Rio de Janeiro, Sal 
Paulo, and Belo Horizonte. 

West Germany, set count, 2,600,- 
000, and Japan, set count 2,500,000, 
also was described as fast-growing 
markets. 

Other factors which make Fine- 
shriber feel that the 35% in five 
years prognosis realistic are 
these: 

1. Commercial television, 

(Continued on page 36} 


112 Markets For 
liv's Lock-Up 


1s 


com- 





Ziv’s deal with American To- 
bacco on “Lock-Up” has been 
locked up for 60 markets, via 


BBD&O. Toronto deal, plus other 
new ones, puts the show in 112 
markets 

American Tobacco 
cluded in the 13 alternate week 
spread are Chicago, Pittsburgh, 
Boston, Kansas City, Atlanta, Cin- 
cinnati, Baltimore, Detroit, Omaha, 
and New Haven. 

New deals include WRCA-TV, 
N. Y.; Super Dairy, Austin; Iowa 


markets in- 


Electric Power, Cedar Rapids; 
Luscon Industries, New Haven; 
KLFY, Lafayette, and KTVB, 
Boise. 


American Tobacco pulled out of 
MCA TV's “SA 7” following a sim- 
ilar 13 over 26-week run. Re- 
portedly, “SA 7” star Lloyd Nolan 
declined to commit himself beyond 
26 episodes 


| the best 


‘ . . , . . 
Willie’ Briefies 
WABC-TV bought the 195 epi- 
sodes of a snort film series for 


moppets called “Willie Wonderful.’ 
Briefies are scheduled for expo- 
sure in the N.Y. station's 5-5:30 
Sunday slot, beginning June 14. 

Show is distributed by Wonder- 
ful Productions 


Urge Syndicators, 
Producers Unite 
On a Trade Org 


A proposal that leading film 
syndicators and producers band 
together to form a trade organiza- 
tion, similar to Television Bureau 
of Advertising or Radio Advertis- 
is made in an open 
letter by Leslie L. Dunier, v.p 
in charge of radio and tv for Mo- 
gul Lewin Williams & Sayler. 

With pooled financial support, 
Dunier suggested, this trade promo- 
tional and research syndication or- 
ganization “vould fill a gaping void 
in the overall television picture. 
As your industrys’ research arm, 
your organization could conduct 
the kind of comprehensive studies 
that would provide agencies with 
sufficient ammunition — qualita- 
tive, measurable research data— 
to justify a recommendation for a 
film program buy when the condi- 
tions warrant it.” 

Dunier’s letter was addressed to 
15 syndicators and film producers 
The agency exec said his letter 
was motivated by his desire to ink 
deal for his 
many times it’s a case of a spot 
buy versus a syndicated program 
buy. 

Addressing 
dicators, Dunier 
“as a group, your 
exists at all—is 
arcnaic.” 

The Dunier letter addressed to 

(Continued on page 30) 


$6’S ‘RIN TIN TIN’ 
AS A THEATRICAL 


Hollywood, June 2. 


Screen Gems’ “Rin Tin Tin” tele- 
series, launched in 1954, will be 
transferred by Columbia Pictures 
to the theatrical screen as a fea- 
ture, with producer Bert Leonard 
swinging over for same _ chore. 
Lensing starts Sept. 22. 

Rerun rights to series have been 
acquired by General Mills for five 
years for telecasting two or three 
times weekly in the 5:30-6 p.m. 





himself to the syn- 
contended that 
research—if it 
primitive and 


time slot on ABC, which should 
spark interest in feature version. 


clients and | 


ON Sd GO oKED 
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Hollywood, June 2. 
Hollywood is experiencing a re- 
| birth of the “B's.” 

The renaissance has come in 
the form of over 450 hourling tel- 
efilms to be produced in this com- 
ing season. Though somewhat 
shorter on budget and running 
}time than the average theatrical 
| “B,” and an entirely different kind 
|of end-product, the volume of the 
|60-minuters will spell out the same 


| kind of impact and importance to 





|the industry as did the “B” in its 
| heyday. 
In terms of employment for 


|erafts, writers, directors and par- 
ticularly talent, the hourlong films 
|} will serve much tse same function 
of the theatrical “B.” In terms of 
talent development, the hours are 
already proving an answer to the 
wherewithal for training ard ex- 
posing young and promising talent 

Where new termpact talent at 
the major studios in the past was 
built and exposed through the 
medium of the “B” pic, today stu- 


dios can afford to termpact new- | 
their | 


comers and spot them in 
telefilms. The exposure, in fact 
jis far more frequent and the im- 
pact on the public can come vir- 
tually overnight, as with such 
Warner Bros. tv stars as James 
Garner, Clint Walker, Efrem Zim- 
balist Jr. and Edward Byrnes 
While half-hour telefilm produc- 
tion has been a _ well-entrenched 
Hollywood field for years, the 
hourlong field is a comparative 
newcomer, bursting into major 
importance for the first time this 
coming television season. A total 


of 21 hourlong filmed series will 
be on the air, comprising nearly 
ener 


of all nighttime hours on the 
three networks. And the hour for- 
mat includes some notable differ- 
ences from the half-hour, not only 
in terms of production technique 
but in terms of casting. 

Whereas in the half-hour for- 
mat, the tendency was to play it 
with an “established” name, 
with the confines of format leav- 
ing little room for the develon- 
ment of newcomers, the 60-minute 
show becuase of the production 
problems necessitates a double or 
triple lead. The producer thereb' 
can be “safe’’ with one name, yet 
bring in one or two newcomers. Or 
he can use all newcomers in the 
running leads, and use guest stars 
in individual episodes as a safety 
factor. 

In much the same way, a preva- 
lence of telefilm production at a 
major studio can enable the lot to 
isign on new talent with an eve to 
pictures but pay their way in the 
meantime with tele assignments 
As an example, 20th-Fox producer 
Herbert Swope Jr. spotted Luciana 
Paluzzi in a made-in-Italv telefilm 
,a couple of years ago and tried to 
get the studio to bring her over 
20th execs replied they wou!dn't 
| know what to do with her if they 
did, they were already loaded with 
(Continued on page 30) 


20th-Fox TV Goes On 
Year-Round Pilot Sked; 
2 New Ones in July 


Hollywood, June 2 

20th-Fox Televisien, under Mar- 
tin Manulis, has joined the year- 
round pilot club, having deter- 
mined to film pilots throughout 
the year, regardless of sales sea- 
son. 20th will roll two new pilots 
in July, the Peggy Lee stanza and 
Daystar Productions’ ‘Leslie Ste- 
vens-Stanley Colbert) “Formula 
for Adventure.” 

Herb Swope Jr., tv exec producer 
at 20th, will produce the Peggy Lee 
pilot. Stevens and Colbert will pro- 
duce “Formula,” a science-adven- 
ture series, with Dominick Dunne 
as exec producer. 

Already on the shelf as January 
prospects are “Whodunit” and 
| “Helimarines,” both pilots having 
been somewhat late for this selling 
season. 


«fo ¢ 


safe 








| HB VIDFILMS ‘Syndication Scramble for Regional ; 


Sponsor Coin Is On; $6,000,000 Still 
| To Be Committed for Entries 





Over on ‘Under’ 


fiollywood, June 2 

Somebody at Screen Gems 
has been seeing too many mys- 
teries and spy yarns, 

Columbia subsid now has 
two shows going with the word 
“Undercover” in the title. One 
is Rouse-Greene Productions’ 
“Undercover Man,” slated for 
CBS-TV in the fall. Other is 
a new syndicated entry star- 
ring Victor Jory and based on 
San Diego police files. *Title 
is “Undercover Car.” 





Denver Station's 
Block Booking’ 
Suit Vs. Loew's 


ition KTVR, Denver, has filed 
an anti-trust suit against Loew's, 
charging “block booking” and 
seeking damages of $375,000 

Suit, filed in N.Y. Federal Dis- 
trict Court, grew out of the Oct. 
‘55 deal with the Denver station, 
under which Loew's licensed its 
pre-'48 library for $900,000 over 
a 60-month period. Station, at the 
same time, gave Loew's an option 
for a 25° interest in the station 

Loew's, in a separate suit in 
N.Y. Supreme “-ourt, is suing Goth- 
am Broadcasting Corp. and 
Founders Corp. 
its agreement 
$813.579. 





with KTVR 


KTVR’'s complaint cites the Jus- 


tice Department suit against 
Loew's and others ‘in which the 
Government alleges block booking 
of films for tv stations and which 


the Government asks that Loew's 
and others be directed to nego-| 
liate i's existing contracts for 


block booking and to give tv sta- | 


tiors an opportunity to license its 
features on a pic by pic basis. 


$1,120,000 Budget For 
London ‘Fate’ Series; 
Each Episode a Pilot 


London, June 2 
gimmick in the making of 
vidpic skein will be 
tried ovt here with the shooting 
at Elstree’ studios, tentatively 
skedded for July commencement, 
of the ABC-TV series carrying the 
overall title “Fate.” Though all 
the pix in the $1,120,000-budget 
project will, as the label suggests, 
have some link with the mysteri- 
ous ways of chance, predestina- 
tion, luck and what-have-you to sus- 
tain the series notion, each one 
will also be scripted as a potential 
pilot-—-so that any half-hour job 
stands the chance, by intriguing 
an overseas network, of sparking 
off a further 39 based on the char- 
acters or idea so introduced. 





N 


a 39-strong 


W 


“Fate” is one of a couple of 
skeins being blueprinted by ABC- 
TV in. association with Gross- 
Krasne. Other has the provisional 


title “Have Plane, Will Fly.” 





16 More Stations To 
Ride With ‘26 Men’ 
ABC Films has inked another 16 
stations on its “26 Men” series 
Outfit also has sold its feature 
packages in 12 markets. 


Stations buying “26 Men” in- 
clude WLWA, Atlanta; WCTV, 
Tallahassee; WMBD, Peoria; 


KDAL, Duluth; and KCKT, Great 


Bend Feature markets include 
WBNS, Columbus, O.; KMOX, St 
Louis; KMBC, Kansas City and 


*WRGB, Schenectady. 


as guarantors of | 
for | 


| pany 
] 


| product 


+ The hot regional race has opened 


| with flurry of multi-market 


| spreads on new syndicated proper- 
| ties. But the big buying is in the 
|months ahead, with an estimated 
| $5,000,000 to $6,000,000 more in 
program buys up for grabs from a 


a 


variety of regional sponsors. 
The big regional spenders re- 


main the brewers, food companies, 
soft drinks, oil companies, cigarets, 
appliances and insurance compa- 
nies. In the latter category, Na- 
tionwide Insurance which ence 
bought “Mama” is looking around 
for a possible new entry 

Virtually all of the syndicators 
now are represented with one or 
more new properties, most of them 
slated for airing dates for the new 
fall season. Same syndicators are 
in there pitching for the regional 
biz, either making their presenta- 
tions er holding their screenings 
now or pr-ming the pitch for the 
near tuture 

It’s a scramble for that gold re- 
gional ring. One of the character- 
istics of most successful syndi- 
cated property is this important 
aspect: 50° or more of the coin 
on the pronerty is represented by 
regional sales. Conversely, it’s a 
long, hard sell without some major 
regional to tie into 

Prope ‘ties in the current market 
include “Lock-Up,” Ziv; “How To 


Marry A Millionaire,” “This Is 
Alice.’ “Man Without A Gun” and 
“U. S. Marshal,” NTA; (NTA also 


has some tape shows); “What Are 
The Odds” and “Police Station,” 
Offic.al; “The Racers,” ABC Films; 
“Phil Silvers Show,” CBS Films; 
“Seven League Boots,” “Behind 
‘Continued on page 30) 


To Barter Reruns 


Screen Gems is establishing its 
own subsidiary to barter rerun 
telefilm and probably features. 
The production-distribution com- 
hired Sidney Barbett and 
Charles Weigart, two former ex- 
ecutives of Regal Advertising, the 
outfit by Exquisite Form 
bras and used to handle its own 
barter time deals 

Unlike some of the other major 
tv film distribberies, SG never has 
had its own separate rerun selling 
organization. This ts the first step 
in that direction by the Columbia 
Pictures’ tv company. 

Meantime, Regal-Exquisite Form 
is renorted'vy dickering with a 
New York distribbery, Medallion 
Films, to take the latter over. Only 
official word on that at the mo- 
ment is that Regal has not yet 
finalized any deal. Medallion has 
some 50 post-'48 features in tow. 

Barbett and Weigart have not 
yet been informed of the specific 
they will handle for bar- 
SG has several old half- 
some feature film that 
starting its second time 
ty orbit 


owned 


ter, but 
hours and 
is alreaGy 

around the 


’ 
Banner's Cartoons 
“Cartoon Classics” and “Jungle,” 
initially distributed by Sterling 
television, now is being handled by 
Banner Films 
“Classi series of five-and-a- 
uarter minute cliffhanger epi- 
sodes will be replenished with 104 
new episodes, bringing the total 
number of cartoons to 208. The 
“Jungle” series has 52 15-minute 
episodes 
New distribution deal was con- 
cluded by William Cayton, prez of 
Radio and TV _ Packages, and 
Charles McGregor, Banner Films 
| topper. 
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Looks Like Rotating Patten Qn 


| 


TV Webs’ 60 Politico Coverage 
Doomed; $7,000,000 Tab On Tap 





Bob Sarnoff's recent 
of rotational network coverage of 
the 1960 national political conven- 
tions appears almost as doomed as 
Alf Mossman Landon’s disastrous | 
campaign against Roosevelt in '36. | 
Approximately $7,000,000 will be| 
spent by the three webs to cover | 
the two conventions next year. 

The NBC exec’s suggestion for 
a more effective method of pre- 
senting the long-winded political 
palavers is being brushed aside by | 
the other webs. While they won't 
divulge any specific coverage plans 
at this time, the newschiefs of the 
rival nets have indicated that once 
again the political conventions will 
force them into almost gavel-to 
gavel coverage despite the unas- 
sailable fact that viewers will be, 
bored with 90% of what they shall | 
see at the 1960 conventions in L.A. 
and Chi. 

Sarnoff, who had given the mat- 
ter of total coverage by each web, 
considerable thought, pointed out 
that the rotational system of han- 
dling such special events would 
add up to two plusses, namely that 
live coverage would be available 
to everyone “without depriving | 


any viewer of his freedom to 
choose a program more to his 
liking” and by the cutting down 


of the finarcial strain of long peri- 
ods of commercial cancellations, 
webs would find themselves in a 
better position to offer sustained 
live coverage of outstanding news 
happenings. 

It was Sarnoff’s contention that 
the conventions, by all means, 
should be aired ‘but being on the | 
air and monopolizing the air are 
not necessarily the same thing.” 

But the competition is so great 
among the chains and the race to 
be first is paramount in the minds 
of news chiefs and their pubaf- 
fairs veeps, that from invocation- 
to-nomination coverage of the 1960 
political hooplas is almost inev- 
itable, observers note. 

The question that Sarnoff raised: 
were the webs using good judg- 
ment when they gave 95° of the 
national video followers absolutely | 
no choice but to gander every 
seconding speech, every committee | 
report, every exhibitionistic parade | 
—this question will evidently re- 
main on the agenda until the 
Vegetarian Party candidate is in- 
sta ‘ed in the White House. 

Consensus is that Sarnoff’s idea 
is an exceilent one but that the 
other networks simply won't go 
alo in this effort to improve 
the convention coverage. Naturally, 
there will be moments when the 
coverage will shift from the con- 
vention hall to other parts of the 
country in order to pick up dif- 
ferent aspects cf the story but the 
webs, as of this moment, have no 
intentions of rotating live cover- 
age of the political happenings 
from the convention halls. 

Sig Mickelson, CBS's top news 


no 


ne 


chief, indicated that his staff will 
move around the country consid- 
erably more during the 1960 con- 


veniions on the theory that the | 
story is net always confined to the 
convention hall. It is his belief 


suggestion # 


Cost Canada 1476 To 


that it also unfolds in hotel rooms | 


and corridors, caucuses and in the 
home towns of candidates and else- 
where, consequently CBS’ corre- 
spondents and cameras will be rov- 
ing around the country during the 
conventions. Similarly, William R. 
McAndrew, veep of NBC News. is 
making it piain that he'll also dis- 
patch newsmen wherever 
a real story in an effort to break 
up the grinding monotony of gavel- 
to-gavel coverage. 

Technically, 
conventions should be vastly su- 
perior next year it was said this 
week. Both NBC and CBS have 
their operations staffers at work 
on new gadgeis to make the Jot of 
broadcasters easier. Tape, of 
course, will be invaluable in the 
upcoming conventions. 

McAndrew and_ his 
have been huddling with the RCA 
researchers in an effort to produce 


better tv lenses to provide for 
more depth. There'll be superior 
two-way radio. gadgets that can be 
slipped into trouser pocke’s an¢e 
much lighter hand cameras than 
those in use at the 1956 conven- 
tions. 





there’s | 


| 
| 


Sustain ‘Peter Grimes’ 
Govt. Probers Are Told 


Ottawa, June 2. 

Maintaining his refusal to state 
cost figures on sponsored shows 
carried by the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., of which he is v.p. 
Ernest Bushnell did provide the 
government committee, probing | 
broadcasting in Canada, with costs 
on 21 sustainers. Topping the list 
was the 120-minute “Folio” produc- 
tion of the opera “Peter Grimes,” 
at $147,376. Lowest was the week- 
ly 15-minute Peter Whittall show, 
“Mr. Fix-It,” at $1,333. 

The House of Commons commit- 
tee had demanded figures on spon- 
sored shows on the basis that CBC 
was losing money on almost all of 
them it carried. Bushnell has con- 
sistently countered the committee’s 
persistence with a refusal to table 
such figures until the corporation's 
board of directors can be con- 
sulted. 

He based his refusal on the claim 
that it would be unfair to the bank- 
rollers, since the costs were con- 
fidential. Actually, the costs were 
listed for the committee on May 21 
but shows were not identified. 
They showed losses to CBC rang- 
ing from $5,003 to $12,697. 

Committee hearings continue. 





It's Now Loew’s B’casting 


Washington, June 2. 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission has approved a name- 
change of the licensee for WMGM, 
New York. 

New Name is Loew’s Theatres 
Broadcasting Corp.; old one, 
WMGM Broadcasting Corp. 


Jampel Exits ‘County Fair’ 


To Hang Out Own Shingle 


Carl Jampel, producer and head 
writer of NBC-TV's “County Fair,” 
his dual 
role to hang out his own shingle as 
packager of quiz and panel shows 
under the corporate title of Well- 
ington Productions 


resigned this week from 


Jampel produced and wrote “The 
Paul Winchell Show,” ‘“‘Name That 
Tune,” “Dollar a Second” and 
other audience participationers. 
He now plans working entirely on 
his own packages and quiz shows 

His successor on “County Fair” 


| has not yet been named, although 


likelihood is that Bob Quigley, 
writer-producer of quizzers and 
who recently returned from year’s 
stay in South Africa, will get the 
nod. 


WOR Radio's 1006 
Galen Drake Pact 





WOR Radio, N. Y., has hired 
Galen Drake for two daytime 
stripped shows, guaranteeing the 
radio performer upwards. of 
$100,000 per year. 

Drake, currently on the CBS 
web, will wind up his network 


commitment at the end of August. 
He begins his WOR Radio commit- 
ment, though, on July 20. RKO 
Teleradio, N. Y. flagship, has him 
slotted for two chatter shows daily, 
9:15 to 10 a.m. and 2:15 to 3 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

Signing of Drake is considered a 
coup for the N. Y. Teleradio outlet 
which apparently has been sound- 
ing out the talent market for a 
replacement of “Second Breakfast 
With John B. Gambling.” Son 
John A. Gambling has taken over 
his father’s early morning show. 
John B., now on leave of absence, 
is due to retire. 

WOR Radio, in negotiations 
with CBS web, had to purchase 
the Galen Drake name, which had 
been a property of the web 


its 





Discuss Ways & Means 








By JAY 


Washington, June 2. 

When global radio-tv networks 
spring into orbit via space satel- 
lites, the world must be protected 
from “overdoses” of commercials 
and other “idosyncrosies’’ of Amer- 
ican broadcasting. 

A noted scientist, thus projecting 
the hassle over programming into 
outer space, envisions a sort of in- 
ternational (United Nations?) Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
to guayd.against abuse of the space 
waves. 

British electronics expert C:r 
Robert Watson-Watt, at a panel dis- 
eussion here last week, declared 
that control of program content 
from orbiting broadcast stations 
“will have to be faced squarely, 


| fairly and honestly” by individual 


governments. Panel was sponsored 
by Electronics Industries Assn. 

Raising an ogre, Sir Robert ven- 
tured: “Benevolent censorship of 
program content will be a prob- 
lem but it will not be among the 
major problems at least for the 
next five. years.” Presumably, he | 
meant that there’s no point in wor- | 
rying about this until the actual 
time commercial broadcasting 
might take the space trek. 

He also stressed that space 
broadcast stations steer clear of 


| “political implications” in their in- 


the coverage of the | 


newsmen | : 
| mercial purposes, 


| 


ternational broadcast fare. 

Apart from_ such futuristic 
worries, the panelists discussed 
the more immediate problems of 
getting broadcast satellites into or- 
bit and functioning. They had great 
expectations on this score. 

Feasibility of narrow bandwidth | 
broadcast satellites has already 
been demonstrated. But for com- 
more complex 
systems beaming on the broad 
bandwidths necessary for tv will 
be needed. 

Engstrom’s Ideas 
RCA vice president Elmer W. 


Engstrom saw forms which could | 
be used to carry on commercial | 
| broadcast activities, including | 


‘Global FCC’ for Outer Space Waves 


Content From Orbiting Stations 


| of-sight 
| sion across continents and oceans. 


of Censoring Program 








LEWIS 

“passive satellite chain” of two 
dozen or more space stations 
which merely bounce back to} 


earth, and the aciive variety which | 


would be comprised of miniature 
broadcast stations. Latter has dis- 
advantage of being limited to the 
particular kind of service for 
which it was designed, whereas the 
“passive” reflector-type satellites 
would be capable of bouncing back 
all kinds of broadcast service 

Capability of launching either 
type of satellite is now available. 
Engstrom said. It’s only a problem 
of money and effort. One hopeful 
aspect is that space broadcast sta- 
tions would not have to overcome 
interference created by the heat 
from the earth's atmosphere and 
thus could get along on relatively 
low-power transmitting equipment. 

However, by 1968 a fairly heavy 
payload of some 50,000 pounds 
would be necessary to make com- 
mercial space broadcasting stations 
feasible. As rocketry advances, 
this might not be much of a prob- 
lem by then. 

_Because of the expense of pres- 
ent-day space ventures, Philco 
v.p. David B. Smith said, “the 
burden is up to the government 
and not commercial enterprise to 
put communications satellites into 
orbit.” 

Ultimate result, panelists pre- 
dicted, will be chains of space 
broadcast stations analogous to 
towers hundreds or thousands of 
miles high for instantaneous line- 
VHF and UHF transmis- 


As a final note of caution, Sir 
Robert said such 
must beware of “political implica- 
tions” in their broadcast fare 
which at all times will be beamed 
to the conglomerate of nations 
within range. But, he added, gov- 
ernments can provide through the 
new method “great international 
understanding of culture, habit, 
and experience”—which could pro- 
mote peaceful coexistence. 


space networks | 
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TV-Radio Production Centres 
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'IN NEW YORK CITY... 


CBS board chairman Wm. S, Paley recovering in New York hospital 
after undergoing surgery for elevated diaphragm ... Harry Ackerman 
back on job after two weeks’ convalescing at Coast home fo!lowing hos- 
| pitalization in Paris with ulcers Jobn F. Day, director of CBS News, 
addressed the Institute of Appliance Manufacturers in Cincinnati yes- 
terday (Tues 

Isuis G. Cowan, prexy of CBS-TV, to be featured speaker at Univ. 
of Chicago's arnaual communications dinner on June 13. Cowan is 
alumnus of the school . . .“Howdy Doody’s Bob Nicholson (Cobb) and 
| Lew Anderson (Clarabell) and Jimmy Blaine, host of “Ruff and Reddy 

| Show,” fly to Princeton June 6 in Blaine’s plane to perform at fund- 
raising fair for Princeton Hospital . Alfredo Antonini, CBS music 
| director, guest conducts Philadelphia Orchestra at Robin Hood Dell 
on July 2... Bill Dozier, CBS-TV Coast program veep, back to Hol- 
lywood after trip east... Frank Cooper Associates set William Lundi- 
gan as emcee of “Mrs. America” contest to be seen over CBS-TV June 
|20 from Fort Lauderdale . . . Cooper Associates set Mimi Benzell to 
hostess NBC-TV’'s “Today” show starting this week . . . WRCA-TV 
salesman William Whalen chosen chairman of P.S. 14 PTA in Yonkers 

. WRCA-TV's “Hi Mom” performers Jimmy Weldon and Webster 
Webfoot to New Hampshire June 6 and 7 to shoot film of their visit 
to Lake Winnipesaukee and state’s animal farms for later viewing on 
program CLff Evans of NBC-TV’'s “Today” staff sightseeing in 
England and due back in Gotham June 9... Don Morrow to lecture 
at his alma mater, Univ. of Texas, on tv as art form, during summer 
semester . . . Nina Shoehalter, assistant publicity director of WCBS- 
TV, touring Italy and France, returns next week 

Crossing the pond: George Rosen, Variety's radio-tv editor. planed 
yesterday ‘Tues.) to Israel and Greece for combined holiday and show- 
biz looksee . . . Robert Treut headed this week with wife for three- 
month survey of Europe ... Mark Richard of Benton & Bowles Film 
Production staff to present talent showcase (for the trade) featuring 
another B&B staffer Cynthia Purcell . WRCA staffers Steve White, 
Bud Ford and Eleanor Riger all received Hearts of Gold plaques from 
Heart Fund . Jim Beatty of Family Circle Magazine joined WRCA 
Merchandising Dept. . . . Douglass Parkhirst, featured on CBS Radio's 
“Whispering Streets,” elected prexy of Veterans Hospital Radio-TV 
Guild, otherwise known as “Bedside Network” Allby Lewis into 
cast of CBS Radio’s “Right to Happiness”. Evelyn Seibold and Mar- 





tin Blaine into husband wife roles on CBS Radio's “Ma Perkins” 
soaper 
Christepher Cross moves from veep of Grey Advertising Agency 


and director of its pubrelations and promotion dept. to prexy of Pan- 
American Public Relations Ltd., starting July 6... Bud Collyer will 
be the commentator for 21st annual Mrs. America Pageant hour-long 
spec over CBS-TV from Fort Lauderdale Saturday, June 20... Fred 
Robbins’ guests on his MBS “Assignment Hollywood” program this 
week include Jack Lemmon, Martha Hyer, Jack Kelly, Maria Schell 
and Will Hutchins . . . Sid Desfor, manager of the NBC Photographie 
Dept., NBC Press, lectures on “Shooting Publicity Photos for TV” at 
Kent Siate Univ. course in photo journalism June 16 through 19... 
Stan Freeman and Richard Hayes of WCBS Radio set for series of 
lectures in Gotham high schools . . . Bob Pfeiffer subbing for vaca- 
tioning Bob Hite on WCBS Radio's “World News Roundup.” Hite is 
due back June 8... WCBS Radio sales manager Tom Swafford re- 
turned to his desk after two-week biz-vacation trip to middle west and 
Coast ... Bert Lee Jr., this week started on WCBS-TV's “Late Weath- 
er and Sports” show, replacing Bob Delaney, who resigned. Lee is 
son of Bert Lee ‘Bertram Lebhar Jr.) Both father and son formerly 
did sports on WMGM, NLY. 

Dan Lounsbery, who did the Bell Telephone specials, will produce 


next season's “Pat Boone Chevy Show" on ABC-TV . Gabber Bill 
Shipley, suffering from a slipped disk after being thrown from a 


horse, recuperating at Norwalk, Conn., Hospital for next three weeks 

. Sammy Kaye's tv director Marshall Stone bowing as a stage di- 
rector on Friday (5) at the Horace Mann School Theatre, with the 
Riverdale Little Theatre’s production of “The Time of the Cuckoo” 
.. . Fedora and Pino Bontempi, fronters on WABC-TV's “Continental 
Cookery,” are videotaping their June 6 and 13 shows, so Fedora can 
take off two weeks for removal of a gal! bladder 

Mortimer Becker, national counsel of American Federation of Tele- 
vision & Radio Artists, ill with acute tonsilitis 


IN CHICAGO... 


Mary Frances Veeck, wife of the new White Sox owner, has acquit- 
ted herself so well on “Bill Veeck Reports” on WBKB that she may 
get a daily hausfrau stanza of her own on the station ... John Allen 
mooring here central division manager of UA-TV, with Howard 
Christensen continuing as regional sales manager . . Sports writer 
Jee Diehl the only man in town working in three media, WBBM-TV- 
AM-FM. His show biz dog, Rex the Hex. is recuping from surgery .. . 
Ralph Knowles, vet radio director of 17 years at WMAQ, is quitting 
to move to Arizona... Joseph Luizke and Robert E. McAuliffe joined 
WNBQ sales staff . . . Weatherman Clint Youle elected prez of Chi 
| Executives Club... Peggy Taylor, former Breakfast Clubber current- 
| ly at the Chez Paree, spelled Anita Bryant on Don MeNeill’s ABC show 
| Monday (1). Miss Bryant will guest on “Dick Clark Show” June 13... 
| WGN, for the second year, will broadcast Illinois Opera Guild audi- 
tions . . . Local NBC newsmen, Alex Dreier and Sander Vanocur, will 
do the commentary on an hourlong St. Lawrence Seaway spec slated 
for June 26 on the network. Frank Jordan of the Chi shop is produc- 
ing ... Jeanne O'Meara here this weekend on behalf of NBC's “Tic 
Tac Dough” to find a regional contestant for the quiz show’s national 
championship derby. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Rep. Oren Harris, Capitol Hill big daddy on radio-tv legislation, 
planed to Fayetteville, Ark., over the weekend to watch his beauty 
queen daughter, Carolyn, graduate with scholastic honors from the 
U. of Arkansas .. . George L. Griesbauer is back at WRC radio, this 
time as account executive; he served WEED. Atlanta in interim... 
Robert V. Cahill has been elevated in National Assn. of Broadcasters 
legal staff, replacing the late Walter R. Powell . . . Expanding WTOP 
news operation, Edward F. Ryan, news director, has made Larry Beck- 
erman, Washington area news editor and Steve Cushing his top aide 
.. . News enlargement and reorganization also underway at WWDC, 
| with prez Ben Strouse appointing Robert E. Robinson as director of 
|news and editorial operations; Tom Slinkard, manager, news opera- 
‘tions; Gerald W. Clarke, news production manager; and Edward Paw- 
lick and Ed Taishoff, news editors . . . CBS radio will mike highlights 
of National Spelling Bee here June 11, 9:05-9:30 p.m. . . . Sydna Bro- 
|ner, WMAL continuity writer, moved up to traffic supervisor, says 
| station manager Ken Carter. 


IN LONDON... 


Robert Helpmann to play the key role in the Associated TeleVision 
telecast of Noel Coward’s “Nude With Violin” next month . . . ABC- 
TV play “Wedding Day” aired Sunday (31) was the last live assign- 
ment till the fall for director John Moxey. He’s to direct about 10 epi- 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Winner of five Academy Awards, “It Happened One 
Night” won new laurels on Saturday, May 23, 1959, as 
the first of the “Schaefer Award Theatre” presentations 
(WCBS-TV'sThe Late Show”). It represented the first 
single sponsorship of a feature film on a New York chan- 
nel. This Screen Gems release was viewed in an average 


1,032,260 rey trouncing its nearest competitor by Q C R E E N m (zy E M & : INC. 


otitis SIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 
“It Happened One Night” is just one of the many = 7=4= VISION SUB 


outstanding features from Columbia and Universal, avail- 
able through Screen Gems, Inc. 








24 TELEVISION REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, June 3, 1959 
SUMMER ON ICE / ACROSS THE BOARD FREEDOM i, DAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAA AD 
With Tony Randall, Rosemary With Ted Brown With John Tillman, moderator 

Cleoney, Tab Hunter, cast of Producer: Hal Davis | Writer: Manasseh Moerane 


“lee Capades of 1959” (Ronnie 
Robertson, Cathy Machado, Aja 


Zanova, Freddie Trenkler, oth- 
ers); Alex Stordahl orch | 
Producer-Director: Alan Handley 


Writer: Milt Rosen 

60 Mins., Mon. (1) 10 p.m. 

U.S. BREWERS FOUNDATION 
NBC-TV, from H wood 


J. Walter Thompson) 


Since the perfect complement to 
beer is an ice show, and since June 
1 officially kicks off the suds 
season, the U.S. Brewers Founda- 
tion got together and bankrolled 
“Summer on Ice’ Monday night | 


(1) on NBC-TY, utilizing the entire 


cast of “Ice Capades of 1959" from | 
the Pan Pacific Auditorium in 
Hollywood A marquee __ ture, | 
Tony Randall, Rosemary Clooney | 
and Tab Hunter were added start- 
ers on the full hour: special and | 


it’s safe to conclude that the trio’s 
services could have been dispensed 
with The ice show proper, with} 
its collection of virtuosi on blades, | 
provided the viewer with a succes- | 
sion of skillful and stunning mo- 
ment Sharing honors with them 
were producer-director Alan Han- 
dley and the camera men, who 
pulled off one of the neatest tricks 
of the evening in bringing the vast | 
confines of the Pan Am auditorium 
into startlingly bright 27-inch 
focus 
Randal! 


barker 


s chief asset was as beer 
Miss Clooney, both in} 
solo and trio (with Randall and | 
Hunter) was the vocal attraction 
and Hunter's rock ‘n’ roll coupled 


with a few capers on ice filled out 
the “Ice Capades” stage waits. The 
evening belonged to the skaters 


and they gave 
warding peaks. 

There was the orbiting Ronnie 
Robertson soloing as the operatic | 
clown in “Pagliacci” and teamed 
with Cathy Machado in a graceful | 
adagio turn; there was Bill Henry 
and his son in their tricky balanc- 
ing act; there was Freddie Trenk- 
ler in his surefire comedy bit plus 
the comedics of Paul Castile; there 
was the “Frozen Gun Smoke” frol- | 
icking by the two Johns—La- 
Brecque and Gray; there were the 
Old Smoothies (60-year-old Mrs. 
Irma Thomas and 67-year old Or- 
rin Markhus, both 18-year vets of 
the entourage) and there was Aja 
Zanova, icedom’s counterpart of 
the prima ballerina. Plus, of 
course, the inevitable production 
numbers. All were in peak form 
as masterful performers and 
made “Summer On Ice” a refresh- 
ing prelude to the hot tv months 
ahead Rose. | 


were | 


THE NEW YORK COP 

With Bill Ryan, narrater, others 
Producer: Al Perlmutter 

Writer: Pat Trese . 
30 Mins., Thurs. (28); 7:30 p.m. 
WRCA-TYV, N.Y. (film) 

Profiling the large New York 
Police Force isn’t an easy assign- 
ment. It's personnel and functions 
are complex and less than dramatic 
~—if the cop in action isn’t part of 
the essay. 

Producer Al Perlmutter and 
WRCA-TV’s public affairs depart- 
ment tried to do the job, but it 
didn’t come off too well.. First, the 
quality of the film wasn't up to 
top grade standards; second, the 
pictorial essay didn’t move suffi- 
ciently to envelop the viewer over 
the course of the half-hour. 

The seript by Pat Tyrese was 
much better than the pictorial por- 
tion, As narrated by Bill Ryan, 
the script had pertinence, liveliness 


the hour some re- | 





and color. Meeting some of the 
individual. patrolmen and _ their 
wives also was interesting. The 


program was sympathetic tec the 
plight of the underpaid patrolman 
and the individual cops on screen 
(forgetting my last parking ticket) 
were winning. 

Perhaps the pitfall of the show’s 
concept was its intent to take the 
day-by-day activities of the patrol- 
man, to focus on the average cop, 
as an antidote to the few criminal 
cops who grab the headlines and 
give the body politic a shudder. 
To take the “average” or focus on 
“day-to-day” activities and yet to 
create a superior documentary 
needs more talent than displayed | 
on N.Y.’s Finest. | 

Station preempted parent web’s | 
Texas Rodeo” for the public affairs | 
show, Horo. 








Campus Kudos Time 


This being kudos season at col- 
leges, the following video perform- 
ers are getting in flowing robes 
and mortar boards for honorary 
degrees: 

Pauline 
Laws from 
lege 

Lawrence 
Laws from 


Frederick: Doctor of 
Mount Holyoke Col- 





Spivak: Doctor of 


Wilberforce Univ. 


| adequate, 


+ 


| front. 


|of the web's chieftains as well 
| sponsors, 


Director: Hal Tulchin 

30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., noon 
PARTICIPATING 

ABC-TV, from New York 

“Across the Board” is a primi 
tive version of the daily crossword 
puzzle. ABC-TV only plans to use 
it as a summertime filler for the 
noon-to-12:30 slot It was just 
plain dull in its initial outing, 
Monday (1), and the flat format 
didn't suggest that anything much 
could be done to make the show 
more appetizing. 

Emceed by Ted Brown, who was 
the program had two 
contestants from the audience 
pitted against each other in a 
game of crosswords. They got 
cartoon clues to elemental English 
words and as insufficient as they 
were, the cartoon clues constituted 
the only genuine visual aspect of 
this tv blotto. By the 10-minute 
mark, the first day's program was 
dragging badly. Afterwards, noth- 
ing happened to change the pace. 

Art. 


OUT OF THIS WORLD 
With Dr. Daniel Q. Posin 
Producer: Harriet Atlass 
Director: Phil Ruskin 
Writer: Dr. Posin 

30 Mins.; Sat., 3 p.m. 
WCBS-TV, N.Y. 

Dr. Daniel Q. Pesin, a physics 
professor, is a delightful tv leec- 
turer. He’s a popularizer of the 
sciences of the first order. His gift 
doesn't rest solely in simplification 
but more in his personality which 
bubbles, laughs, and lights up his 
subject. 

The initialed taped episode (30 
dealt with such heady stuff as sun 
spots, the possibility of the sun 
disintegrating, how can a rocket 
move in a vacuum, etc. Dr. Posin 
aided by props and an on-stage cat 
moved from one subject to another 
with wit and dexterity, using in 
most cases everyday language, to 
explain ali the points. The Chicago 
physics professor is freer in his 
movements and voice than a good 
many pro entertainers. To illustrate 
the lack of gravity on the moon, 
he ambled in a shoe gait. His sound 
effects for rockets was, to borrow 
a phrase. ‘out of this world.” 

In short, he’s a reai personality 

(Continued on page 30) 


ed 


| Producer: Bremer Hofmeyr 





Director: Ricard Tegstrom 
120 Mins., Fri.; 8 p.m, 
WPIX. N. Y. 

Aims and purposes of the Moral 
Re-Armament movement were pre- 
sented “as a public service” Friday 
29) by WPIX. N. Y.. in a two-hour 
spectaculal Bulk of the presen- 
tation was a lengthy film outlining 
how MRA had solved native unrest 
in an imaginary African land. At 
the film’s conclusion WPIX news 
commentator John Tillman 
duced a number of individuals who 
told why they had become follow- 
ers of the movement 

Produced by Moral 
ment. the filmed “F 
said to be making its world tv 
preen?. Previously. an announcer 
asserted, the picture had _ been 
shown in 15 languages in some 46 
countries. Its message is that the 
basis of any national policy must 
be adherence to absolute moral 
standards. These embrace honesty, 
unselfishness and purity, among 
other virtues 

Had the film been preceded by 
the panelists’ discussion what 
MRA is all about might have been 
somewhat clearer. For the picture 
was an overlong recitation of po- 
litical strife in a make-believe 
country where the various parties, 
king 


Re-Arma- 
reedom” was 


the native and foreign gov- 
ernor were all at odds with one 
another until they decided to be 


ruled by “what is right and not by 
self interest.” , ; 
Picture was lensed in Nigeria by 


a Swedish cameraman. Cast, as 
well as writer, director and pro- 
ducer. were all Africans. Prints are 


in both color and black-and-white 
Particularly faulty was the appar- 
ent decision to have the dialog of 
the plavers serve as an explanation 
of the MRA movement. As a result 


there was an excess of talk and 
little action. Much of this wordy 
renetitiousness could have been 
eliminated through occasional use 
of a concise. hard-hitting narration 


“Spectacular” tied in with the 
World Conference for Moral Re- 
Armament which is being held this 
summer at Mackinac Island. Mich. 
Among the panel 
American scientist who 
returned from an MRA conclave 
in Kvoto, Japan: a native African 


leader and a onetime Italian Com-! 


munist. Thev emphasized that ‘“‘vou 


can't ioin MRA—vou can only live! 


it. it is our only hope... 
Gilb. 
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Playhouse 90 

Rod Serling’s busting 90-minute 
portrayal of a tough and ambiticus 
labor leader in “The Rank and 
File” is bound to draw cries of 
both pain and pleasure, depending 
on whose weekly pay envelope or 
bonus incentive it touches 

The Serling drama on CBS-TV's 
“Playhouse 90” Thursday ‘28) was 
in the nature of “equal time” to his 
1955 “Playhouse 90" presentation 
of “Patterns” which probed the 
rancid cross currents of executives 
on management's’ skullduggerish 
“Patterns” proved a better 
play but this is not to demean the 
value of the playwright’s pulsating 
looksee into the unquenchable lust 
for power as depicted by Van 
Heflin in the role of Kilcoyne in 
“The Rank and File.” 

The more legit trade unionists 
will undoubtedly single out the 
program for commendation; on the 
other hand, there will be squawks 
from fringe and dubious union 
functionaries charging CBS with 
union busting halitosis. It is con- 
ceivable too that those who wear 
the badge of NAM may grouse 
about the manner in which scrip- 
ter Serling and his band of fine 
actors depicted management's im- 
perious behaviour ia attempting to 
settle what appeared to be a justi- 
fied strike on the part of its em- 
ployees. 

Despite the fact 
reportedly had to 


that 
do 


Serling 
several re- 


| writes before “The Rank and File’ 
} met 


with the apostolic blessings 
as 
the script managed to 
retain a truckload of verbal dyna- 
mite. It was a scrupulously pro- 
duced 90 minutes with enormous 
attention paid to settings, acting 
directing. 

The credo of the decent labor 
man, as flashed in this script, came 
through with considerable impact 
Whatever injunctions were handed 
down to Serling, he nevertheless 


‘managed to get across the idea 


that all labor was not corrupt and 
that ultimately the hoods would 
get their comeuppance. 

Heflin was surrounded by a 
splendid cast, notably Luther Adler 
as the decent union leader who 


had, unfortunately, played footsies 





Sin ei ee i i i 3 


| for a brief period in his youth with 


the Commies; Char'tes Bronson, the 
corrupt Kilcoyne’s aide who saw 
the rottenness behind his leader's 
drive for power; Cameron Prud’ 
Homme, Harry Townes, Bruce 
Gordon and Addison Richards in 
other outstanding secondary roles. 


intro- | 


guests were an| 
recently | 


| With Wolfgang 


Franklin Schaffner directed with | 


quicksilver pace. “The Rank and 
File’ was notable video fare about 
a highiv carbolic situation on the 
labor front. It called for dramatic 
handling and Serling punched the 
time clock on this occasion with 

a writer's proper indignation. 

Rans. 

Lux Playhouse 

As aimed at women as the Lux 
soap that sponsored it, “Mirror, 
Mirror,” last week’s CBS-TV offer- 
ing, presents the charms of Anne 
Jeffreys and Diane Jergens in a 
wholly digestible package. Basic- 
ally, it’s the familiar story of a 
woman and a young girl vying for 


romance and beauty, but just as | 
basic is the light, exact touches of | 


scripter Hagar Wilde and director 
Robert B. Sinclair, making this 
“Lux Playhouse” segment a highly 
pleasant one 

The turn-of-the-century story, by 
Edita Morris, has Miss Jergens 
visiting her beautiful aunt, Miss 
Jeffreys, who has a secret lover, 
Liam Sullivan, and an attentive 
husband, David Lewis. Sullivan 
turns his attentions to Miss Jer- 
gens who has tried to mirror her 
aunt’s personality, and Miss Jeff- 
rey’s jealousy turns her to her 
husband. Sullivan’s a fickle cad, it 
seems, and he’s found out in time 
for both ladies to be happy. 

Misses Jeffreys and Jergens are 
excellent, the former playing a 
mature, luscious quality against 
the latter’s youthful zest. Sullivan, 
Lewis and Henry Daniell, as a 
town leader. also are very good. 

The S. Mark Smith production 


is technically fine, with especially | 


good work from art director 


George Patrick, set decorator John | 
costumer Vincent 
Dee, along with cameraman Ray | 


McCarthy and 


| Cory and editor Victor C. Lewis. 


| 


A special nod should go to hair 
stylist Florence Bush whose crea- 
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FEAR BBGINS AT FORTY 

With John Paul, Ann Castle, 
Beckett Bould, Noel Howelett, 
Patricia Mort, John Baskomb, 
Paul Eddington, Michael Dut- 
field, Hugh Manners, Jean 
Cadell, Dandy Nichols 

Producer: Antony Kearey 

Writer: Julian Bond 

60 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 

Associated Tele Vision, from London 
Though suffering from over-con- 

densation and a strong dose of 

over-bleaching in characterization 

this documentary-style play never- 

theless succeeded excellently in 


conveying the feelings of a man 
entering middle age and taking 
stock of his life and prospects 
Overcondensation comes into it 
because everything happened to 
the central character on the one 
day—his 40th birthday—to bring 


home his inadequacies and minor 
achievements, while the  over- 
whitening was apparent in that 
everyone involved was pretty good 
underneath, after all, 

With humor 
erable dialog, 
covered Jerry’s (John Paul) 40th 
birthday decision that his wife's 
aged father is too much of a 
‘burden to live with the family, his 
reluctant acceptance of a minor 
promotion in the ad agency where 
he works because—at 40—he’s un- 
likely to get a job elsewhere, and 
his decision to let the old man live 
with his menage after all. The 
framework was adequate, but the 
writing didn’t stay within it: at 
one time it seemed to be sliding 
away into a study of old age, via 
the central character's father-in- 
law. Latter, however, was. still 
treated with mature understanding 
and compassion, so a great deal 
was forgivable. Indeed, it’s maybe 
the best tribute one can pay to 
the whole effort to say that al- 
though it went astray it pricked 
|} conscience and aroused thought 


and consid- 
the “plot” 


some 


realistic 


taining fashion 

John Paul came across with an 
attractive portrayal of Jerry and 
was backed by admirable general 
cast work. In particular Beckett 
Bould scored as the old, unwanted 
'man, while Paul Eddington had 
some effective moments as Jerry's 
pal and boss. Production through- 
out was tops. Erni. 


VOM ALEX ZUR GEDAECHTNIS- 
KIRCHE 

(From Alex to Memorial Church) 

Mueller, Werner 
Finck, Willy Schaeffers, Rudolf 
Nelson, Trude Hesterberg, Stach- 
elschweine, others 

Producer: SFB, Berlin 

Director: Curth Flatow 

Writer: Curth Flatow 

Music: Olaf Bienert 

120 Mins.; Fri., 8:20 p.m. 


processes in appealing and enter- | 


; Werner Finck, Rudolf Nelson (still 


on the piano), Trude Hesterberg 
(who still knows how to sell a 
song), to name a few. Hans. 


A TOUCH OF THE SUN 
| With Michael Redgrave, Rachel 
Kempsor, Constance Cummings, 
Roger Livesey, Basil Henson, 
John Salew, Charles Stapley, 
Jayne Muir, John Stride, John 
Tayier, David Tems, Alan Car- 
mel, Raymond Piatt, others 
Writer: N. C. Hunier 
Adaptation: Lionel Harris 
89 Mins., Tues., 8:30 p.m, 
Associated Tele Vision, from London 
Continuing its kick of bringing 
theatreland’s greats to the small 
screen, Associated TeleVision in- 
troduced Michael Redgrave in a 
play that had already earned him 
much kudos on stage—same like 
John Gielgud a short while back. 
The result w nearly a case of 
history repeating itself: the actor 
scored indisputably, but there was 
an edge of disappointment to the 
whole venture in the very fact that 
he'd played so safe and in that the 
vehicle didn’t adapt to tv so very 
triumphantly 
For though N. C 
may be hailed masterly when 
seen in its footlights setting, the 
electronic eye shows it clearly to 
be slick rather than searching, 
professional instead of profound, 
And here the story of a dedicated, 
hard-up schoolmaster (Redgrave) 
whose sense of values has to with- 
Stand all kinds of pressures when 
he takes his family to stay with 
rich relations in Cannes scarcely 


as 


Hunter's work 


as 


rang true. All the same, it offered 
some shrewdly maneuvred situa- 
tions that played on emotional 


strings efiectively. And it certainly 
gave Redgrave, in distinction to 
Gielgud who debbed in another 
N. C. Hunter play, “A Day By The 
Sea,” ample opportunity to domi- 
nate the action. 

Redgrave supplied much, and 
|notably a quality of sympathy to 
the essentially priggish, immature 


and selfish schoolmaster. He was 
competently complemented by 
Rachel Kempson as his wife, 


though she didn't have the same 
resources to suggest depth of 
character; and right down the line 
the supporting contridutions were 
; excellent. Direction was expert, 
even when a certain amount of 
lingering stagey manipulatiot was 
unavoidable, while the ungs — 
granting that impecuniousw#ess is a 
comparative thing, for the school- 


master’s home didn’t exactly re- 
semble an unfurnished rabbit 
hutch—were tops. Erni. 
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This two-hour program is a dedi- | 


cation to the history of the Berlin 


| cabaret. Latter is a rewarding sub- 


ject. After all, Berlin used to have 
a world-wide reputation of first- 
class cabaret and, fortunately 
| enough, could regain some of its 
|former (pre-1933) reputation via 
some outstanding ensembles such 
as the local “Insulaner” (Islanders, 
|a satirical group of the U.S.-spon- 
sored RIAS radio station) or the 
| “Stachelschweine” (Porcupines). 
Latter, an institution in town, are 
featured in this program which 
may easily be acclaimed as one of 
the most successful offerings 
turned out by SFB-Berlin this sea- 
son. 


age audiences and has enough wit 
and esprit to take care of fastidi- 
ous tastes as well. Written and di- 
rected by Curth Flatow, a cabaret- 


emire span of city’s cabaret his- 
tory. Photographs and old celluloid 
footage are neatly woven in. It 
starts out with the turn of the 
century when Ernst von Wollzo- 
gen’s ‘“Ueberbreti!,’ the first lit- 
erary cabaret here, created much 
word-of-mouth via its sharp satiri- 
cal numbers. Mention finds “Schall 
}und Rauch” (Sound and Smoke), 
| another famed cabaret of the pre- 

WW I era. “Roland von Berlin 
' came up next. The twentiés brought 
the aggressive type of cabaret. 
| Names like Willy Schaeffers, Kurt 
Tucholsky, Rudolf Nelson, Fried- 
| rich Hollaender, Trude Hesterberg. 
Rosa Valetti made headlines here. 
| The year 1933, the beginning of the 
Hitler era, meant the end of Ber- 
lin's glorious political cabaret 
epoch. 

Wolfgang Mueller, top cabaretist 
in town, walking through all the 
| scenes, gave the whole thing a 
| story line. A special treat for the 
| nostalgia - conscious, The appear- 


tions are an asset to this woman’s | ance of old still living local cabaret 


show. Ron. 


| greats such as Willy Schaeffers, 


Show is a surefire item for aver- | 


ist himself, program concerns the | 


Hippodrome 
Final program in Associated- 
Rediffus cn’s amalgam of vaude 
and circus acts before its summer 


| layoff was aired Wednesday (27). 


It proved to be a topnotch example 
of the species, offering a well- 
balanced bill that progressed with 
pace and sparkle. 

Top-of-bill item was a minor 
triumph of production teamwork: 
instead of relyiry on a big name 
or a sensational) «ct, the show came 
up with a para by the Band of 
the Coldstream Guards preluding 
an excellently-c horeegrashed scene 
presenting The Hippodrome Danc- 
ers as Olympic Games entrants. 
| Rest of the lineup drew on talent 
from all over. Rudi Althoff, from 
Austria, showed that bears can be 
}as disciplined and ridiculous as 
|human beings; the Walton Pazot 
| puppets, from France, were start- 
jlingly realistic; Ingvar Anderson, 
from Sweden, stripped while on 
the slack wire; the Cottas Trio had 
a couple of Great Danes from 
| Vienna, if that ain’t confusing, to 
jadd to their slick acrobatic act; 
| Lester Ferguson put across the 
theme tune from “Summer Mad- 
ness’ with appropriate romantic 
fervor; The D’Angolys Junior 
| juggled expertly to the rhythms of 
their native Brazil; America’s The 
| Grimaldis clowned amusingly; The 
Antalias, from Sweden, had a 
couple of startling aerial trapeze 
stunts; and the Orlandos, from 
Germany, roller-skated with style. 
| From which catalog it can be 
seen that the program packed ‘em 
in, meaning the performers. The 
|Michael Sammes Singers and 
| Norrie Paramor and his Orchestra 
| aided efficiently, though the musi- 
cal backing was too pronounced 
jand the repertoire was a shade 
worn, while Derek Waring com- 
pered adequately. Whole show was 
an excellent climax to a series that 
| has figured more than once in the 
| top ratings. Erni. 
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This outstanding feature film...already bought by 
KOMO0-TV Seattle ! 
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TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP.. 





























26 TV-FILMS “ARIETY Wednesday, June 3, 1959 
\ I t ree} ly feature chart, based on ratings furnished b ure period and share of audience, sir these factors reflect the effectiveness 
B ers two markets, Each week the | ieee faned fants res f os ap dsians anil oe dience ct oe ea a kee dees oe ME would hardly 
l have any children viewers, but its share of audience ay reflect d inance in that 
hicl would assist distributors, agencies, statte 1 pe riod In the cities where tations sell their feature progra on a multi 
the effectiveness of a feature show in ‘a specific been stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical thr t the week a total rating for the 
is VarieTY chart, Listed below is such pertiner arding total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
ir stars, release year, original production com esent the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
led wherever possible along with the ‘title. Att paid for the particularly rated theatrical f 1 si are Gs ace te as could be 
s as the time and day, the high and low ratin é ascertained. 
s 
PI | ' | ADELPHIA STATIONS: WRCV, WFIL, WCAU. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959 
AVERAGE AVERAGE AV. 
TOP TEN FEATURE FILMS RUN TIME SLOT RATING HIGH LOW SHARE TOP COMPETITION STATION RTG, 
1. “SPELLBOUND"— Repeat Pic for Sunday 7 18.9 12.3 46.1 Major League Baseball WFIL 20.5 
Gregory Peck, Afternoon Hollywood Playhouse WRC\V 10.4 
Ingrid Bergman; Sun, April 12 
1945; NTA 1:00-4:00 p. 
WCAU-TV 
2. “SHE WORE A YELLOW RIBBON"”-— Repeat Early Show 14.6 14.9 14.1 34.8 Mickey Mouse........sceces: WFII 14.7 
John Wayne, Joanne Mon. April 6 POMIIE 5 osc cvevenswevecenes WFIL 26.3 
Dru, John Agar; 5:30-7:00 p.m 
1949; RKO; C&C WCAU-TV 
3. “HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME”— Ist Run Late Show 11.9 12.8 11.2 37.8 World's Best Movies— 
Charles Laughton, Fri. April 10 “Never Say Good-bye” WFIL . 11.7 
Maureen O'Hara; 11:15-12:45 p.m 
1939; RKO; C&C WCAU-TV 
4. “CLASH BY NIGHT’— Repeat Early Show 11.6 12.5 10.7 35.3 Mickey Mouse........++¢: Lg CET 10.4 
Ba fara Stanwyck, Wed. April 8 I Fe aa wp elammeaadis WFII 22.4 
Paul Douglas; 5:30-7:00 p.m 
1952; RKO; Show Corp. of America WCAU-TV 
5. “ARMORED ATTACK"— Repeat Early Show 1.5 11.7 11.2 30.8 Mickey Mouse jo Serer 13.8 : 
Dana Andrews, Fri. April 10 PUNE Kk G vincumceeemerwes i Sere 25.4 
Anne Baxter; 5:30-7:00 p. 
1943; NTA WCAU-TV 
5. “TOP HAT"— Repeat Early Show 1.5 12.3 10.7 30.4 Adventure Time....cccccsess i Se 11.9 
Ginger Rogers, Tues. April 7 PN acento sr etkousaceeas i) err 25.6 
Fred Astaire; 5:30-7:00 p.m 
1935; RKO; C&C WCAU-TV 
7. “THE KILLERS”— Ist Run Movie 3 1.1 13.9 9.1 32.1 World's Best Movies—“All 
Burt Lancaster, Ava Gardner Sat. April 11 This and Heaven Too WFIL ... 12.3 
Edmond O’Brien, Albert Dekker; 11:00-1:00 p.m : 
1946; UI WRCV-TV t 
Hy 
&. “SO PROUDLY WE HAIL”"— Ist Run Late Show 9 115 10.4 31.7 Movie 3— ; 
Claudette Colbert, Paulette Sat. April 11 ME. Deere acca veveveee WRCV 11.0 
Goddard, Veronica Lake; 11:15-12:45 f 
1943; MCA WCAU-TV 
9. a OAD TO DENVER"’— lst Run Hollywood Playhouse 10.5 10.7 10.1 31.9 Pix for Sunday Afternoon— 
John Payne, Lee J. Sun. April 12 “Spellbound WCAU 13.5 
Cobb, Mena Freeman; 3:00-4:30 f 
Republic WRCV-TYV 
e 
10. “THE ARNELO AFFAIR”"— Repeat Favorite i 8.6 93 a7 46.2 Pe OU. . » s'+.00ns ele edie au oo! aaa 9.0 
hn Hodiack Playhouse Detectives Diary......ccceces i o>} ee 50 
Frances Gifford; Sat. April 11 Grady & Hurst......... WET .cseccuds 4.1 
1947; MGM 12:00-1:45 f 
WFIL-TV 
, ~ = 
MADISON STATIONS: WISC, WKOW, WMTV. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 5-11, 1959. 
1. “CLASH BY NIGHT’— 1st Run Fanfare 18.7 19.2 17.6 46.6 oy lt > eee WEES kgs0050%s 10.6 
Robert Ryan, Sat. April 11 SIE hii osu ceccimere ME? 046600 --11.0 
Barbara Stanwyck; 9:30-11:30 p News; Weather; Sports....... Wa: wiesesas 6.6 
1952; RKO WKOW-TY\ "hr ene ae ees weucsed 20.0 
2. “TREASURE ISLAND’— Ist Run Fanfare 0.9 11.4 10.2 45.8 NBA Basketball... .....<cs00- WET scceves 12.3 
Wallace Beery, Sun. April 5 Masters Golf Tournament WISC .ccccees 10.6 
Jackie ( ooper; 2:00-4:60 . 
1934: MGM WKOW-TY 
3. “RED RIVER’— Repeat Theatre * 8.3 11.0 41 52.2 Fanfare—‘Clash By Night” WROD cccuuccdtB 
Joun Wayne, Sat. April 11 News; Sport Final; Weather WE seccses BS 
Montgomery Clift; 11:00-1:15 p.m Shock Tkeatre— 
1952: UAA WISC-TV “Reported Missing”......... WKOW caseees 40 
3. “YELLOW TOMAHAWK”— Repeat Theatre 3 8.3 10.2 1.6 38.8 gees Paar GROW. .. .<éccescscs WY séaence 11.4 
Rory Calhoun, Fri. April 10 
Pe vy Castle; 10:30-12:30 
l UAA WISC-TV 
5. “RANCHO NOTORIOUS”— Ist Run Showboat 6.0 6.5 49 22.0 Jack Paar Show WEE avreisse 114 
Marlene Dietrich, Fri. April 10 
Arthur Kennedy; 10:30-12:00 p.m 
952 WKOW-TY 
6. “STEAMBOAT AROUND THE Ist Run Theatre 3 5.3 6.5 3.3 68.8 Outdoors Calling WEED osdaenee 4 
BEND’— Sun. April 5 
Will Rogers; 10:30-12:00 pu. 
1935: NTA WISC-TV 
3. — ELLBOUND”’— Repeat 10:30 Theatre 46 5.3 3.7 22.9 Jack Paar Show...... WILY cssu 11.3 
rid Bergman, Wed. April 8 
a -egory Peck; 10:30-11:45 a. 
1945; NTA WKOW-TV 
8. “IRON CURTAIN’— Ist Run Theatre 3 4.5 6.1 3.3 25.9 Jack Paar Show......... WED vss cowns 10.7 
Dana Andrews, Thurs. April 9 
Gene Tierney; ‘10:30-12:00 p.n 
1948; NTA WISC-TV 
$. “KEPORTED MISSING”’— Ist Run Shock Theatre 4.0 45 3.3 35.4 Theatre 3— 
William Gargan, Sat. April 11 “Red River”..... cece Lo 69 
Jean Rogers; 12:00-1:00 p.m 
1937; Screen Gems WKOW-TV 
10. “INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT”— ist Run Theatre 3 3.8 4.1 2.4 20.5 ee NE Me = ho a 0s 8 6a: nor WEES eessuar 113 
Delores Del Rio, Wed. April 8 
Geo: ge Sanders; 10:30-12:00 p.m 
1933; NTA WISC-TV 
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Variety's weekly tabulation, based on ratings furnished by American Research exact picture of the rating performance e of syndicated shows is to reflect the true rating 
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PHI ADELPHIA STATIONS: WRCV, WFIL, WCAU. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
Ad 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 7. TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RE. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. _RTG RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA DISTRIB. RTG. SH. PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
/£ Acade my Awards ‘Mon. 10 30-12:15) ow RC vo 61 9 r ‘Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 6:06 MW FI UL. U A, A 24.1 61.0 Ear! BO ives WCAU 11.7 
2. The Rifleman ‘Tues. 9:00-9:30) ..... VFIL 50.4 2. San Francisce ®3% ‘Sat. 10:30 WC: : CBS 23.4 44.7| D.A.’s Man WRCYV 23.5 
3. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30)...... wri 47.1 3. Sea Hunt ‘Ss on WwC i : Ziv 20.3 41.8!) Sky King WFIL 15.9 
4. Wagon Train ‘Wed. 7:30-8:30)........ WRCV 45.0 4. Death Valley Zavs ‘Mon. 7 WRCV U.S. Borax 19.4 46.1) Newsreel; Wea.; News WFIL 13.0 
5. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)......... WCAU 42.9 5. Rescue 8 (Wed. 7:(# WRCV Screen Gems 19.2 51.8} | 7 O'Clock Report 
6. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) ..... WFIL 41.3 1} CBS News .. WCAU 10.8 
7. Perry Como (Sat 8 00- 9 00) WRCV 49.6 6. U.S. Marshal ion. 9:3 WFII . NTA 17.9 28.2 | Ann Southern .WCAU 25.8 
8. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) WFIL 39.7 7. Jeff's Collie ‘Sat. 6:06 WFII ITC 17.6 50.6 | Frontier Doctor WCAU 9.3 
9. Arthur Murray Party | Mon 10-10:30). WRCV 35.9 8. MacKenzie’s Raiders ‘Wed WRCV Ziv 17.3 35.7 | U.S. Steel Hour WCAU 20.8 
9. Chevy Show ‘Sun. 9:00-10:00) WRCV 35.9 9. State Trooper (1 s. 7:0 WRCV MCA 17.1 45.7 | Newsreel: Wea.; News WFIL 13.1 
9. Loretta Young ‘Sun. 10:00-10:30) WRCV 35.910. Sgt. Preston of the Yukon ‘Sun. ¢ WFIL ITC 6.5 37.5 | Twentieth Century WCAU 19.8 

10. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00) WFIL 35.8 
P ry ' ry ; 

DETROTII STATIONS: WJBK, WWJ, WXYZ, CKLW. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
1. Academy Awards ‘Mon. 10:30-12:15)..WWJ 54.0'| 1. Sea Hunt at. 10:3 JBK Ziv 23.2 44.3| D.A.'s = in wwJ 13.8 
2. 77 Sunset Strip ‘Fri. 9:30-10:39) WXYZ 43.2 || 2. N.Y. Confidential (Fri. 10:3¢ rr. JBK ITC 18.8 40.2; Person To Person CKLW 13.9 
3. Wagon Train ‘Wed. 7:30-8:30 WWJ 37.4|| 3. The Honeymooners ‘ \ion 0 Www CBS 17.3 37.1} Desilu Playhouse WJBK 14.2 
4. The Rifleman ‘Tues. 9:00-9:39) WXYZ 33.9 4. Highway Patrol Sat. 7:0 WJBK Ziv 16.9 44.1 | Policewoman wwd 12.8 
5. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 10:00-10:30) WJBK 32.4|| 5. Huckleberry Hound ‘1 7:0 CKLW Screen Gems 15.0 30.5 | _ higan Outdoors wwJ 16.6 
6. Maverick ‘Sun. 7:30-8:30 oa & oe A ee 32.0 || 6. Secret Journal ‘Tues. 10:30 Www MCA 14.8 30.1 | Garry Moore WJBK 18.2 
7. Perry Como ‘Sat. 8:00-9:00 coves WWI 31.5|| 7. Divorce Court ‘Wed. 7:0 WJBK Guild 14.7 28.9 Ww agon Train eer 26.1 
8. Ann Seuthern ‘Mon. 9:30-10:00) WJBK 29.2 || 8. Policewoman ‘Sat. 7:00 Wwwd Official 13.8 36.0 | Highway Patrol .. WJBK 16.9 
9. Wyatt Earp ‘Tues. 8:30-9:00) WXYZ 286 | 9. Death Valley Days ‘Mon. 7 Ww U.S. Borax 13.4 37.9| Union Pacific WJBK 10.2 

10. Real McCoys (Thurs. 8:39-9:00) WXYZ 28.0 ||10. Popeye (‘Mon.-} 6:06 CKLW UAA 12.7 34.9 | 6 O'Clock News 

| Wea.; Box 4 WwwJ 9.6 

B. AL 4 i IMORE STATIONS: WMAR, WBAL, WJZ. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
1. Academy anata qa Jon 10:30-12:15). . WBAL 47.6 |! 1. Highway Patrol ‘Sat, 7 WMAR Ziv 21.7 49.8! Jeff's Collie WBAL 14.2 
2. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30 WJZ 45.2 || 2- a Sun 4:3 WJZ UAA 17.8 60.1| All Star Golf WBAL 5.7 
enw pie! : an) 3. Sea Hunt ‘Wed. 10:3 WBAL Ziv 16.8 35.4; U.S. Steel Hour WMAR 24.4 
* Gummmene. (Sat. 10:00-1a8 WMAR 44.4! 3° Special Agent 7 (Mon. 9 WIZ MCA 168  295|Ann Southern ......... WMAR 253 
4. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) WBAL 43.3.) 4, Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:3 WJZ U.S. Borax 16.2 28.2| Strikes ‘n’ Spares WBAL 24.0 
5. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:39) WJZ 42.0 | 5. Popeye ‘Sat. 5:3 WJZ ; UAA 16.0 59.5 | Today’s Best Movie WBAL 75 
6. Maverick ‘Sun. 7:30-8:30) WJZ 39.7 6. Huckleberry Hound Thurs. 5 WJZ Screen Gems 15.3 65.9 | Today's Best Movie WBAL 5.4 
7. Perry Masen ‘Sat. 7:30-8:30) WMAR 37 7. Superman ‘Mon. 5:0 WJZ Flamingo 14.5 55.3 | Today's Best Movie WBAL 6.7 
8. Real McCoys ‘Thurs. 8:30-9:30) WJZ 36.9 8 Farmer Alfalfa ‘Sat. 5:0 WJZ CBS 14.3 57.9 | Today’s Best Movie WBAL 7.2 
9. Lawman (Sun. 8:30-9:00) .. WIZ 35.1 | 9. Jeff's Collie 7: WBAL ITC 14.2 32.6| Highway Patrol WMAR 21.7 

10. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 9:30-10).. WMAR 4.8110. U.S. Marshal WBAL NTA 12.4 26.9, Rin Tin Tin WJZ i9.4 

POR’ I L AND STATIONS: WCSH, WGAN, WMTW. SURVEY DATES: APRIL I 1-17, 1959. 
1. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) WCSH 52.9]] 1. Whirlybirds ‘Sun. 6:3( WCSH CBS 37.3 67.8! Twentieth Century WGAN 15.7 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) WGAN 44.8 | 2. gg et Fri. 7 a —- a : La an on ee WGAN a3 

ees ok .e ‘ Pare ‘ 3. Sea Hun I VG Liv Lé 52 eae ree ‘CS 

3. Perry Mason (Sat. 7:30-8:30 so-»:WGAN = 44.311 @ State Trooper 7:0 WCSH MCA 1.1 66.0/|Boots & Saddles....... WGAN 84 
4. Price Is Right (Wed. 8:30-9:00) WCSH 43.2 || 5. MaecKenzie’s R aiders Sun. ¢ WCSH Ziv 29.3 66.9 Behind The News....... WGAN 12.9 
5. Ed Sullivan ‘Sun. 8:00-9:00) WGAN 42.8 || 6. Silent Service ‘\l 7 WGAN CNP 28.9 52.0 | Youth Cavalcade WCSH 21.1 
6. Name That Tune (Mon. 7:30-8:09) WGAN 39.8 || 7. “26” Men (Sun. 7:0 WCSH ABC 23.9 38.1 | Lassie WGAN 26.9 
7. “M” Squad ‘Fri, 9:00-9:30) WCSH 37.8 || 8. Special Agent 7 ‘T rs. 7 WGAN MCA 20.5 45.6 Rescue 8 WCSH 19.7 
#. Yancy Derringer (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) WGAN 36.3 || 9. Citizen Soldier Tues WCSH Flamingo 19.7 44.2 Tales of Texas Rangers..WGAN 17.3 
9. Chevy Show ‘Sun. 9:00-9:30) WCSH 35.3 || 9. Rescue 8 7:3 WCSH Screen Gems 19.7 43.8 Special Agent 7 WGAN 20.5 
9. Zane Grey Theatre ‘Thurs. 9:00-9 30) WGAN 35.3 ||10. Roy Rogers ‘Sun. 5 WCSH Roy Rogers 15.9 495. G.E. College Bowl WGAN 11.6 

10. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 9-30-10) WGAN 33.5 ''10. U.S. Marshal ‘Sat WGAN NTA 15.9 39.8 D.A.’s Man WCSH 15.9 

TT rygy Y 

WICHITA STATIONS: KARD, KAKE, KTVH. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
. Academy Awards (Mon. 9:30-11:15) KARD 55.3 || 1. Sea Hunt ‘Thurs. 9:0 KAKE Ziv 29.6 44.0| You Bet Your Life KARD 22.8 
2. The Rifleman (Tues. 8:00-3:30) KAKE 49.8 | 2. Weody Woodpecker ‘Tues. 6:0( KAKE Kellogg 28.4 57.0' Wea.; News: CBS News.. KTVH 13.7 
3. Maverick ‘Sun. 6:30-7:30) KAKE 47.6 || 3. Mike Hammer ‘Thurs. 9:30 KAKE MCA 27.4 45.4; Masquerade Party KARD 19.0 
4. Real McCoys ‘Thurs. 7:30-8:00) KAKE 47.4|| 4. Death Valley Days ‘Fri. 9:3¢ KAKI U.S. Borax 27.2 444) Person To Person KTVH 21.4 
5. 77 Sunset Strip ‘Sun. 8:00-9:00) KAKE 47.0 | 5. Highway Patrol ‘Tues. 9:3( KARD Ziv 25.2 45.4| Garry Moore KTVH 23.0 
6. Lawman (Sun. 7:30-8:00) ......... KAKE 41.7 || 6. Huckleberry Hound ‘Thurs. 6:00 KAKE Screen Gems 24.4 54.5| Wea.; News: CBS News. .KTVH 13.1 
7 Wagon Train (Wed. 6:39-7:30)....... KARD 40.2 || 7. Casey Jones ‘Sat. 6:00 KARD Screen Gems 23.2 60.4; | Weather: News 

| Why The Weather KTVH 75 

8. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 7:30-8:00) KAKE 49.1 || 8. N.Y. Confidential (Fri. 9:00 KAKE rec 22.0 —- 5 | Lineup KTVH 2u.0 
9. Cheyenne (Tues. 6:30-7:30) KAKE 39 9. Sky King ‘Fri. 6:0 KAKI Nabisco 21.6 6.3| Wea.; News: CBS News..KTVH 9.5 

10. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00). KTVH 38.1 ||10. Annie Oakley ‘Wed. 6:( KAKE CBS 22:5 53 { 0, Wea.; News; CBS News..KTVH 10.1 

r 
r U G SON STATIONS: KVOA, KGUN, KOLD. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 13-19, 1959. 
3. M averick (Sun. 8:30-9:30) KGUN 49.4); 1. Whirlybirds ‘Sat. 9:00 KVOA CBS 3.4 61.6; Burns & Allen KOLD 13.9 
2. Wagon Train ‘Wed. 8:30-9:30)........ KVOA 45.0 || 2. State Trooper ‘Sat. 8:30 KOLD . MCA 2.4 54.0 D.A.’s Man KVOA 21.2 
3. 77 Sunset Strip ‘Fri. 8:30-9:30)...... KGUN 43.2 || 3. Death Valley Days ‘Mon. 9:00 KOLD ..U.S. Borax 28.4 59.8, Buckskin KVOA 13.9 
4. Perry Mason (Sat. 9:30-10:30)....... KOLD 41.2 || 4. Huckleberry Hound ‘Thurs. 6:00 KVOA Screen Gems 26.6 62.0} { Headlining Tucson 

| | Wea.; Wea.; Sports KOLD 13.3 

5. Perry Como (Sat. 6:00-7:00) KVOA 38.9 || 5. Badge 714 ‘Wed. 9:30 KVOA CNP 22.8 49.0| News Panorama KGUN 15.4 
6. Desilu Plavhous Mor 00-6 } _KOL q || 5. Rescue 8 ‘Sun. 7:30 KOLD Screen Gems 22.8 35.3 | Chevy Show KVOA 30.5 
7. Bob Hope ed. 7 > est ee a aie | 6. U.S. Marshal (Mon. 9:30 KOLD NTA 21.6 51.4| News Panorama KGUN 12.1 
os blade A i «bin tang 1 , 7. Mr. & Mrs. North (Tues. 8:30 KGUN Schubert 21.2 32.8 Garry Moore KOLD 30.1 
8. Lawman (Sun. 9:30-10:00)........... KGUN 31.9|| 8. Medie (Thurs. 9:00 KVOA ..CNP 21.0 40.5 MacKenzie’s Raiders KOLD 17.9 
9. This ts Your Life ‘Wed. 8:00-8:30) KVOA 31.5 || 9. Walter Winchell File (Tues. 9:00 KOLD NTA 20.1 37.7 Alcoa Presents KGUN 20.3 

10. Gunsmoke (Sat. 8:00-8:30) KOLD 30.7 ||10. Highway Patrol ‘Sat. 9:30 KOLD Ziv 19.1 36.2: News Panorama KGUN 18.7 

Ty. 

L INCOLN, NEBR. STATIONS: KOLN, KMTV, WOW, KETV. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 12-18, 1959 
1. This | Is Your Life (Wed. 9:00-9:30) KMTV 32.3!! 1. Huckleberry Hound ‘Sat. 6:00 KOLN Screen Gems 22.1 61.0| Official Detective KMTV 5.8 
2. Bob Hope (Wed. 8:00-9:00) -KMTV —31.8|| 2. Mike Hammer (Sun. 9:30 KMTV.... MCA 18.6 29.7| What’s My Line? KOLN 244 
4. Decite praia (Wes, A080, wow 308 3. Highway Patrol (Sat. 9:30) WOW . Ziv 18.1 33.0| Have Gun, Wiil Travel.. KOLN 17 
5. Chevy Show (Sun. 8:00-9:00). . ... KMTV 297 | 4. Death Valley Days (Wed. 9:30 KMTV U.S. Borax 17.3 33.5| Circle Theatre ...... KOLN 16.7 
6. Garry Moore ‘Tues. 9:00-10:00) .. KOLN 29.0 || 5. State Trooper ‘Mon. 8:00) KMTV.....MCA 16 : 23.0| Danny Thomas ........ KOLN 27.1 
6. Red Skelten (Tues. 8:30-9:00) .KOLN 29.0 || 6. Highway Patrol ‘Sun. 8:00) KOLN . .Ziv 14. 96.7 | Cuavy GROW . occ. cccen KMTV 29.0 
7. Welk’s Dancing Party (Sat. 8:00-9: 00) KOLN 28.8'| 7. Huckleberry Hound ‘Thurs. 5:30) KMTV . Screen Gems 13 1 = SD | Wow 7.1 
8. Ernie Ford (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) KMTV 27.9 || 8. Sky King (Sun. 5:00 KOLN_.....Nabisco 12.5 50.6| Tugboat Annie ........ KETV 72 

9. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30)...... KMTV 27.7 || 9. N.Y. Confidential ‘Tues. 9:30 KMTV » ATC 12.3 50.9 Garry Moore .... KOLN 27.5 

10. Perry Como (Sat. 7:00-8:00)......... MTV 27.5 ||10. Mike Hammer (Mon. 9:00) KOLN MCA 9.2 15.0 3 Arthur Murray Party KMTV 15.8 


(Continued on page 30) 
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The old two-network hold on audience shore i is 
really broken “upit* How? ABC comes in high 


ABC puts you in scoring position 
money of any of the three ne 


ABC “TELEVISION 


Source: National Nielsen Report, I May, 1959, $un.-Sat., 7:30-10:30 PM, All Commercially Sponsored Programs. *Average Audience Per Minute. ** Average Program Share of Audience. 
***Nielsen Cost Per Thousand Report, March-April 1959, All Evening Once-s-Week Programs. Based on Nielsen average oudience ratings and estimated time costs ond published tolent figures. 
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VARIETY’s weekly tabulation, based on ratings furnished by Ameri R h t picture of 
Bureau, highlights the top ten network shows on a local level and offers a ‘rati1 g study stre? ‘ath of particular series. Various branche 
in depth of th e top ten syndicated shows in the same particular market. This week te? buyers to local stations and/or ad 


ertisers to syndicators will find the 
rkets are covered. o Jver the course of a year, ARB will tabul ate a minimum of 150 markets. The 
In the syndicated program listings of the top ten shows, rating data such as the sults of that tabulation will be found weekly in VARIETY Coupled with the rating per- 


VARIETY - ARB SYNDICATION CHART 


the rating performance of syndicated shows is to reflect the true ratin g 


s of the industry, ranging from me 


charts valuable. 


dia 


Te- 

















average share of audience, coupled with data as to time and day of telecasting, com- formance of the top ten network shows on the local level, the VaRiETY-ARB charts are 
petitive programming in the particular slot, etc., is furnished. Reason for detailing an designed to reflect the rating tastes of virtually every tv market in the U. S. 
(Continued from page 28) 
SAN FRANCISCO STATIONS: KiVU, KRON, KPIX, KGO. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
TOP “TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP SYNDIC ATED PROGR AMS AV. AV. TOP ‘COMPE TITION AV, 
RK. PROGR AM—D AY—TIME STA. _RTG. | RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH. PROGR AM STA. RTG,. 
J Recteen Awards (Mon. 7:30-9:15)... KRON 68.5 ‘1. Sea Hunt (Tues. 7:00 -.-. KRON.... Ziv 26.2 60.4 State Trooper KPIX 10.3 
2. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) ik Ce 35.9 | 2. Highway Patrol Tues. 6:30 ay? eee KRON a Ziv 19.9 49.1 Woody Woodpecker .....KTVU 94 
3. Chevy Show (Sun. 9:00-10:00) ...-KRON 32.6 |; 3. U.S. Marshal Thurs. 7:00) aaa aati KRON oct ee 16.8 37.3 | December Bride -céen 18.3 
4. 17 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30).....KGO 32.5 || 4. Rescue 8 (Wed. 6:30).............-. KRON.... Screen Gems 14.6 36.3 Huckleberry Hound .....KTVU 11.9 
5. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)....... KRON 31.8 || 5. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:15 me 6s eee 12.6 54.8| American Bandstand ....KGO 5.3 
6. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 9:00-9:30)....... ocr LS 31.6 || 6. Huckleberry Hound ‘Wed. 6:30 .. KTVU : Screen Gems 11.9 296 Rescue 8 .+e-- KRON 14.6 
7. Perry Como (Sat. 8:00-9:00)..........KRON 31.2 || 7. Silent Service (Sat. 7:00) , KRON.... CNP 10.3 25.6 Perry Mason MEP tg» 24.5 
8. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30). . KGO 27.4|| 7. State Trooper ‘Tues. 7:00 ... KPIX -»-MCA 10.3 Saas ee. WOME oa.5 skis sss KRON 26.2 
9. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 8:30-9). KPIX 27.3 || 8. This Is Alice (Wed. 7:00) KTVU re NTA 10.1 20.2| Wed. Night Fights...... KGO 24.0 
9. People Are Funny (Sat. 7:30-8:00)... KRON 27.3 || 9. Woody Woodpecker ‘Tues. 6:30) . KTVU . Kellogg 9.4 23.2; Highway Patrol wee RON 19.9 
10. The Texan (Mon. 7:00-7:30) KPIX 26.8 ||10. Sky King (Sat. 8:30) KRON . Nabisco 9.2 70.8| | Capt. Fortune's . ; 
| Surprise Pkg. KPIX 3.4 





M ADISON STATIONS: WISC, WKOW, WMTV. 


SURVEY DATES: APRIL 5-11, 1959. 





. Mike Hammer (Fri. 9:30) WKOW 


1. Academy Awards | aes. 9:30-11:15)...WMTV 53:21 3 . MCA 27.8 50.6 
A I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00)...WISC 45.5 2. Superman (Wed. 5:30 ae WMTV.... Flamingo 23.3 64.4 
3. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ; + WISC 43.3. 3. State Trooper ‘Sat. 8:00 oo» Wisc MCA 20.8 33.9 
4. The Rifleman (Pues. 8:00 -8:30).......WKOK 42.2 4. Bold Venture (Sat. 9:30 ... WESC. Ziv 20.0 37.4 
5. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30).......WMTV 41.4 5. Woody Woodpecker ‘Tues. 5:30 a WMTV Kellogg 16.9 55.6 
6. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30- 9:00) nl WISC 40.0; 6. Popeye (Sat. 8:30 esd WMTV UAA 15.5 56.8 
7. Maverick (Sun. 6:30-7:30) .......... WKOW 37.5; 6. Rescue 8 (Thurs. 9:00 : WKOW Screen Gems 15.5 25.6 
8. Garry Moore ‘Tues. 9:00-10:00) .....WISC 34.0} 8. Martin Kane ‘Wed. 9:30 csv WEEE Ziv 14.9 27.4 
9. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00) WISC 33.9| 9. Highway Patrol (Tues. 9:30 WMTV.... Ziv 13.1 22.5 
10. Perry Mason (Sat. 6:30-7:30) .. ... WISC 31.2| 10. “26” Men ‘Sun. 9:30 WISC . ABC 12.9 23.1 


Person To Person WISC 
Mickey Mouse Club WKOW 
Welk’s Dancing Party WKOW 
Fanfare WKOW 
Adventure Time ...WKOW 
Captain Kangaroo ......WISC 
Playhouse 90 sian oe 
U.S. Steel Hour oo WIC 
iGlaery Moore .. .s...60 WISC 
Meet McGraw . WKOW 


BO to 


_ 


2 


rmowtor 
COW Dh Oouo- 
NRNOWOSS OS & 





SALIN AS- MONT EREY “SAN TA CRU L enecere ener 


SURVEY DATES: MARCH 2.8, 1959. 
























































1. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 9:00-9:30) KSBW 59 Si 2. State wine Sat 0 wae KSBW MCA 46.9 69.2 | Perry Como ere 8.1 
2. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9).» KSBW 50.0 || 2. U.S. Marshal (Wed. 8:00 cana KSBW NTA 38.5 51.5| Lawrence Welk ........ KNTV 17.4 
3. Tales of Wells Fargo ‘Mon. 8:30-9:00! KSBW 46.9'|| 3. Burns & Allen ‘Mon. 7:060)......... KSBW Screen Gems 31.9 498 Gray Ghost sts hes eee tao KNTV 16.3 
4. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-9:00) KSBW 46.6 | 4. Mike Hammer (Thurs. 8:0 ; KSBW - MCA 30.1 eG GO ap as KNTV 13.8 
5. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 8:00-8:30) .. KSBW 45.7. 5. Silent Service Sun. 7:00 ane KSBW . CNP 28.1 47.8) Lassie Prreey 8: 4 14.0 
5. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00) KSBW 45.7 || 6. “26” Men (Fri a 3 ee KSBW . ABC 27.4 51.3 oo To Person...... KNTV 10.2 
7. Jack Benny (Sun. 7:30-8:00) P KSBW 448 7. Colonel Flack 7:3 KSBW . CBS 24.4 O67) WHIFlVDITdS ....ccccoecs KNTV 19.3 
&. Father Knows Best ‘Mon. 7:30-8:00). KSBW 42.5 | 8. Huckleberry Ho oor Thurs. 6: KSBW Screen Gems 22.0 39.6, W ate | eer er KNTV 16.5 
9. G.E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) KSBW 41.9 || 9. Woody Weodpecker Tu 6:36 KSBW Kellogg 21.3 40.7 | Oakley KNTV 13.4 
10. Wed. Night Fights ‘Wed. 7:00-7:45) KSBW 41.6 10. Superman ‘Fri. 6:30 KNTV Flamingo 19.7 46.8 Story KSBW 13.4 
— ———i tne I wing: CBS Films’ three- —_—— ee 
vear deal wit Carling’s beer for 
TV: Showcase of the ‘B’s’ 9 over, Obmarket spread oh “Phil ~ Television Reviews 
» wi Silvers”; (the biggest to date) Ziv’s 

—— ts Continued from page 21 See — io 5 kets — : [ 6 k ue. y Mog Sanna Continued from page 24 capped 
foreign sta: Along came tv, and ‘tal up to 468 Jowever, even if |TV has inked Ballantine for 28 winner in the educational tv cir-, portrayed, as co-author Burdick 
Swope and Martin Manulis flew | the specific options involved aren't irkets on its me entry “shotgun cuit. himself acknowledged in a brief 
Miss Pzeluzzi for the femme lead in | exercised, there will unquestion- if Dr. Posin has been seen in Chi-| Closing interview, which furthered 
their “Five Fingers’ series, first | ably be over 450 of the hours pro- Next few months 1 see the! cago before. Associated with De | the teaser quality and embodied 
case of a foreign thesp being | duced, since the networks would other regionals lining up for the! Paul U., which co-produced the | 4 challenge to downbeat critics 
brougt ver for a teleseries. not replace an hour show with two new season. R ty the scram-| show, he’s been on the CBS o&o ie. the State Department). Bur- 
Of the majors, only Warners and | half-hour stanzas in mid-season. ble for the WBBM-TV. Current program is cick said, SHEE SUORSENOENS 208 dete 
20th are in business with the tele |If they failed to pick up the op- being taped at the Windy City sta- i than a Department's. 
Pat ; ; . - — ‘er CRS e have walked amofig (Orien- 

equivalent of the B’—for this | tion for one hourlong show, they'd tion for exposure at other ( BS : a ‘State Seeman” tea 
S€asol t any rate. Paramount | undoubtedly order a new and dif- o&o's, in the swap of public affairs not * me stale epartmen as 


a n j ® , 
and Metro, along with Columbia’s | ferent 60-minuter from some other Fineshriber 


Screen Gems, tried hourlong pilots | source. 





> ' ‘ =e Continu fr page 71 aaa 
but were unable to sell them | Length-wise, budget-wise and in minaes ‘trom page 21 
hy WB's Seven terms of finished product, there’s plementing government-operated 
Warners, which kicked off the|a considerable difference between stations, are due in Italy, France 
ertend trend, will really be jumping | the tv hours and the old “B’s."" The and other areas 4 second com- 
With a total of seven series com-/runnng time, sans titles and com- mercial setup also was forecast for 
prising a minimum of 130 60-min- | mercials, of the television hour is England 
ute films, with options almost cer- | 49 to 51 minutes: its budget is in 2. Comparative mew tv countries 


tain to be exercised for 39 more. | the $90-110,000 range’. The aver- will open up furth r for telefilms 
Lineup, all for ABC-TV, consists |B” ran some €8 minutes. without countries such as Costa Rica, Ni- 

re werick’’ « Rf “ND CG, Pees ; : leads 
of 26 “Maverick” and 26 “77 Sun-/|tities, and covered a wide range caragua, Honduras 


set Strip” segments, 13 each of | of negative costs, the majority 3. Soviet satellite markets alsc 
“Sugarfoot,” “Bronco” and “Chey- | running anywhere anywhere from , aT = svi v ay ‘lee a vag 
enne” and 13 each with options | $75,000 to $300,000 but some going is sa for a pa ey greed "oo 
on 13 more of “Bourbon Street | as high as $500,000. In function, "raed itself ped ay sod, ned a 
Beat,” “The Alaskans” and “Ha-|the “B” represented a program- {hic stage only in ca se San die 
waiian Eye.” mer for dual bills and a means of | _ it naples Resi She 5 


20th has 26 “Adventures in Para- | maintaining overhead. The tele- 4. Canada also continues to grow 
dise” and 13 “Five Fingers” stan-| films, though also an important : 
zas ordered from ABC and NBC | overhead factor, represent a “this It’s no 


as an important market 


a rosy path. There are 








respective for a total of 39.]/is our best” approach in terms of t"orns galore. Latin America cur- 
There's an option for 13 more | quality, within the economic con- "ently is somewhat depressed be- 
“Finget of course. Studio just | fines of television. cause of the load of product there 
missed on another entry, the hour- Britain has a quota on American 
long “The Last Frontier,” an Alas- | OO __ telefilm mports Seandanavian 


kan piece that was beaten to the countries won't buy a series, but 


. 
punch by Warners’ epic Syndication Scramble 2's <x or seven episodes of a 





Balance is spit ar g inde- skein Japan and West Ge any 
E among inde ermany, 
pendenets and the networks. Re- | =< Continued from page 21 Seem Dased on the set count in their 
vue has 52 } rs ¢ . “a - respectiy ount : mal] 
ie ha 2 hou committed, with | Closed Doors Screen Gems: sp e cour es, Pay a small 
options for 26 more These com- price fo1 elr telefi S 


“Counterspy,” Bernard Schubert But 
Inc.; “Deadline,” ' Flamingo; in 
addition to a number of others due 
from California National Produc- 
tions, Independent.Television Corp 
and the few remaining syndicators 


prise 26 “Wagon Trains,” and 13 
each of “Riverboat” and “Lara- 
mie,” with options for 13 more of 
each. Desilu has 65 hours firmly 
committed, 32 “The Untouchables” 
segments, and 33 “Desilu Westing- 


these are problems which 
pop up in most any new venture 
according to Fineshriber — and 
the long pull is a steady climb 


house Playhouse” hours. NTA and Guild tape entries in- Denver—Work S$ progressing 

CBS will roll 78 of its own hour | Clude “Bishop Sheen,” “Juke Box Tapidly on KOA’s new $1,000,000 
shows, 26 each of “Perry Mason,” | Jury.” and “Open End,” NTA; “Jai | building in the heart of Denver. 
“Rawhide” and “The Lineup.” | Alai,” Guild. For stripped daytime | Designed and built expressly for 


NBC will film one series, “Bonan- | tape programming ITC is offering pater erty activties, the strue- 
za.” It's already committed for | ‘Ding Dong School.” ITC also is ure, which will house both KOA 


13, with options for 13 more. selling off its off-network “Brave ov vlltagy 3 ety J to a, ee 
_ i | c- ; ” 7 a a ) i in 4 jae 
Ihe grand total on firm commit- | Stallion” telefilm series. j;empire, according : to William 
ments comes to 377 of the hours. First few syndicators to grab | Grant, president and general man- 


Options for 91 more bring the to- | regional gold dust this spring are | ager 





programs now going on among Fj 
Chi- It’s safe to say that a lot of tele- 


WCBS-TV, N.Y.: WBBM-TV, 


cago: and KNXT-TV, Los Angeles. | Viewers are going to read 
The physics prof should find a| Ugly American” because of 
Horo Meeting.” 


network berth next 


FIRST MEETING 


“The 
“First 
Art 





With Turnley Walker, Eugene Urge Trade Ore 


Burdick, Tom Helmore, Bethel 


Leslie, Owen Song, Gilman 


Rankin 
Producer-Writer: Walker 
Director: Dan Gingoid 
30 Mins.; Sun., 4:36 p.m. 
WCBS-TV, N.Y. (tape) 


“First Meeting” is about books 


and proved on Sunday ‘(May 31) to 


=a Continued from page 2] ae 


virtually all top syndication execs 
comes just about two years after 
the abortive attempt to set up a 
syndication trade organization. 


were bucking the networks be 
governmental hearings, a nuc 


be a novel (pun intended) approach telefilm trade organization 
to reviewing. The half-hour, | born But that was disbanded 


helmed a bit sententiously by 


ley Walker, who devised, wrote and 


participated prominently in 
program. was nonetheless the 


of video pioneering, which, at 


Years back, when. telefilneries 


fore 
leus 
was 


Turn-| When there was a difference of 
opinion about cooperating with the 


the Federal Communications Commis- 
kind Sion hearings Since then there 


its has been some talk in that direc- 


best. can lead to a soluticn of one “on, but competitive conditions 
of the medium’s educational prob- | 'n the trade have been blamed for 


lems—getting people to read. 


Subject matter was “The 


American,” and the program 


the failure to establish a trade 


Ugly fit similar to TvB or RAB 


did 


not so much dissect the nove 


out- 


wel, AY, Ampex Sales Hike 


as might a critic, but instead 
formed the distinct and favorable Redwood City, Cal., June 2. 
service of being an honest teaser A 45° sales increase and sharply 


for exciting interest in new books. | improved earnings were reported 
for last week by Ampex President 
KNXT, L.A., and taped for use on George L. Long Jr., for the fiscal 
WCBS-TV, was simple. Walker, as year ending April 30. Sales 
the amounted to $43,691.000. up from 


Format, devised by Walker 


his own narrator, introduced 


book and its general aims, 


and | the $30,000,000 reported in the 


actors developed key scenes from | vious fiscal year. 
the novel about a goof-up State Net profit, said Long, will 
Deparement and its misactivities in | ceed the $2,500,000 previously 


| the Far East. Actors used a flexible | mated. For the year 


|approach. sometimes addressing 30, 1958, net was $1,540,000. 
their remarks to off-camera voices 


|and occasionally getting together 


for straight duologs. 





| has joined WSIX-TV here as 


Spirit of the book was honestly | tional sales manager 


pre- 


ex- 
esti- 


ending April 


Nashville — -Jemnes S. McMurry 


na- 





ae 
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CBS: THE MAN 





TV: Topsy-Turvy & Crazy 


Two months ago, Hubbell Robinson Jr., as exec veepee of pro- 
gramming for CBS-TV, walked away from the Ford specials as a 


CBS entry because the network 


and the client couldn’t come to 


terms on several key issues. Now Robinson finds himself as execu- 
tive producer of the selfsame Ford specials through his own indie 


production operation, 


Along the same lines: During his prexy tenure at ABC-TV, Rob- 
ert Kintner incepted the web’s program pattern—a pattern which, 


two years later as NBC 
American in the first place. 


resident, he was sorry he ever started for 


It was Pat Weaver during his NBC regime as prexy and later as 
board chairman who started the whole “spectacular” shebang, 
spending money as though it grew on antennas. NBC suddenly 


called a halt on the s 


nding, dumped Weaver and his concepts 


in favor of half-hour shows. Now NBC’s back in the spec business 


(only now it's called “specials’’) 


bigger than ever. 


While Weaver was spec-ing up NBC, CBS wanted no part of it, 
going the other way with regular weekly fare aimed at high cir- 


culation. Now CBS 1s riding w 


ith the Weaver-conceived “Wide 


Wide World” set to musie, the Coca-Cola series on which Weaver 


rides herd for McCenn-Erickson. 
roduced the “Wide Wide World” series for 


Barry Wood, who 


NBC, is now with CBS, He’s practically riding with the same show, 
the aforementioned Coke specials. 


Chi Stations Real Studious About 
Those College-Credit Educ Courses 








Chicago, June 2. 

Although Chicago has a fulltime 
educational tv station amply 
equipped for the service, the Windy 
City’s commercial channeis have 
been venturing increasingly in ed- 
ucational programs, some of them 
for college credit, toward their pub- 
lie affairs obligation. 

But you have to get up early in 
the morning for an electronic edu- 
cation on commercial tv in this 
town, because all the shows in- 
variably start in the dawning 
hours. As far as can be told from 
mail pull, the shows have been get- 
ting a reasonable audience. 

Newest of the tv courses is “Pan 
American Classroom,” which starts 
next Monday (8) on WNBQ, 6:30 
to 7 a.m., and which is produced in 
collaboration with De Paul and 
Roosevelt universities. It’s an at- 
tempt by the station to tie in with 
the Pan American Games starting 
later this summer. Pan Am show 
replaces the NBC network's moth- 
balled “Continental Classroom” in 
the timeslot for the summer but 
will be preceded by reruns of that 
show from the present season. New 
course will teach Spanish three 
days a week and Latin American 
culture the other two, and it will 
not be for credit. The universities 
are issuing a syllabus for the 
course for $1. 

WGN-TV last season incepted 
“TV Teacher's College” in the 8:15 
signon berth and will continue the 
accredited course next fall. Done in 
cooperation with Chicago Teachers 
College and Board of Education, 
it’s designed to aid practicing 
teachers in the public schools. 
WBKB also had an educational 

(Continued on page 36) 


GE's ‘Mike Kovak’ 
On ABC Monday 


General Electric has an order in 
for Monday night at 10:30 on 
ABC-TV for next fall. Firming of 
the deal will give the network 





three out of seven nights with mann and Leigh Vance will act as| 
station option | honorary secretaries of the Guild have turned thumbs down on CBS- 
time, and ABC is already shooting | t° assist the new general secretary Ty's 


programming in 


for a fourth night, Sunday, via 
an undisclosed sponsor. 

GE has decided to use a detec- 
tive show called “Mike Kovak” in 
the ABC 10:20-11 time, and has 
ordered the whole thing. “Kovak’ 
stars actor Charles Bronson and 
is an ABC Film product. 


In making the purchase, GE Is| 
leadin to “Kovak”’ | 


angling for a 
from the hourlong “Adventures 
in Paradise,” which rung to 10:30 
on Mondays. 


Web got clearance for the 10:30 
time from the affiliates last March. 
It has long had the fights on 
Wednesdays and just a couple of 
weeks ago it firmed up a Liggett 
& Myers order fer “Black Saddle,” 
10:30 on Fridays 


ms 





> 


| Ed Byron’s Coast Setup 


Edward A. Byron, vet indie 
packager of radio-tv programs, has 
| shuttered his Gotham office and is 

heading West. 

He plans to align himself with 
Robert J. Shaw, tv scripter, with 
| whom Byron worked for 13 years 
|in the production of “Mr, District 
| Attorney” on radio-tv, Byron pro- 
duced and directed the series. 
Shaw was the writer. 
| Byron also plans several addi- 
tional 
Coast. 


Form New Guild 
To Up Status Of 
Brit. TV Scribes 


London, June 2. 

With a membership of 95% of 
the writers active in the screen 
j}and tv fields, the British Screen 
|}and Television Writers Assn. and 
the Radio and Television Writers 
| Assn. have dissolved and formed 
| the Television and Screen Writers 
Guild. The aim of the new body, 
which is shortly to be affiliated to 
the Writers Guild of America, will 
| be to obtain for British scribes 
terms comparable to those accept- 
| ed in other fields 


; It is considered to be the first 
step towards uniting all writers in 
| the visual medium with the object 
of forming a Guild shop. The new 
body has appointed S. E. Honess 
as paid organizing general secre- 
| tary 

| Until the first general meeting 
of the new Association is held in 
|the Autumn a holding committee 
| has been appointed from the ex- 
ecutive of the two dissolved bodies. 
On this panel, among others, are 
Ted Willis, Carl Foreman, Frank 
Launder, Leigh Vance, Paul Tabori 
'and Dudley Leslie. Helen Leh- 











until the first general meeting. 





‘Tommy Hunter Gets 
Own Canadian Show 


Ottawa, June 2. 

Tommy Hunter, 21-year-old Ca- 
nadian chanter who has garnered 
a sizable following via his ballads 
on CBC's tver, “Country Hoe- 
down,” pacted for his own show on 
CBC’s major (Trans-Canada) radio 
web teeing June 8. Stanza will 
be summer replacement for the 
“Happy Gang,” oldest continuing 
Canadian radio show. 

Bruce Sm‘th will announce the 
Tommy Hunter Show which will 
have the Rhythm Pals and guests. 








program men (Hubbell Robinson 
| Jr. and Harry Ommerle) out of the 


picture, big question still being 
posed this week was: who will step 
in to helm what amounts to the 
greatest production organization in 
any phase of show busiziess? Who- 
ever takes over for Robinson will 
be helming a $100,000,000 program 
setup and stepping into an opera- 
tion already geared for peak per- 
iformance. Leading candidate is 
Benton & Bowles’ Tom McDermott 
|but doubt developed quickly that 
jhe would take the berth. 

| Ommerle gave his notice less 
'than 48 hours after Robinson re- 
| signed upon learning that the net- 
| work had been overturing McDer- 
| mott for the post. Normally Om- 
merle as No. 2 man would be heir 
‘apparent to the job. He's already 
‘had several offers, including a 
strong bid from J. Waiter Thomp- 
son to coordinate the new Ford 
| series, but will bide his time be- 
| fore making any decision. 

| 





Robinson forms his own inde- 
|pendent production outfit which 
| will be berthed on the Coast. He'll 
j}have 100% ownership of all the 
properties he creates, with Music 
,Corp. of America agenting all his 
| deals. In addition to doing the 39 
|big hour and 90-minute NBC-TV 
specials for Ford next season, he’s 
already had conversations with 
Leonard Goldenson on a prospec- 
| tive ABC-TV series. 

| McDermott is not expected to 
accept the CBS job. Meanwhile 
| Mike Dann, v.p. in charge of pro- 


| counterpart, veepee Bill Dozier, sit 
{tight awaiting developments. 

That some anxieties and nervous- 
ness are evident around the net- 
work isn't at all surprising. Usually 
;such administrative upheaval as- 
serts itself in times of crisis. But 
CBS has been going at peak level, 
of the operation. Some are inclined 
to feel that, properly handled, 
might not a walkout of such key 
personnel have been averted? 

Strictly as a show business com- 
ponent, no other single entity in 
the entire area of entertainment 
matches it. The new program chief- 
tain will have going for him such 
company-owned properties as “Per- 
ry Mason,” “Have Gun Will Trav- 
el,” “Gunsmoke,” “Twilight Zone,” 
“Rawhide,” “Lineup,” the new 
“Law Breakers,” the Garry Moore 
Show, the Ed Sullivan hour, 
“What's My Line.” “Person to 
Person,” “Peck’s Bad Girl,” “Play- 
house 90,” and such daytime en- 
tries as “Verdict Is Yours,” the 
morning “Sam Levenson Show,” 
the “Jimmy Dean Show,” and 
“Capt Kangaroo.” This is exclusive 
of the dozens of shows in develop- 
ment and on the planning board, 
plus the host of in-the- house 
writers, producers, directors and 
other creative components. 


‘Ringo’ To Ride On 
 CBS-TV as Clients 
| Nix ‘Cafe De Paree’ 


Johnson's Wax and Lorillard 








new western, 
| Paree,” in favor of Four Star's 
“Johnny Ringo” series, which goes 
into the Thursday 8:30 slot next 
|season as replacement for “Yancy 
Derringer,” which gets bumped. 
|CBS put up a strong bid to con- 
| vince the clients that “Paree” had 
more class, but the efforts were 
| unavailing. New series, which stars 
| Don Durant, debuts Oct. 1. 

Johnson's Wax has been sponsor- 
ing “Derringer” on an every week 


| basis, but Lorillard will come in| 


| for half in Juty and will continue 
the alternate-week relationship for 
|*Johnny Ringo.” Needham, Louis 
& Brorby is the agency for John- 
son's and Lennen & Newell for 
| Lorillard, 


‘WHO GOT 


POUL D IT HAVE \Yurdin, Mellilo's Unique Setup On 
Below-&-Above-the-Line Taping 


* When CBS-TV thought it might 


BEEN AVERTED? 


With CBS-TV's No. 1 and No. 2} 


AWAY 








Capone Vs. Dillinger 

Looks like the projected 
space shows will be bowing 
to the mobsters next season. 
Having previously cancelled 
out “World of Giant,” CBS-TV 
last week also decided not to 
go ahead with the Paramount 
TV entry, “Space Show,” 
which was scheduled to go into 
the Tuesday evening 7:30 to 
8:30 period next season. 

Instead CBS has pencilled 
in the new “Law Breakers” 
series, which preems Sept. 22 
with Ralph Meeker starring 
in “Dillinger: A Year To Kill.” 
Show is designed to depict the 
lives of the nation's top crim- 
inals. 

ABC-TV will have going for 
it the hour “Untouchables” se- 
ries on the Capone era. 


Chi WBBM-TY’s 
‘Sideline—Taping 
Coml’s for Agcys. 


Chicago, June 2. 
WBBM-TV, making the most ag- 
gressive use in town of its Ampex 
Videotape machines, has started a 
sideline which may open a whole 











money-wise and in all other aspects | 


“Cafe De} 


|new source of revenue for the CBS 
| o&o. Station has gone into the busi- 


production deals on the grams in the east, and his Coast | ness of taping commercials for ad 


|agencies based here, for spot dis- 
|tribution as well as for network 
|and local shows. Only competition 
in the field to date in Chi is the 
| Fred Niles film plant, which, until 
| its own tape machines arrive, has 
| been leasing those of ABC and 
| WGN-TV by special hookup. 

| Although WBBM-TV got in late 
n VTR, its equipment having ar- 
rived only last February, the sta- 
tion still has managed to contract 
| 25 commercial jobs so far, includ- 
ing a series of spots for Lanolin 


| 


|}beam and Midas Muffler. Bulk of 
production has been for local com- 
mercials, thus far. 

Scott Young. asst. program di- 
rector of the station, has the as- 
signment of developing the activ- 
ity, and his first step will be to 
issue a brochure to ad agencies and 
sponsors, apprising them of the ad- 
vantages of video tape. A new de- 
partment for commercial produc- 
tion has not, however, been offi- 
cially formed at this stage 

The sideline gives the Chi CBS 
plant its first chance to make full 


Plus and network blurbs for Sun- | 


|get the tv rights to the Winter 
;Olympics in 1960 from Squaw 
| Valley, it wanted to call in an out- 
| fit called Production Alliance Inc. 
| fo do the telecasts, Production 
| Alliance, owned by director Clay 
| Yurdin and producer Phil Mellilo, 
lis the same outfit that will stage 
ithe “Mrs. America” telecast on 
CBS June 20 in the 11:15 p.m- 
12:15 a.m. latenight. slot, and rep- 
resents a new breed of video pro- 
ducer—the production contractor. 

The more remote tapes are 
made, the more such organizations 
are expected to be used. 

Most indie tv producers take 
care of only above-the-line (tal- 
ent, etc.) costs but the Yurdin- 
Mellilo combo takes a flat fee 
|from either sponsor or network 
and then supplies both above-the- 
line and below-the-line materiel, 
latter usually the network's re- 
sponsibilcy. 

With the union difficulties now 
cleared away on the remote pro- 
duction of tv tape, it’s held quite 
possible the Production Alliance- 
type operation will be put to more 
and more use. For a network to 
ship its own technical, directorial 
and production personnel to a re- 
|mote point, either abroad or 200 
miles outside the radius of one 
of its owned-operated stations, is 
said to be a very costly matter. 
But Yurdin and Mellilo, who don't 
keep a regular staff and thus avoid 
overhead, hire their tape ma- 
chinery and technical personnel as 
they need them from the nearest 
available t\ station and then shoot 
tape footage for network use. 

In the “Mrs. America” opera- 
tion, to be sponsored by RCA- 
Whirlpool, Johns-Manville and Cul- 
ligan Inc. (soft water appliance 
house), the new team went to Ft. 
Lauderdale, where the event will 
be held, and hired local station 
personne! to do the actual camera 
and sound work. Sixty-minute tal- 
ent nut, including the rights to the 
even will be $115,000. 

Similarly, David Lown’'s Inter- 
continental Transmissions, the out- 
fit which recently shot those dis- 
puted Paris shows for NBC-TV's 
“Today,” is something of a produc- 
tion contractor. He. does, how- 
ever, have staff engineers but he's 
understood to hire the rest of his 
technical crews as he needs them. 
And, unlike Production Alliance, 
the network can supply its own 
producers and directors. 





ABC-TV's Newest: 


use of the excellent facilities into | 


which it moved two years ago 
WBBM-TV’'s four studios, with a 
total area of 14,200 square feet, are 
believed to be the most spacious 
this side of New York or 
| wood; and till now they've been 
|}used almost entirely for the pro- 
| duction of local shows, which have 
| not been many in number. 

The new venture is seen also as 
| 4 boon to the station's manpower 


efficiency, what with staff talent, 


studio orch, art department, pro- 


duction crews and engineers— 
| forces which normally aren't over- 
| taxed—all getting into the com- 
| mercial tape act. On most jobs 
| WBBM-TV will use its regular en- 
|gineers, scheduling the work as 
loften as possible for times when 
| its own crews are available To ac- 
commodate commercial taping, sta- 
| tion has rescheduled production of 
iis pubaffairs programs, recording 
them in advance on Mondays and 
Tuesdays to leave Wednesdays, 
| Thursdays and Fridays open for 
commercial work, 


| Pontiac’s 3 Specials 


Pontiac has put in an order with 





|NBC-TV for three specials next | 
They'll probably go into) 


| Season. 
|the Friday night 
period. 
Shows haven't been selected as 
i yet. 


8:30 to 9:30 


Holly- 


Western Soaper 


ABC-TV is going all the way to 
be different in the daytime.. Web 
hasn't picked a time slot for the 
show, but it is fishing around 
+} among bankrollers to find out how 
they'd like a daytime western 
soap opera. 

Networks has formatted a stanza 
called “Hope Springs.” Title re- 
fers to a town in the west during 
the last 1860's. 

ABC calls it a “new daytime 
serial story of the frontier west. 
from the viewpoint of the women 
who helped to build it.” It has a 
sheriff, one Gar Ferguson, “ihe 
quiet, efficient sheriff of Hope 
Springs, whose past is a subject 
of conjecture.” It also has a 
newspaper editor, his crippled 
wife, a doctor, a neurotic boy and 
i. lovesick girl—all natural ele- 
ments of the 20th Century soaper. 

Show was created and will be 
supervised by Frank & Doris Hurs- 
ley, writers of “Search for Tomor- 
row.” Producer is Edwin Duerr, 
creator of “Valiant Lady.” Web 


could put the show anywhere be- 
tween noon and 4 p.m. daily, ac- 
cording to an advance sheet on the 
| format, 
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JOWN UNDER! 


NOTE: Space does not permit reprinting 


the splendid Australian reviews from 


Mr. Freberg’s recent tour. If you would 


care to send for full particulars, please clip out 


handy coupon. Neatly now. oS 





Stan Freberg 
7781 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 28, Calif. 


Dear Mr. Freberg: 


I understand you were very large down 
under. Please send me your splendid Aus- 
tralian reviews which employ such language 
as... “Brilliantly accomplished entertainer,’ 
“A genius and a savage satirist;’ and “Ca- 
pacity audiences (14,000) roaring with 
laughter’ I have clipped out this coupon as 
neatly as possible considering its toenails 
and all. 

Yours truly, 


NAME 





FIRM 





ADDRESS 





P.S. Do you think a hippopotamus says ‘Australia’ 
as well as a kangaroo? But then I suppose you have 
your reasons, : 
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Agency Video Taping of Com|s 
Seen in Full Swing in Early ‘60: 
On Other Madison Ave. Fronts 


\ good many agency men are 
predicting that video taping of 
P mercials will be in full swing 
I early 1960 

Most ef the “good many.” of 
course, are from those agencies in 
the vanguard of the move from 
live and film to tape. There are 
drawbacks 

Agencies that have never done 


much in the way of live production 
are at a disadvantage. Their com- 
cial producers are film produc- 


ers and the tape technique is strik- ! 
ingly different—fully-lighted stu- 
dio, continuous .action and three 


or more cameras rolling. 

But the agencies with live pro- 
duction people (no pun intended 
are off and running. And this in- 
cludes smali as well as large shops 
because some of the former have 
been doing live commercials for 
local use 

Some of the agencies well into 
use of tape include Benton & 
Bowles, BBDO, J. Walter Thomp- 
son, McCann-Erickson, Cunning- 
ham & Walsh, Lennen & Newell. 
Wm. Esty, Wesley Assoc.’s and 
Clinton Frank, Chicago, currently 
doing some work through a N. Y 
producer. 


BBDO, for example, has little or 


shows. A recent survey showed the 


agency had tape production sched- 
uled 19 days out of a 24-da 
period. This included weeker 
because tape studio facilities 
hard to schedule when wanted 
But production centers for tap- 
ing are increasing in number and 
expanding. All three netwi 
currently involved in making tape 
commercials. Others include NTA's 
Tele Studios, Elliot-Unger-Elliot 


rks are 


| Video Tape Centre, Filmways and 


Sports 
units 


Mobile Video Tape and 
Network Inc. with location 

A couple of agencies have al- 
ready taken advantage of the mo- 


bile units. McCann- Erickson is 
using tape for far-flung locations 
on the upcoming Coca-Cola cam- 
paign. One unit is through CBS 
(leased for two months from 
Sports Network Inc.), another 
{through WEAR-TV,  Pensicola 
Young & Rubicam used a mobile 


tape unit for an outdoor Lin 
commercial. 


BBDO, lacking a video tape re 


corder on location, shot a Pitts- 
burgh Plate Glass commercial 

a N. Y. airport. Regular camera 
signal was microwaved back to 


Manhattan studios where it 


then tape recorded. 


Was 


{out by an agency man, is quick 
| research. A commercial can be 
i taped and edited, tested on sample 
|} audiences and scrapped or used 
| within a week. The same pretest 
i for film wouid take months. 

Tape commercials have so far 
proved out as a replacement for 
ive and film at the network level 
It's € ated that more than 70 
local stations now have tape facili 
ties. A spot campaign on tape may 
soon be practical 

Upbeat on Original Music 

urvey of ad industry shows a 
» in original music on 

lio commercial 


tim 


S 
3 ncre 


scores in 


the last year. Study is being made 
by Plandome Productions, music 
firn and will continue’ with 


m«< reports beginning in June 
Re cover such subjects 
as the degree to which music alone 
carries copy themes; memory value 
of music in commercials; effective- 
ness of musical trademarks; the 
psychology of music etc. 
Switches: Russelt A. MacDonnell 


,onth! 
) 


ports W ll 


joints Benton & Bowles as a vee- 
pee and management supervisor. 
He has a drug marketing back- 
ground, was three years at War- 
wick & Legler and before that 
veep in charge of sales and adver- | 


tising for Grove Laboratories, St 
Louis. He holds a BS degree from 
Massachusetts College of Phar- 


n 


ic\ 


Three C. J. LaRoche & Co. de- 


partment heads are named vice 
presidents’ Paul Moroz, research; 
Chester LaRoche, media; and 
Humboldt Greig, tv-radio time 
buying 


Charles J. Leavitt Jr., formerly 
with J. Walter Thompson Co., joins 


|partment for Norman Odell 
Assoc.'s, 

Cunningham & Walsh assoclate 
media director Edward T, Baczew- 
| ski is named a vice president, 

New Bizt Isodine Pharmacal 
Corp., a division of International 
Latex Corp, (subsid of Stanley 
Warner Corp.) selects Brown & 
Butcher for promotion of a new 
drug product. Other Isodine prod- 


ucts handled by Reach, Mc- 
Clinton. 
' 
Chicago, June 2 
Chicago Federated Advertising 
Club gave out 47 awards and 28 


honorable mentions in the 17th 
annual competition last week, from 
a total of 775 entries. Prizes were 
for advertising created in Chicago 
|and a 50-mile radius of the city 
from April to April of the past 
| year. Not counting honorable men- 
tions, Needham, Louis & Brorby 
led with six awards. Leo Burnett 
agency bagged five and Foote, 
Cone & Belding four. 
| NL&B plucked the Philishave 
electric shaver account, 

John H. Willamrth, a 30-year vet 


of Earle Ludgin and previously | 


exec veepee and art director, has 
been named prez of the agency. 
George A. Rink was upped to gen- 
eral manager and Ralph E. Whit- 
ing to chairman of the executive 
committee. Earle Ludgin, board 
chairman, made the appointments 

Harold G. Fuess joins McCann- 
Erickson here as an exec on the 
Swift & Co, account. 

John H. Morin joined Burton 




















no live or film commercial time; One tremendous advantage of J. M. Mathes as an account exec.| Browne agency as account execu- 
on any of its nighttime network! tape for commercials, as pointed Jack Leach exits BBDO pr. de-' tive. 
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WHO WINS?| 
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YOU, OR THE ICE BOX? 


“And now a word from our sponsor. . . .”” All too often, this is the cue for the viewing public 


to get up and go out to the ice box. . . . If that happens to you, you're out in the cold... no 


matter how big your star, or lush your audience rating. . . . To make those precious three 


minutes produce a profit is the main reason we're in broadcasting. N.W. AYER & SON, INC. 


«© The commercial is the payoff 


‘4 


; Ryan, 


Little Cars To 
Get Big Budgets 
| On TV Campaign 


From all indications, the new lit- 
| tle sweepstakes will run tv's 
| special course. 

NBC says it’s expecting an order 
for specials from Chrysler and al- 
ready has a tentative one shot in 
the works for General Moters. The 
Chrysler order will be through 
BBDO, which is handling the car 
company’s little entry, the Valiant, 
as well as Chrysler cars. GM's 
special, in the fall, will reportedly 
be for introduction of the. Cor- 
vair, handled by Campbell-Ewald. 

Ford's small set of wheels, the 
Falcon, is in the promotion hands 
of J. Walter Thompson, and jts a 
safe presumption that Ford's week- 
ly specials will stump the Falcon. 
There is, however, said to=De a 
$10,000,000 budget outside fhe spe- 
cials for the Falcon. 

Campbell-Ewald also has or- 
dered the Friday night NBC Art 
Carney spex for United Motor 
Service, a GM subsid, and small 
car spots could easily be inserted 
or substituted. 

The deal for four one hour and 
four 90-minute Carney shows also 
includes another GM subsid, A-C 
Sparkplugs, through D. P. Brother. 

Meanwhile, with the old little 
cars: the Lark (Studebaker) is par- 
ticipating currently on the Paar 
show; and Rambler (Nash) has a 
spot campaipn going in more than 
150 markets. Lark is handled by 
D'Arcy, Rambler by Geyer, ete. 


Studebaker's Coin 
On Newport Fest 


Deal is set for CBS Radio to 
once again carry the Newport Jazz 
Festival on an exclusive basis. 
Daily goings-on will be heard July 
2. 3, 4 and 5 from 9:05 to 10 p.m, 
with Studebaker-Packard Corp., 
via D'Arcy Advertising Agency, 
picking up the tab on behalf of 
dealers pushing the new Lark 
model. 

Mitch Miller is set to emcee from 
Freebody Park, home base of the 
festival. Names including Louis 
Armstrong All Stars; Count Basie 
and Orch; Duke Ellington and 
Orch; Dave Brubeck Quartet; Dizzy 
Gillespie Quintet; Stan Kenton 
and Orch; Modern Jazz Quartet; 
Dakota Staton; Jimmy Rushing and 
Erroll Garner are on the roster. 

CBS Radio's portion of the Fes- 
tival will be produced by Richard 


Stenta 


car 











Summer Sponsors For 


13 ‘Open End’ Repeats 


David Susskind has got himself 
two sponsors for summertime re- 
peats of 13 “Open End” shows on 
WNTA-TV, and he’s assured a 
berth for the talk show next fall 
on the Newark-based indie tv sta- 
tion since his regular sponsors 
have already renewed for the 1959- 
‘60 season 

All-State Insurance and Sutroe 
Bros., the stock brokerage which 
has been one of his two regular 
season bankrollers, bought 13 
“Ends” for this summer. They're 
repeats of earlier shows. Sutro and 
Helena Rubenstein, the other reg- 
ular sponsor, are inked for next 
semester with WNTA-TV for new 
Susskinds talk stanzas. 


WTOP’s Editorials 


Washington, June 2. 

WTOP prexy John S. Hayes 
Monday (1) revealed both his radio 
and television outlets will start 
carrying nightly two-minute edi- 
torials next Monday (8). Editorials, 
on local, national and internat'on- 
al subjects, will be broadcast at 
7:30 p.m. on tv; 11:10 p.m. on radio. 
Jack Jurey of news staff will read 
them. 

Hayes heads editorial board 
composed of George Hartford, tv 
v.p.; Lloyd Dennis, radio v.p.; Ed 
news director; Lawrence 





Richardson, general executive; and 
Jurey and Steve Cushing of news 
staff. 












































AOA ES De oe 





An astonishing statement 
by a HOT cat! 


“T have just learned that in the first sixty days since they let 
this cat out. of the bag—a cool million and a half is on the 
line — thanks to some mighty far-sighted gents at 
Westinghouse, Metropolitan, Triangle, Transcontinent 
and a number of stations coast-to-coast. 


“While this is an unprecedented state of affairs for a cartoon 
series—I would like to point out that I was the HOTTEST of 
HOT CATS long before Liz played Maggie — so it is no sur- 
prise to me that everyone is doing catnips over the new films. 


For full information contact 


ne een nome Oe “Of course, they’re great—the best ever created for TV, that’s 
625 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. for sure! But don’t take my word for it—I’m inclined to be 


PLa -< -1-2-3- e,° ° 
ee modest. Get some audition prints from Trans-Lux. 
1314 So. Wabash Avenue 1966 So. Vermont Avenue 


Chicago 5, Mlinois Los Angeles 7, California “You'll buy. They all do!” — Felix, The Cat 


W Ebster 9-0628-9 REpublic 1-2309 <p, 
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The Tremendous Commercial Appeal of FELIX — 
ig shown in the “hot” list of clients and agencies who 
have seen the series and are waiting now to talk to your 
sales manager about spot time on Felix programs. 


Send for your copy of the list today. 


Wednesday, June 3, 1959 
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No public hearings are skedded 


howeve1 
= Continued from page 18 aaa 
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oing what they say’ FCC is an independent agency — 


the Justice Dept. shouldn't be do-| Which is supposed to arrive at its 


ing’ because Harris letters would 
nfluence” FCC, 
Subcommittee Democrats are pressure on FCC on the option has already invited some Equit- 
still not satisf 


subcommittee 


decisions independently.” 1-Shot Sponsors 
The Texas Congressman said he 
is also interested in Justice Dept 


ied. time issue. This is another tv able Life coin. Insurance company 
What,” asked one Democratic problem where Justice has differed | will sponsor five dramas to be 
member, Rep. Wal-| with FCC and expressed strong brought in under Mildred Freed 


ter Rogers (D-Tex.), “does this | views, although FCC solicited Jus- Alberg production auspices. 


White House 


and Justice Dept. | tice’s opinion in that case All the entries will be in color 
crowd think FCC is supposed to be| Rep. Rogers (who has the same Not all will be dramas, some mu- 
-—a place to stick political hacks | surname as the Attorney General) | sicals and variety segs also being 
who vote the way the White House | said the Justice Dept. has also at- scheduled for the period along 
and Justice Dept. tell them to? | tempted to influence decisions by | with three news speciais. 


; other federal regulatory agencies, 
j}and he thinks thé Harris group | 


See Rhubarb on Equal Time should Took into i 


=a Continued from page 19 Sam | 





























LONDON 





“WHATS MY LINE?” 


(top panel show in England and America) 


Thanks to Panelists: 
ISOBEL BARNET, LOUISE COLLINS, 
GILBERT HARDING, CYRIL FLETCHER and 
Question Master EAMONN ANDREWS 


shortly starts its 


Sth YEAR 


on 


B. B. C. 


(to whom many thanks for exposure) 


11,000,000 AUDIENCE 


My thanks to my dear friends, creators of 


“WHAT'S MY LINE?” 


MARK ILL 


GOODSON ~ TODMAN 


for their help, friendship and confidence. 


Other successful English versions of 
Mack Goodson - Bill Todman Productions 


“I'VE GOT A SECRET” 
“THE NAME’S THE SAME” 
“TWO FOR THE MONEY” 

“TO TELL THE TRUTH” cary Production 
“BEAT THE CLOCK” 


MAURICE WINNICK PRODUCTIONS, 


HANOVER SQUARE, Telephones: MAYfair 9631/2/3 


Cables: Showbiz, Wesdo, London 





Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


Red Skelton hies to Racine, Wis., Thursday (4) to gladhand the S. C. 
Johnson & Sons (his tv sponsor) brass and stage an outdoor show for 
employes. The show was his own idea, since originally the visit was 
skedded just for chitchat with the Johnson execs. It’s understood a 
| Surprise awaits the comedian in the form of a two-foot wax replica of 
his “Freddie the Freeloader” character. 

Skelton is current at the Chez Paree. 


Some newspaper folk in town regarded Jack Paar’s handling of the 
N.Y. Post’s front page coverage of the recent monkey flight into space 
as a below-the-belt punch. 

Paar went on the air Thursday (28) and displayed the front page 
of the early Friday edition of the N.Y. News and a late edition of the 
Thursday World Telegram, both headlining the rocket-carrying monk- 
eys. Paar then went on to say that the N.Y. Post apparently didn’t ree- 
ognize this as the top story of the day and proceeded to hold up its 
first page which’ heralded: ‘“‘Raid $100 V-Dolls.” 

What Paar failed to mention was that the Thursday Post carried 
this headline only in its first edition. All subsequent editions splashed 
the monkey astronauts headline on page one 

N.Y. Post Paar-boiled the NBC-TV comic in a series of articles some 
time ago 


WBBM, the CBS radio anchor in Chi, has put nine engineers on nine 
months’ notice, per its IBEW contract, in case that many will have to be 
released as a result of its installation of automatic transmission. Sta- 
tion is putting up a 5 kw. transmitter in addition to its 50 kilowatter 
to effect remote control. Remote operation, when its completed next 
March, is expected to affect between two and six IBEW engineers, 
but station has put nine on notice if it should prove possible to shed 
that many. 





Herald-Tribune Radio Network (WVIP, Mt. Kisco; WVOX, New 
Rochelle; WGHQ, Saugerties, and WFYI, Garden City, N.Y.) is adding 
a different concept to its music programming this week 

Rex Coston, network music director, stressing instrumental trios, 
vocals, piano solos and small rombos, thus taking his cue from 18tn 
Century small music combos who played in drawing rooms and tail- 
ored their music to the size of the room and available acoustics 

Coston contends this is something radio has overlooked. Most sta- 
tions, he said this week, pipe large and often brassy bands over speak- 
ers to small to carry them, into smaller rooms than any 18th Century 
drawing room. 

New setup at the Trib station calls for the “smaller,”” more intimate 
type of music for one hour a day. Web will also continue its 15-minute 
uninterrupted vignettes in which each period has a specific theme 





The Daily Express, which rarely misses an opportunity to hit out at 
commercial tv, has latched on to a report from Australia about the 
“All-American diet” provided on children’s program there for an 
editorial attack on U.S. penetration of the British market. 

What Australia suffers from affects Britain to the same degree or 


even worse,” notes the leader. “The ascendancy, of American pro- 
grams on tv here is something that should have the urgent and anx- 
ious attention of public and Parliament. It is a duty laid upon those 


who arrange tv programs to express the British spirit and not to 
supplant it. Especially when so much of the program material, for 


llars are poured out, is such poor stuff.’ 





Producers of the off-Broadway musical, “Once Upon A Mattress,” 
will close down the show at the Phoenix Theatre for one night, Tues- 
day, June 9, in order to present excerpts from the production on 
CBS-TV's “Garry Moore Show.” Entire cast headed by Carol Burnett 
will appear on the Moore show 





‘Nd 


. : Manila before coming to Tokyo. 
Chi Stations | . 


Their main purpose was to intro- 
——=— Continued from pase 31 Sams | duce the newly-appointed O'Brien 
“Science ’58.” for which to the area and its broadcasters. 
it advanced its signon one hour.! But the color video tape negotia- 
Classroom sessions were handled | tions had been advanced by Pa- 
by members of the U. of Chicago’s| Cific TV to the point where the 
faculty and were uniquely success-| NBC reps were able to conclude 
ful in terms of the mail draw negotiations 





last year, 


NBC now has 10 telefilm shows 
cational localers here are the long- in Japan, six being shown in 
running “Live and Learn” show on Tokyo _and Osaka, They are: 
WNBQ and “Out of this World” in| “Flight,” “C runch and Des 
WBBM.-TV. Latter is conducted by “Medic,” “Panic, “Inner Sanc- 
Dr. Dan Q. Posin, physic prof at| tum” and “Life of Riley.” Con- 
DePaul. who this vear won a_ Sidering that they entered the local 
plaque from the Chi Television; Competition only two years ago, 
Academy. Both shows are weekend | Stern thought NBC was making 
entries and are slotted somewhat 800d progress in Japan. “And it 
later in the day than weekday tu-| Cam only get better,” he said 


toring fare ——— 


| Gi gD _» |PILOTS WANTED 
omo anger National agency seeking un- 
=e Continued from page 18 — sold 30 minute Pilot Films. 


believe they won't enjoy his per- Advise classification year of 
sonality in Japan ‘ bi 7 

Danger” should start here | production, title, star, invest- 
around July 1 or as soon as NHK 


Among the other strictly edu- 




















receives the necessary equipment ment. 

Thirty-nine episodes of the half- BOX V-75, VARIETY ( 

hour documentary were sold in } 

the initial deal. 154 W. 46th Street 
While the point is still being Mew York 36 


mulled, it is expected that the 
color programs will be shown with 
an announcer interjecting Japa- 


nese commentary over the orig- 
inal voices. Most U.S. telefilm DEAR TV/FILM | 














shows here are dubbed PRODUCER: 


Stern said that the color shows Snowed-under? 


would “fall within the restric- You need an assistant who knows ; 
” of 4 Finance Ministry the business from contact through 
tions of he inance Ministry for shooting and editing te printing. 
filmed ty imports which have a Background: 8 years net and indte 
price ceiling of $300 for a 30- tv film production .. . preceeded by 
; > J 7 -. | radio production and copywriting .. . 
minute show and $600 for an hour [E erenseted be esliens. few gumteved. 
long program. looking for change with growth pes 
On the last leg of a 13-day || sibitities 
Southeast Asian swing, Stern and Write BOX V-79, VARIETY 





O'Brien visited Australia and J 154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 


DON'T SELL YOUR PILOTS 


Until You've Contacted: 
DAVE BADER 
Atlantic Television Corp. 
130 West 46th St., New York 36, New York JUdson 2-1287 
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“KOVACS ON MUSTO enemy. 


“For tho’ he spake that which lay deep in his mind and that which was nurtured and dear to his heart, his voice was as the voice of 
the nightingale in the thicket when all but a few of the dwellers therein had left, or had tuned themselves for the owl and the frog, 
and hearing neither hoot nor croak, heard not the song, therefore, they heard not... And yet there were those, blessed to the nightingaie, 
who did hear for they listened for this special melody, and it was to these that the nightinga’e sang...” (quotation from Hernias of 
Old Hungary, by Einre.) 
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Reviews of the ““Gummed Sticker Commercial” 


New York Daily News 
—Ben Gross 
. had a highly laugh- 


New York Times 
—Richard Sheppard 
. wonderfully executed 


Hollywood Reporter 
—Walter Greene 
“. . tiresome and un- 


DAILY VARIETY 
—Heim 


“Perhaps the slowest dull- 


Los Angeles Mirror News 
—Hal Humphrey 
eonducting’ of an 


“~ 


VARIETY 


— “His 


Kovacs scored his to ’ =a ehi ae ieaidaalietia P . ; 

, ith P b of est skit in many seasons.” operatic aria for gummed funny. able idea and contained ketch about the making 
nee WER te Su stickers commercial with some excellent comedy of a musical commercial ¢ 
] > wn th recor 1 _ , . . . , 
Sn. Se SerNENS Edie Adams and Louis touches ,.. he stretched for gummed Stickers, they 
of a tele-commercial, with 4 eps wag? lial, siaieule 
1aj k Ed Jourdan was the type of lL.. scored a _ hilarious  suc- 
major assist by Ldie ; 3 e7s.” ? 

7, comedy that seemed to ce*s 
Adams, Louis Jourdan ; ‘ . ; e 
disappear with Charlie 


in a fine display of slow, 


deliberate comedy.” Chaplin and the late Fred 
A21VCT Al ymecy. 


Allen.” 


“~~ 





As the program was an expositionary 


in 


Comments on the caveman “‘sketch” 2 he git? 
one, it was decided that it might best 


WA DIETY Hollywood Reporter New York Times New York Daily News ° ° 
ARIETY Pee ~-Watier Groene cine teed len iene be done without an audience . . . how- ? 
—JOS 
“On the negative side “Start was good with a “(during the caveman “cavedwellers explain- ever... e 
the discourse on caveman sequence...” skit) ...it (the show) ing ... was good en- 
the origins of music in came to a full stop. . tertainment.” New York Daily Mirror DAILY VARIETY ? 
the ¢ Ieee aa ” (The second-half hour —Bill Slocum —Helm 
the caveman days... 2 core be on . ‘ e 
was bright, stronger.)” The laughing was The crew laughed it 
supplied by the band.” up.” 


ao 





Holiywood Reporter 
—-Walter Greene 
also ‘missed on 


\ e em ee 


“That 
laughs.’ 


Words on the dance using the giant piano and giant props 


-~ 


New York Daily News Hollywood Reporter DAILY VARIETY 7 - 
ite: diana ARIETY oe iter Giese iis Fully-costumed apes and gorillas P) 
. . done with fresh- “Good ideas expressed “... smartly conceived _ (complete sentence 4 danced the highlights of Tschaikow- ¢ 
ness and originality. throughout the full dance number on large A piano was built ps a 
hor af ta te Wl piano keys.” with keys so large they sky’s “‘Swan Lake Ballet’... 


were played by danc- 


Mahoney-like dance on 
the piano keys.” 





Observations on the commercials 


ing feet.” 


VARIETY 


DAILY VARIETY 


“~d 


—Helm 
—Jose ae 
ong s ‘Gorrilla masks were 
There was another : 
; used by six balleteers 
amusing moment with 
in the Swan Lake num- e 


the rendition of ‘Swan 
Lake’ by a 
graceful 


troop of 
gorrillas.” 


ber, one of the show’s 
peaks.” 


“J 








: VARIETY DAILY VARIETY Hollywood Reporter Los Angeles Mirror New York Daily News Hollywood Reporter 
ARIETY —Helm —Walter Greene News —Ben Gross —Walter Greene 
si : : —Jose “Renault commercials “He also participated —Hal Humphrey “There was too great a “The burlesque of the ? 
; rhe Renault Dauphine were animated car- in the commercials, “The sponsor had too contrast between the Swan Lake ballet by ® 
; <7 — ste ate were toons.” plugging the Renault many commercials.” simian-like dancers and the Nairobi dancers 
‘ charming at times and Sisehies ost. ‘whith the beautiful music, (Kovacs note:?) per- P) 
; fitted into the spirit of sparkled in every in- which produced a taste- forming in ape uni- 
: the show. otenens.” less. effect.” forms was only mildly - 
i interesting.” > 
/ Ears bent to Edie Adams’ singing of Villa Lobos’ vocalese, the Bacchianas Brasileras .. . P) 
ARIETY DAILY VARIETY New York Daily News New York World Hollywood Reporter 4 
—Jose . ‘ —Helm oe : —Ben Gross Telegram : —Walter Greene 
oe) re er “Nor was the Edie Adams “Edie’s singing of the aaa —Harriet Van Horne “A lift then was given by P) 
Sion Ades vendition of shown to her usual ad- Bacchinas Brasilanas to The best interlude was Edie Adams vocalizing of 
: 4 ; vantage as a first rate cello accompaniment pre- Edie Adams singing a Villa Bach numbers’ (Kovacs e 
a mainly wordless compo- mime with a good set of sented with freshness and Lobos composition to rich note:)” against an inge- 


Heitor Viila 
the Brazilian com- 


sition ] ts t ; “eae Re 
sition by singing pipes (Kovacs originality. cello accompaniment. 
note:?), but hers was still ble of cellos enhanced by 
a high spot.” some slick photographie 


effects.” 


. nious background ensem- 
Lobos 


| @ poser.” 


“~! 





sie 


| the closing credits 


io 











| Los Angeles Mirror New York Daily News New York World 
—-Hal Humphrey —Ben Gross Telegram 
“All of this Kovacs “Even the list of cred- —Harriet Van Horne ? 
) madness was topped off its was handled in an “The closing credits, 
) with a series of non amusing manner.” by the way, were bril- ® 
GENERAL COMMENTS sequiturs run off be- liantly funny.” 
| hind final credits—such 


“J 


things as ‘Watch the 
Giant Crabs Eating the 
Friendly Natives’ and 
‘Me see Big White Iron 
Bird.’ ” 


SEE PAGE 38 
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TV-Radio Production Centres 


= Continued from page 22 











sodes in one of two new vidpic skeins to be shot at Elstree, “Fate” 
and “Have Plane, Will Fly.”. . . BBC-TV has skedded seven excerpts, 
to be aired at irregular intervals, from this season’s summer shows in 
Blackpool. First, covering Bernard Delfont’s “Show Time” at North 
Pier, is slotted for Thursday week (11) . . . Associated-Rediffusion to 
televise London's Festival Ballet’s production of Noel Coward's first 
ballet ‘London Morning” on Aug. 3 under its recently-announced link- 
up with impresario S, A, Gorlinsky .. . Journalist Terry Carroll has 
joined Southern TV as Dover editor, initial stint being to organize 
news coverage of the area to be serviced by the satellite transmitter 
at Dover. opening at the year's end. 


IN BOSTON ... 


Special “Dateline Boston’’ WHDH-TV show, “The Jazz Scene.” by 
John MeLellan with outstanding lineup of jazz musicians, Bud Free- 
man, Pee Wee Russel, Buck Clayton, Lou Carter, Vic Dickinson, Jo 
Jo Jones, produced by Virginia Bartlett, directed by Matt Connolly, 
and video taped, debuts Wednesday (3) at 6 p.m... . WBZ-TV’s Betty 
Adams and film crew in New London shooting for upcoming special 
on atomic subs ... Two more hours a week of Rex Trailer’s “ 
town” added to Sunday sked on WBZ-TV ... Marie Houlahan, pub- 
licity dir., WEEI, took part in the annual cabaret night show of the 
Advertising Club of Boston . .. Dr. Floyd Zulli’s comparative litera- 
ture series taped at WBZ-TV to be carried this month by two West- 
inghouse tv stations, KPIX, San Francisco, and KTW-TV, Cleveland 
Zulli, asso, prof. Romance languages and lit, NYU, travels to Hub 
one day a week to tape his early morning shows .. . Mary O'Farrell, 
sec. to WBZ-TV’s chief engineer Bill Hauser, engaged to Joseph Lal- 
ly, wedding set for Oct. 31... Woody Herman and orch to play for 
special hourlong dance party—‘A Party for the Vote’’—to be tele- 


300m- 


vised by WBZ-TV, in conjunction with the Mass. League of Women 
Voters, to encourage mass registration of newly eligible voters June 


11, 8-9 p.m. 


IN DETROIT... 


Shirley Eder tape interviews Lana Turner, Hermione Gingold, Far- 
ley Granger this week on WJR’'s “Composite” show Edwin K. 
Wheeier, genneral manager of WWJ-radio and tv, has been elected to 
the Adcraft Club of Detroit's Board of Directors . Inn Jeffries 
gives an assist June 15 to Shirley Eder on the latter's “Miss Shirley” 
advice-to-listener’s show on WJR .. . William Fyffe has been appoint- 
ed to the WWJ news staff .. . Dick French, WWJ disk jockey, takes 
over the late afternoon show, while Bud Haggart assumes French's 
early afternoon spot. Moves were caused by the death of Jim DeLand. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 

New general manager of Teleradio’s KFRC is Jack Thayer, ex-Cin- 
cinnati. His predecessor, Wendell Campbej!, was. named a Teleradio 
vice president . . . Crowell-Collier will change the call letters of KLX 
Oakland, to KEWB, will make Barry Simmons a newscaster, use Ted 
Randal, ex-KOBY, and Frank Bell, ex-KJBS, as deejays, and import 
other deejays .. . Gordon McLendon’s KABL, Oakland, hired Jona- 
than Schiller, ex-“good music” deejay at KEAR and KCBS, for a night- 
ly “coneert hall” show ... KYA deejay Lucky Logan (that's a house 
name for Norman Davis) started one of those stay-awake stunts last 
weekend, is aiming for 245 hours . . . KGO-TV’s Dorothy Hooker Nye, 
only woman tv director in Northern California, resigned after a dec- 
ade... Selig J. Seligman, general manager of KABC-TV, Los Angeles, 
addressed the Frisco Ad Club. . . California AP awarded KRON-TV 
a first place for its documentary, “The Lonely War,” and a se 
place for its nightly news show with George Martin. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Hank Stohl, of Ch. 2 staff, acting title role in “Man in the Dog Suit” 
at the Playhouse ... Rachel and Bill Adler, publishers of local edi- 
tion of TV Guide, to New York for the wedding of his nephew, Henry 
Greenberg, a Manhattan lawyer, to Greta Lowy, of West Orange, N.J. 
. . » Charles (Red) Donley, Ch. 9 sportscaster, elevated to vice presi- 
dency of Steubenville, O., station... Father Francis Z. Juriewiez, just 
ordained a priest, is a brother of John Juriewicz, of WWSW staff... 


cond 
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CBC Averts NABET Strike 

Ottawa, June 2 
A strike that could have crip- 
pled the elaborate plans of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to 
televise the Royal tour in June was 
settled when officials of the CBC 
reached agreement with chiefs of 
the National Assn. of Broadcast 
Employees and Technicians (Cana- 
dian Labour Congress), in Ottawa 




















| Bob Drews has joined the WCAE announcing staff for the summer 
|, ,. Mrs, Joyce Worden, secretary to Ed Horstman, of WQED, has re- 
{tired to await the stork ... Veronica Zane, former receptionist at 
| KDKA-TV, is now dancing in niteries out of Chicago under the name 
of Marianne Moore. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Roxanne Boone, formerly Mary Manning for WLAC, Nashville, and 
WISK here, joined WCCO-TV promotion department, replacing Lucy 
Cook who resigned to join the local Sullivan-Spears public relations 
firm Federal Communication Commission has under advisement 
WCCO Radio protest against interference by WNYC, New York, with 
its broadcasting of farm news. Both stations broadcast on the same 


800 kilocycles. The New York municipal station originally was sup-! 


posed to cease service at sunset, but under speeial FCC permission 
has been operating for some time into the evening hours . .. Here to 
visit the Life-Time station WTCN radio and tv, Rey E. Larsen, Time 
| publisher, addressed the Minneapolis Advertising Club on “Advertis- 
ing in an Affluent Society.” * 


{IN CLEVELAND... 


Bob Hope will do play-by-play broadcast on WERE when Indians 
meet Orioles here June 25. Hope will be in town for Cain Park stage 
stint Bill Gorden, deejay who has been missing from radio for a 
year here, on again off again with WJW for morning disk spot. Bob 
Martin, WJW pfregram director, said Gordon “wanted too many 
things.” But they’ll talk some more ... WJW-TV and WERE won the 
top tv and radio awards from the Greater Cleveland Council on Radio 
Television Ruth Allen repeats her WGAR series ‘McCall's 
Magazine Gold Mike winner) on women's health... Barbara Plummer 
back on WEWS-TV—but only briefly, as a replacement for Paige Pal- 
mer, vacationing Russ Moore, former WLOL, Minneapolis, to 
WERE as disk jockey. Bob Hagen is new WERE newsman, from Akron 

. Fred Lipp, Storveraft scripter, wrote “The Last Room,” televised 

David Niven Show” yesterday 


and 


on 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Tony Randall, Wally Cox, Thomas Mitchell and Kim Hunter berthed 
at Cherry Hill Inn for the past week. They're making a tv film in Mt 
Holly. N.J., for NBC . . . Tommy Edwards replaces Fabian on the “Hy 
Lit Show” preem (3), Fabian now slated for following week (10 
Allentown's Bill Camperson, WHOL program manager, was sole Penn- 
syivania panelist at the deejay convention in Miama WRCV-TV 
ventriloquist Lee Dexter inked to narrate ““Tubby the Tuba” at Phila- 
delphia Orchestra children’s concert (March 5)... Due to illness of 
Freeman Gesden, the first dinner dance of the Television and Radio 
Advertising Club (5) has been cancelled—to be replaced by an award 
luncheon at the Warwick, the same day. Gosden and Charles Correil 
‘(Amos ‘n’ Andy) had been slated for the club’s Liberty Bell Award. 
Walter Cronkite will accept the award for the pair... WIP’s Bob 
Menefee, who had a piece in the Broadway production, will appear in 
Say Darling” at the Camden County Music Fair 


22% Will Be Oaters 





~~ 
+ 











down, NBC will lead in westerns 
with seven hours a week, 23°% of 
its nighttime schedule. ABC is 











=a Continued from page 18 Sees ~=next with six weekly or 24%, 
aS i vhile CBS l ave ly three 
thologies are holding their own, “" CBS will have only ; 

, dul and a half hours per week of 
with seve series she or 
vith seven series scheduled. oaters. a mere 14%. 

The rising western list finds - 
Revue Productions, Warner Bros.|~ 

; — rs 49 : 3 

and Four Star Films as the top Manie S rie 
producers in the category. Revue 





has six and Four Star and Warners === Continued from page 18 Se 


have five each slated to roll. Re- | and one of the foundation trustees. 
vue’s list includes “Riverboat,” | The other trustees are Bernard G. 
“Laramie” and “Wagon Train,” Segal, RCA attorney and former 
all in the hour class, and ‘The! chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar, 
Deputy “Wells Fargo” and‘ and Isaac D. Levy, attorney and 
Whispering Smith” as half-hours. | former chairman of the board of 


Warners has “Maverick,” “Chey- | Columbia Broadcasting System. 


enne,’ “Bronco” and “Sugarfoot,” The TV spec starred many show 
all hours, and the half-hour “Law- business figures whose careers had 
man Four Star has all half- been aided by Sacks, a v.p. of both 


hours, “Black Saddle,” “Zane Grey | NBC and RCA. Among those who 


Theatre The Rifleman,” “Wanted participated were Frank Sinatra, 
—Dead or Alive’ and “Johnny Perry Como, Dinah Shore, Tony 
Ringo.” Martin, Jane Wyman, Nat (King) 

Other westerns set to go are, Cole, Kay Starr, Jack Webb, Sid 
“Wichita Town,” “Bonanza,” “The Caesar, Rosemary Clooney, Eddie | 
Rebel,” “Wyatt Earp.” “The Man: Fisher, Harry James, Danny Thom- 
from Black Hawk.” “Bat Master- as and Bob Hope. 





son,’ “The Texan,” “Rawhide,” 
“Have Gun, Will Travel” and Des Moines—The Iowa Broad- 
“Gunsmoke.” casters Association has_ elected 
As a reflection of the growing Paul Loyet of WHO and WHO-TV, 
president. Other officers elected 


concentration of program types on 


include Ken Hastie, WMT, Cedar | 


Mutual Network's 
31% Spring Upbeat 


Mutual finds spring biz on the 
upbeat compared to the same peri- 
od last season. Net racked up a 


31% increased use by sponsors of 
MBS' five-minute newscast avail- 
abilities 


Web reports that in the March, 
April, May months of this year 11 
of the 17 daily newseasts were 
sold out. For the same months last 
year only seven of these periods 
were completely sponsered, 

MBS exec v.p. Blair A. Walliser 
said that new clients were added 
to the web's spring roster, includ- 
ing Pepsi-Cola, Sinelair Oil and 
two divisions of Sterling Drug Co. 
that had never had used Mutual 
before, as well as Sea Breeze In- 
dustries 

The 31° upbeat for the three- 
month period ended in May.against 
a similar period last year. rests 
solely on the five-minut@® sews- 
casts Mutual sells nationally un- 
der its network arrangememt with 
affiliates. 








-________ | 


- Femmes in Hub 


ame Continued from page 18 Goad 





usually restricted to the evening 
or week-end hours, if broadcast at 
all, leaving the great potential 
of daytime audience with nothing 
but (Hobson's Choice) records.” 
Mrs. Earl R. Weidner, Malden, 
prexy Mass. Federation of Women’r 


Clubs, commenting on the pre- 
ponderance of rock ‘'n’ roll pro- 
grams, said: “That’s all you get 


and it’s terrible. She said her org 
is making a thorough study ef day- 
time radio 

“We have 75 young women who 
have volunteered to listen to these 
seven Greater Boston stations,” ghe 
said. “They will report their find- 
ings and we will have something 
really concrete to work on.” 

The committee is particularly 
disturbed over recent cancellations 
of local programs for housewives, 
| These include the Duncan McDon- 
|}ald show on WNAC, the Marjorie 
| Mills Show on WEZE, and the 
Louise Morgan Show on WNAC. 
Mrs. Weidner said the federation 
| had passed a resolution demanding 
that “radio stations in the fulfil- 
; ment of the public interest aspect 
of their FCC license, assign a reae 
sonable portion of their time te 
programs dedicated to the art of 
home making and family living.” 





Dallas—Austin Schneider. night 
news editor of WFAA-TV, has 
been promoted to news director. 













































































General comment on the program 


The strike by the 1,273-member the networks, fully 50° or 372 “Hs Put 
| union would have hit 22 CBC AM hours a week of prime time will oe pg I cn gg na BAGGIS" 
j and tv stations be devoted to the three top cate-| 77", ‘ Pehidecc, : vee 
Mgt. Willi Moris A ! ca ; : ie d Grau, KAYL, Storm Lake, was Vv 
illicm Morris Agency | NABET members will vote soon | S0rles, westerns, mysteries and elected to the board, aS was out- | NBc- 
| on the 30-month agreement to pro- comedy lgoing president Geo. Volger, 
—meev' Vide wage increases. On a network-by-network break-'| KWPC, Museatine. 

——— - SS oe -— a 
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New York Times 
—Richard Sheppard 
“Ernie Kovacs brought 


a welcome touch of 
whimsy ... it had the 
virtue of not taking 


itself seriously and of 
being pleasantly off- 
ee 








New York World 
Telegram 

—Harriet Van Horne 
. . Show was, not to 

put too fine a point on 

it, generally awful, but 


_ awful in an interesting 


way.” (Kovacs note:?) 


Los Angeles Mirror 
News 

Hal Hur 
: Ernie 
guests did an 
and oft-times hilarious 
show , . a healthy 
disdain on Ernie's part 
for the things which 
networks and produc- 
ers have raised to a 
status of phoney sanc- 
tity. It is refreshing 
and funny to see a man 
tweak the noses of 
sacred cows. Too much 
of our comedy today 
is overprepared. It is 
almost as if it were 
rolling off an assem- 
bly line, polished and 
perfect but not very 
funny.” 


uphrey 
and _ his 
amusing 


VARIETY 


—VJose 
“Kovacs had some ex- 
cellent ideas in this 
show which he _ pro- 
duced and wrote...the 
Kovacs display com- 


prised a _ worthwhile 
experiment. There were 
moments of utter fail- 
ure, but at least the 
man is willing to take 
a chance upon occa- 
sion, a quality lacking 
in most aspects of the 
medium.” 


DAILY VARIETY 
—Helm 
“This was the longest 
reach in television for 
something new and dif- 
ferent in comedy.” 


“Give me a typewriter and a proper-fulcrum and I will move the world.”—Archimedes ... 











New York Daily News 

—Ben Gross 
“Ernie Kovacs’ is an 
outstanding comedian, 
As demonstrated by 
this show which he 
wrote himself, he is 
blessed with an adult 
and wry sense of com- 


edy ....but he certain- 

ly needs that blue pen- 

cil.” 
a 
j 
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39 full television hours —tape or film. Now available on a local market basis. 
Rating proved, sponsor proved action, plus a price no station can afford to — 
pass up. You just can’t lose! For full details contact Russell Arnett today. 
ARCO FEATURES, INC. 516 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 36, N.Y., MU 2-4777 














dustry-supported organization for 
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1 tv's detractors.” And though it’s 
not an integral part of the in-| VGh appe (] sed- A 
urchilliana | 0 S 


Canada Radio-TV Primps For 
Royal Visit; New Link to Nfld. 


Ottawa, June 2. 

Completion of the final link (to | 
Newfoundland) in its national} 
microwave television web will al- 

the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. to up coverage of the six-} 
week tour of Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince Philip, teeing June 18 from 
lorbay airport in Nfld. Royal tour 
»verage, both video and AM, will 
live wherever possible, plus 
and filmed sections where 
ecessary and more effective. | 

The tour will be the first airer 
carried by the new web link from 
Newfoundland, 

Most elaborate tv-radio setup | 
will cover the official opening of 
t St. Lawrence seaway by the 
Queen and President Eisenhower, 
June 26 CBC has secured extra 
equipment, including a portable 
radio-frequency camera. 

U. S. television and radio will 
cover some events via CBC and the 
orporation’s international (short- 
wave) service will air the tour in 
16 languages. 

Thom Benson, CBC staffer, 
directing planning and co-ordina- 

yn, assisted by Liston MclIlhagga 
of Winnipeg and William Bolt of 
loronto. Joy Davies will hanale 
fashion commentary. 

Events scheduled for network 
coverage include June 23 arrival at 
Quebec City, June 30 running of 
Queen's Plate at Toronto; July 9 
Calgary Stampede; July 16 Indian 
ceremonies in British Columbia, 
July 30 harness races in Prince Ed- 
ward Island, Aug. 1 presentation of 
Queen's colors to the Royal Cana- 
dian Navy at Halifax, July 1 ad- 
dress to the nation and unveiling 
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NOTEWORTHIES 


Jimmy Dean Show, CBS-TV 
Singing Jingles 
Mgmt. ROMAR ENT. ‘PL 77-5980 
EVERY DAY 


ON EVERY CHANNEL 


\BROOKS 
COSTUMES 


3 Wert dist $1., N_Y.C.- Tel. PL. 7-5800 









































'NBC wants 





forces, both in Ottawa; others. 
Tour coverage, both radio and 
video, will be in French as well as 
English. 
CBC will spice the various shows 
by using w.k. names such as Lorne 
Greene, Christopher Plummer, 


son Davies, Harry Truman (on 
tape), others. CBC plans on using 
more than 600 staffers in the over- 
all airing of the Royal tour. 


A More ‘Live’ TV 


Continued @rom page 
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actually, to label all the new live 
60 and 90-minute stanzas as spe- 
cials, since both NBC and CBS 
have scheduled many of them in 
regular weekly slots. But whether 
they are called special non-specials 


or special specials, they account 
for something like 7 or 8° of the 
3,400 nighttime hours the three 
networks eat up each year. This 


is an improvement of considerable 
proportion over past years, bring- 
ing all of live tv programming up 
to nearly half of ail tv's 
hours, according to one estimate. 
the big mames (see 
separate story) to do originals for 
the Sunday 8 p.m. lineup of one 
hour dramas, to recreate the at- 
mosphere and excitement that 
existed in the old “Philco Play- 
house.”” CBS can use them in sev- 
eral of its new big programs, and 
the climate now is such that Pad- 
dy Chayefsky and others, out of it 
for so long now, are seriously 
weighing a return . 

As good as it money for 
writers still cannot compare to 
the cash available for a screenplay 
so the networks are pitching the in 
triguing aspects of the return of 
original tv dramatics. And, more- 
over, many scribes—whether right 
or wrong—feel live tv means chal- 
lenging tv, which for them is not so 
of film. 

To AFTRAas, the unionites who 
have jurisdiction in live and taped 
| programming, the 250-odd specials 
for 1959-60 mean new wealth. For 
years, the heavy program payments 
have been made to Screen Actors 
Guild for film shows. But one 
live production shop just by itself 
|reports that it will be paying over 
$1,000,000 more next season in 
actors fees, because of the 15 or 
20 new one-shots it is going to do 

Whether the entertainment 
aspects of the new surge to live 
tv will satisfy 
watchdogs cannot reasonably be 
forejudged, but CBS, among other 
motivations, obviously hopes that 
the new season’s schedule of 12 
prime time news specials will alle- 
viate the D. C. problem. (NBC is 
also scheduling them). On the 
surface, Washington has been com- 
plaining about ratings and option 
time but it has also shown, perhaps 
less adamantly, more profound re- 
gard for the content of tv network 
programs. 

Live programmatics are also the 
| outgrowth, it is believed, of the 
dread the broadcasters fee! for 


is, 


|}of memorial to Commonwealth air | 


| Leonard W. Brockington, Robert- | 


} 
i 
| 


prime | 


the Washington | 


a new “tv image,” the more, the 
bigger and the possibly better live 
program schemes for 1959-60 are 
obviously meant in part to coun- 
teract the medium’s detractors; so 
many of the specials were an- 
nounced after recent unfavorable 
incidents 


Live TV Rasslin 
In Chi Comeback 


9 


Chicago, June 2. 

And again the grapplers are try- 
ing for a comeback on local tv 
channels 

In a deal that has the approval 
of the Illinois Athletic Commis- 
sion, WBB -TV will card live 
rassling matches in its studios this 


summe on Saturday afternoons 
commencing June 20. The grunt- 
and-groaners will go on at 3 p.m., 
a time which presumably follows 
any normal length ballgame tele- 


cast on WGN-TV, giving the sports 


buffs a continuum of athletics on 
Saturdays 

National Boxing Enterprises 
Inc., a subsidiary of the Chicago 
Stadium Corp., is setting up the 
matches and will handle _ the 
tickets. WBBM-TV toppers feel 


that the immediacy of live wrest- 
ling, especially when it’s shot un- 
der ideal studio conditions, can 
bring the sport back on tv. 

Of late there have been a cou- 
e of grappler shows on compet- 
but they have been 
programs slotted at odd 
usually as filler 


stations, 


Station Buy With Hansen 


Jack Sterling, vet WCBS Radio 
performer, and Carroll Hansen, 
coordinator of programs for CBS 
Radio O&O outlets, purchased ra- 
dio stat KMYC-AM-FM in the 
Marysville-Yuba City area of Cali- 
fornia 

Station is 5,000 watter about 75 
miles north of Sacramento and 
for 20 years was under operation 
of Marysville-Yuba City Broad- 
casters headed by H. E. Thomas. 

Hansen reportedly will give up 
his present post to manage indie 
station KMYC. Sterling will con- 
tinue, as in the past, to do his 
Monday through Saturday WCBS 
Radio shows. Both will have equal 
financial interest in the station. 

Sale is subject to FCC approval. 


on 


Admiral’s Color Sets 


Chicago, June 2. 

Admiral Radio Corp. announced 
it will go full steam on color tv 
this fall, joining in RCA’s lone ef- 
fort to promote video with tint in- 
gredient. Admiral had manufac- 
tured color sets some years ago 
but withdrew from market until 
color was perfected and tint pro- 
gramming improved, a spokesman 
said 

Company said it is in production 
with full line of sets and that it 
has developed a completely tran- 
sistorized 17-inch portable but 
won't go into production until 
transistor prices come down 
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| full colonel on General Eisenhow- 
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ontinued from page | jee 
Metrotone News, a subsidiary of 
MGM and the Hearst newspaper 


chain. I oduction of the C hurchill 


ats sae # | Boston, June 2. 
series will be at Hearst Metrotone. | Closed circuit tv is being used 
to his present position Le . -* 


was editor-in-chief and to nab shoplifters in Hub dept. 
é > ,.... | Stores where boosters are lifting 
v.p. of Pathe News between $3 1 $5 milli aie 
During the war, age 26, he was a c : = . ore werth 
° of goods a year, storedicks esti- 
mate, along with new electronic 
gadgets. One store has Sherlocks 
receiving messages from a moni- 
toring station on lapel radios. 
The closed circuit tv pokes into 
| corners and nabs boosters who hid 
inside stores until closing time. 
| Along with tv, Jordan Marsh Co. 
has two Doberman  Pinchers 
trained to detect smoke, dripping 
water and shoplifters after hours. 
James H. Fairclough Jr., veep 
of personnel for Jordans, says the 
$3 to $5 million for Hub dept. and 
specialty stores is conservative. 


$1,500,000 SALES 


er’s staff in charge of the Allied 
commander’s public relations. It 
was at that time that he came to 
know Churchili, Le Vien also is a 
crack cameraman and has an ex- 
tensive knowledge of historical 
newsfilm and where and how it 
can found. 

Story is that Churchill has had 
many film offers for his memoirs, 
including several juicy bids from | 
Britain, but that he always hele 
off. One of the reasons for the 
choice of Le Vien is sald to be the 
latte “documentary” approach 
and his familiarity with the loca- 
tion of newsfilm footage. 


The only comparable project on 


be 





tv has been “Crusade in Europe,” FOR B b DIO 

based on the Eisenhower account C \) A 

of World War II. The Churchill CBS Radio racked up a hefty 

memoirs, while taking in the war, | chunk of biz to the tune of $1,500.- 

of course, span some 60 years. 000, in the past few days. Biggest 
Queried, Le Vien said that, sc | purchases came from Chevrolet, 

far, there have been no discussions , Ex-Lax, Tetley Tea and Oldsmo- 


bile. 

Chevrolet renewed its five-min- 
ute news programs each weekend; 
Ex-Lax bought a flock of weekly 
j}units of daytime soapers;. Tetley 
Tea obtained five-minute units per 


for use of the memoirs in the the- 
atrical motion picture. However, 
fre said, such a film may very well 
'< made provided the right pres- 
entation formuia can be found.) 











} uct to tv might well kill whatever | 





week for 52 weeks and Oldsmobile 
jordered the Monday-through-Fri- 
|day “Doug Edwards Business 
News” starting next week. 

| Other biz came from Hastings 
quite a | Manufacturing Co. for Casite and 
which | Hudson Vitamin Products Corp. 


O’Seas Pix For TV 


=—_——__—- Continued from page 1 


Already, 
foreign films, 
never got much exposure in the 
theatres, have been seen on the 
air by many more people than ever 
watched them theatrically. 
the added factor that 
dubbing, which is constantly im- 
proving, is much less of a disturb- 
ing factor on tv than it’s on the 
large theatre screen. 

While a great many people do 
believe that the American post- 
48s will eventually go on tv, they | 


———__ 
time passes. 


number of 





| 

| Des Moines—Dean Naven, radio 
station KMA, Shenandoah, has 
been elected president of the Iowa 
Radio-Television-News Association. 
He succeeds Dick Petrik of KOEL, 
Oelwein, who becomes a director. 


There's 











10th Annual 
WHITE MOUNTAINS’ 
FESTIVAL of the 7 ARTS 


also feel that the companies won’t July 3rd to 20th 
swamp the air again the way they SKY HIGH In the 
did with the pre-’48 releases. Rea- | WHITE MOUNTAINS 


son for this is (1) the producers 
know they can’t get as much} 
money out of the post-'48s as 
they did out of the pre-'48s be- | 
cause they'll have to share the | 
loot with the unions and guilds, and 
(2) the companies are aware that | 
the indiscriminate relase of prod- 
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theatrical market they’ve got left. | Information: Walter Jacobse 











Philadelphia—Bill Wright, one 
of the leading noisemakers on 
WIBG, town’s leading rock 'n roll 
Station, was named an honorary 
member of the Noise Abatement | 

‘eek Committee. Wright's citation 
was made for his part in drawing | a ie. oe oo oo. Se 


H + 
attention to the need for more | P.O. on Gee ee 2-339 
quiet 


RIVER PROPERTY 
WILTON - WESTPORT 


Weathered barn siding lends special 
interest to this charming party house: 
Studio LR; Den; 3 Brms.; 2 bathe 
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Disk Jockeys As ‘Characters 


Miami Beach, June 2 


Harold E. Fellows, President of National Assn. of Broadcasters, 


said last week that a few disk jockeys are so intent on 


“project- 


ing themselves as characters” over the air that they lose sight of 
their responsibilities to their stations. 
In a speech prepared for the Second Annual Programming Sem- 


inar & Disk Jockey Convention here, Fellows stressed the 
responsibility that disk jockeys bear. Noting that 
“sit beside a disk jockey and check every- 
Fellows explained: 


. what terrifying” 
station manager can't 
thing he’s going to say.” 


“some- 


“There are important hours cf the day, when you alone are in 
direct communion, with most of the citizens of the United States, 
and upon you aléne—in your comportment and judgment—de- 
pends the reputation of the entire American system of broadcast- 


ing. 


“I cannot say to you in a word, or in an arrangement of words, 
how needful it is that you be aware of this great challenge to our 
integrity and decency and good judgment.” 

The disk jockey’s responsibility, he added, runs not only to his 


audience but to his station. 


“Sometimes, 


” Fellows went on, “I 


believe that this basic consideration is overlooked by a few of our 


disk jockeys. 


They become so intent upon projecting themselves as characters, 
if you will, or as dominant or influential figures on the local scene 
that they fail to remember that they are but a part of this over- 
all and comprehensive effort that comprises a thing we call a 


broadcasting station.” 











Cincy's Coney Island Pacts String 
Of Name Orchs, Teen-Slanted Talent 


a 





Cincinnati, June 2. 
Another parade of name bands 
for the new season at Coney 
Island's Moonlite Gardens main- 
tains its top ranking among sum- 

mer dance spots in this area. 
Edward L. Schott, president and 
general manager of Cincy’s class 
amusement park, is sticking to the 
Wednesday through Saturday 
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Roosevelt ‘Fed Up’ 


Washington, June 2 
Rep. James Roosevelt ‘(D- 
Calif.) today (Tues.' said he's 
“fed up” with Justice Dept. 
Antitrust Division's delay in 
completing a new ASCAP de- 
cree. Negotiations have been 








night. schedule of operation for underway for one year 
Moonlite Gardens inaugurated last Roosevelt, back from Coast 
year. Clyde Trask, veteran local trip, said he may schedule 
maestro, continues as booker of hearings before his House 
bands, including his own, which} Smali Business Subcommittee 
is among Cincy combos that fill] within about 10 days, calling 
in between road units. antitrust officials to the Capi- 
Warren Covington’s Tommy tol to answer questions about 
Dorsey orch. June 24-27, kicks off cause of delay. He is also con- 
the schedule of visitors. Th n| sidering a House speech on 
Johnny Long, July 8-11; Lee| foot-dragging. 
Castle's Jimmy Dorsey orch, July 
22- “_" Ralph Flanagan, July 29- : 
Aug. 1: Les Brown, Aug. 5-8; Ralph Hy 
ln Aa Aug. 19-22, and Stan} oimes utonomy 
Kenton, Aug. 26-29. Marterie set | 
the attendance record in 1953 with | 
Cincy bands _ include enced On Cub & Metro 
James, Buddy Rogers and B 
Rapp. Also a local array batonned | Leroy Holmes, manager of ar- 
by Burt Farber, June 3-6. Farber | tists g@ repertoire for the MGM 


as a director at Crosley’s WLW 
and headed an orch at the swank 
Net herland Plaza here years back. | 

The Four Freshmen supplement 
the Trask band Aug. 12-15. Teen- 
agers will have special flings on 
four Tuesday nights with cuch 
bookings as Fabian, Dale Wright, 
Frankie Avalon, and Tommy 
Sands. Bob Braub, WLW and 
WLW-TV deejay, is emcee for the 
juve sessions. 

Femmes are admitted free on 
Thursdays. Gate is $1.25 week- 
rig and $1.50 Saturdays for 
name bands. 


v 


ts 





‘Beat Generation’ Goes 
From Dot to Hanover 


Jack Kerouac’s “Poetry for the 


Beat Generation,” pulled off the 
market by Dot Records, wili go 
back into circulation via the 
Hanover label. The disk was cut 


by Bob Thiele, then veepee at Dot 


but was 


and now Hanover prexy, 

taken out of release by Dot prez 
tandy Wood who sae portions 
of it “offensive.” 


label, the LP was owned by Thiele 
and Steve Allen, who piano-ac- 
comps Kerouac’s readings. Allen, | 


incidentally, has an interest in the 





Hanover firm with Thiele. 
Werner Muller in U.S. 
rner Muller, German orch 
lenuer, is due in New York today 


(Wed.) on his first trip to the U.S. | 
He will be the guest of RCA Vic-! 


tor which releases his disks here 


via its tie with German Decca. 
Herbert Grenzebach, German 
Decca's artists & repertoire chief, 


and Steve Sholes, Victor’s a&r boss, 
have just produced a stereo set 
with Muller. 


|subsid labels, Cub and Metro, has 
been given broader powers in di- 
recting the two lines. Under the 
new arrangement, he will manage 
both labels as completely inde- 
pendent companies, with authority 
to appoint his own sa’es staff and 
personally supervise the distribu- 
tor organizations. 

In this connection, Holmes has 
appointed Ed Kleinbaum as sales 
manager for both companies. 
Kleinbaum was formerly associat- 
ed with Sterling Records distrib- 
utors who handle the MGM line 


'in Cleveland. 
In addition to his business activi- | 


Although it was cut for the Dot 


ties with Cub and Metro, Holmes 
will continue to record under his 
own name for MGM Records, to 
which he is under contract as an 








“ALBUMS ic DOP fs | Summer's Near & So Are Cut Rates 
CHNGLES ROP For Dealers, Distribs By RCA, Roulette 


The indie labels, which have 


been swinging high and mighty | 


for the past few years, are being 


clipped by the decline in the disk | 


biz since the beginning of this 
year. The sale of single records 


has dropped off sharply and some | 


of the smaller companies, which 
expanded during “the era of the 


indies, are now finding it difficult | 
The basic | 


to pull in their horns. 
overhead has gone up, but the take 
is down. 

The major companies, meantime, 


fare in a solid position due to their 


| packaged goods factor. 


| 


| big single hit, 


| 


|}to the 1,000,000 marker, 


across-the-board product. Accord- 
ing to royalty statements to pub- 
lishers for the first quarter of this 
year, the major’s sales are holding 
up firmly in comparison with last 
year. Columbia Records, in fact, 
shelled out a peak total to pub- 
lishers for that period, indicating 
that biz is climbing for that com- 


| pany. 


The majors, who may not have 
been producing the single hits in 
the same proportion 2 the indies, 
now find their “bigress” paying 
off via their steady accumulatio: 
of pop and longhair album cata- 
logs. Single hits are so much gravy 
to them, but their basic operation 
depends upon the more consistent 


The majors, moreover, 
been in a position to capitalize on 
; the general consumer inierest in 
| stereo. Stereo, thus far, has had 
no impact on the singles biz and 
| probably won't in the foreseeable 
future. Hence, the indie compa- 
nies, shooting exclusively for the 
have had no share 
in this market. 

The sales of individual single 
hits, moreover, has been falling. 
The top singles, which would climb 
are no- 


| where near that figure these days, 


/ the rock ’n’ roll hits may 


artist. As manager of Cub and Met- | 


ro, Holmes reports directly to Ar- 


nold Maxin, MGM prexy. 


Freddy Parker Tapped 
By Stearns’ Music Cos. 


Freddy Parker has joined Julie 
Stearns’ newly formed publishing- 
management firms. Parker, who re- 
cently ran his own management op- 
eration, will assist Stearns in 
prowling for material and talent as 
well as setting recordings. 

Meantime, Stearns has set up a 
wholly-owned publishing firm in 
England to be known as Julian 
Stearns Ltd. He's currently work- 
ing out deals with publishers on 
the Continent for tie-ins. Firms in 





Stearns’ orbit are Lorob and Arena | 


Music. 





Gil Breines, N. Y. 


| 


drummer, for- | 
| merly with the Chicago Symphony, 


playing with Goldman Band cand 


summer, 


except for occasional spectacular 
smashes. The ephemeral nature of 
be re- 
sponsible for the sales decline, 
since it becomes difficult to con- 
centrate heavy sales in an eight- 
to-10-week period where formerly 
a hit stayed up twice as long. 
Another dampening factor has 
been scribed to the “To 40” for- 
mats. One disk exec explained 
why kids are no longer buying the 
hits: “They can hear them as often 
as they want around the clock on 
any point of the radio dial.” He 
saw a relationship between the 
booming sales in pocket-sized 
transistory radios and the decline 
in disk sales. The kids are buying 
the radios by. saving money they 
would have spent on records. 


have 





* The campaigns to beat the sum- 

mer sales doldrums have begun. 

Werner UAR Prod. Head First off is RCA Victor with « 
Ernest Werner, formerly with | “Surprise Package” plan which 
Vox Records, is heading produc- | puts a selected number of LPs on 


tion of albums for United Artists 
Records. 


In addition to planning the cov- 
ers and packaging, he's also acting 
as consultant on classical music. 


Mexico, U.S. Talk 


Swap on Orchs 


Mexico City, June 2. 

The Mexican Musicians Union is 
disposed to sign an agreement with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, on a reciprocal basis, with 
only one condition: that a Mexican 
orchestra be the first to initiate a 
tour in the U.S 

Ruben Rodriguez, representing 
the Federation, here dickering 
for the »act. He has heen holding 
talks with top musicians, including 
Mexican union heads Juan Jose 
Osorio and Francisco Montes. 


is 


While nothing concrete has yet | 


come out of all the talks an agree- 
ment may not be far off. This 
would permit the “Magic Violins” 
unit to inaugurate a 
U. S. However, local commitments 
have the violin unit, directed by 
pianist Roberto Perez Vazquez, 
sewn up for three months. After 


that, according to a contract with 
Frank Fouce, the Magic Violins 
are slated to appear in Los An- 


geles and New York. 

First American unit to appear in 
Mexico, Rodriguez said, will be 
Stan Kenton’s orch. After that, a 
steady reciprocal exchange is ex- 
pected, provided, of course. that 
no hitch occurs. 





Frank Music Acquires 
Off-B’way ‘Willy Nilly’ 

Frank Music has picked up the 
publishing rights to the off-Broad- 
way production “Dr. Willy Nilly” 
for its Saunders Publications sub- 
sid. The music was written by 
Pembroke Davenport and _ the 
lyrics by Edward Eager 

The production, which opens at 
the Barbizon Plaza Theatre to- 
morrow (Thurs.), is an adaptation 
of the Moliere play, “Doctor in 
Spite of Himself.” 








Helicopters, Hams & Highlights 


(At the Disk Jockey Convention) 








Miami Beach, June 2. 


Todd Storz, head of the radio chain sponsoring the second annual 
deejay convention, and his staff once again handled the administra- 


tion details with flawless 
handled sm@othly and speedily 


efficiency. Over 2,600 registrations were 
in the Americana Hotei lobby. 


Heli- 


copter servigée was supplied by the Storz chain for VIP guests while 
ABC-Paramount Records provided auto shuttle service for the jock- 


eys to and from the airport. 
+ 


” 


The only snafu in the schedule took place at the Saturday night (30) 
all-star show when several names were bumped off the layout due to 


the overlong running time. That 
names who insisted on staying on 


was the fault of some major disk 
for at least a half-hour. At 1 a.m., 


Sunday morning, Roulette Records insisted in starting its own show 

with Count Basie since it had scheduled a recording session. Basie was 

| Swinging till 6 a.m. to the jitterbugging of the jocks and their partners. 
* * > 


Longstanding rumor that Bill Stewart, 


program chief for the Todd 


Storz chain, was being tapped to move over to an exec post with the 


Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp. 


eral names being considered for a 
Broadcasting, which operates 


was revived again during the con- 
vention. A Met spokesman in New York declared that one 
was held with Stewart several weeks ago and that he was one of sev- | 
top management spot. Metropolitan 
WNEW in 
land, and WTTG-TV in Washington, 
to a Storz-type formula operation, 

” oa 


New York, KYW in Cleve- 
does not, in any case, plan to switch 
the Met spokesman stated. 

- 


Hugo & Luigi, RCA Victor producers, hired a plane to fly across 


Miami Beach with the s'gn: 
of Planetary Music, 
followup plane with sign reading: 


“Hugo & Luigi Say Thanks.” 
and Goldie Goldmark, 
“You're welcome, Goldie & Phil.” 


Phil Kahl, 
of Sheldon Music, hired a 


(Continued on page 48) 


tour of the | 


conversation | 


the market at $1.49. 

The Victor program is offering 
dealers a pre-packaged assortment 
of 24 monaural LPs and one stereo 
| album at a cost of $1.04 per album. 
| The dealer cost for the package of 
|25 albums will be $26. Assortment 
will include LPs in the pop and 
classical field. Leader in the pop 
category is the original cast album 
of “Say Darling.” 

Also in the pitch for bigger biz 
is Roulette Records which has set 
up a “dealer club” operation. The 
Roulette program calls for dealers 
to buy one copy of each new album 
release at a cost, to them, of $1.40 


monaural and $1.95 stereo, includ- 
ing all shipping charges. The 
dealer, in turn, may sell the al- 


bums at the regular price of $3.98 
monaural and $4.98 stereo. 

According to Morris Levy, 
lette prez, the plan is aimed at 
giving the dealer opportunity of 
determining the sales potential of 
the albums in advance of buying 
at the regular price. 


‘Battle ef Chavez Ravine’ 
Being Foucht Out Again 
In Pair of Disk Versions 


Hollywood, June 2. 

The recording industry, known 
to wax the fat off past historical 
batiles—e.g., the current disclick, 
The Battle of New Orleans”’—is 
even out to cash in on the smaller 
, Skirmishes. 

Here in Los Angeles, with the 
ashes still glowing. brightly from 
the recent Arechigas family held- 
out in Chavez Ravine, spot of the 
future L. A. Dodgers Ballpark and 
L.A. Recreation Center, two indie 
| recording camvanies have released 
| platters on “The Battle of Chavez 
| Ravine.” 

One disk, while similar to the 
other in meaning. is tagged “The 
Ballad of Chevez Ravine.” It's just 
a toss-of-the-coin as to whether 
one prefers the Sherri Records ver- 
sion cut by Homer Escamilla or 
the Peerless biscuit with the Villa 
Bros. Latter’s lyrics are much 
stronger and take a wallon at L. A. 
Mayor Poulson, City Hall and the 
sheriff 

As of now. the majority of radio 
outlets in this area are bypassing 
the spinning of the “Chavez” disks 
on various grounds. Seme of the 
stations claim the recordings are 
too political, while others say 
they’re not uv to the standards of 
good programming. Stations ban- 
ning the dicks include KABC, 
KDAY. KHJ, KLAC, KGFJ, KMPC 
and KFWR. 

Irv Phillips. general manager of 
KDAY. remarked that he wouldn't 
inlay “Chavez” becruse one set of 
lyrics mentioned the word “tele- 
vision.” But he went on to say 
that if the city fathers want to 
take advantace of the services of 
KDAY’s music devartment and cut 
a counter-tune—the station would 
be clad to snin both versions. 

Mavor Poulson, when contacted 
as to his reactions on the “Chavez” 
disks. said “no comment.” Dur- 
ing the hot controversial issue of 
the Arechigas in the Ravine, when 
they refused ™ budge on the 
grounds thet they wanted more 
coin from the citv for their land, 
the mayor chareed that the whole 
thing was a dramatic put-up job 
envineered hy the onvonents of the 
| ballpark. It was later found that 
| the Arechi¢as were the owners of 
10 homes throu7hovt Los Angeles. 


Rou- 





NEW “APO! 1 .O DISTRIBS 


Apollo Records has reshuffled 
its distributor setun. Now han- 


dling the line are Leonard Smith, 
Albany: Garmisca & Co., Milwau- 
kee; Great Western. Salt Lake 
City; Music Seles, Memphis, and 
Don Dumont. Boston. 

With apnvointment of the new 
| distribs, label is now represented 
jin 37 markets. 
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Marty Rebbins (Columbia): 
“LAST NIGHT ABOUT THIS 
TIME” (Marty's Music*) has a fine 
rhythmic beat which Marty Rob- 
bins makes acceptable for the 
spinning rounds. “CAP AND 
GOWN” (Aberbach*) dresses up a 


fair tune in an okay beat netting 
only fair results. 

Kalin Twins (Decca): “MOODY” 
Sheldon’) sets up an instrumental 
and vocal mood with the kind of 
flair that keeps the jean set inter- 
ested ‘SWEET SUGAR LIPS” 
\cuff-Rose*) perks along at a nif- 
ty vocal pace that will win it a good 
share of the spins. 


Frankie Calen (NRC): 


FACE” (Beechwood*) is a slick 
rocker that could step out ahead 
of the competition. “DOUBLE 
DATE” (Ardmore?) plays up to 


teenage listeners with a simple ly- 


ric and melodic strain. 

Roger Smith (Warner Bros.) 
“BEACH TIME" (Music World?) 
works shuffle ae for 


up a cute 


~ Best 


ART MOONEY ORCH 
6) SP eee eee ee ora cree 


Art Mooney orch’s “Smile 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 


(Miller*) features an inter- 


“ANGEL | 


(Bourne* 








LOVE” 
esting blues pattern. Both tunes 
are from 20th’s “I MOBSTER.” 
Larry Ellis (Dale): “A 
THAT USED TO BE” (Republic? 


is a teen-pegged rocker that will; 


win some interest. “I KNOW THIS 
PLACE” (Republic*) follows 
slow rocking mood along familiar 
lines. 

Ronnie Height (Era): “IT’S 
THAT EASY” (Pattern*) has a cute 
vocal and rhythmic appeal that 
will be particularly attractive to 
the younger set. “PORTRAIT OF 
LINDA” (Pattern*) is another soft- 
styled vocal that will help Height 
move into the pop sweepstakes. 

Little Richard (Specialty 
“SHAKE A HAND” (Angel?) grips 
the gospel groove with the sort of 
impact that’s particularly effec- 
tive with those who go for the big 
blues shout. “ALL NIGHT LONG” 
(Venice*) is a typical rocker blast- 
ed out in orthodox r'n'r manner 

The 4 Beaus (Todd “PART 


Bets 





SMILE 


Art Mooney’s Theme 
) is a natural for a big pay 


off because of the sclid beat that fits into current jock & juke de- 


mands. “Art Mooney'’s Theme” 
tious orchestral and choral lines 
* 


FRANK SINATRA 
(Capitol) 
Frank Sinatra's 
hearted lil 
surefire spinning appeal. “All 
likablé item in the ballad groove 
Stmatra’s upcoming “Hole In The 
* 


“High Hopes” 


JESSE BLEVEN 
(RCA Victor) 


Jesse Bleven’s “It Could’v 
intriguing blues pattern that’s rocaliz 
ter. “Here’s A Heart” (Fairway 


Jesse Bleven to warm up to. 


o 


ROBERT CHAUVIGNY........ 


(Top Rank) 

Robert Chauvigny’s 
is a sock 
imerican Pisapoe mood. 
s ng with 


NEWPORT YOUTH BAND... 
(C oral) Ree ee ee ey pee 
The Newport Youth Band’s 


Brow ) awa tornorch terping 

t's hard to resist. 

a rocking beat that n 
* 


i wit) 


JACKIE WILSON.... 


(Sunrise?) 


(Maraville* 
ter in which an exhuberant youthful choral group builds 


e Been Worse’ 


“French Rock 
instrumental ia which the 
“The Bottle 
interesting sound equipment 


“Rock Bottom’ 


1y be 


is built along preten- 


HIGH HOPES 


All My Tomorrows 
) is a catching, light- 


My Tomecrrows” (Maraville*) is a 
Both tunes, incidentally are from 
Head” pic 


+ 


IT COULD’VE BEEN WORSE 


° 
Here's a Heart 
(Korwin*) features a 
‘d into a natural money it 


sets up a neat ballad mood { 


* 


.FRENCH ROCK °N WALTZ 
ee ere The Bottle Hymn 

’n Weitz” Salabert 
French touch is brought to an 
H ymn” (Music 


(Editions 
Maestros 


= 


.CHA-CHA FOR JUDY 
Rock Bottom 


Cha-Cl Fo Judy” Marshal 
via a solid hip-swinging b 
Marshcll Brown*) drives f 
okay for the juke trade 


IIE tage otra mineuoas Ne eaoa Si ee oe Oe Ask 
Jackie Wi'son’s “I'll Be Satisfied” (Pearl has enough roc J 
sion to give it a strone whirl on the jock & juke turntable 
“Ask” (Allied*) is an inspiraticna!l rocker to which Wilson brings 
a dramatic reading. 
- * 
RE, PROOEED scien os a eretpewenrs TO A SOLDIER BOY 
Re Peer eee ere ee The Boy for Me 
The Tassels’ “To A Scldier Bey” (Moaument*) has the rockiug 


ballad form 
the teenage audience 
For Me” (Monument* 


REG OWEN ORCH 
(Palette) 
Reg Owen Orch’'s 


“Ginchy” 


diac 


for added juke appeal. 


along with @ messaqe, 

just what they u 

) is a likable swinger that plays well in jukes. 
- 


(Zodiac 
strumental that’s headed for top spins on all ievels. 
) is a lighthetrted insirum ental with an offbeat kazoo sound 


a beat and a recitation to give 
ant in a record. “The Boy 


Ned Ge Scale ewe eee GINCHY 


Se eieos Kazoo 
) is a solidly built swinging 
“Kaz »0"" ) 








summer season appeal. 


posure on the “77 Sunset Strip” 


tv’er will help the plays. “CUD- | 
DLE UP A LITTLE CLOSER" 
(Witmark*) gathers no new inter- 
est in this treatment. 

Ralph Young (Everest): “PIER 
34 Marvelle} ) slams across an ex- 
citing beat with a forceful voca! in 


the folk groove. “SILVER DOL- 
LAR COUNTRY” (Nationwide?) 
banks on a western motif for its 
appeal and develops okay interest. 

Perry Botkin (Decca): 
ECUTIONER THEME” —(Long- 
ridge*) is an interesting therfe that 
will pick up spins because of Bot- 
kin’s plunking. “WALTZ OF THE 
HUNTER” (Longridge*) is built on 
a pleasing waltz base 


Jack Scott (Carlton): “THE WAY 


! WALK” (Starfire*) sways with a 
likable beat and Scott’s vocal 
makes it go places “MIDGIE” 


Starfire*) is a rocking blues that 
ild get by in some juke areas. 
Morgana King (20th-Fox): 


GIVE ME LOVE” (Miller*) is an 
average ballad that will have 
trouble in current markct. “LOST, 


LONELY, 


Smith’s ex- | 


|/comes across with a peppy 


| areas. 
“THE EX- | 
| despite this treatment 


|THE NIGHT” 


AND LOOKING FOR' 


NERS IN PARADISE” (Commer- 
cial-Amber*) is a distant cousin to 


“Strangers in Paradise” but not 
so. effective. ‘TIGHT SHOES 
(Commercial-Amber*) fits into a 


noisy rocking groove that gets oc- 
casional spins. 

Ganimian & His Orientals (Atco 
“COME WITH ME TO THE CAS- 
BAH” (Monument - Progressive 
Orien- 
tal motif that could score in some 
‘MY FUNNY VALENTINE” 
Chappell*) will remain a standard 


The Four Esquires (Paris): “ACT 
YOUR AFE” (Greta+) reworks the 
“too young teener” theme via some 
nice melodic patterns. “SO ENDS 
(Jack Gold*) is a 
big ballad affair that doesn’t carry 
enough weight to pull it through 

Arcesi (Orpheus): “OL’ MAN 
RIVER” (T. B. Harms*) has a 
pepped-up treatment in Arcesi’s 
handling that may make some 
noise in the spinning market. “COW 
PO” (Weiss & Barry is a dull 
western-based entry. 


~* ASCAP, t¢ BMI. 


LOVE | 


the; 


NOT 








LAWRENCE WELK 


First DOT RECORD Releases 
MR. MUSIC MAKER” 
Dot L.P. Album No, 3164 
Two E.P.’s—Nos. 1079-1080 
(Also Available in Stereo) 








— Elliot Wexler to MGM 


As Marketing Director 
Elliot Wexler has joined MGM 
Records as director of marketing 
His will encompass work- 
ing closely with sales, advertising, 
promotion and merchandising de- 
partments and developing new 
deas and business stimulants 
Wexler, a 15-year vet in the disk 
business, started as a Philadelphia 


duties 


distributor for Columbia. He also 
1andled the Coral and London 
lines and at one time managed 
Benny Goodman. More recently, 
he operated his own children’s 
ine, Moon Records. He has given 
ip Moon to take over the MGM 








Album Reviews 








“Porgy and Bess” (Columbia) 
Now that most of the other disk 
companies have had their “Porgy 
and Bess” fling to tie in with the 
upcoming Samuel Goldwyn ver- 
sion of the Gershwin classic, 


Columbia has come up with the 
clincher in its “original sound- 
track” set Although Sammy 


Davis Jr., who plays Sportin’ Life 
in the pic, has been replaced by 
Cab Calloway for this package, 
the voices are those heard on the 
track for the pic’s stars and they're 


superb Robert MeFerrin's 
“Porgy,” played in the pic by 
Sidney Poitier, is a knockout, as 


is Adele Addison who sings Bess 


for Dorothy Dandridge. Calloway, 
incidentally, is standout on “I’ve 
Got Plenty of Nothin’'” and “It 
Ain't Necessarily So.” Andre 


Previn's musical supervision helns 
give it the style that pulls it way 
ahead of the competition. 

Mabel Mercer: “Once In A Blue 
Moon” (Atlantic). Once again 
Mabel Mercer has come up with 
a package for Atlantic that ex- 
cellently shows off her taste and 
style Working with songs by 
Alec Wilder, Jerome Kern, Lerner 
& Loewe, Noel Coward, and the 
Gershwins, among others, Miss 
Mercer has a repertoire that’s 
loaded with class and she knows 
just what to do with it. Assisting 
her in this standout vocal show- 
casing is arranger - conductor 
George Cory. 

Nat King Cole: “To Whom It 
May Concern” (Capitol). The soft 
styling of Nat King Cole takes off 
on some fresh never-before-re- 
corded ballads Working with 
Nelson Riddle arrangements, Cole 
gives ‘em all a potent gloss that 
makes the package highly appeal- 
ing 

Lester Young-Count Basie Orch: 





(Epic). This is a two-package trike 
ute to Lester Young, Jazz saxist 
who died last March. The album 
is made up of vault stuff cut dur- 
ing the days when Young was the 
sparkplug of the Count Basfe orch, 
Most of the sides were cut during 
the 1939-40 period when the Basie 
band was swinging hot and Young 
was develoving the style that later 


brought him to the fore on his 
own 
Sid Ramin Orch: “Love Is A 


Swinging Word” (RCA Victor). Sid 
Ramin, a high-powered arranger 
takes a dozen “love” tunes an 
turns them into swinging dance- 
able items. “Love Is A Simple 
Thing,” “Love Is Just Around The 
Corner,” “Love Letters” and 
“Love is Here To Stay” are some 
of the numbers that show off 


| Ramin’s energetic arranging-con- 


ducting style. 

Ruth Olay: “Easy Living” (Mer- 
cury). Ruth Olay is a_ highly 
stylized vocalist who’s been mak- 
ing some noise in Coast cafes and 
has come to national prominence 
via guest shots on the Jack Paar 
show. She's got a big vocal range, 
putting her at ease on the high 
notes as well as the Icw ones, and 
makes each item a highly inter- 
esting vocal piece. “Sometimes I 
Feel Like A Mothe erless Child,” 
“Tess’ Torch Song” and “Do Yeu 
Know What It Means To Miss New 
Orleans” are some of the goodies 
in the set. She's neatly assisted 
by the Jerry Fielding orch. 

Dennis Day: “The Story of John- 
ny Appleseed” (Cricket). Dennis 
Day’s vocal and narrative approach 
is just right for kidisks. His style 
is appealing and never condescend- 
ing and in this instance, the mate 
erial is something the kids can take 
to easily. Package should do well 











job “Lester Young Memorial Album”! in the moppet market. Gros. 
VARIETY ‘Scoreboard 
| Compiled Siu Statistical Siomess of OTR 4 
| Encompassing the Three Major Outlets A 
Coin Machines _— Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music | © 
as Published in the Current Issue 


arri a at 


1 
v 
disks) 


POSITIONS 


* ASCAP ¢ BMI - F-Film 





NOTE: The current comparatit 
under a statistical 


ped from the ratio of poin 


TALENT 


(Liberty) ..... - 


TUNES 


This Last 
Week Week ARTISTS AND LABEL 

1 2 JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia) 

2 l WILBERT HARRISON (Fury) 

3 4 LLOYD PRICE (ABC-Par) 

4 3 BOBBY DARIN (Atco) ....... 

5 5 MARTIN DENNY 

6 9 DION & BELMONTS (Laurie) 

7 8 BYRNES-STEVENS (WB) ...... 

8 7 IMPALAS (Cub) 

9 6 DAVE (BABY) CORTEZ (Clock) 
10 FATS DOMINO (Imperial) 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE 

1 2 +BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS 

2 l +KANSAS CITY 

3 4 +PERSONALITY 

- 3 *;DREAM LOVER 

o 5 *QUIET VILLAGE 

6 9 7A TEENAGER IN LOVE 

7 8 *KOOKIE, KOOKIE 

8 7 7SORRY, I RAN ALL THE 

9 6 HAPPY ORGAN 
10 +TALLAHASSEE LASSIE .. 


e sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 

ith VARIETY The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
l ts scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


Battle of New Orleans+ 
Kansas City? 
Personality} 
Dream Lover+ 
Quiet Village; 
Teenager In Love} 
Kookie, Kookie* 
Sorry, 














TUNE 


4 





I Ran All Way Homet 


Happy Organy+ 
{I’m Ready+ 
| Margie* 


PUBLISHER 
..+.. Warden 
OP hee ioe Fire 
eee L-Logan 
Fern-Prog.-Trin. 
Baxter Wright 
Rumbalero 
Witmark 


Figure 
Lowell 
Conley 
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THE BIG EVENTS IN MOTION PICTURE 
ENTERTAINMENT BECOME ORIGINAL 
SOUND TRACK RECORDINGS ON 
GUARANTEED HIGH-FIDELITY AND 
STEREO-FIDELITY #8" Coussesrm 














“SAY ONE FOR ME” STARRING BING 
CROSBY, DEBBIE REYNOLDS, AND 
ROBERT WAGN ER i i LINN ORGASM Tg ON 
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CALL YOUR DISTRIBUTOR TODAY! 








/) “COLUMBIA, THE INDUSTRY'S LEADER IN ALBUM SALES, 

, BRINGS YOU ORIGINAL CAST RECORDINGS OF THE TOP BROADWAY HITS— 
FLOWER DRUM SONG, GYPSY, MY FAIR LADY, 

WEST SIDE STORY, FIRST IMPRESSIONS, and many others. 


GUARANTEED HIGH-FIDELITY AND STEREO-FIDELITY RECORDS BY 








COLUMBIA 





© Cotmmbee” | & Mercas Reg A civess0n of Colembve Broedcasting System, tas. 
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would select a less dis- 
tracting locale for the next 
together Storz did not commit 
mself to running a third conven- 
1960, but it was indicated 
would be willing 
tinue as sponsor until another au- 
thoritative group took the assign- 
ment off the shoulders of his staff, 
headed by coordinator Bill Stew- 
In any case, the fun-making 
in Miami Beach will probably re- 
sult in a more business-like ses- 
sion next year in a quiet town for 
example, like Fargo, N.Y. 
The focus of the second annual 
deejay meet and radio seminar 
was also considerably more diffuse 
than the kickoff assembly in Kan- 
sas City. The gripes of the disk 
jockeys were muted, probably be- 
cause they were swimming in- 
stead of squawking; controversial 
* questions were not as tackled as 
sharply as last year; and some dis- 
cussion points were only warmed 
leftovers from Kansas City. m 
‘Top 40—Pros and Cons 
“Formula radio,” the battle-cry 
in Kansas City, was egain promi- 
nent on the agenda in Miami 
Beach, turning up as the fulcrum 
of several panels, such as “What Is 
A Personality Today?” “What 
Next, Mr. Music Man?” “The One- 
Minute Record—Good Or Bad?” 
*“Programming—More Than Just 
Juggling Numbers” and the wind- 
up panel of the convention, “The 
Pros and Cons of Formula Radio.” 
Dick Martin, a top jockey from 
WWL, New Orleans, expressed the 
fundamental sentiments of the 
average platter spinner when he 
asked: “Where ave the personal- 
ities today?’ He said: “the op- 
portunity to project an individual 
personality, thereby enhancing his 
ability to sell for his station and 
his sponsors to the followers he 
has gleaned has been decidely 
submerged, yes condemned, by the 
lead-goat known as chart-program- 
Hand-in-eand with the dic- 


jay meet 


get- 


tion in 
to con- 


that he 


art 


ming. 
tatorial policy that restricts the 
would-be personality from exer- 


cising some of these qualities for 
which he was hired in the first 
place, namely taste, imagination 
and good judgment, there has been 
a large adoption of a high-pressure 
presentation-format which has 
made it well-nigh impossible for 
individualism to shine forth ” 

It was the only real cobbiestone 
*rown by a disk jockey the 
tigutily controlled news program- 
ming format widely followed in 
the radio industry. Most of the 
other jockeys, such as Jim Haw- 
thorne, of KDAY, Hollyweoii, 
resigned to operating within the 
management dictates, or were not 
clear on how to fight a broadcast 
patiern that has proveu »9 suc- 
cessful 

Rill Kaland’s Views 


* 
ae 


were | 
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JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia) ; é 
1 l Battle of New Orleans Tere 4 2 1 5 2 2 1 1 6 1 1 1 1 1 1 135 
BOBBY DARIN (Atco) i aa weed 
2 3 Dream Lover 5 1 10 $s 3 3& 8 2 2 3-8 8$ $$ FY #6301 
WILBERT HARRISON (Fury sic 
3 2 Kansas City......_ er rrr eee 1. «£ 3 8 $.% (2s. § 3 % 6 6 94 
MARTIN DENNY (Libert . 3 e 5 
4 4 Quiet Village... Sasi ina milienas a re se oe 2 7 4 5 93 
LLOYD PRICE (ABC-Pai 7 oD ne ~ - 
5 5 ) _ Personality — r 6 66 1 3 4 10 8 7 5 3 1 9 2 2 87 
ia DION & BELMONTS (Lauric a 
6 10 A Teenager in Love a. ee 8 7 9 as 9 3 4 6 3 383 Ail 
~~ ED BYRNES & CONNIE STEVENS (WB) Terie Ie tt dia <a 
7 6 Kookie, Kookie + 3 As es a a _ 3 - 4. _6 6 8 6 3 wy 59 
i IMPALAS (Cub) ee 
8 7 Sorry = os os 7 tees eeseececees a — + 10 8 _s 10 3 2 29 
FRANK POURCEL (Capitol = 
9 9 Only You... oe error Jr ee Ae ee ee ee 24 
“FIESTAS (Old Town = ~ 
10° 17 So Fine Hse essee eee vee a e. . =. ee Se ee is a. a 10... 21 
FREDDIE CANNON (Swar 
11 Tallahassee Lassie we -- 6 ere = ws ie a 19 
DAVE (BABY) CORTEZ (‘Clock 
12 8 Happy Organ. ; ser eeeee 9 me oy Sires 9 o » 
FATS DOMINO (Imperia 
13A 16 I’m Ready ; Serer 5 7 5 os 16 
~ BROOK BENTON (Mercury 
13B 12 Endlessly — Sooeeeee see senees 10 10 8 5. Se, eee 16 
oe PLATTERS (Mercury 
15 20 #£4Enchanted a 7 wssedevetes Bites. a ee eek see es ee 12 
FABIAN (Chancellor) 
16 11 Turn Me_ L ,00se . wees : a ae 10 
~ SKYLINERS (Calico) — 
17A 13 Since I Don't Hav eY ou Serre eee : Shag a er aa - 9 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor 
17B A Fool Such As I... : a ee 9 
CHUCK BERRY (Chess . 
194 18 Almost Grown. 4s eee ae 6 To ee _ 9 ee ee ae ee 
—~ JAMES DARREN (Colpix 
19B Gidget -ias ar co aie wi sis a a 
~ JOHNNY & HURRICANES (Warwick) 
21 Crossfire Lt 5 bbe 00's os <a a oo] ee ee. a ee 6 10 oe 6 
FRANKIE AV VAL ON (Chancellor . 
22A From Bobby Sox to Stockings snes ce eecesees eee. Pe SE 4 
i“ DODIE STEVENS (Crystalette) 
22B 19 Pink Shoe Laces. . err be ee ee ee eee ee ere 4 
PRESTON EPPS (Original 
29°C Bongo Mock eee teeees ee ee eo ee 10 10 a 4 
HUGO and LUIGI (Victo 
25 La Piv:ne De Ma Tante 9 2 
an important supporter in Bill ,determnie pattern of station stations to revamp their Top 40 Clyde McPhatter to headline at 
Kaland, program manager for the | operation policy to give more room to the | Blinstrub’s, Boston, June 15-21. 
Westinghouse Broadcasting Co Cullizan Vs, MeLendon upcoming nunbers. he iegesste bo 


The anti-formula jockeys found | Kaland made a powerful pitch for 

















England’s +1 Instrumental — 


SIDE SADDLE 


Showing Up Strong Here With— 
* RUSS CONWAY on Capitol 
(No. | Dise in England) 

JOHN BUZON TRIO on Liberty 
FREDDY MORGAN on Challenge 
FERRANTE & TEICHER on 
ABC-Par. 

SCOOBIE & DOOBIE on Climax 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


* 
* 
* 


* 











|the freedom of imaginative play 


lin programming and his speech 


jilar to that 
| against the 


| Purcell, 


|F.ough Stations 


evoked an emotional response sim- 
of last year’s blast 
“Top 40” made last 
year by Mitch Miller. Kaland’s au- 
dience, however, was considerably 
smaller. 

Kaland was countered by Bob 
prexy of KFWB in Holly- 
and Harold  Krelstein, 
prexy, both of 
whom defended “formula radio” 
as the only way to provide broad- 
casting “product control.” Both 
execs pointed out that it was the 
clear responsibility of management 


wood, 


‘and not that of the disk jockey to 
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745 Fitth Ave. 
New York 22, N.Y, 
Plaza 9-4600 


Chicago, Ill. 
CEntral 6-9451 
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Thanks to 


JACK and IRVING ROSENTHAL 


of 
PALISADES PARK 


for the privilege of booking the 


World’s Foremost Dance Orchestras 


in the 


World’s Foremost Amusement Park 


for 14 years. 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOH GLASER, Pres. 
203 N. Wabash Ave. 
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6619 Sunset Bivd. 
H’wood 46, Calif. 
OLympila 2-9940 


407 Lincoln Rd. 
Miami Beach, Fia. 
JEfferson 8-0383 













|} name, 


The debate between Matthew 
J. Culligan, NBC Radio exec v.p., 
and Gordon McLendon, McLendon 
‘Network vs 


Stations prexy, over 

Independent Radio,” drew a small 
quantity of blood, mostly of the 
networks Culligan pleaded for 


and indies to stop knock- 
r’s brains out in such 


the webs 


ing each oth 

debates since it depressed the 
value of the whole radio industry 
in the eyes of advertisers. Culli- 


varnea against the “bitter 
of cynicism” to be reaped 
abuse of the music-news 
by some indies. To il- 
Culligan came up with a 


gan also 
harvest 
from the 
formula 
lustrate 


taped caricature of a high-pressure 
indie station 

McLendon was not interested in 
ending the battle and accused the 


network stations of adopting ‘‘du- 
bious sales techniques.” Among} 
these were network-inspired sur- 


veys to show that only teenagers 


and moppets listen to indies and 
that the latter are deficient in 
quality known as “believability.” 


McLendon urged more experimen- 


tation in broadcasting, pointing 
out that he was now testing a 
“good music” station and said 
there may be room for all-talk, 
all-sports, soap-opera, etc. stations 
‘Business Stinks’ 

The crystal ball was given a 
workout on the “What Next, Mr. 
Music Man” forum, Joe Carlton, 
prexy of the label tuat bears his 


stated that “business stinks” 
and predicted that this was an end 
of an era with manv indies going 
under. Profits would be narrower 
in the futyre, he said, but steadier 
once the Reice-out took place. Joe 
Kolsky, 


Roulette exec v.p., urged | 


that disks which are dropping be 


knocked off the programming lists 
to make room for new platters. 
On the question of “Too Many 
Releases,” there was unanimous 
agreement from the jocks and the 
diskers. The jocks stated that it 
was impossible to open up, much 
less to play all of the records they 
receive each week, sometimes run- 
ning to 300 per. Mike Maitland, 
Capitol’s v.p., said that his label 
was cutting down on releases and 
found that business was better 
Archie Bleyer, Cadence Records 
prexy who does not 
than a handful of records a year, 
said that the flood of releases sug- 


gested “increasing disregard of 
talent.” Randy Wood, Dot Rec- 
ords chief, also stated that his 


company would pursue a policy of 
releasing fewer, but better disks. 
The jockeys’ failure to respond 
to the convention was highlighted 
in the discussion of the feasibility 
of a national deejay organization, 
moderated by N. Y. publisher Joe 
Csida The low attendance was 
the prime discouraging factor even 
though Martin Block, or WABC, 
Y. Y., strongly urged the forma- 
tion of such an outfit. Many of 
the jockeys, while agreeing in 
principle with the idea, said the 
time was not yet ripe. One jockey 
called for a demonstration of 
greater maturity before such an 
organization was possible. 





Captain Kangaroo (Bob Kee- 


shan 
Symphony 


Orchestra in a chil- 


issue more | 


MUSIC BY 
JESSE GREER 


ONCE IN 4 
LIFETIME 


FROM 
EARL CARROLL'S 
“VANITIES” 
Published by 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 








will appear with the Dailas | 


dren's concert scheduled for Jan 


9, 1960 


He will also appear with | 


the Houston Symphony Orchestra. ' 
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FOLKWAYS RECORDS 
WORLD'S LEADER IN AUTHENTIC 
I 


FOLK MUSIC 
NEW HIGH FIDELITY RELEASES 
EVERY MONTH. 
complete catalog of 
Albums in ETHNIC, 
AMERICAN, INTERNATIONAL, 
JAZZ, SCIENCE, INSTRUCTIONAL, 
CHIDREN, LITERATURE. 
FOLKWAYS RECORDS & + & oy. 
(17 West 46th St. N. Y. C. N. 
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Two famous Presley motion picture hits are being re- 
released by Paramount Pictures across the country 
as a double feature—right now! As Presley packs 
‘em In at the box office, the Original Soundtrack 
albums are again going to be red-hot best-sellers. 
Get your Presley profits. Order both albums now. 


“A TOUCH OF GOLD,VOL.I"- 


Elvis Presley’s new Gold Standard album featuring 
four big pop single hits on one 45 EP, and including, 
as a premium, a Presley Fan Club card. Be sure to 
order this fast moving item today! EPA-5088. 
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RCA: Toni Harper 
One time teenage singer ai, l i = | eo 
Harper (‘Candy Store Blues’), now | - S| .. S 8 > 
22, has been signed to a pact by = | Zic a l>lo 
RCA Victor. Her first album, under — = | els | 5 wilt at ot ae 
supervision of a&r ge! Dick VARIETY a be | a | _ | © a| = 5 | z S 
Peirce, will be comprised of songs ie wn 7 ; a. oe S9izigezisialsisl sa = 
written by students in the sorg- Survey of retail album best S| SI Bla] _ Jal sleleclelisisigia4ie T 
writing class at UCLA. | sellers based on reports from lead Si isel/s/a>IPISIBlLQ2ISisi#i&S&IiéE 2]! 
a is 5 ing stores and showing comparative SiS inisliaslisiszi¢ei/s<ijo's/sle 3 en > : 
| . . . , > 4 ¢ o Y | = 1 = : = 
Verve: Vanessa Brown ratings for this week and last. ~|2l2/¢8 ni 2] 618 »|%]s|e g | 4 | Sl|ElA 
Actress Vanessa Brown has been ,i in i Ois a yo | o| ¥ S = ae ~ i S| o 7 
signed to etch for Norman Granz’s | : w S 7 Sie isi{1é& | l S ak? 
Verve Records. She'll cut an album sis |eisaiX] al = 2i- 2lnlils | | P 
of folk songs as her first chore, ‘ SiziTI@i& | Seilie Sis eizisyio 
Saad || National ei Se gi 7T/7isiflie Bole eis] 7! 
ie ; Rati elel/eisiS/4] (Siagie Sie si Ele Si! 
United Artists: Ruby Braff | ating Sil Se els liBbBisi</Fle 8) 3\/5' =| a1 S/N 
David V. Picker, exec veepee at || This Last @\/Siasl|Sei/2/8/9 | § eis gig E S/S] s/t 
United Artists Records, has signed wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title sli<t¢iBinlIidIi£2ialals he Sivzilia@inielals 
trumpeter Ruby Braff to the label. | | —— - _ a igen nee Sarees 
tag | are = eo —, out | “MARTIN DENNY (Libert ai 
for Braff's first album which is/f 1 3 Exotica No. 1 (LRP 3034 1 ” 
tentatively called “Blowing Round | a ——-- oe a 3 1 I 1 NI _ 77 
the World | 24 Soundtrack (E 3641 Pee eee ree ne es me 1 1 66 ££ 
Capitol: Phil Napoleon | 77 SUNSET STRIP (WB 7 
Phil Napoleon’s dixieland crew|| 3 __ 2 __ TV_Soundtrack (W 1289 ererrrer rir ee : . 3s § 8 § 2 3 4 64 
has joined the Capitol roster, The HENRY MANCINI (Victor! aa nl ae 
combo will be recorded by Andy 4 1 Peter Gunn (LPM 1956 is = Ss 2. 9 5 54 
Wisw ell Capitol artists & reper-|j — FRANK SINATRA (Capit ee ee See ear r™ ene _ 
toire man in New York. | 5 5 Come Dance With Me (W 1069).................. 5 3 1 3 6 4 6 ae oe ae 
| KINGSTON TRIO Capitol 
De Lugg MD of Hanover | & 6 The Hunery i 7 1107 ee ee ae 2 ee eee 107 45 
a “ ry MITCH MILLER (Columbia i Sue ane ennaL 2 ” : _ 
Milton De Lugg has followed || 7 7 Folk Song With Mitch (CL 1316 ses Es = 4 3 42 
Bob Thiele over to Hanover Rec- | a = . nema nth SR BRE AE Sate tate = LE! a. eee ee ee ae Le ee a 
ords. De Lugg will take over as SHELLY BERMAN (Verve oe 
diskery’s musical director. if 8 16 Inside Shelley Berman (MGV 15003)............ - .- « 6 _ _s F § § 3 
Thiele, who recently shifted to JOHNNY MATHIS (Colu nbia) | 
Hanover as prexy from his veepee- |} _9 8 __Open Fire, Two Guitars (CL 1270) .............---.-- etic Nate So SF ee 10_ 25 
artists & repertoire spot at Dot | ROGER WILLIAMS (Kap; 
Records, had De Lugg as musical|{10 15 More Fabulous 50’s (KL 1130)........................ 6 © ee . 2 23 
director at Dot, too. De Lugg also BUDDY HOLLY (Coral 7 se : ee 
worked with Thiele when latter was |} 11 13. Buddy Holly Story (CRL 57279 wh asda ‘ ea aa 1 9 6 a 20 
a&r head at Coral. ; SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor ee ee ' laa aa tn ia 
Pa Luss Ran be assisted by|[124 10 Soundtrack (LOC 1933 Sn _ 8 a 2. 19 
ecorge Brackman. MANTOVANI (London Fa ines carina ine eicsua haa enna: iene 
12B 9 _ Film Encores, Vol. II (LL 3117 eee Tere eT eee a ae 10 2 9 i9 
OF THE MITCH MILLER (Columbia 
The 1 12C More Sing With Mitch (CL 1243)........-.cevccccccece 4 a 6 19 
WEEK FRANK SINATRA (Capitol a i 
| 15 12 Look to Your Heart - a Se re 7 1 : 18 
—" FLOWER DRUM SONG (Columbia) | aia 
ee Cis Os oc cs nc onesies eo adeces 10 6 ’ 7 5 16 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol iid ; P 
16B To Whom It May Concern SW 1190)......seesevereves 7 2 16 
MANTOVANI (London) + ~~ er : 
18A 17 Cc ontinental Encores LL 3095 seeeccevece : 4 3 15 
BELAFONTE & HORNE (Victo i ceaataicaaze ini 
18B 19 Porgy & Bess (LOP 1507). oo weer ececerececees c+ 2 0 0 0% 0 08 10 4 4 15 
JONI JAMES (MGM _ - 
20A ___ 101 Strings & Joni (E 3755 : eee 2 ) 11 
~ ARMSTRONG & FITZGERALD (Verve ee 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 208 N Porgy & Bess (MG 4001 4 1 11 
Pla FABIAN (Chancellor pet 
y 22A iS Se Hold That Tiger (¢ CHL 5003)... 5 Seen vite Bn 5 —* g 9 10 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) ‘ 
22B id Still More With Mitch CL 1283 eee oe : - 5 7 10 
GEORGE SHEARING (Capitol af 
22C Shearing On Stage (1187 ° 7 - 5 16 
BILLY VAUGHN (Dot _— soe 
K-12802 25 21 Blue Hawaii (DLP 3165)..............s0eeeeeeees ’. 5 9 
be 
June v Rene a series - tv shows | one-week ye nearly , re the release of his master “Music 
ohnny Long closes at the $100,000 . . , Miles Davis Sextet | to Cha Ch ” ; 
Statler Hilton, Dallas, June 10 and opened at the Blackhawk, June| will foll = ae: oe 
n t e at will be followed by Orrin Tucker’s Christy at Fack’s II, Kingston Trio “Ps Bs Fes ival Columbia album, 
band. Sandy Sandifer will follow at hungry i... Frank Haynes de-| ,.. 284" f loro” with “The Four 
Tucker in July. parting Frisco to join the new/| + 2°¢eS, Of Love’ ,.. Tony Garber 
—_ Quincy Jones band ,.. Al Wal-| 745 joined Disneyland Records’ 














PACE-SETTERS 
FROM MPHC 


NE 


THE HANGING TREE 


MARTY ROBBINS COLUMBIA 


RIO BRAVO 


(From the W/B pic) 
DEAN MARTIN CAPITOL 


77 SUNSET STRIP 


DON RALKE WARNER BROS, 
FRANK ORTEGA JUBILEE 


KOOKIE, KOOKIE = 


(Lend Me Your Comb) 
EDWARD BYRNES WARNER BROS. 














LATEST RELEASE 
JOHNNY NASH 


sings 


AND THE 
ANGELS SING 
BABY, BABY, 
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| Baltimore's 
| Balto’s 






| Chris Connor 


New York 


Roulette Records acquired 
tribution of Billy J. Killen’s ‘Firs 
True Love” on 





Dance, First Kiss, 

the Meridian label , , Everly 
Bros., Cadence diskers, off to Aus- 
|tralia for the “Big Show” ‘ 
Announcer Bill Shipley, be d dec d in 
Norwalk (Conn.) Hospital after 


being thrown from a horse, ta} 
three classics for the Talking Book 
series while convalescing . Cleff- 
Tone Records has signed the Morty 
Wax promotion network (Dave Fox 
in Detroit and Billy Amidon in 
Cleveland) to handle Steve Brian’s 
new release, “Love Train” and “If 
Believe” .. . Ajack Record 
now handling tl 
Seeco line in Pittsburgh. 
Bernie Lawrence, Apollo Bs, 


/on a national tour of disker lis 


tributors ... Randy Weston’s q 
tet replaces ‘Roy Haynes’ combo at 
the Five Spot. Mal Waldren’s 
group is held over... Louis Arm- 
strong plays the opening concert 
of the Berkshire Music Barn’s fi 
season June 28 . ; Genevieve, 
Cadence thrush, off to Flint, Mi 
for a tent version of “Can-Can” 
. Carlos Hatvary signed for 
longtermer at Cafe Grinzing 

Roz Ford, all-night deejay a 
WITH, switched to 
Mutual outlet WWIN 
currently at Ba 

. Jimmie Rodgers 
in-person cil cuit this 


Street East 
hitting the 


month with his first stop at the 
Twin Coaches Pittsburgh begin- 
ning tonight ‘Wed.). On June 12 


|-he goes into the Comm dore Ball- 
room, Lowell, Ma 


June Valli leaves for England 


‘ lace orch departs the Fairmount’s 
San Francisco Cirque Room June 27, will be re- 
John Lewis, Modern Jazz Quar- | Placed by Benny Strong’s band. 
tet’s director, has been named spe- 


cial musical consultant for the 

Monterey Jazz Festival, Oct. 2-3-4 Hollywood 

and will work with boss Jimmy Capitol disker Ed Townsend and 
Lyons on the programming. . personal manager Jo McEntyre 
Harry Belafonte due at Frisco have formed their own pubbery, 
Opera House June 17-23—last time | Cherritown Music « Liberty is 
he played the Opera House his’ talking to batoneer Manny Harmon 

















~ Convention Highlights 


LL LE, ;=- comamued from page 41 











Once again, the jockeys were scrambling to sell masters to the var- | 


ious labels attending the meet. One disk exec cracked: “At least 25 


new labels were organized in my suite last night.” 
. 


oe i 
Everybody is in the disk biz The National Airlines pilot, Herb 
Wolff, who flew a crowd of New Yorkers down to Miami Beach, turned 
t to be the head of a new company, Panama Records. Miami's Mayor | 
Robert King High is her label, VAK Records. 


also the owner of anot 
* * “ 
The only femme jockey, or deejane, at the convention was Ann Wag- 
ner, of WFBM, Indianapolis. The youngest jockey was Gary Moore, of 
WJAM, Marion, Ala. From the Far East, there were Tae Ro Yun, of 
HLKA, Radio Seoul, Korea; Atmoko, of Radio Republic Indonesia; 
and Anwar Siregar, YDP, Medan, Indonesia. 
* * * 
Dick Martin, WWL, New Orleans 
Martin Block Award for being ‘“‘the disk jockey of 1959.” 
hosen by a secret vote of the jockeys in Miami Beach. Block re- 
ferred to himself as the “granddaddy of the disk jockeys” 
a cake to mark his 25th anni as a platter spinner, 
* * 


new 
is ¢ 


iven 


; Negro jockeys and personnel had no difficulty in their integrated ac- 
tivity with others at the Americana. 
7 - ™ 
A couple of jockeys were walking 
ecorders and interviewing celebs for later 


|; ager 


promo dept. . RCA's Coast man- 
Bob Yorke in Chicago this 
week for annual nets. From 
} there he goes to N. Y. for home- 
office talks . 











JOHNNY.NASH 


Sings 


ay -\ - > a 
BABY, 
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ABC-PARAMOUNT RECORDS 
FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION 











{ 
was the first jockey to cop the 
Martin | 


and was, 


yund with battery-operated tape 
reruns on their own shows. — 


A “HIGHLIGHT” 
For Every Program 
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AGVA’S STORMY ‘SEAT’ MEET 





Entratter Wooing NBC-TV For 
1-Hour Video-Cafe Specs For Sands 


Jack Entratter, prexy of the~ 
8: nds Hotel, Las Vegas, is in the 
process of welding video and cafes 
He’s currently negotiating with 
NBC-TV for a series of one-hour 
specials which he will produce. At- 
torney Jack Katz, who also num- 
bers Perry Como among his cli- 
nts, is negotiating the deal. 

It’s Entratter’s idea to bring in 
the specs at about $150,000 each 
with mame talent. While still be- 
low the normal price for specials 
Entratter feels that it can be done 
The music and the staging used in 
the tv musicals can be transferred 
to the cafe, he feels. 

Entratter thinks that the direc- 
tion of the cafe shows of the fu- 
ture lies in book shows, and thus 
ultimately, the various ingredients 
media in- 





can be utilized in other 
cluding television. According to 
Entratter, the present cafe era is 
one “- dominated by names, de- 
spite ther ingredients such as 
nud that have come into being in 
Las Vegas Book, special music 
and staging, can enhance the value 
of names, and can be used in a 
manner that will keep the attrac- 
tions fresher for longer periods of 
tir Of course, a tv tie-in can be 
profitably used to attract a longer 
jis of headliners 

Entratter, currently in New 
York, on his way to Europe, will 
trv to get Brigitte Bardot into the 
cafe, and at the same time, he'll 
look for a string of showgirls, one 
from each country He visits. to give | 
the Sands floorshows aq interna- 
ticnal flavor 


Entratter savs the three-year 
deals have solidified his position in 
names Recently, he says, he re-} 
newed deals with Jerr > Lewis, | 
Dean Martin and Nat King Cole 
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Latin Quctie Built In 
Boston By Lou Walters 
On 63c; Goes ai Auction 


Boston, June 2. 

They sold the furnishings of the 
Latin Quarter. which Lou Walters 
built and, so the story goes, par- 
layed his last 63c into the nitery 
biz which brought him note and 
bank notes. It went on the auction 
block. 

The lavishly decorated supper 
club, which had booked big names 
of 20 years ago, opened in 1939 
with a French singer and a ean can 
line, which rocked Boston in those 
days. Walters had acquired the de- 
funct Town Club on Winchester 
St. that had once been a Lutheran 
church, and furnished and deco- 
rated it solely on the cuff. Site 
had previously been the Karnak 
Club in the '20s. Walters had the 
SRO sign out from the start and in 
no time was paying $200,000 in en- 
tertainment taxes alone and ex- 
panding. 

Within a short time, he opened 
other Latin Quarters in New York, 
Miami Beach and Falmouth, Mass., 
duplicates of the Hub club. In 
1942, Mickey Redstone bought the 
LQ for $275,000. 

The LQ was leased by various 
*managers including Lee Fields, 
Willie Oxman, Edward Meister, 
Rocco Palladino and Carl Wein- 
man. Its stormy history included a 
-$1,500 robbery, a mysterious shoot- 
ing and a $25,000 fire in 1943. In 
1945, the club became center of a 
contreversy when Rocky Palladino 
sought te book Christine Jorgen- 
sen for a date, resulting in a ban 
from the D. A.’s office closing the 
night spot for several days. 

After a series of financial dif- 
ficulties, the spot shuttered for 
good on May 22, 1955. At the auc- 
tion, the Blackamoors, statuettes 
that lined the interior of the sup- 
per room, went for $100 each, mir- 
ror ceiling in the bar and cock- 
tail lounge sold for a meagre $30. 
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Cotillion’s Next: Berlin 


The Cotillion Room of ihe! 
Pierre Hotel, N. Y., will open next | 
season with a continuation of the 
composer salutes. Starting off in 
September will be a nod to Irving 
Berlin. 

The Cotillion will close fox 
season June 14. 





the 


’ 





Vs. Vegas AFM In 


Frontier Dispute 


Las Vegas, June 2. 
restraining order 
issued when Musicians’ Local 369 
and the New Frontier and Last 
Frontier THiutels became embattled 
over the contract of combo leader 
Kathy Ryan, was lifted last week 
as a climax to a two-day district 
court hearing. 

Labor officials and Strip hot 
entertainment authoritis >s oe 
at the hearing. The hotel charged 
that the union issued threats to 
Miss Ryan and members of her 
group and told her not to go to 
work after she failed to abide by 
union bylaw§ and submit her con- 
tract to the union 48 hours in ad- 
2 o1 the date she was sched- 
set to perform. 

Attys. Calvin Magleby and Toy 
Gregory contended that the union 
represented in court by Atty. John 
Mendoza, was attempting to set a 
minimum on the number of musi- 
cians which could appear in the 
hotel’s lounge. 

In dissolving the ~ restraining 
order and refusing to grant an in- 
junction, Judge George E. Mar- 
shall said, “I am not concerned 
with what the union does to Kathy 
Ryan.” He said that the matter 
before the court was whether or 
not the action of the union con- 
stituted a threat or economic pres- 
sure or was harmful to the hotels. 

Judge Marshall said the evidence 
presented did not indicate that 
| there was any malice or ill-will on 
| the part of the union against the 
| hotels. The union was merely act- 
ing against Kathy Ryan and her? 
musicians because they violated the 
bylaws of the local constitution, the 
Judge explained. 

Attorneys for the hotels, how- 
ever, argued that the union could 
order other musicians not to work 
at the New Frontier and Last Fron- 
tier after the restraining order had | 
been lifted. 

Judge Marshall said he did not 
believe the union would act in 
opposition to what was represented 
in court as the attitude of the 
union toward the Strip hotels. 

Ben Goffstein, president of the | 
Riviera Hotel, Warren Bayley of 
the Hacienda and New Frontier, 
Kathy Ryan, and Jack Foy, presi- 
dent of the musicians’ local, were 
among those who testified at the 


A temporary 





RULE 757, OF VARIETY 
BILLS MUST BE MEX 


Mexico City, June 2. 

In a bid to open up opportuni- | 
ties for national talent, and to give 
new faces a chance, the National | 
Assn. of Actors has ruled that 75% 
of all elements appearing in night 
clubs and vaudeviile houses must 
be Mexican. 

Jaime Fernandez, secretary of 
the association, said that this will 
not work any hardship on clubs | 
and theatres since these can con- 
centrate on bringing in fop name | 
entertainers from abroad. But the | 
fill-out bills must be with Mexi- 
can performers so that they can 
build up a public following. 


entire day, 
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‘TIFF ON PROXIES, 
REPS, CHAIRMAN 


By JOE COHEN 


Washington, June 2. 

Convention of the American 
Guild of Vzsriety Artists which 
opened yesterday (Mon.) at the 
Raleigh Hotel brought the most 
controversial session in years as 
result of protests over the seating 
of delegates. In a tiff lasting the 
bitter acrimony devel- | 





Sammy 
Abbe 


}Lester and proxies of 
| Davis Jr., Joe E. Lewis, 
Lane and Emmett Kelly. 

Focal point of the dispute was 
Lester, elected as Denver rep. 
from the Denver branch 
claimed that Lester hadn’t been 
in that city for seven years, was 
unfamiliar with local problems and | 
therefore Denver remained unrep- 
resented. It was revealed that 
same protest on Lester had been 
sent for seven years running. Les- 
ter, along with others, was nomi- 
nated by petitions signed in the 
New York office. He was finally 
seated by a vote of 41 to 11. Not 
attending were Lewis and Miss 
Lane, both of whom sent wires 
giving proxies to Jack Gwynne or 
Jeannette Starr. Davis and Kelly 
are also absent. 

Meeting aiso refused to admit 
Lee M. Cohn, labor writer for the 
Vashington Star, who protested 
that he never previously had been 
barred from a labor meeting. 

Indications point to an attempt 
today (Tues.) to dump Penny 
Singleton as chairman of the meet- 
ing. She had been “worked over’ 
by repeated points of order, infor- 
mation, personal privilege, etc. In- 
cluded in batch of union admin- 
istrater Jackie Bright's adherents 
bedevilling the chairman were 
delegates Bobby Faye, Lester, Sid 
Marion, Don George; Joe Campo, 
who may be elected chairman if 

(Continued on page 54) 


Mols.’ $4,000,000 
Skid Row Fix-Up 


Minneapolis, June 2. 

A “Moulin Rouge” type of res- 
taurant-night club of circular de- 
sign is included in a local syndi-| 
cate’s plans for a $4,000,000 “mun- 
icipal gathering place with a festive 
air and facilities for light recrea- 
tion.” It will comprise, in addition 
to the nitery, a number of shops 
along with a depressed level plaza 
with fountains, 
etc., and a “peacock alley.” 

It'll be a part of a lower down- 
town loop development that'll elim- 
inate the local skid row. 

The nitery restaurant will be on 
rising levels surrounding a theatre- 
in-the-round stage which can be 
raised and Jowered by hydraulic 
lifts. The project’s two-level ar-| 
rangement sans a roof will be! 
similar in design to the New York | 
Radio City plaza. | 

Plans allow fora radio studio, 
35-lane bowling alleys and a civic 
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‘Truth or Consequences’ 


hearing. 





Ist Syracuse Fair Cuffo 


The New York State Fair at Syr- 
acuse will have a free grand- 
stand show with name programs 
next September. This is the first, 
that no admission will be 


Cuffo show will comprise “Truth 
or Consequences” with Bob Barker 
| emceeing, plus Edgar Bergen. For- 
}mer will be seen the first three 
days, starting Sept. 4, and Ber- 
gen will follow Sept. 7 to 11. On 
Sept. 12 the grandstand will fea- 
ture a 100-mile auto race at the 
regular admission charge. 

The Ed Leary Ice Show and 
slack wire performer Herbert Cas- | 
tle will be in the Bergen show. 
| There will be a name bill in the! 
| Coliseum on Friday and Saturday | 
} nights (Sept. 11-12) with acts still! 
to be signed. 


} (Cheech) 
of Miami and the nephew of | 


|last day 





Margie Coate's 756 Suit Vs. Chi's 
Dave Byron on AGVA Fund Charges 





Pitt Copa’s ‘Drunkard’ 


its regula- 
is going to try 


ning weeks recen 
tion nitery policy 
something different. 
sert an abridged version of the old 
meller, “The Drunkard,” next 
week for what it hopes will be a 
run. Three Pittsburgh cafe per- 


Pittsburch, June 2. 
Downtown Copa has been | 
j}unable to come u any win-| 


| libel 


’ 


Spot will in- | 


formers have been signed to star | 


in it, Rummy Bishop, Sherry Lane 
and Ed Scotti. 
Cast will also include Charles 


Litman, a drama student 
at U 
Lenny Litman, who recently 
the Copa to Andy Vanyo. 


AGVA Prowling 


Name Prez Vice 
Penny the Enemy 


sold 





The American Guild of Variety 
Artists, currently holding its con- 
vention at the Raleigh Hotel, 
Washington, will have the prob 
lem of finding a name candidate 
to run against incumbent Penny 
Singleton, an ardent foe of the 


present paid administrators of the 
union 


Miss Singleton, who has been in 


tha* office for one year, has op 
posed many moves of Jackie 
Bright, national administrative sec- 
retary of AGVA. She was instru- 


mental in forcing a cleanup of the 


AGVA Foundation setup, and has 
opposed many other moves made 
by the paid officers 

The administration is currently 


combing files for a candidate like 


tended a meeting, Bob Hope and 
Joe E. Lewis, Bright is known to 
disfavor a functioning president, 
who can hamper his plans. Nomina- 
tions generally take place on the 
of the convention, which 
is slated to end tonight (Wed.) or 
tomorrow. The three-day national 
board meeting follows imme- 
diately. 


PATTI, SAMMY, JOE E., 
MILTIE FOR A.C.’S 500 


Atlantic City, June 2. 

A full season policy of big names 
will be followed this summer by 
Paul “Skinny” D’Amato, operator | 
of the 500 Club. Booked so far} 
are Patti Page, who will play a 
week starting June 3, followed by 
Sammy Davis Jr. who comes in 
July 11 





Joe E. Lewis, who has not been | 


seen in local niteries in many a 
year, comes into the resort July 
18. D'Amato booked Lewis while 
he was in Las Vegas several weeks 
ago. 

Milton Berle comes back Aug. 8 
for a week. He played the club 
last season. Dates for the other 
weeks are yet to be filled 
D’Amato again gunning for such as 


| Frank Sinatra to come in one of 


them for a week before and La- 
bor Day weekend attraction. 


TINKER BELL CLEARED 
Indianapolis, June 2. 

Stripper Tinker Bell was acquit- 
ted last week in police court on a 
charge of giving an indecent per- 
formance. 

She had appeared at 
Theatre here. 





the Fox 


Chicago, June 2. 
Margie Coate, still in hot water 
over her stewardship of the Amert- 


ican Guild of Variety Artists’ Sick 


& Relief Fund, has filed a $75,000 
action here against Chi 
AGVA member Dave Byron, who 
termed it an attempt to “gag” his 
criticisms of the administration, 
Suit stems from a recent letter 
from the hypnotist the’s billed as 
“The Amazing Byron”) to national 
exec board members and others 
suggesting “book juggling” of the 


fund. 


Atty. 


Though it mentions 
Melvin L, Rosenbloom, who 
filed the suit in Chicago Federal 
District Court on May 22, said all 
recipients of the letter knew it 
could only have referred to Miss 
Coate as sole officer of the fund. 
Letter was one of several Byron 
sent to “correct abuses” in the 
fund’s administration. Over the 
past year, he has been one of the. 


no names, 


|more vocal opponents of national 


administrative ecretary Jackie 


| Bright. 


Taking note of outstanding loans 
from the fund as high, it said, as 
$7,500, the letter asked, “Who are 
the people receiving these loans? 
Are our books being juggled to 
accommodate these favored par- 
ties? Will it be necessary to ask 
the Senate Rackets Committee to 
investigate?’ 


Early last February, the national 
board voted to continue the fund 
as a one-woman operation under 
Miss Coate after she had been 
under fire over the loans. At that 
time the fund had about $250,000, 
with disbursements a well-guarded 
secret 


Pope Poetry Spouted 
In Court by U.S. Atty. 
To Doom 2 Strippers 


Washington, June 2. 
A poetry-quoting lawyer, of all 
things, was the courtroom downfall 


of a pair of strippers here. 


| Masiello) 


ly to run against Miss Singleton 
in the elections which will take 
place during the summe: Last 
year, Bright persuaded George 
Jessel to run against Miss Single- 
ton, but former lost. It is not 
necessary to nominate a candidate | 
at the convention under AGVA 
}rules, since petitions may be insti- 
tuted to put a nominee on the 
ballot 

In AGVA’s history, there have | 
been two prexies who never at- 


Darlin’ Darla (Janelle J. Kos- 
min) and Carol Lee ‘Carol B. 
drew sentences of $100 


or 30 days in jail in Municipal 
| Court Thursday (28) after the pros- 
ecutor, Assistant U.S. Attorney 
|Maurice A. Dunie, explained the 
|public’s standards of morality in 
this context: 
Vice is a monster of so 
frightful mein, 
As to be hated needs but to 
be seen; 
Yet seen too oft, familiar with 
her face, 
We first endure, then pity, 
then embrace. 
The words were Alexander 





with | 


Pope’s, in “Essay on Man.” 

he Federal lawyer had said the 
“twists and twirls” of the dancers 
at the Merry Land Club here sug- 
| gested * ‘nothing other than the sex 
| act.” 

Not so, claimed their defense 
|} counsel, Samuel L. Block. It was, 
he argued, an “overexaggeration” 
. “burlesque” of sex and “noth- 
ing to arouse lustful thoughts.” 





Lido de Paris Troupe 
Due in for Vegas Run 


The Lido de Paris show will ar- 
rive in New York from France 
next Monday (8) and will remain 
in town for one day for a press 
luncheon at the St. Moritz Hotel on 
Tuesday. They depart that day 


|for Las Vegas to begin rehearsals 


for the June 23 opening at the 


| Stardust Hotel. 





Show, produced by Donn Arden, 
is expected to run a full year. A 
previous edition of the Lido lay- 
out has been at the Stardust for 
nearly a year. Gene Murphy, press 
relations head of the Desert Inn 
and Stardust Motels, arrives in 
N. Y. this week to make arrange- 
ments for the luncheon and trans- 
portation to the casino country. 
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Puerto Rican Agents in Field Day 
As Union Rules Hit US. Offices 


San Juan, P.R., June 2 

A group of local agents have 
virtually tied up all the hotel and 
nitery biz in thjs island. Because 
of union restrictions and necessity 
of getting high salaries, local per- 
centers have been able to have 
things entirely their own way, 
even to the detriment of the major 
agencies in New York and Miami 
Beach 

The maior offices, for a while, | 
were able to put a lot of the talent 
into hotels operated by the Hil- 
ton and Intercontinental chains, 
along with the newer inns. How- 
ever, conditions have changed to 
the extent that the large offices 
have been all but forced out of | 
the picture. Bulk of the traffic is 
now with Mexican, Cuban and 
South American acts who ply the 
islands. 

The major factor that has forced | 
mainland agents out of the Puerto | 
Rican talent picture are the union | 
regulations that forbid the writ- | 
ing of a single pact for television, 
theatres and nitery date. It had 
been customary for acts to play 
the hotels, then work television 


the American talent for all con- | 


cerned. However, it was impossible 


The indie would realize a profit 
on the whole deal. 

This type of operation couldn't 
be indulged in by the mainland 
date-diggers Result is that the 
U.S. agencies and acts have virtual 


ly been forced out of Puerto Rico. | 
American agents who have visited } 


San Juan recently have admitted 
that they cannot compete on that 


| basis because of union regulations 


which make necessary individual 
package operations become impos- 
sible. Several have indicated that 
they would appeal to the unions 
to permit changes in the present 
modus operandi so that more U.S 
acts can be used in the islands 

They believe that with more 
American acts working in Puerto 
Rican hotels, they could book 
more cheaply into Havana and 
possibly open up other islands in 
the Caribbean to U.S. acts 





Tivoli Circuit’s Cooper 
In U.S. to Case Talen 


nland | 


| El Toro, N. Y., Bowing 


El Toro, N. Y., is slated to open 


(Thurs.). Spot, to be 


tomorrow 
a Latin policy, with initial bill com- 
prising Lydia Scotti, a dance group 
| plus strolling guitarists. 

| El Toro was originally slated to 
open in April but construction dif- 
ficulties caused the delay. 


$1,734,496 Estate Left 
| By Meyerfield’s Widow 


| San Francisco, June 2 


| The widow of Morris M. Meyer- 
field Jr., who operated the Or- 





|contracts for every field, and thus|pheum vaude theatre circuit, left 


an estate of $1,734,496, according 
to an inventory filed in Frisco’s 
Superior Court last week 

Mrs. Nannie A. Meyerfield died 
last Feb. 11 at 91. 
| Property included 


more than 


$1,000,000 in securities and down- | 
town Frisco real estate worth 
more than $500,000. Principal 


beneficiaries are a daughter and 
grandson 





Japan’s Czech Circus 
Tokyo, May 26 
The Czeckoslovak State Circus 
featuring 70 artists ahd 35 animals 
| will open its Japan tour July 1, 


operated by Ray Shaw, will be on | 


Boris Pasternak Read 
‘Earthquake’ & Offered 


| 
| 
| Chicago, June 2 

} Berle, wearing his au- 
s hat but reading his writers’ 


| Milton 
tho 
lines 
| last week to plug his first nov 

| Earthquake,” at a fullhouse Sun- 
Times Book & Author luncheon 
said Berle. “You buy it and I get 
rich.” Ditto, presumably, for his 
| collaborator, tv scripter John Roe- 
burt, who was absent. Comic said 
he'd been asked by Hoke Norris 
S-T literary ed, to speak for 10 or 
15 minutes. “Are you kidding? I 
bow for 20!” 

Other Berle-ing points: 


“Boris Pasternak read the book. | 


Then he sent a wire and offered 
me asylum in Russia.” 

“Lawrence Welk said it's dance- 
| able.” 
| Winding on a serious note (for a 
moment, anyway), Berle said the 
book was an outlet for the serious 
| side of him that he’d never had 
an opportunity to express in his 
46-year career. 











Sunderland, Eng., Reopens 
Sunderland, Eng., June 2. 
The Empire Theatre here, local 





Berle Asylum in Russia 


mixed with the local literati | 
el 


“The plot of my book is simple ot 


‘Hot Holiday Hypo 
In Atlantic City 
For Cafes, Hotels 


Atlantic City, June 2. 

One of the hottest Memorial Day 
weekends ever recorded in metro- 
areas, plus the fact that 
the holiday came on a weekend, 
sent a record 75,000 crowd here. 

With most amusement spots 
geared for an average Memorial 
Day crowd, the influx was beyond 
their expectations, Steel Pier, 
which features Jimmy Dean in its 
|Music Hall and Richard Maltby 
in Marine Ballroom, played to near 
summer business all day Saturday. 
Business fell off Sunday, when 
cooling northwest winds dipped the 
mercury. 

Night clubs Saturday night did 
much better than average Memo- 
| rial Day business. George Shaw, 
| Graziella and Jimmy Roma plus 
| Carrie Adams were offered at 500 
| Club; Paddock had Dave Davies, 
| Tamara, Laura Lynn and Debbier 


politan 


. Gordon Cooper, talent buyer for | playing a month at this city's Kura-| vaudery shuttered by Moss Em-)| Lane; Hialeah, the Strong Bros., 
and/or vaude dates in the island,|/the Tivoli circuit, Australia, will|mae Kokugikan before moving on 
which would lower the price Of| arrive in the U.S. today (Wed.) for |to Fukuoka, Osaka and Nagaya. 


a prowl of acts. He will check in at 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel, Beverly 


| A unique feature will be “Plan- 
| etScope,” 


pires Ltd. two weeks ago because 
| it was not paying, is to be bought 


| by the Sunderland Town Council, | 
a giant screen on the| which will convert it into a muni-| Derby Wilson, Juanita Jones, Ma- 


to cover all this through separate | pills, and will leave for Las Vegas | ceiling on which two projectors | cipal theatre. 


contracts. 
This paved the way for the in- 


dies, who would sell the act to the | he'll fly to New York for confer- jexcept for Tuesday, an off-day. | 2,700-seater, it 
nitery for one sum, and for casual |ences with Eddie Elkort of Gen-| Tickets in Tokyo are scaled from| played by U.S. acts on tour in) ¢p 


June 10. 


Following the Vegas perusal, 


tv and theatres for another sum.’ eral Artists Corp. 





will show a color circus film. 
Two shows will be given daily 


56c to $2.23. 





I 


| Sunderland Empire was opened 
| 52 years ago by Vesta Tilley. A 
was 


’ Britain. 
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MOST OUTSTANDING NEWCOMER 
TO HIT VEGAS IN YEARS! 


Forrest Duke — Daily Variety 
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An 
comer makes his Vegas debut in 
this package — he’s 
& singer who is certain to join 
the vocal headliners before many 
months go by. Darian is handsome, 
—# big voice which he controls 
v1 
graceful showmanship. 


THUNDERBIRD HOTEL, 
outstanding young newe 
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Personal Management MIKE STEWART - 1650 Broadway, New York City 


regularly | 


Dorice Inge, Kim Riviera, John 
Frisco, Kathy Frost; Sepia Harlem, 
Toni Levexier, Flash Gordon, 


| teeth, Regina Defeo, Billie Graves 
plus Jimmy Tyler. Smaller spots 
offered added entertainment. 
Indicating that boardwalk hotels 
is year are going out for a share 
of the nitery dollar, Harvey Stone 
| and Dolores Leigh were the attrac- 
{tions in Traymore’s Submarine 
Room; the Ritz-Carlton featured 
Charlotte & Pedro Albani in its 
Carousel Room while Hotel Chel- 
sea brought in the Blackburn 
Twins & Jerry Coljins as it moved 
to make Westminster Hall a night 
spot. Most of the top beachfront 
hotels opened their cafes including 
Seaside with the Redcoats in their 
Surf 'n’ Sand Room; President with 
Joe Stern in Round-the-World 
Roome Claridge with Guardsmen in 
Mayfair lounge. 

New spot on boardwalk which 
got underway for the summer sea- 
son over the Memorial Day holiday 


is the Black Orchid lounge with 
Bunny Boyle, Tony Valo, Hope 
Brooks, Nancy Kelly, Reyez, and 


Marie Villon with Sammy Clanton 
and his piano featured. 
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A REFRESHING 
PERSONALITY—IN HUMOR 


DON TANNEN 


Currently Headlining 


LATIN QUARTER 


“New York 
DiR.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 























“THE COMEDIAN” | 


The Only Real Monthiy 

PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE ! 

THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 


Now in its 105th Issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, es, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono- 
fogs, parodies, double gags, bits, 
ideas, intros, impressions and _ im- 
personations, political, interruptions. 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly 
Introductory Offer: Last 12 issues $15 


Foreign: $30 Yr.—Single issues $4 
No €.0.D.'s 
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BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 
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THE MUSICAL AMBASSADOR 
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LAS VEGAS 


Personal Management 


CARLOS GASTEL 


Direction & 
GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
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New 


Acts 





FAGLE & MAN 


circles the stage with a variety of 


Comedy wacky character bits delineated by 


30 Mins. 
Steuben’'s, Boston 


Here’s a pair of clever lads who} Mickey Mouse, a Russian comi 

é - | . = . AT, +7 ’ 

present their own brand of comedy. | Chester, looking for “Mr. Dillon,” 

backed with pro musicianship, in | a Martian and an Israeli solda 
an act which should land them a among many 


the front ranks of their contempo- 


a fantastic collection of 


Both boys are speedy dispatchers 


of comic stuff and both 


headgeal 
which makes him Napoleon, Castro 


have flair 


raries. Out for some time in Aus- | nic t 

traiia and in U. S. south and west.| for miming; timing is slick and act 
yut not heretofore documented in| is refreshing in that they take 
New Acts, they offer a rousing 30] Pains not to be reminiscent of any 
minutes of unrestrained comeay | other comedy teams. Man sings 
in which they take turns in playing | . Birth of the Blues” straight un- 
straight for each’ other and blast veiling fine pipes and good phras- 
oul some great jazz interps on | ing. Eag!e, with the face of a clown 

| 


trumpet and cornet. and giving with just the right 
Standout is a smash “When the | @2mount of pathos, digs out a 
stan i s : , oo E r 5 h es 
Saints Go Marching In” with Eagle reangate Lips” in Bdge =~ 
on cornet and Man on trumpet with | C°&S ad” trina saa: Touis Prima & 
latter doing Satchmo carbon and | UPdated impresh, Louis Frima 
i Keely Smfth, panics the aud and 


Eagle capering his 200-pound bulk 
on 5-ft.-4 frame in battle of music. 
Opening finds Man, slim, person- 
able 5-ft.-6 youngster in tux, piping 
“Sitting on Top of the World”; 


will undcubtedly be picked up by 


a segment of the comic 


this season 


fraternity 
Trumpet solo “I Can't 


Get Started” by Man winds up with 


: : hagle ining trying for big 
Eagle, in tux outfit sporting Ber-| /@5*¢ ph et = . : . hit 
muda tux shorts | high note which he finally hits 


with pearl but- 
tons and pixie haircut, comes on 
through aud to big bellylaffs. 


| 
| 


Pair go into a double dixieland | 


“Jazz Me Blues” that 
with expert trumpet and cornet 
work. With gags falling thick and 


is terrific | 


fast, Man takes over the mike for! 


“Birth of the Blues” while Eagle 


e 

















SoC 


after engendering laughs for 
returns 


The double Satchmo “Saints” bil 
the 


in 


is a strong finish and stood 
aud on chair edges, resulting 


K 


three encores at opening in Steu- 
ben’s in which they reprised and 


made with the horns in 


|tumult. This act is plenty visual 
| has boff showmanship and_ looks 


| to hit comedy top ranks for ty 
oO oO , | niteries and stage. G 
-— oT = | ELLIE ROSS 
ae af | Sones 
et. | 15 Mins. 
t' Ty HOTEL Mister Kelly's, Chicago 
7 Ellie Ross, attempting sophisti- 







The completely new 





Boston a memorable 
one. Located in the 
heart of the shopping and enter- 














| cated 


chanteusing that 
with the small, poshy parlors, is 


identifies 


tentative toiler in that genre Just 


available info has her credited with 
j 


some legit, summer stock and 











: y or stint here, however, is 

: ot SvERY, with her firs! important cafe assign- 
ey bath and WV ment, and with savvy handling she 
ms on rooms, will could build into a worthy entr3 
make your visit to Besides some minor club work 


tainment district. Children under 14 — ae 
aay , ncluded in her repertoire ¢ 
ees — facilities. Sensibly “Moon is Blue,” “Who Wants to 
priced, tot Fall in Love?” and a bilingual ) 
Avery & Washington Sts, comprising “Pigalle,” “La Seine’: 
Oppesite Boston Common and “Darktown Strutters Ba 
HU 2-8000 Turn cayght also furnished a s 
cial number about a ferame 
goes to “~ at 10 but head 
home at 
— Miss Ross is not much a 
on French lyrics, nor d 
ch convince with her Anglo-F 
LE dialect. Whether such short 
can be remedied, there is 
ck eAres problem of material and presenta- 
5 GR tion. Simply, both nee ore so- 
ort? gving phistication, albeit singer’s appear- 
ce st OSS ance—garb, coif, etc—is on the 
com right course. More and stronger 
special tunes, enriched with sharps 
im wit and satire, are indicated. Giver 
all this, it only remains to as 
tain if Miss Ross can generate t 
‘flair and savoir faire, the dramati 
. AN % accoutrements, that per! 4 
Currently MONTE CARLO HOTEL ween potent than any other elk 
Miami Beach ment. 

















NITERIES FAVO 
OPERATIC G 


THE 
METROPOLITAN 


QUARTET 


Balto 2 
TO 


1427 Munsey. Bidg 
NEW YORK PHONE 


Md 
2-2090 





BABY CORTEZ 
Songs, Piano, Organ 
22 Mins. 


| Chaudiere, Ottawa 


Marqueed as “Baby,” Dave Cor- 
tez gets top billing at the Chau- 
diere Club via his Clock label 
disclick, “Happy Organ.” But he 
neglected to equip himself with a 
vital item—amn act—before preem- 

















THANKS FOR A WARM HOMECOMING 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 


LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK 
NIGHTERIES FAVORITE OPERATIC SINGING GROUP 


THE METROPOLITAN SEXTETTE 


NEW YORK PHONE: TO 2-2090 
METROPOLITAN ARTISTS, INC., 1427 Munsey Bidg., Balvo., Md. 




















The DEEP RIVER BOYS 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 


International Tour 


ELMWOOD CASINO | 





WINDSOR, CANADA 





Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.: ED KIRKEBY 


hak 


a 
% 4. 








wild 


The result is chaotic 
fusing and could be damaging if 
exhibited in an area where record 
sales are biggest. Cortez is a capa 
ble musician but no showman and 
left to his own resources, his stint 


ing here 


comes out sans coordination, stag 
ing and impact 

Stanza tees with Cortez chantin 
then terping, both possible as gim- 


in a constructed session but 
they 


KS 


{ as are, Cc 


dangling 





tted without loss. Piano bit 
in rock 'n’ roll style, then 
to th electric organ where he 
belts even the moody items. With- 
ol evidence of cues, he jumps 
from organ to 88 to pipes, leaving 
the pression he should be than 
ful for an orchestra that can pi 
up and follow without scoring 
\ it stands, Cortez’s nitery 
nza displays him as an organist 
10 has nothing over other orgar- 
s except a high-rating disk. Uniil 
1ehody writes him an_ act 
1c] him showmanship sawvy 
i produces a routine for him 
é uld be wise to stick to disk- 
ing C;or? 


RONDART & JEAN 
Dart-Throwing 
8 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Act has offbeat angle 
trigu but will require 
sharpening for world market. Male 
most of the dart- 
shooting series of darts on 
He 


evel 


that {n- 


careful 


part: * does 
ble 
to dart-board from his mouth 
s from various stances 
nz on chair with his head 
lown, and hits more than 
one bull’s-eye during course ot! 
Also, bursts balloons held 

! dart-board by femme part- 

net 10 also does minor share of 
lowing 

Act uses stooge from audience 
liam Tell-type stunt when 

t knocks a cigaret oif the 
er’s” head by blowing dart 
This garners good audi- 

f action, especially after com- 


ups'¢ ( 


con. | 


Inside Stuf—Vaude 


Fear that Atlantic City would lose its last big national exhibit were 
dispelled last week when General Motors renewed for six more years 
tl lease on the GM Exhibit which has been a cuffo attifaction on 
Announcement that the new lease had been 


ne 


S | Pier for many years 


ula 


otiated v 
CGM, and 


as mad 


e | 
George 


Thomas 


A Hamid, 


J. Kenny, 
pier president. 


who manages the exhibit 
The present exhibit, 


occuples more than 15,000 square feet, exclusive of office and 
nlenance areas, opened on May 24, 1947. 


Four Canadian performers arrived in Gaza last week to en- 
tertain UN Emergency Force troops. Canada is one of the seven 
untries contributing to the force). They are Montreal thrush Mae 

an and her pianist-husband Lee Norris, Toronto terper Zena 
Cneever 





Skelton Chi Run 
Red-Letter Days 
For Chez Paree 


Chicago, June 2. 
If the Chez Paree needed a raj 
in the wake of In- 


of sunshine 


ternal Revenue Service back-tax 
claims, disclosed a fortnight ago,.| 
it has it in Red Skelton. The clown, | 


<ing his first appearance at the 
eseater in 23 years, has been 
iving to capacity or near at 
show since his May 21 tee- 


ery 


\dditionally, he since has gen- | 


ated more reservations in one 
over 3,000—than any Chez 
eadliner before him. 

Not unexpectedly, business eas- 
ily warranted six, 
usual four, shows over the first 
two weekends, and it's likely next 
weekend will ditto. 

Skelton was figured for a hep 


instead of the | 


b when he tries out dart- reception, but still remarkable are | 


t ng on a dummy and hits dart 
bar n middle of its forehead 

N is some stronger finish and 

ening, but has novelty appeal 


Vande, Cafe Dates | 


New York 


Wanderers booked for the 
Country, Brooklyn, tonight 
bill headed by Larry 
Castle Sisters into 

B Boston, June 22 <a 
Shoshana Damari has returned to 
e Cafe Sahbra for a four-weeke! 

Dobby Remsen and Vic Graham 
the Golden Slipper, Glen 

L. I.... Carmen McRae and 

in Corey comprise the new bill 























The 
To & 
W on 
Sierch 


tb’s 


Village Vanguard , which 
sta i last night (Tues.) e 
Jacque Zarrow the new fiddler at 
I Brooks & Haller signed 


ersonal manager Bill Foster. 


Hollywood 
Gegi Grant has been set as guest 


loist at Hollywood Bowl’s “Cole 
Port Night” Aug. 8. Singer will 
so ppear at the Pleasanton 
( f.. Fair June 29 and the Mapes 


Hotel in Reno Juiy 9... Patricia 
Morison will star in “The King 


And I” at Dayton Memorial Audi- 
tor for one week beginning 
July 14 Shecky Greene and 


Ruth Olay topline the show open- 


ing at the Cloister Friday (5)... 
Nelson Eddy back following a two- 
wee! nitery stand in Juarez, 
Mexico . Andre Previn wil! join 


Elle Lee and the Bowick Singers at 
Hollywood Bowl July 1 concert 
Andre Kostelanetz will conduct the 


L. A. Philharmonie orchestra 
Chicago 
Henny Youngman set for the 
Black Orchid June 10 Cliff 
Arquette inked for the Tribune- 


sponsored Chieagoland Music Fest 
in August ... Dick Haymes pacted 
by Mr. K's, Minneapolis, starting 
Aug. 10... Singer Chico Holiday 
into the Metropole, Windsor, Ont 

Aug. 3 for two frames, with Danny 
Costello opening there Sept. 14 . 

Tommy Leonetti switched his July 
Cloister date to Oct. 6... Petti- 
coats to the Park Hotel, Great 
Falls, Mont., July 13... “An Eve- 


ning With Richard Rodgers.” co- 
starrng Felix Knight and Larry 
Douglas, plays the Minneapolis 
Music Under the Stars Fest Aug. 8 
Houston 

Carmen Cavallaro opened a two- 
weekery at International Club of 
Shamrock Hotel, following by 


Molly Bee and Pete Pederson... 
Jean Shannon & Brooks Bros. 
opened at Tidelands Club 


Sonny Land Trio at Royal Palms 
Lu Ann Simms in at Crescendo 
Club for two weeks, sharing bill 


ihe 
eat 


standing ovations that accrue to 
h performance. That hasn't hap- 
ed at the Chez, it's said, since 


pen 
I 


| 
' 


Metopera diva Helen Traubel de- | 


buted her nitery turn there in 
1953 

So far, Skelton has kept outside 
appearances to a minimum —to 


“conserve strength,” as pressagent 
Milton Weis puts it. Comic has 
committed himself to only a few 


iajor radio and tv interviews and 
an appearance last Wednesday 
26) at a luncheon given by the 


local chapter of the Academy of 
relevision Arts & Sciences. He's 
been exceptional grist for the 


newspapers, however, including a 
half-page layout in the Sun-Times 





of candid pix snapped at his preem 


int—a rare acknowledgment in 
this town for a nitery act. And | 
needless to say, the gossip col- 
umns have been wooing him al- 
ost daily. 

Skelton departs next Tuesday 
9 for a concert-style 11-day 
tand at Carter Barron Amphi 
heatre, Washington, D.C. He has 
a month back at the Riviera in 


Las Vegas commencing June 29, 
then flies to Tokyo and probable 
appearances before U.S. forces in 
Korea 





Sammy Lewis Status Quo 
Las Vegas, June 2 

Ed Levinson, spokesman for a | 

new group currently negotiating to 

purchase the Riviera Hotel here, 

announced that if and when the 


sale is consummated, Sammy 
Lewis will continue as entertain- 
ment director. 


Lewis has produced the shows at 
the lavish resort hotei for the past 
four and a half years. 
LT 


s and Vancouver magico Celeste Evans. 
++ 











| 
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Toby’ Comics Recalled 











Gastonia, N. C. 
Editor, VARIETY 


Referring to “Toby” show com- 
ics in May 20 Variety, you missed 
some of the best that played the 
south: Cal West with Bill, Roys 
Comedians, Bud Hawkins, Billy 


Van Allen, Jimmy Doss, Bert Bert- 
ram, Ches Davis Boots Walton, 
Happy Lawson, Lee White, Skinny 
Candler, Don Lanning. 


Ernest Tipton 


ee 


NICK 
LUCAS 


’ With His Troubadors 


HOLIDAY HOTEL 


RENO, Nev. 


Opening JUNE 4th 
thru July 9th 
































WANTED— 
BRIDESMAID ON STILTS 


The 30 Foot Bride of Candy 
Rock needs « stilt-walking 
girl friend for July honey- 
moon. 


Contact: Columbia Pictures, 
New York, N.Y. 
PL +4400 Ext. 253 














FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 
for all Theatricals 
“We Service the Stars” 
Big Temporary Special on All 
33 Gag Files for $15, Pius $1.00 Postage 
Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 for $40 
@ 3 Parody Books, Per Bk. 





BILLY 
GLASON'S 


site 
@ 4 Blackout Books, Per Bk. .. $256 
@ Minstrel Budget $256 


How to Master the Ceremonies 
$3 per Copy 
No C.0.D’s “Always Open” 
BILLY GLASON 
-¥.C. 19 CO §-1316 
EING and COMEDY) 
Professional Train You 


200 W. 54th St., N 
(WE TEACH EMCE 
(Let @ Real 














YVONNE MORAY 
PALUMBO’S CAFE 


Phila., Pa. 
(thank you Phil-Webb Atts.) 





Joe Glaser, Pres. 





' 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. | 
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* Pub.: J. Brandon, 450 West 24th Street, 
iti ee ee ee ee ee eee 
TN 


JOAN BRANDON 


WORLD'S GREATEST HYPNOTIST 


Directors and Producers Agree 


“Joan Brandon ip the Greatest entertainer | have ever 
booked in all my years of preducing shows here and 


41M WILSON, 
Valley Shews, Phoenix, Ariz. 


New York CHelsea 3-8387 
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with comedian Charlie Manna. 













PARAMOUNT THEATRE, San Paulo, Brazil 
Mot. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 
————————— 





RCA-Victor Records Exclusively 





Currently 
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’ > , | dis ning and closin 4 y . y is yp (7 y 
New Frontier, Las Vegas | distinction of opening hg £) Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. were satisfied with a lengthy (70 Shoreham, Wash. 
. : the season. Last September, Miss | lla Fitz ld (with Lou Levy|™inutes) show. Though her cur- Washington, May 26 
Las Vegas, May 23. igh d off this handsome in-| Ella Fitzgera wr ou Levy ; : f her familiar - » May <0. 
Knight teed o s handso h (16) rent show reprises of her familiar Celeste Holm, Bob Cross Orch 
Mickey Rooney, Joey Forman,|timery with a pro flair and she is Quartet), Count Basie Orc 16) | bits—“I Got Lost,” frenzied cym-| (13): §2 cover.’ s Ore 
- Diahann Carroll, Helen Wood, Don winding up the same way. with Joe Williams; Bela Babai | },4) beating with “All Over Now” | ; ver, 
7 . > } ' "he 5 » m . } ed 
ot Swenson, Venus Room Starlets!  aithough appearances on the ,O7¢h: $4-$5 cover ($10 dinner) ang “Lazy River”—plus an ovation} Celeste Holm. that  versatil 
(12), Nat Brandwynne Orch (13); | CO ‘ : | opening). | with Winchel} : for ; ’ a ersatile 
n : . | cafe circuit are less frequent than wi a inchel!_ mention for} .narmer. returned to the nitery 
roduced by Bill Miller; $3 min ; i stil —- “You're Nobody Till Somebody | ;; ° ely ; 
n } a decade ago, Miss Knight still| | , anit 5 Y | line to open the Shoreham Hotel's 
imum. lexhibits the savvy that kept her| _ The Starlight Roof of the Wal-| Loves You"—she comes up with| pig fashionable Terrace for the 
4 —— | lilting interps at the top of all dorf-Astoria opened the summer new fare, sometimes sentimental, | worm months. Only eeuhie wen 
ne A show headed ~by Mickey) platter lists. Performance on the | Season with a bang. Ella Fitzgerald, sometimes a spiritual, but scoring that. on opening night, the cloudy 
ss Rooney reopens the two-year-dark- whole is almost too restrained | Who’s moved over the eastside | a}) the way. overcast was too cool for comfort 
ened Venus Room, and it’s an im-| when compared with the produc-| from Birdland with a stopoff at the; This time around she features | while foreboding rain. Despite the 
pressive one for which producer tion thrushes now in_ evidence. Copacabana, is a natural for this pianist Ernest DeLorenzo and) a¢vilish weather. the place was 
om Bill Miller can take well-deserved This is a welcome change but | posh layout as is Count Basie, who guitarist Red Newmark, who fur-' aimost filled, and that's all the 
'n bows. Rooney and his partner Joey sometimes leaves the newcomers 1s co-billed. ; ayq | nishes fireworks with his fretting | evidence required to establish that 
e Forman could do no wrong on at a loss to judge offering. It's a field day for the Fitzgerald | of “After You've Gone.” AlwayS| her name means customers 
la ening night when they breezed rv ‘cely be. | fans. She’s on for close to an hour ahead, Miss Sherwood quiets the _ name ans cus ers. A 
Oo} g nig ’ Femme mixes tunes nicely be : ked with 15 1 With “The Third Best Sport 
through some very funny Mel Dia- tween the ballads and the blues with a songbag pac e wit 2 tablers with a brace of Irving Ber- game over, she reverted to th 
~- mond-scripted skits that kept the fo. an okay reception, but it isn’t socko items. It was a long vocal | lin standards, “All Alone” and | ime material she had used at oe 
yocks coming fast. until she swings into the familiar haul but she never tired and nei-|*Always.” After a smart admix- York's Plaza jast year. It's good— 
Rooney, with his perfect timing, items on the folk tune side that rae - atl youl ye ere Rg ture of rock 'n’ roll, she pleases| 4 packaged act with a theme run- 
demonsirates his worth as ay actor, solid attention is given. Entire vs oe d “ oy ’ & . ked the oldsters with a pair of seldom- ning through it and a cleverly staged 
comedian and magnificent mugger shew is in English which limits, to gy pga y would have aske heard oldies, * Wreck of Old 97" | climax leaving everyone happy, 
as he romps through such roles as a certain extent, the drawing | She mitt in top form at the open- and This Train Don't Carry No even if singing isn't the top article 
Japanese general and slow-motion power for this bilingual room, but! j 10 chow iy her > th | Gamblers. among her talents 
tennis player. Forman, well on his smoothness and delivery more than inees ae ea Glece eth _Kudosing “my friend, Gene Aus- Whole thing is built around her 
n way to stardom in his own right, make up such a minor minus. aouminanate poe otvie te build inte — weg p Minnie = a A opening singing line, “What does 
is the ideal partner for Rooney, hy nnv G: 2 ton greed: ae. ae unes: .onesome oad, Wee | an we ‘ nan?” N 
4H Who gives him full credit for '.is| pautNotar trio ‘gives. artist. fine | one, OF net best vocal sets. Working |ding Bells Are Breaking Up This | furprise ‘at all involved; it turns 
e otent assistance Seana’ aie aie g! Ry Bae with the Lou Levy Quartet, who|Ojd Gang of Mine,” “How Come |’ ghey Fy 8 ee, eee 
I cect : support and please during inter-| rate a nod for laying down anj|}yoy Do Me Like You Do?” and|?Ut ' % ots, all phasés remind- 
3 Diahann Carroll, a sepia looker, lude sessions. Room closes June 13 | effective accompanying beat, Miss “Take ~ mae am Off. Baby” and | 28 her of songs. In the process 
as Ee sense ‘ama as she P s rj Notar! F na ” wi “ < * eg. are § hose “he’s »f 
y 2 with both peotinenagens gee i Fle eg oe ig Me pen joe — lend I a Sy tries to get off. She has to come but ie on pe ln SM 
* pa A ten la 'P “f » Fc 2x Momsdnewer Lovely” and kept everything de-| hack for a cymbal-beating signoff, which she le pana A 
cateness, combined with impres- rentians for resort engagements} }ightful and delicious for the rest pil) Bailey,” for a begotf which she delivers whammo with 
- sive personal drive. Numbers in- and Gallant planing to Europe on of her 60-minute musical tour. | “Johnny Long orch prefaces the her misty blue eyes and torchy 
iy clude “How About You?”, “It Had a combined pleasure and business Repertoire is loaded with stand-| chow witl : “crmmor cere, | Projection. Ender for the act is 
To Be You,” “I Enjoy Being A/ jaunt. Newt. ards and class pops and when cee aly Bh slick summer sere- | well staged. She has new lyrics for 
Girl.” “Shoppin’ Around,” “But they’ iv t itzgerald wy, | Dade instrumental of “Good Old “76 Trombones.” : 
srg ee ng * ney're given the Fitzgerald touch | Summertime,” “Heat Wave” and| ‘9 ‘ _ 
- Not For Me,” “I Wish I Were In > . | they sound better than ever be-|“cummertime,” and satisfies the All the time Miss Holm (sweet 
= Love Again,” and a medley from Flamingo. Las Vegas | fore. In the closing portion of the 4... ¢. ’ — Holm) has accomplished a strip 
roe al Beas” : terp fans : . : 
Porgy am ess. Las Vegas, May 28. turn, the Basie band comes on to After Miss Sherwood’s fortnight which leaves her in something so 
Helen Wood neatly blends a vi- Ted Lewis, Marie McDonald,| accompany her on “Whatever Lola| yonely and Orrin Tucker's band brief that the inspiration must 
vacious personality into a spark-| Larry Adler, Ted Fio Rito, Beverly | Wants,” “Who’s Got The Pain” | ome ‘in for a June 11-24 stand have come from Minsky’s. In it 
ling exhibition of graceful toe Marshall, Eddy Chester, Cathy Ba-| ‘both from “Damn_ Yankees”), | » "Bark. |(she had begun clad floor to neck 
terpirg. The beautiful ballerina is sic. Don Kirk, Jeannie Stevens,| “Funny Face.” “Lullaby of Broad- * | to wrists), she leads the Bob Cross 
featured in two Dorothy Dorben Figmingoettes (12), Jack Cathcart, Way” and a blues bit. It all worked Bountatahend orch, each member blowing various 
production numbers, “Gigi,” and | Orch (14): produced by Barry Ash-| UP to a rousing sendoff. 7 ° | horns, with Cross at the back on 
“A Salute To Gershwin,” with the | jo, $3 minimum Show opens with Basie bend | New Hiope |a tuba, while, herself spinning a 
fine songology of Don Swenson and . : working over a nifty swinger fea- | New Hope, Pa., May 29. | baton in frantic circles. It’s a 
faultless footwork of the Venus .,, | turing the maestro’s slick kevboard| Jackie Miles, Sandy Stewart, climaxer which takes some time 
$ i A \ wi — " } Str C € i tes, “ Wy ote we , . : ’ 
Room Starlets (12) as backing. Nat with his All-Star Revue, on pad 4 |lead. The orch (three rhvthm, Johnny Crawford, Buster Burnell Stirs an audience and leaves them 
Brandwynne’s orch (13) is out-) i. nostalgic song-and-dance sek seven brass ard five reed) keeps! Girls (4), Mickey Rodgers Combo | too already-applauded to react 
standing as homogenizer of the! 00 is a solid click. Lewis h . 7 (everything musically right and | (5); $5 minimum. noisly when it's over. Yet, they 
entire show, which is set for four “®* * ~nathe : is has Sur- | even when it’s swinging hard, the mitted Miss Holm when the music 
1 ’ rounded himself with some top- . : : 
ve uke. | notch talent, and the team pulls |S0un¢s fits excellently into the| Jackie Miles ran into a noisy | finally silenced 
|consistent yocks plus brisk mitt | \7°™§ acoustical requirements. | prom crowd at his preem at the| ‘A sidelight was something no 
LS a tien faces . ““" | Main portion of the Rasie sect is Fountainhead—and walked off to | ome could have siaged on purpose. 
7 Ben Blue‘s, he —- _. ,.. | turned over to Joe Williams. A) heavy applause with the young- One of her numbers was “The 
7” Santa Moniea ae hee a pixie-like | blues singer of solid standing, Wil- | sters on his side. Honorable Mr. So and So.” At the 
Santa Monica, May 29. eS ee — aa 5 8 ane | Nawes fecks UP 2 big, seore with) The man with the quivering lips instant she started it, a married 
Sains. “See a out comedienne who is ripe for a| “More Than _ Likely, It's The lied out all the stops in a 45-| Washington VIP who merits cor- 
B ue, 3arbara Heller, Sam- th - P : ~- r ~< aes pulled OL al le siops In a 0 
my Wolfe, Diane Lefti, Mildred Broadway musical. Eddy Chester, | Talk of The Town” and “Well All| ninute stint. He did card tricks, | Tectly the term “honorable” before 
pte S Dikee?d Cannan | vewis’ original “Shadow is aj| Richt. Okay, You Win.” threw in some magic 2ating his name, entered the Terrace to 
Law, Dick Bernie, Richard Cannon, | ¢rong ass 4 Cathy eg : i me gic, ‘eating 
; kie Rapp, Berbera English rong asset, an athy Basic, a Basie also hits a neat beat for jighted cigarets) sang like Bing and | meet his giri friend, who had been 
; oienas toes Laas Geek COS: beautiful singer, contributes heavi- | the terpsters after the formal show Satchmo and himself, banged on Waiting an hour alone.) 
$3 be cna “pa “’+ ly to the festivities. Lee Berger | is over and the W-A regular, Bela | the piano—and told jokes. Miss Holm’s breadth of personal. 
. guides on the 88. — ——— = keen the Gene. Tailoring his material to his, ity is large, but it fits better into 
- al ; . Marie McDonald is extra added | cers hanpy with his easv pre-show | youthful audience. he managed to | 2M intimate room than the spacious 
Ben Blue’s Santa Monica bistro or the bill, and proves here again | Musicale. Basie, incidentally, will coaniie in his pom Fe version of ,environment of an open-air dance 
Comes Ss stand out as one of | that she can easily headline at any | hold over when Tommy Sands re- | «jioneysuckle Rose” without of-| floor. Yet, she clicks in this situa- 
the top dollar values along the | nitery or theatre. Miss McDonald | Places Miss Fitzgerald June 22. | fending. One table of older folks | tion; best, perhaps, with the come- 
reer re — eng ee never looked better, and the beau- | Gros. |roared with anticipation when | 4Y numbers. 
nite oe oe neem of pie teous canary scores as a song- aa eee | Miles said he was going to do the| Next on Allan Bralove's Terrace, 
threo 7 hon ie + fie seller with such numbers as “I Biack Orchid, Chi routine which long has been his | for three weeks starting June 5, 
ature ¢ as Vegas niterieés OF | Fee} A Song Coming On,” “I : » classic. He didn't let them down) are Los Chavales de Espana, fea- 
the local Moulin Rouge, it does As 5 “s : ; Chicago, May 27. classic. € Lan € nem \ A . pe 
al i » it */Could've Danced All Night.” “I| Geo > Witt. A : Be and the kids seemed t nioy it, | turing Grupo Flamenco. The Cross 
score evenly on talent. Satew tel Be te zeorge De Witt, Mauri Leighton, | an 2 ee eee ae Ol ee ts ee : 
lo s the Bine’s fold is retur mnjoy Being A Girl.” “Married 1 | Joe Parnello Trio; $1.50 cover. too. é _ . | SEA, CRICTINS SReNSS popularity 
Joining he Blue’s fold is return- , Can Always Get, Learning The | He started another Miles special with the Shoreham regulars since 
= ing Barbara Heller, and, newcom-| Blues,” “Over The Rainbow,” plus | It’s debut in this small r —the hilarious Gene Autry bit—| his Jan. 1 opener, stays through 
" ers to this spot, songstress Diane a medley, “Paradise,” “Fall In | a cout in this small room 9 f ' »| the summer Car, 
Letth eae pon Mh Frankie eee {tan AN aradise, Falling - n for the current tandem, and bright-| but had to beg off because of the 1€ § r. P. 
Lel I I ove With Love,” and “Why Was | ly acquitted over some 50-odd min- | !ate hour. gic 





Miss Heller is a skinny little gal 
whose performing abilities catapult 


I Born?” Miss McDonald's con- 
ductor-accompanist, Ted Fio Rito, 





utes. George De Witt is about as 
diffuse and loose-knit a comic 





Singer Sandy Stewart, back for 
the second time in a month at the 


Chi Chi, Palm Springs 





as ‘ eteseidiaial ia: Vas ; as : - iF Palm Springs, May 30. 
i = & seh sna class. is an excellent teammate, and | any around, but a thoroughly ami- plush Bucks County spot, didn't] 4ytone k Curtiss ; et 
ler turn runs along the same path | during one of her costume changes | able standup who moves the gags have to worry about fitting in with | 7 ycas Evelyn Farne y Rill Alex. 
last time out. It’s filled with gets warm audience reaction when | and bits briskly for nice returns. the younger set. She's only 21 but gnder’ Orch (5): $2.50 cover Sat 
sock as she mimics, sings, struts|he plays some of the hits he'’s|He kids tv commercials and how-, her presentation and the way she | 6y1,, one ‘otis 
. d even sives Blue, a master in | cleffed, “Charlie My Boy,” “Little | to-stop-smoking efforts, runs| handles herself make this hard to is om 
the ,Chaplin class, a run in the Grass Shack,” “I Never Knew,” | through celeb carbons, and winds) believe asiemntn: ans oni fliciall 
deadpan department. Interpreta- i “Sometimes.” “Laugh Clown bv fielding tabler song requests Her clever songalog ranges from . 8 1 eason fe iclally 
tions include Bette Davis, Tallulah | Laugh.” and “To: on 9 | oO er St u 4, “'Thet Cortain Gmile | over, this boite hasn’t heard about 
Bankhead. Roberta Sherwood and augnh, an Toot Toot Tootsie.” | with beaucoup kibitzing. Much of the intimate “That Certain Smile, the closing. In fact, with Antone 
Bees ekond —— ee Don Kirk, Jeannie Stevens, Chris | his stuff is corn-fed, but De Witt's her biggest record hit, to an UP-! 2 Curtiss comedians. who run the 
yee eS . ; Brown and Marlene Kirk, who are | pacing and prepossessing manner tempo “Thou Swe!" in w hich her | samut from pratfalls to High C 
‘ Miss Lefti, a big, sexy looking also featured in a sock opening | help coax the laughs along. voice shows some of the dramatic | the Starlite Room has just com: 
blonde, scores with a solid Give | Barry Ashton production number| Sepia singer Mauri Leighton is quality of Judy Garland’s. Beauti- pleted one of its best weeks of 
le the Single Life and “I Get A | called ‘Sing You Sinners,” embel-|a deep-throated and stylish per- fully gowned, the pretty redhead the year ' 
J Kick Out of You.” Rapp, a stand- | jjish some of Miss McDenald's| former with plenty of talent that | knows exactly what she is doing This pair of comics can't help 
= up comic, is as scintillating aS | nymbers with fine vocals and foot- | comes over despite some annoying at the mike. And she can sing, too. but be compared to Martin & 
7 his material allows. The yocks | work, mannerisms. Her otherwise excel- Johnny Crawford, a_ pleasing | ;ewic when they were first. bri« 
come sporadically as he rotates his Larry Adler balances the bill, | /¢mt, animation tends to become emcee with a good singing voice, ¢.deq but except for the fact that 
gags around his Italian father. =| 24 got hefty applause from first. | OVeTly expressed, and she’s apt to and the Buster Burnell Girls con-| Foie Curtiss is the clown and 
Filling out the Blue show is Mil-  nighters with his harmonica art- elocutionize here and there. Re- tinue on the bill, with he Mickey comes frem the east (Hell's 
dred Law, a brunet terper who istry. Accompanied at the piano sultant is an emphatic delivery Rodgers combo providing the Kitchen) and Mare Antone is the 
|; -flashes some nice gams with a) py “Ellis Larkins. Adler offers where subtlety and shading would background. Bitt straight and comes from Stevben- 
' « . - i 2 ar nv yt mai —- ie "3 Ore 2eCtiV > > ite — at ae tag 
y= smile; Barbara English, another | with sensitivity and showmanship | >€ More effective. Her test items 7 ville, O. (Martin’s hometown), the 
| ixom blonde, used as a foil for| “Summertime,” “It Ain't Neces-| &e “There — ap Be Another | Chaudiere. Ottawa | comparison ends. They even give 
. with Blue; Richard Cannon, a) carjly So,” “Funny Valentine.” | a peg’ — y, 2 racapeetege of Ottawa, May 30. imitations of M & L and prove 
3 | Negro singer who also bartends «Gavotte,” “Rumanian Rhapsody” ne = t need Me nee ht 0€S| Baby Cortez, Vic Spaddy, Melino | it’s what’s up front, if it’s fresh, 
ir ; here between. shows. He ane and “St. Louis Blues.” Jack Cath- ietty ot aacnmen €ekish i0r €8) ¢ Hollis, Bob Arlen Dancers (5),| that counts. 
pressed with “Just One of Those | cart’s orech (14) backs the skedded y mit getaway. Harry Pozy Orch (8); $1 admis- They are in the best team tradi- 
+ Things” and “St Louis Blues.” On| four-week show with appropriate Jge Parnelio’s tunesters ably sion : tion of show biz and though to- 
- : latter number he’s self-accomped | anjomb, uke. | Showback. and. deserve a_ special | *"" gether only two years can be rated 
‘ | on drums. Ponce-Ponce, a Hawai- | | nod for De Witt’s“turn, managed Baby Cortez. as Dave Cortez old pros. Comedy has to come 
; ian bus boy, belts a good “Gra- | | with minimal rehearsal. Show's in| .°°"), , a, : llywood soor d whe 
a 5 nada” a pg a ® nics real well } | for a fortnight Pit (New Acts) is billed at the Chau- back to Ho ywoo oon an when 
. Eve “ eM mem “i. Hibbler.| = Louisiane. Paris - |diere in his current (to June 6) it does Antone & Curtiss will 
5 aughn Monroe, A ibbler, A ae ee | otint. fe bh »d seriously by lack | prove to be the Laurel & Hardy, 
5 Psp te Se. & : Armatr Paris. June 2 . stint, is hampered seriously by lac t 
J : ammy Davis Jr., Louis Armstrong, . 7 “- | Statler-Hilton, Dallas (of routining and showmanship | Abbott & Costello or Dane & 
, é Johnnie Ray and Elvis Presley, . “a ed Ss Gais, Aaron | Dallas. May 29 savvy. Carried by his disclick,| Arthur of their day. 
: ‘hich sho T Ts; $< tmimum., ~ 2 ¥ arnt he . *, a -» 4 om j . V 
. : lich shook up the club. | Sreagers, —- Roberta Sherwood, with Ernest |“The Happy Organ,” he will prob- Pair is preceded by J. Arthur 
‘ ‘ Blue’s regular partners, Sammy | Smartiy laid little 1e js|DeLorenzo and Red Newmark; | ably garner okay business for the Lucas who sings a whole flock of 
i Wolfe amd Dick Bernie, continue| , >™aruly laid out ti cave 4S! Johnny Long Orch (11); $2-$2.50| club, but unless the stint gets some | Standards, doing best with two old 
: ale : Q \ s in New . . ’ “4 —e-t P oniinl Petraes . “He 
4 ; o back the show in competent | done a la Bourbon Street in } | cover. sort of sparking, the letdown the | spirituals and worst with “Hello, 
wle and draw their own mitt ac- | Orleans. with a trio of listenable | aa customers will get when they | Young Lovers.” Evelyn Farney, an 
: tion in a couple of skits. Blue’s | Sepia jazz and blues performers. | In her second stand at the plush adroit hoofer, completes the bill. 





athe 





Glee Club, comprised of the acts | 
and club employees, winds revue 
with “While A Cigarette Is Burn- 
ing.” Ivan Lane’s house band (5) | 
comes across in his usual tip-top 
fashion, Kafa. | 


| 
| 


Ritz Carlton, Montreal 
Montreal, May 29. 

Evelyn Knight, Johnny Gallant, 
Paul Notar Trio; $2-$2.50 cover 





| 
} 


Evelyn Knight is the only thrush | 
to date in the Ritz Cafe with the 


Situated under a restaurant spe- 
cializing in Creole food, the eatery 
and boite have become Yank tour- 
ist haunts as well as a focal spot 
for U.S. regulars and Frenchmen 
looking for jazz atmosphere. 

Inez Cavanaugh, an old hand at 
French boites, is in good form and 
makes her blues and special mate- 
rial ring right and true. She is 
always a begoff and well supported 
by, plus good interim playing of 
Don Gais and Aaron Bridgers on 
the piano. Club !coks to develop 
into a staple here. Mosk. 


‘Empire Room in 20 months, 
Roberta Sherwood makes a big bid 
to break her previous attendance 
(which put her in the top three 





i. draws in her Oct., 1957, run). | 


Bowing to a capacity house, thrush 

|—in a plain blue cocktail dress 
j and sans makeup—strolled from 
the entrance, piping “Love Is 
| Many Splendored,” wandered 
}through the room for handshakes 
jand chatter bits before going on- 
stage. 





old fans and lotsa new ones. All 


watch him onstage may do serious 
harm to disk sales. 

Vic Spaddy, comic, and Melino 
& Hollis, acro-comedy, are re- 
placed Monday (1) by Bori & Bor, 
novelty bit. Bob Arlen’s clicko line 
of five femme terpers stays on 
with three colorful production 
bits, last one using males from the 
audience for gimmick items with 
strawhats, rolled trouser legs, and 
rtiny aprons. Line is attractively 
dressed and nicely trained for good 
|impact. Harry Pozy orch maintains 


and dancing music, Gorm, 


Bill Alexander's band, down to 
five, backstops with plenty x vol. 
Scul. 


| Jonathan Winters in N.Y. 


San Francisco, June 2. 
Comedian Jonathan Winters, who 
suffered what amounted to a 
|nervous breakdown in mid-May 
while working at the hungry 1, 
checked out of a suburban sant- 





No doubt about it; she had her|its longtime’ superb showbacking | tarium late last week 


He flew to New York 








54 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 3, 1959 











VARIETY BILLS} 
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NEW YORK CITY 


MUSIC HALL #€ 
Varel & Bailly 
Les Chanteurs 
Trio Martelli 
Maria Neglia 
Kita Lauria 
Alan Cole 


tockelttes 
h. Paige Ore, 
ROXY 


| The Goofers 


Helen Halpin 
Darryl Stewart 
| M’Kay & Charles 


Corps de Ballet | tobi. Boucher Ore 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Martha & Adolfo 
Tivoli k & B Carley 

Sue Peters 
L a ees Barton r. Stuchb’r’y 


c ibson Girls 

Gordon & Colville 
Alle n Bros & 
zing Mar goes 








sune 


Lloyd Nairn 
rank Ward 
Deidre Green 
Anna Paulle 


Am 
yo ve LAIDE 
Cay a per 
% ? Sabrina 
o . eS Sab “ yn Andrea Dancers 
Ms —— S & M Harrison 
Lor’a’ne Bransgrove Billy Baxter 
SYDNEY Misiin Juniors 
Tivoli Crocker & Clark 
Johnny Lockwood David Sterle 
Len Lowe | Jackie Monnier 
BRITAIN 
ASTON | GLASGOW 
Hippodrome Empire 
Piddock & Penny | Kathie Kay 
Annette & Noel | Larry Marshall 
6 Showgirl Nudes | Archie McCulloch 
Trevor Evans | Maric Benson 
Johnnie Neal | Charie Sim 
Peter Raynor | Jimmy Naira 
Bill Giles Ella Wilson 
BIRMINGHAM | Rolls Royce Choir 
Hippodrome Royal 
Bruce Forsyth y 


Suzi Miller 

Tino Valdi 

Van Veen 2 

Fox Girls 

Fred Lovelle 

Gilbert 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 

David Whitfield 

Bentley Sis 

Roxy & Glenda 

3 Brittons 

Alan Randall 3 

Falcons 

Billy Burden 


BRISTOL 

Hippodrome 
Lonnie Donegan 
Lorrae De 
Des 


smond 








ynegan’s Skifile Gr 


De Vere Dancers 
CHISWICK 
Empire 
Billy Cotton Band 
Flack & Lamar 

Alan Clive 


Hal Roach 
Julius Nehring 
Cycling Kirks 


EDINBURGH 
mpire 
Bill Kenny 


Maurice Rocco 
Lundon & Pam 
Smoothey & 
P & Jd Yuile 
Sharpe & iris 
Copa Cousins 


Layton 


Vie Oliver 
Reg Dixon 


| Tanner Sis 


Vanda Vale 

Allen & Albee Sis 
Norma Morgan 
Butlin 

Stan Waite 

Frank Cox 


|D & P Westlake 


| Har 
} 


vey Sis 

LIVERPOOL 
Empire 

Harry Secombe 

Kaye Sis 

Pr Worth 

rt Whelan 





| Romanos Bros 
| Eiane & Rodolph 


Lyn>veite Rae 
essie Robins 
Max Russell 
Pat Lombert 
Sensational 
Mitchell Singers 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome 
Pan) Anka 
DeVere 3 
Granger's 
jerry Bailey 


Ceore Meat 


Puppets 


| Overbury & ‘Suzette 


NEWCASTLE 





I Desmond 
l'oward De Courcy 
M onica Roe 

erre Bel 
Jumeles Newman 


Helga Neff } 

Farra & Carter | 

Ben Gee & Bernie | 
Harris 

Jack Kodell 


Eddie Ash 

Manuel Del Toro 

Inez & Gordon 

Ken Harris Ore 
Drake 

Joanne Wheatley 

Jimmy Blade Ore 





Skylons 








Cabaret Bills 











NEW YORK CITY 


Ansel 


Blue 
I nv 





iloward 
Bon Scir 
Kaye Ballard 
Lertice Reading 
Little, Dane & 
M; son 
Thre Flames 
Jimmie Danie is 
Chateau ur 
Hanna Ahroni 
Ralph Font Ore 
Panchito Org 
Candi Cortez 
Copecz:brna 
Tony Martin 
Allan Drake 
Zeme Norih 


Ron Stewart 
Lou Donn Ore 
Pagan Ore 

Den 
Lenny Bruce 
Donna Lee 
Downsiairs Room 


Demi Dozen 
Sylvia Shay 
Isobel Robins 
Ceil Cobrt 

Jack Fie:cher 
George Hail 

Ge Ma.hews 
s Keen 





onny Graham 
"ne 1 Fifth ave 
Robert Downey 


Harold Fonvitie 
Hotel Astor 
Irving Fields 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lenny Herman 
Hotel Plaza 
Lisa Kirk 
Ted Streeter Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
Hote! Pierre 


Felix hnight 


| Johnn-e 


hotel St 
Ray Bori 


Regis 
re. 


ve 
In Boboli 
Liz Wiiliams 
Dick H nkinson 
1 wuorter 
Ray 
M argo 





1e & 


ACK 
Pony Sherrell 


jo Lombard Ore 
B Hariowe Ore 
Le Cupiden 


Rosina Pagan 
Howard Beder 
Living Room 





Ma Dennis 
waa ve. ! 
nierr ‘ional 
Julius LaRosa 
Lou Nelson 
{c\tenna Line 


Mike Durso Ore 
Yalinieri Ore 
Savoy Hilton 
Tommy Purcell Orc 
Town & Country 
Larry Siorch 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Sicari Ore 
Two Guitars 
Olga Valdi 
ivan Nepa 
X Brante 
K. Poliansky Ore 
Misha Usdanoff 
ntern 


Schoen Ore 
Jiege Barn 


Larry McMahan 


| Joni Roth 


Lou Mosconi 

Selle Carroll 

‘im Lewis 

Lou Haroid Ore 
Villase Gate 
irry Bibb 

Hon & Nama 
Village Vanguard 


Larry Douglas | Carmen McRae 
Dolores Perry Irwin Corey 
Joseph Ricardel Ore Weotror:-Astorta 
Alan Logan Ore Fila Fitzgerald 
Hotel Taft Count Basie Ore 
Vincent Lopez Ore | ie Bahai Ore 
CHICAGO 

Black Orchid Rive Note 
George DeWitt Dukes of Dixieland 
Mauri Leightcn C22 Paree 

e Parnelio (3) ‘Red Ske'ton 

Blue Ange Peggy Taylor 

Mighty Panther Geo Cook Orc. 
I Jean Chez Adorzhles 
Princess Camille Cloisier inn 
D f Iron Don Adoms 
Jar S'im H fez Myles 
Norman Tolbert Roroot Lewis Trio 
Al Lopez Ore Conred Hilton 
Roger McCall “Frosty Frilis” 


Hotel Capri 
Rosita Fodres 
Mitsouko & Roberto 
Nancy & Guile 
Natalie Herera 

Hotel Hilton 
Fernando /4.lbuerne 
Escher Boya 
Raquet & Rolande 
Raquel Bardisa 
Moreno Or: 
Fajardo Ore 

Hote! Nacional 
Carlos Argentino 


Band Box 
Billy Gray 
Bat Ya 
Mickey Katz 
Jackie Lee Cochron 
Gen 6B.ve’s 
Barbara Heller 
Frankie Rapp 
Diane Lefti 
Mildred Law 
Sammy Wolf 
Dick Bernie 
Richard Cannon 
tvan Lane Orc 
Cloister 
Shecky Greene 
Ruth Olay 
Terry Gibbsore 
Cocoanur Grove 
Dick Shawn 
| Vivienne Della 
Chiesa 
Freddy Martin Ore 
j Crescendo 
Sahl 


| Mort 


) Rudy 


Gateway Sir 


} Donn 


| Duke 


London House 
Bobby Hackett 
Mister Kelly's 
Martha Davis & 
Spouse 
Ellie Ross 
Marty Rubinstein 3 
Marx & Frigo 
Palraer House 
Al Hirt (6) 
Ronnie Schell 
George Taps 
Schmitz Trio 


Ben Arden Ore 


HAVANA 


Fanerti 


Carlisse & Raymond 


Manteca 
Godino Singers 





Ramon Calzadilla 
Natalie Herre: 
Gloria & Wat uses 
Faxa Q 


F. Guerrero Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Interlude 
Earl Grant 
Rusty Warren 
Paul Mazursky 
igers 
Moulin Rouse 
Jimmy Durante 
Arden’s 
Ben Bea 
Dick St le 
Seville 
Gloria Lynne 
Dave Pell Octet 
Slate wees. 
Hazle 


ung 


“Big 


Ore 


Mei Y 


The Players 


Statier Hofel 
Sportsmen 
Leighton Noble and 
his Orc 
Nita & Peppi 
Ye Little Club 
Carole Costello 


The Four Preps Joe Felix 

Joe Castro Orc Roger Nichols 

| 

LAS VEGAS 

| Desert tc Joey Forman 

| Jimmy Durante ) nn Carroll 

| Eddie Jackson ; cones . 3 

| Sonny King Franc Faye 

| Jack Roth Treniers 

Jules Busfano le Re Mar 

Art Johnson a ee See 

Donn Arden Dners Layne 

Carlton Hayes Orc Pepi Callahan 

Dures Jack Costanzo 

“1,001 Nights at Jackie & : 

| Minsky s” a ae 

Pinky Lee Riviera 

Janik & Arnaut Harry Belafone 

| Victor vulian & Jimmy Nelson 
BS Ray Stnatra Orc 

Jamal Twins Dorothy Dorben Des 

| Gillian Grey Sohera 

| Bob Vegas | Marlene Dietrich 

| Allen Conroy Szony 


Marya Linero 
| Tony diMilo 
Cee Davidson 
El Cortez 
Dubennet 
Eddie Bush 
Versatiles 
El Rarcn 
Joe E 
La Ne , 
Dick Rice Ore 
Flaminso 
Ted Lewis & Co. 
Marie McDonald 
Adler 


Ore 


Don 
Flamingoettes 

Jack Cathcart Ore 
| Fremont Hotel 

| Joe King & ere 
| Make selieves 
joe Sante + 
| 


_ 


Newton Eros. 
Golden Nugget 

|} Harry Ranch 

|Lee & Faye May- 

| nard 

| Sons of Gold’n Wst 

| Hacienda 

Four Tunes 

| Johnn: Olenn 

Shirley Scott 
Neveda Club 

tig Adoms 

Rivera-Barranco La- 

| tin Revue 

| The Mark IV 

| Mildtones 

| Felix Ramirez Trio 

{Leo Wolf & Joe 

| Wolverton 

| New Frontier 

| Mickey Rooney 








Texas Copa Girls 
io Merelli Ore 





Red 


fony 
Kim Sis 
FRuncerire 
“poe Robe yn 
enny Kent 
Dut thills 


Samara 





Micke 
Eisa & W ) 
I ur 
F)} ls 
Ni oska 
ms Singers 





Kaye Ore 


MIAN - MIAMI Br ACH 


| Americ> ne 
| Toramy Leonetti 


Kirby Stone 4 
Lee Martin Ore 
Carillon 


Lou Walters Revue 

Elissa Jayne 

Tun Tun 

George K-rolly 

Ted Kivitt | 

Cindy Fuller 

Jacques Donnet Ore 

Ruth Wallis 
Clover Club 

|S Britton Rev 
Dezuville 

Mandy Campo Ore 

Spivak Ore 
Diplomat 

Hal Fisher 

Kathryn Kane 

Mal Malkin Ore 

Eden Roc 

Jackie Heller 

| Giovannis 

Luis Varona Ore 


Harrah’s Club 
Lancers 
Deedy & Bill 
| Lawrence & Wilson 
| Jan Blakely 
Doan Baker 
| Abbie Neal & 
Ranch Cirls 
Harold’s Club 
Wiere Bros. 
Carl Ravazza 
Kingpins 
Holday 
| Charoe'ers 
Andrini Bros. 


Three D’s [¢ 


Joe Maize 


The Cooks 
) Eddie Bernard 


RENO 


Duke Jenkins Ore, 
Fontainblecu 


Pupi Campo Rev 
Natale Fields 3 
Lucerne 
Havana Gras 
Diosa Co 
Roberto & Alicia 
Miies Velarde 
D yn Casino 
epe 

Bion ° 
rausto Curbelo Ore 

Montmartre 


Fadie Schoffer 


| The Cookies 
Freddie ¢ » Ore 
Murray Fr a 
George Dar 
Paul Gr 
Murray Franklin 
Dick Havilland 
tay ul 
e n 





Mapes 
Esquire 
Tnsirumentalistgs 
Meri Elle & 

Coho: 
‘e 
Jaye P n 
Mor n 
Ri 2 I 
Rive rlets 
ec k k Ore 
‘ 

Golden 
N 
Je \ 

Che 
Tom I Irie 


SAN FRANCISCO 


| Backstage Hangover 
Stan Arnold Earl Hines 
Rene Joubert Joe Sullivan 
Blackhawk Macey —s 
| Miles Davis 6 
} Canterbury Kingston mervion 


Dick Gautier 
Marilyn Child 
Jazz Workshop 


Geo. Alexander 
— > Se Ore 
asy Street 
Marty ol rosie 
Wally Rose Ore 


Fack’s Kid Ory Ore 
June Christy Purple Onion 
Fairmont Hotel Cruz Luna 
Gordon McRae Cathi Hayes 
E. —— Ore Ronnie Schell 
Gay 90's 365 Club 
Diamond Lil A. L. Simpkins 
Joy Healy Dners Marquis Family 





Bill Clifford Ore, 
|\Moro Landis Ore 


aes 


Bee & Ray Gorman 
Dick Keegan Orc 
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Thecceaammena 

tion it held in April. “Room At 
|Top” (Cont) took seventh-place 
|honors, highest rating for a Brit- 
|}ish-made pic in VARIETY’s month- 
ily sweepstakes in many months 
| Ability of the pic te win playdates 
lin larger theatres, of course 


helped its standing 


although not strong on all dates. 
“Alias Jesse James” ‘UA) cap- 
10th place even though in- 
to be spottier than many 
Hope comedies. “Warlock” 
finished 11th while “Diary 
»f Anne Frank,” from the 
distributor, rounds out the Top 
i2 pix. It was by far the weakest 
yic in the lineup and never rose 
ninth place in weekly rat- 


“Gigi’’ (M-G) finished eighth, the 
same as in April, plainly indicat- 
jing the amazing stamina of this 
| musical “Compulsion” (20th), a 
| newcomer landed in ninth spot 
| 


| tured 
clined 
Bob 


20th 


above 
ings 
‘South Pacific’ (Magna), also a 
runner-up in April, and “Mating 
Game” (M-G), which was llth in 
the picceding month, were the 
runner-up films 
The outlook for 
in June shapes a bit more promis- 
ing than did the new product for 


| May. “Ask Any Girl” (MG), which 
preemed big at the N. Y. Music 


Hall, looms as a potentially sturdy 
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Roxy, N. Y. 


The Goofers (5), Helen Halpin, | 


Darryl Stewart, McKay & Charles, | 


Robert Boucher Orch; “Pork Chop 
Hill,” reviewed in Variety May 6, 
59 





The Roxy, under the Robert C. 
Rothafel regime, is undergoing an- 
other change of stageshow policy. 
Instead of production, the accent 
is now on acts, which gives the 
house a much wider scope. There 
are still some bugs to be DDT’ed 
in this change, but there’s every 


| indication that dt can work out 


| nitery 


same | 


new screen fare | 


With the accent on talent, there 
are sO many more things to watch 
for in the booking. There’s the 
necessity of getting the audience 
immediately or not at all, so that 
acts accustomed to working the 
orbits need to remodel their 
turns to meet the requirements of 
this outsized house. 

There's still one important item 
that must be considered in this 
policy. With an act format, some, 
the nature of their turn, 
shouldn't remain onstage for long 
On this bill acts took more time 
than they could profitably use 
However, these are all items that 
can be worked out in the booking 

Rothafel has made a good start 
with this show, which offers a good 
quota of entertainment. The Goof- 
ers (5) have a lengthy turn, but 
they fill their time to good advan- 
tage. They have a set of musical 
zanyisms that go over in a large 
house, which culminates with sev- 
eral members playing their instru- 
ments while on a swinging trapeze 
They do excellently. 

Helen Halpin handicaps herself 
with doing impressions of person- 
alities who haven’t achieved wide 
circulation in personal appear- 


| ances, and thus she loses one value 


its 


& Charles, 


to her turn. Her topper is the Judy 
Garland bit, which loses some of 
intimacy in this house. 
Darry! Stewart, the Aussie tenor, 
has a voice loaded with lyricism 
He has ample projection here and 
gets over strongly doing the 
“Waltzing Mathilda” of his native 
heath, and several standards that 
add up to handsome returns for 
nim 

In the opening spot are McKay 
a likable dance team 
with a song opening who go into 


| some sprightly dances while chang- 


vehicle. “Young Philadelphians” 
WB) showed enough to cop sec- 
ond place in weekly ratings the 
| final session of month despite its 
elongated title. “Pork Chop Hill” | 
1(UA) also looms big, being nice in 
|Chi and fancy in Detroit the final 
| week of May 
“It Happened To Jane” (Col 
ilso new, was strong in Boston, 
sock in Washington but fair in 
Baltimore and just okay in Frisco 
\Sleeping Beauty” (BV), fourth in 
April, wound up 10th in weekly 
ratings one session 
Green Mansions” (M-G) was 
runner-up pic two different weeks 
It was seventh in April. “Thunder 
n Sun” (Par) never quite lived up 


to its earlier expectations though 
as a runner-up film one 
World, Flesh and Devil” 
much the same cate- 
taking runner-up position an- 
r week 


is in 





Par), out on reissue 
not only proved the strongest old- 
in release during the month 


Shane 


but managed to finish 12th the 
final week in May. “Watusi” (M-G 
|}was a runner-up pic the same 
veek 
| “Windjammer” (NT), now play- 
ng only a few big first-runs, con- 
tinued great in Minneapolis and 
inice in a few other keys. “Hor- 
rors of Black Museum” (AID) 
showed possibilities with some 
nice to sturdy engagements 








AGVA 


Continued from page 49 jaa 
the move to ditch Miss Singleton 
succeeds; Sally Winthrop, Johnny 
Woods and Irving Grossman. Strat- 
caucuses in 


egy was prepared by 
advance of convention 

3right opposition was spear- 
headed by Russell Swann, Dick 
Jones, Paul Valentine, Murray 
Lane. Opposition to Bright feel 
that an all-day battle may pave the 
way for legislation which would 


force a delegate to attend several 
meetings in each year in the city 
he represents National system 
whereby a member votes for dele- 
in all cities makes possible 
lq situation under which many 
|cities fail to get true representa- 
tion 

Charg 
anti-l: cae 
the Bright 
| First order 
day’s meeting was election of a 
chairman. In previous years, the 
ranking officer in attendance auto- 
matically became chairman, with | 
en elec tion if no officer is present. 

his 3 enda provides for 
e'ection of a ‘chairman regardless 
of the fact that Miss Singleton is | 
on hand. 


gates 


s of fraud, collusion and 
practices were hurled at 
forces. 





ing costumes onstage. It’s a clever- 
ly contrived turn with good terp 
material and fine execution 


Per usual, the Robert Boucher 
musicrew is on the bandstand, and 
backs excellently. Jose. 





Apollo, N. Y. 

Sarah Vaughan, Symphony Sid, 
Lambert, Hendricks & Ross, Max 
Roach Quintet, Jimmy Smith Trio, 
Pigmeat & Co. (2 “Sierra Bar 
ron” (20th). 








With Symphony Sid, N.Y. dee- 
jay, at the emcee helm, this Har- 
lem house has dropped its 
‘n’ roll format for a two-week 
swing into the jazz groove. Open- 


jing bill of the jazz fest featured 


the turns are all regulars at Bird- | 
jland, the Village Vanguard, and | 
the like. Novelty of the session, 


nothing new to N.Y. jazzsters since 


however, is having 
together under one roof with an 
accompanying color western pic in- 
stead of booze. 

The vocal turns, Sarah Vaughan 
and Lambert, Hendricks & Ross, 
hold up best. Although she’s now 
more of a pop singer than an au- 
thentic jazzster, Miss Vaughan still 
brings her jazz orientation to the 
fore. She's a popular singer in 
these parts, coming back every 
now and then, even though there’s 


more loot elsewhere. Her phras- 
jing is stylish and individual and 
she belts a good round in- 
cluding “Just One Of Those 
| Things” and “The Midnight Sun 
Will Never Set.” Lambert, Hen- 
|dricks & Ross, two guys and a 
femme, on the other hand are 
| real “far out” singers. They break 


up the house with variety of hip 
items that run the gamut from a 


| Jimmy Rushing-styled blues to an 


| more 


of business at: to- | 


all-out scat bit. 

The instrumentalists get off 
okay, too, but in the case of Max 
Roach, the musical set gets a bit 
tiresome. Roach was on for a little 
than a half-hour, and his 
drumbeating, although = exciting 
and inventive at first, tends to be- 
come a bit repetitious. Same goes 


for the licks taken by his bass, 
sax, trumpet and trombone side- 
men. The Jimmy Smith Trio wise- 


ly keeps in the three-number set 
limit and builds each number nice- 
ly. At the organ, Smith’s flying 
fingers lead the way on such as 
“All Day Long,” “Laura” and a hot | 
swinger. 

And to convince everyone that 


mame 


rock | 


‘em all packed | 


| this was still the Apollo Theatre 
;and not Birdland, management 
| booked in Pigmeat for a change of 
pace . The pace changed but not 
{his act. And the way the audience 
received his five-mintue bit, Pig- 
meat will probably go on forever, 
Gros. 


Empire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, May 27. 

Paul Anka (Vic Hammett, mu- 
sical director), Johnny Laycock & 
3ee, Two Matanazas, Smoothey & 
Layton, Granville Taylor & Val- 
lerie, Rondart & Jean, Gaby Gros- 
etto, McAndrews & Mills, Bobby 
Dowds Orch. 


Paul Anka has only to announce 
his newest disk to make the young- 
er crop of femmes scream. He 
evokes this response here, giving 
out with such tunes as “I Miss You 
So,” “Down by the Riverside.” 

Don't Gamble with Love,” “Your 
Cc heat in’ Heart” and, of course, 

“Diana. 

Singer, who must watch a ten- 
dency to round his shoulders, is 
ultra-confident for a 17-year-old, 
and would win better reaction from 
oldsters by tempering this confi- 
dence to appear less brash. He has 
lotsa showmanship, is backed by 
resident orch under musical direc- 
tor Vic Hammett’s baton, and gar- 
ners more screams from teenagers 
by singing “Guess It Doesn’t Mat- 
ter Any More,” addressing tune to 
his late chum Buddy Holly—‘in 
Heaven. 

In so-so support, the best act is 
a specialty, the Two Matanazas, in 
original comedy - acrobatics. 

Johnny Laycock, partnered by 
shapely distaffer, offers lively mu- 
sicianship by playing five horns at 
same time. 

Gaby Grossetto is nimble French 


juggler, going it alone minus his 
usual male partner. Smoothey & 
Layton, male duo, win yoeks not 


so much with comedy crosstalk as 
with Smoothey’s effective pathos in 
comedy; he wins solid palming. 

Granville Taylor & Valerie offer 
routine cocktail-bar magic, but 
Taylor notches up no medals for 
ease of personality or clarity of 
diction; he could so easily improve 
on these points 

McAndrews & Mills, mixed pair, 
open layout with graceful terping. 
Rondart & Jean, dart-blowers, are 
in New Acts. Bobby Dowds’ house 
orch showbacks adequately. 

Gord. 


cee 











| 
| Unit Review 





Holiday Watereade 
(Roosevelt Stadium, Jersey City) 

“Holiday Watercade,” produced 
by Lenn Laden; staging, George 
| Chergotis; costumes, Adelaide Loi; 
stage choreographer, Martha Ann 
| Bentley; water choreographer, Bit- 
ten Bergen; with Martha Ann Bent- 
ley, Suzanne Dore, Howard & Ran- 
|dall, Lenn Laden (2), Boden & 
| Boden, Bitten Bergen, Divers (Ed 
| Gillen Stan Dudek, Charlie Diehl, 
| Johnny Edwards, Athoss Darigo, 
Charlie Aitken, Mitch Drake), 
Line (14), Mort Newburgh Orch; 
| At Roosevelt Stadium, Jersey City; 
$2.10 top. 





Actually, the star of this show is 
the elaborate and well designed 
portable equipment that can prop- 
erly exhibit an aquatic entry. De- 
signed in three sections, one to 
house the stage acts, another for 
the water specs and a tank for the 
divers and water clowns, the physi- 
cal facilities for staging a first-rate 
| water spec are contained in “Holi- 
day Watercade.” 

However, the entertainment sec- 
| tions falls into a well-worn groove, 
and what is needed poe to 
take this layout out of its oft-seen 
category is some imaginative stag- 
ing and talent. Some of the acts, 
for example, ballerina Martha Ann 
Bentley and hand-to-handers How- 
ard & Randall, are first-.-te. The 
| former is a socko spinner, and the 

acro team is a smooth affair that 
makes some seemingly impossible 
lifts appear effortless. 

The unit indicates that lotsa 
work has been done on ft. The line 
of 14 aquamaids who double \as the 
dance line have been well-drilled 
and perform well. The water 
clowns and the divers are excellent 
and the pacing is good. However, 
the element of imagination is miss- 
ing. It looks like any other show 
of this genre. 

Producer Lenn Laden, doubling 
as emcee and with an unnamed 
assistant, does a comedy act that 
| sometimes reaches painful propor- 
| tions. Suzanne Dore with a small 
voice sings fairly well and Bitten 
Bergen, the Danish mermaid, 
splashes picturesquely. Jose. 
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‘King Kong,’ South African Musical, 
Optioned by Hylton for London, N.Y.) ssssxe 2amrtei so 


s 





By EVELYN LEVISON 


Johannesburg, May 26. 

“King Kong,” the all-Negro 
South African musical hit, may be 
presented on Broadway before 
next April. Hugh Charles, repre- 
sentative of London producer Jack | 
Hylton, flew back to England last | 
week with attorney Arnold Good- 
man, after a five-day trip to Johan- 
nesburg to conclude negotiations 
for the presentation of the show 


overseas. } 

Charles first came to South 
Africa last April to see “King 
Kong.” After attending three per- 


formances, he took up an option 
on the musical before reporting 
back to Hylton that it was a likely 
bet for full-scale presentation both 
in the West End and on Broadway. | 
On his advice, Hylton arquired 
world rights to the show, 2xclud- 
ing South Africa. Details as to 
casting and dates have not been 
set, but the contract specifies that 
“King Kong” will be staged by 
April, 1960, either in Longon or 
New York, depending on theatre 
availabilities. . | 

A royalty of 6% of the gross will 
be divided between the four cres- | 
tors of the show, Harry Bloom, | 
author of the book; Todd Mat-| 
shikiza and Pat Williams, who) 
wrote the music and lyrics, re- 
spectively, and Arthur Goldreich, 
designer of sets and costumes. A 
share of these earnings will be 
given to the Union of Southern 
African Artists, an organization 
formed to encourage and promote 
talent among the non-whiles, and 
to local musician Stanley Glasser, 
who orchestrated the score. Once 
the show has been presented, 
Hylton will negotiate for film 
rights on the basis of a 20% cut 
for himself, and 80° for the crea- 
tive team. 

No decision has yet been made 
as regards cast, or, in fact, as to 
whether any of the people appear- 
ing in the original production will 
be used overseas. All leading 
players have applied for passports, 
but so far the only one granted is 
for femme lead Miriam Makeba 
This does not mean she will neces- 


sarily play the same role as in 
South Africa, but it’s expected 
that she will have a part in the 
show. The actor who most im-| 
pressed impressario Charles was 
Joe Mogotsi, as the gangster, 
Lucky. Mogotsi is 2 member of the 


j 


Continued on page 60) 


After 49-Year Hiatus, 
Met Hits Detroit, Lately 
N.Y. City Opera Date 


Detroit, June 2. 

For the first time in 49 years, 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. was in 
Detroit. It was an auspicious re- 
turn. All performances were a sell- 
out Committee headed by Mrs. 
Henry Ford II established an alli- 
ance that should bring the Met 
here each year. | 

Rudolf Bing, the Met's general 
manager, said he “hopes that this 
warm response is the beginning of 
long love affair between Detroit 

the Metropolitan Opera.” 

- some years Detroit depend- 
ed upon the N. Y. City Center 
Opera, which played here up to 
two weeks some seasons. Though 
well received locally the iesser 
company lacked the Chi-Chi appeal 
the Grosse Point gentry covet. | 


‘Tune’ Folds in London; 


‘Family’ Next at House 
London, June 2. 

“Change of Tune,” Alan Mel- 
ville’s adaptation of an original | 
play by Anna Bonnacci, folded at | 
the Strand Theatre here last Sat- | 
urday (30) after a two-and-a-half | 
week run. 











a 
an 





It'll be followed at the | 
house June 17 by Henry Sherek’s 
p-oduction of “All in the Family,” 
with Maxine Audley succeeding 
\V’endy Hiller, who has withdrawn 


from her starring assignment. 
“Tune” was presented by Gil- 
beri Miller and Toby Rowland (by | 


arrangement with Send Manor | 
Trust). The play, which had pre- | 
v-ously been presented in Paris | 
and the U. S. in ferent adapta- 
tions, was also the basis of an | 
Italian film, “Wife for a Night,” | 


> 


Hub Repertory Folds 
With Brecht’s ‘Puntilla’ 


Boston, June 2. 

Repertory Boston closed _ its 
swansong production of “Puntilla” 
at the Wilbur Theatre last Satur- 
day (30) after a two-week run. 
Shuttering of the theatre ended a 
rocky career for the com- 
pany, which started as repertory, 
switched to stock, closed and 
opened again with the Bertolt 
Brecht piece. 

With the closing of the Wilbur, 
Mike Kavanagh, who had managed 
and leased the house for the past 
two seasons, has returned to 
New York. The former local Shu- 


bert representative said he will not | 


operate the Wilbur next season. 

A deal is underway between 
Jujamcyn Corp., owners of the 
Colonial, Boston; the St. James, 
New York, and the Shubert, Phila- 
delphia, and New England The- 
atres, owners of the property, for 
a lease next season. 


‘Mame’ Had Tough 
Touring Hookup 


of “Auntie Mame,” which folded 
in Chicago last January, grossed 





$2,269,673 in 57 weeks on the road. | 


However, the nearly $40,000 aver- 
age weekly receipts didn’t provide 
enough operating profit to recoup 
the investment. The production, 


| financed at $130,000, represents a 


loss of about $57,000. 

As of a post-closing accounting 
Feb. 28, the comedy had unre- 
covered costs of $57,634. The man- 
agement expects that amount to 
be reduced by about $1,000 
through the sale of costumes ($250) 
and an insurance refu#d ($750). 
During its road run the produc- 
tion earned an operating profit of 
$93,268, or a little more than 4% 
of the total gross. 

In addition to the operating 
profit, the production also realized 
$2,725 from the sale of souvenir 
programs. The cost of producing 
the touring vehicle was $134,118 
A seven-week summer layoff cost 
$10,491 and closing expenses ac- 
counted for another $9.069. The 
audit also covered the final seven 
weeks of the show's lengthy Chi- 
cago stand and indicated an oper- 
ating loss for that period of 
$13,122. 

As of the audit, the backers had 

(Continued on page 60) 


GREGORY AND MASSEY 
TO PRODUCE ‘GOD BOY’ 


Paul Gregory will be partnered 
with Raymond Massey in the 
planned presentation next fall of 
“The God Boy,” an adaptation by 





‘T. E. Ferro of the Ian Cross novel | 


of the same name. Massey, who's 
currently costarring on Broadway 
in “J. B.,” had the script under 
option. 

The actor does not 
pearing in nor directing the play 
which will have sets by Dona‘d 
Oenslager. Incidentally, Massey 
withdraws from “J. B.”” next Sat- 
urday (6), with Basil Rathbone 
succeeding as costar with Chris- 
topher Plummer and James Daly. 


Film Exec Ken MacKenna 
In Greasepaint Return 


Kenneth MacKenna, longtime 
story editor for Metro, has resigned 
to resume an acting career, which 
he abandoned in 1937. He's going 
to work for his former Metro boss, 
Dore Schary, as the lead in the 
forthcoming Broadway presenta- 
tion of “The Highest Tree,” which 





Schary authored and is co-produc- | 


ing with the Theatre Guild. 


MacKenna, who last appeared on | 


Broadway in the 1937 production 
of “Penny Wise,” is currently vaca- 
tioning in Canada. He's due to re- 
turn to Hollywood the end of June. 


intend ap- | 


‘Sunrise’ Has Smasheroo 
Opening for Wash. Run 


ing a five weeks’ stand with a 
Democratic Party benefit at the 
| National Theatre here last night 
|(Mon.), lived up to expectations of 
| smash Washington reception. 

The sentimental “family” audi- 
ence included many who knew the 
drama’s characters well. Every 
line carrying a hint of politics 
stirred laughter or applause. One 
dialogue bit where Franklin D 
Roosevelt, played by Ralph Bella- 
my, philosophizes on the future of 
the Democratic Party got a noisy 
hand. 

The advance sale for the engage- 
ment topped $100,000, a local rec- 
ord for a non-musical legiter. 


Figure ‘Redhead 
In Black July 4 


“Redhead” is expected to be in 
the black by July 4, at the end of 
its 22d week on Broadway. That's 
on the assumption that Gwen Ver- 
don-starrer continues at its steady 
| sellout pace. 
| As of a May 2 accounting, the 
Robert Fryer-Lawrence Carr pro- 
duction still needed $89,734 to re- 
coup. With the weekly operating 
profit at capacity averaging $10,- 
000-$11,000, it’s figured’ that 
amount can be recovered in the 
|nine-week period, ending July 4. 
However, costs connected with a 
layoff the following frame, July 
6-11, may result in a temporary 
dip below the break-even mark. 

The backers have thus far been 
repaid $180,000 on their $300,000 
investment. 


CHANGE CORPORATION 
FOR MARYLAND BARN 


| Baltimore, June 2. 

| The Hilltop Theatre, at Owings 
Mill Md., will have a new cor- 
porate setup this year. Don Swann 
Jr., who’s been running the theatre 
since its 1938 bow in Lutherville, 
Md., will continue as president of 
the corporation and producer. The 
new season opened May 25 and 
/runs 16 weeks. 








| 


The corporate switch is the rex 


sult of the old Hilltop Theatre, Inc., 


going into receivership last winter | 


after a stockholder sued the com- 
pany and Swann, as its president 
The action alleged that the opera- 
tion was insolvent and that stock 
holders were unable to learn the 
condition of the company. 

The new corporation, also éalled 
Hilltop Theatre, Inc., will continue 
to operate the theatre at Therapia 

Farms, Owings “Mills, about 18 
miles from Baltimore. The opera- 
tion moved there from Luther- 

| ville last summer, but, Swann says, 

the buildings and facilities are not 
| listed among the assets of the old 
Hilltop Theatre, Inc. 

The producer asserts thaf the 
property belongs to him and his 
wife and that the theatre and facil- 
ities were only leased to the cor- 
poration now in receivership. The 
new corporation will also lease the 
setup from the Swanns. 


Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
To Be Honored in London 


° London, May 26. 

The association of Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh with the 
old St. James’ Theatre here, will 
be commemorated in marble pan- 
elling on the Dunlop Rubber Co. 
building, which is being erected on 
the site of the legit house. There 
will be three panels, one showing 
Olivier as Antony, another Miss 
Leigh as Cleopatra and the third 





and central carrying offstage por- | 


traits of the couple. 


The Oliviers who had operated | 


the theatre for some years, cam- 
paigned to keep it from being 
demolished. Miss Leigh in particu- 
lar addressed meetings, marched 
with a protest board, wrote to 
| Winston Churchill and invaded a 
session of the House of Lords. 





Robert Lavin, talent agent- 
turned-realtor, is planning to make 
/his bow as a producer next Janu- 
|ary with a London production of 
| “The Dancing Heiress,” a musical 
with book by Murray Grand and 


which was reviewed in Variety | “Tree” rehearsals are scheduled | Jack Fletcher and songs by Grand. 
from Genoa in 1952, under the |to begin Sept. 8, with Schary|A subsequent Broadway presenta- 


title, “Moglie Per Una Notte.” | 


directing. 


tion is contemplated. 


Cut-Throat Twin Cities Rivalry 


May Doom Touring 


Legit for Both 





Guild Plans 10 Shows 
For Hub Subscription 


Boston, June 2. 
The Theatre Guild is conducting 
a subscription campaign for next 
season's 10-show Boston schedule. 
The lineup is to include eight 
straight plays and two musicals. 
The announced items are “Sound 





of Music,” “Mrs. 'Arris Goes to 
Paris,” both musicals, and “Ca- 
price,” “A Room in Paris” and 


| “Silent Night, Lonely Night,” plus 
| five plays to be seiected. Rebekah 
| Hobbs is the local Guild represen- 
| tative 

| During the 1958-59 season, the 
|Guild subscription entries were 
“Pleasure of H&A Company,” “Look 
Back in Anger,” “A Touch of the 
Poet,” “Cold Wind and the Warm,” 
eon and “Triple Play.” 


Book Legit For 
ALC. This Summer 


Atlantic City, June 2. 
The Warren Theatre, which 
brought back Broadway shows to 
the Boardwalk resort last season 
will continue operating during the 
summer. The stock package of 
“Babes in Arms,” with Julie Wil- 
son, has been set for a two-week 
run starting next Monday (3). An- 
other package, “Bells Are Ring- 
ing,” costarring Martha Raye and 





Larry Douglas, follows {wr three 
| weeks beginning June 26. ‘ 

This is the first time in several 
years that musicals have been 


booked locally and the response 
to the move may 
future of tuners here. George 
Hamid Jr., who with his father 
owns and operates the Warren, is 
banking heavily on convention biz 


for “Bells.” The arnual Shrine 
convention, with over 28,900 dele- 
gates expected, gets underway 
here during the second week of 
the “Bells” run, and the House- 
wares Exhibit, with over 14,000 
registered, comes in ducing the 
show's final frame. 

Besides the convention market, 


it’s also hoped that localites and 
vacationers will also turn out for 
the shows. The theatre will prob- 
ably stick to its regular legit seat- 
ing of 1,470, but could be expand- 
ed to its full 4,200 seats if neces- 
sary. 


DENVER BOOKERS SUE 
CITY OVER ‘LADY’ NIX 


Denver, June 2. 

A damage suit for $25,000 is be- 
ing filed against the city of Den- 
ver by Witherspoon-Grimes Enter- 
prises, Inc., for alleged breach of 
contract for a return engagement 
of “My Fair Lady” at the Munici- 
pal Auditorium. The local manage- 
ment firm claims that city officials 
agreed to the use of the house for 
11 days, starting last May 18, and 
accepted a deposit. Later, it’s as- 
| serted, the deal was cancelled with 
the explanation that a “mistake” 
had been made. 

Witherspoon-Grimes 


previously 


presented the touring musical at 
the Auditorium for a smash en- 


gagement Aug. 20-31, 1957. David 
Rosner is attorney for the mana- 
gerial agency. 


Alex Cohen Is N.Y. Rep 
Of Shubert, Riviera, Det. 





Broadway producer Alexander 
H. Cohen signed last week to he 
the New York representative of 


the Shubert and Riviera Theatres 
in Detroit. That makes six out-of- 
town legit houses for which he’s 
the New York agent, the others 
being the Erlanger and Locust, 
Philadelphia; Ford's, Baltimore, 
and the nearly completed O'Keefe 
Center, Toronto. 

The two Detroit theatres are 
operated by the Nederlander fam- 
ily. The only other Detroit legit 
house, the Cuss, new wholly owned 
by the Stair Estate. wnich recent- 
ly purchased the interest previ- 
| cusly held, by the Shuberts. 


? 


determine the; 


Minneapolis, June 2. 

The co.tinuation of a regular 
| touring legit season in this area is 
|doubtful. The situation may de- 
pend largely on the success of the 
Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Society subscription campaign in 
nearby St. Paul. The local pic- 
ture is bleaker than ever as a re- 
sult of the State Theatre dropping 
Guild subscription after its first 
season of legit bookings 

An attempt by TG-ATS represen- 
tative Willard Keefe to enlist Min- 
neapolis support in putting over a 


subscription season in St. Paul 
was a flop. The New York rep 
made the pitch to Loring M. 


Staples, local civic leader and head 
of the Minneapolis Friends of the 
Living Theatre, the group which 
was prominent in recruiting 4,500 
Guild subscribers for last season's 
legit offerings at the State. 


Staples and the Friends replied 
;“emphatically no,” adding that it 
| was “unmitigated gall” to suggest 
such a thing. The reaction was in 
line with the traditional rivalry be- 
tween the Twin Cities, as exempli- 
fied by the refusal of St. Paul 
newspapers to cover or report on 
legit shows playing Minneapolis. 
Such a situation is hardly likely te 
boost touring legit prospects in 
the area. 

Charles Winchell, local head of 
the United Paramount Circuit, 
whicli operates the State as a film 
house, has announced that in the 
future he'll make the theatre avail- 
able to touring shows only on firm 
commitments made well in ad- 
vance, without cancellation privi- 
leges. He claims last season's 
numerous cancellations, last min- 
ute booking changes and other un- 
certainties made a nightmare of 
the operation of the theatre for 
legit. 

Meanwhile, the touring edition 

(Continued on page 60) 








‘Major Barbara’ Deficit 
$36,820 on 856 Nut; 
Plan Tele Production 


The Broadway revival of “Major 
Barbara” during the 1956-57 season 
represents a deficit thus far of 
$36.820 on an $85,000 investment. 
That’s based on an accounting sent 
to backers earlier this year with a 
$9,000 distribution. The total re- 
payment to the investors as of that 
divvy was $42,000 

However, Robert L. Joseph and 
the Producers Theatre, co-produc- 
ers of the George Bernard Shaw 
comedy, have been seeking to 
|reduce the deficit through a tele- 
vision deal. For that purpose they 
paid $5,000 to extend their option 
for the American tv rights to next 
for the American tv rights for one 
year beyond next Sunday (31), the 
original deadline. 

The $5,000, plus $650 in related 
expenses, was taken from the legit 
production's funds, leaving a bal- 
ance of $530. The management 
indicated that it will reimburse the 
company for the $5.650 if a tv pre- 
sentation isn’t worked out. In the 
event a deal is made the investors 
will share in the net income de- 
rived from the production 

The unmrecouned costs on 

Continued on page 60) 





the 


‘Abner’ Stage Manager’s 
Subsidiary Royalties 

Lawrence Kasha, who was stage 
manager for the Broadway produc- 
tion of “Li'l Abner,” is making vir- 
tually a career of directing subse- 
quent presentations of the musical. 
Besides being stager of the cur- 
rent bus-and-truck company, he's 
also set to direct several stock edi- 
tions 

His first warm-weather chore is 
to stage “Abner” for tent operators 
Lee Guber, Frank Ford and Shelly 
Gross, who are also the producers 
of the bus-and-truck company. He 
then goes to Latham, N. Y., to di- 
rect the Colonie Music Tent pro- 
ductions of “Oklahoma” and “Ab- 
ner.” Following that, he’s slated 
to stage the Stanley Prager pack- 
age of “Abner” for proscenium 
presentation on the strawhat cir- 
cuit. 

He's due to wind up the balance 
of the season back at the Colonie 
directing “Desert Song,” “Kismet,” 
“Pal Joey,” “Carousel” and “Wish 
‘You Were Here.” 
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Shows Abroad 


Lock Up Your Daughters tion is visually attractive, however, 

London, May 29. | and Sally Smith, a 17-year-old 

Bernard Miles & Josephine Wilson pres-| Mewcomer, is a refreshing title 

entation of two-act musical comedy, | player. She gives a confident, in- 
Fielding’s play, 


dapted frem Henry : 
“Rape. Upon Rape”: libretto. Bernard fectious performance and her voice 


Miles; music, Laurie Johnson; lyrics,, though somewhat smali, has charm | 


Lionel Bart. Staged by Peter Coe; decor, | , . : 

Sean Kenny; dances, Gilbert Vernon and style. Other assets of the show 

Opened May 28. °59, at the Mermaid | are Hutchinson Scott's scenery and 

Theatre, London; $2.15 top | Bernard Nevill’s handsome period 

ve . Roy Adams costumes 

' rd Wor th | 7a ° 

; +o John sharp There is no original choreog- 

Frederick Jaeger | raphy in the presentation, and the 
Pp , tw . ti ‘a 

tith Marsh | Only two notable production num 


Terence Cooper 





My os cane cree Brendan Barry | bers are a double eightsome reel 
Quill ee revor ay “ N H c% ” 
pe Mee ye and “The New Bohemian Polka 

Faithful ......<..:. baie: David Butler | It is possibly a reflection on the 


_ Roger Boston | show as a whole that the exhilarat- 
Michael Hanbury: | ingly staged former item was an 
Barry Jackson | opening night hit. Melville’s lyrics 


- Sama Swaminathan | match the book and are, in conse- 


Brazencourt 
Watchmen... 


Gentleman 


Servant ° 

Hilaret ‘ Stephanie Voss | P 

Mire. Squeewar "es Hazell | quence, lack bite or wit, while 
Cloris .. Madeleine Newbury | Charles Zwar's score is_ without a 
Wench Sally Adams 


memorable tune. 

The story, set in Scotland at the 
time of Queen Victoria's visit to 
Edinburgh, opens with young Mari- 
| gold becoming bethrothed to an 
elderly, wealthy, but mean and 
domineering turnip planter. Im- 
mediately she sets eyes on the 
handsome young guards 


Bernard Miles has shown canny 
judgment in unearthing Henry 
Fielding’s comedy “Rape Upon 
Rape” and ingeniously adanvting it 
as a musical to launch his Mermaid | 
Theatre in the City of London. It} 
is the first production of the play | 
ince its =: hors . 95 | 
part Ta nip mere am 225 | from Edinburgh Castle it’s ap- 
’ —— : ; parent that her bethrothal is going 

In the tradition of Restoration| tg be on the rocks and with the 
comedy, “Lock Up Your Daugh-! change of setting from the manse 
ters” is a bawdy and amusing romp,| home in Paradykes to the castle 
skillfully steged and beautifully|the prediction gradually takes 
acted by a shrewdly-selected cast. | effect. i 
The two leading femme parts, in| Under Murray Macdonald's spir- 
particular, are delightfully filled | jted direction the cast responds in 
by Hy Hazell and Stephanie Voss. | fine style. Sophie Stewart, who 

The lyrics by Lonel Bart cap-! played the title role in the original 
ture the Restoration period felicit-| legit version, now portrays Mari- 
ously as illustrated by such num-| gold’s aunt with more charm than 
bers as “When Does the Ravishing | subtlety. Jean Kent gives a lively 
Begin?" “Red Wine and a Wench,” | interpretation of the girl's dis- 
as well as the title number. Laurie | tinguished actress-mother and Brett 
Johnson’s musie has a gay ring,; makes a handsome hero. William 
although it is far later than the Dickie as the jilted fiance, Trevor 
period. | Reid as the girl's father, and 

Miss Voss plays the demure and , Madeleine Christie and Edith Stev- 
virtuous girl who dec‘des to elope | €mson as the hero's two maiden 
with her lover because of her aunts head a lively supporting cast. 
father’s opposition. Escorted by her Myro 
maid, she sets off to a rendezvous. | ; tear 
but runs into a street fight and |! t aught Napping 
becomes separated from her escort. London, May 23 
A bold young spar, seeing the girl Peter Bridge Presentation of three-act 
on her own at night, makes ad-| Anthony Sharp: decor’ Micheel Teename, 
vances, which she repels, and the Opened May 22, ’59, at the Piccadilly 
police charge him with attempted | Theatre. London; $2.80 top. 
rape. roe ak f Graham Armitage 

| Mabel Bridget McConnell 

A lecherous magistrate is pre-| Wellington Potts George Benson 
pared to make a deal if the girl pr. Redd rewrer Scams Maman 
will agree to an assignation, but his Matron . ++». Margot Lister 
wife, played by Miss Hazell, lures aoe ee wie Geoter 
the defendant inio her living room. | Laker-Ho; oe Derek Smee 
Meanwhile, the heroine's lover has | Archie D’'* y ...... Basil Lord 

2 4 ; alky Timothy West 
misadventures and is also charged | Gen. Cartmichael.....Geoffrey Lumsden 
with rape. dy Cartmichael ...» Nan Munro 

The first act is about as breezy 
as it could be, with bawdy humor 
dominating the dialog. The songs 
ale +} ; »y 7 
aise fit happily into, the construc: farce an art will be far from sats 
amusing touches in the production ry eg nee . SEEN 

— g ae a anonen just Caught Napping But despite 
dant we pol ated con line some incredibly peurile dialog the 

“igen egg BP Y! author has flung in enough pre- 
been edited, which is fortunate, as qgictable farcial situations. stock 
it is weaker than the first. In addi-| characters and mixups to create 
tion to Miss Hazell and Miss Voss, | yocks. The undemanding may give 
the impeccable cast includes Rich-| this show a fair run in the West 
ard Wordsworth as the corrupt End. It will be a money-spinner 
judge, John Sharp as the heroine’s| jin stock. but can hardly be re- 
father who spends his life reading| garded as a sturdy candidate fo 
newspapers, Frederick Jaeger as; Broadway. : 
the young rake and Terence Cooper The locale {s a boy's school, and 


j 





Those who recall nostalgically 
the days when Ben Travers and 
the Aldwych Theatre team made 








as the lover. Myro. the action involves a missing bath 
te in which the headmaster’s effigy 

Marigold has been flung into a carnival, the 

Stephen Mitchell in association with <i . ors y hady 
M ray Macdonald & John Stevens (by ar- fixing of s race horse by a sh ady 


rangement with Hueh Wontner) presen- bookmaker, the blackmailing of 
tation of two-act (eieht scenes) musical | the school matron, mistaken iden- 
drama; book and lyrics, Alan Melville; | tity and other trivia. The type of 
music, Charles Zwrr: bosed on the play is : 3 " 

by F. R. Pryor and L. Allen Harker.| action can be judged by one scene 
General staging, Murray Macdonald; stag-; where an aristocratic lady (bear- 


ing of musical numbers. Malcolm God- | ; “hristi am < 
dard: decor, Hutchinson Scott. cestumes,| 10S the same christian name a 


Bernard Nevill: music?! director, Robert the horse) is kidnapped in er! or, | 
Probst. Stats Sophie Stewart. Jean Kent. | flung into a cupboard and silenced | 





Smith, Jeremy Rrett. Onened May 
27. '59, at the Savoy Thestre, London; $3 4 : . - 
top quality of the dialog can be judged 
Miss Sarita Dunlop Modeleine Christie, by such a gem as “Tell them 
Miss Valencia Dunlop —_Edith Stevenson | you're indisposed.” “In de wt-ere?” 
seenie Betty Henderson | * = < ts : 
Mrs. Pringle Sophie Stewart “Caught Napping” relies over- 
tench > a Stephen Hancock | much on physical disability, intro- 
Jeremy Brett | ducing a deaf peeress, a literally 
William Dickie} dumb stooge, and an_  absent- 
Jean Reni | Minded and senile butler. In ap- 
_henrey Merrie parent desperation, Anthony Sharp 
: frevor Griffiths | has directed the piece at a break- 
ag = tga rohan Morley | neck speed, not attempting sub- 
a ines Graham Skidmore Pp ’ p =» © 
: Others Pauline Ashiey.. Mary Benning, tlety. The author doubles in the 
nda lackledge. Anr wson arolyr n . eatin 
Gray. Billie Hill Virginia Minoprio, role of og seo singers general. : 
Prudence Potter, Gorton Dohson, George George Benson skates cheerfully 
_ 7. Ron Lucas, Philip Potter, Eric| through the role of a harassed 
—— housemaster, plagued by the head- 
= : master of Raymond untley, a 
Although it's as dated as its 1842 | monument of pomposity. Leslie 
period, “Marigold” is a fairly dis-| Randall produces some engaging 
arming musical version of the naive | touches as a vapid juvenile lead 
legit hit of the 1920's. It has ob-| ang Nan Munro scores as the deaf 
ious appeal to organized bus) general's wife who finds herself 
‘tia acie ; ~ . " 
parties, but basically its success| on the receiving end of the kid- 
will depend on the willingness of | napping. 
the British public to support a| As the aged butler, 


home-made musical no matter | Armitage acts as a sort of crum- 





James Payton 
Madame Marly 
M ellar 
Mordan 

Capt, Lumsden 








what. It is a doubtful prospect for bling chorus and gets lwughs read- | 
Broadway. lily once audience resistance has | 


Alan Melville, ag omy for | been broken down. Margot Lister 
the book and lyrics, has followed | as the matron and Basil I.oré as 


the musical format of the pre-war/a genial, rascally villain, help to 
era, with a saccharine heroine,| keep the situations afloat. 

transparent plot, plus situations 
and dialog to match. The produc- 


To Winifred Shotter, a veteran 
(Continued on page 60) 


officer | 





with a carrot in her mouth. The | 


Graham | 








se come = ! 
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| Dance Reviews 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


’ 











“The Pleasure of His Company,” the Playwrights Co. & Frederick 
Brisson production of the Samuel Tayler and Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Japanese imperial comedy, was inadvertently omitted from the list of established hits in 
Houschold Gagaku Co. | the tabulation of Broadway shows of the 1958-59 season, published in 
(WITH N. Y. CITY BALLET) | last week's Variety. The show, currently in its 33d week at the Long- 
Previously via dance groups| acre Theatre, N.Y., will transfer June 15 to the Music Box, N.Y. 
from India. Indonesix, Bali, Java! “Flower Drum Song,” listed in both the established hit and not yet 
and other Far East points the! definite categories, should have been included only in the latter. Al- 
dance-going public of Manhattan | though it has played to capacity since its opening last Dec. 1 at the 
has learned how extremely “an-'St. James Theatre, N.Y., it has not yet earned back its investment. The 
cient” are the song and dance per- above two errors in the listing do not change the numbers in the vari- 
forming arts of the Orient. Again | ou; categories. There were, as stated, 13 established hits, seven shows 
with the Japanese imperial House- not yet definite, 30 failures, and six unclassified miscellaneous. 
a. nnonps oe P ono “The Visit,” rated as a failure among the shows still running but 
| rags Beant. and authorized |8Ot yet definitely established at the end of last season, should have 
| eaeeeke” the question of time and| been included among the hits. According to Roger L. Stevens, a part- 
traditien is underlined, Which is a | "er Of Producers Theatre, which presented the Friedrich Duerrenmatt 
way of saying that such visitors’ drama starring Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, the show recovered 
music must be regarded—and re- the cost of its New York production, although there is still a deficit 
viewed—from a special point of On the previous, separately-financed British edition. 
view. This is not show business jac eect 
though it is a spectacle. Joe Cook, whose death recently at 69 was the occasion of extended 
An all-male company of 22 per-| recall by vet legit and film publicist Glendon Allvine and Variety 
forming in costumes of the utmost staffers, was, as expected, front page news in the Evansville (Ind.) 
elegance to the musical instru- Courier. Cook had been raised there and was always devoted to the 
ments and the musical tone scale town, holding fond memories of his step-parents, the Cooks, local 
of Japan, their numbers are in merchants, and of various schoolteachers, townspeople and local jour- 
slow motion, choreographically nalists 
angie ns A ee As. the obit notices brought out, Cook was part-Spanish, part- 
an pageantry, stately recall of Irish. His father had been a theatrical scenic painter named Lopez. 
ancient race myths and tales con-| His oo oo mae ay <<a too, as has been Joe Cook Jr., 
stit the fare. One deals with a/| OW Delieved living in Las Vegas. 
Somiecens Mongol hunting, finding,| A mews blackout of Cook’s own choice prevailed during his 17- 
fascinating and devouring a snake | year illness with Parkinson's disease. In consequence Cook, like others 
in the forest. This is danced with dying well beyond the heyday of fame, did not have the impact upon 
a truly weird effect by Masatara the general public of today as upon the memories of oldtimers, many 
Togi, the only soloist. of whom esteem him one of the most versatile performers ever known. 
It is to be remarked that three Cook's youngest son Leo, from Pompano, Fla., and his older daughter 
members of the same Togi clan, Mrs. E. C. Lee, of Carlina, Pa., attended the final mass. 
plus Hirokazu Hayashi, perform 
the final “Bairo,” or military 
dance. Attached to the Emperor's 
pavillions, the company goes by 
descent. as its repertory of some 
200 items is also lineal, some back 


A new all-automatic lighting control system, virtually eliminating 
rehearsal delays for the recording of lighting cues, has been developed 
by Century Lighting. The system, labelled Punch, is capable of record- 
ing lighting cues for a 90-circuit system in less than 15 seconds. The 
to around A.D. 700. device, comprising three electrically operated units, a manual control 

Gagaku opened the regular N. Y. | Console, a card-punching machine and a card-reading machine, permits 
City Ballet performance May 26,, an infinite number of pre-sets instead of the 10 previously possible. 
will give some 10 performances The system eliminates all manual operations except setting up the 
within the frame of the host or- proper initial lighting conditions for each scene or pre-set, and the 
ganization, which built a raised timing of the “fades” from one pre-set to the next. The Punch cue cards 
platform with red lacquered rails are made during rehearsal, and then during the performance of a show 
and posts for the presentation. The each card is fed automatically and in sequence into a read-out ma- 


| premiere was a benefit by the chine, manually executed for the speed desired by the operator. 


Japan Society and was a social According to Edward F. Kook, Century president, the system took 
affair between leaders of the two iyo years to develop, and will be put into production shortly. The cost 


Te. appeared already at the of the system is $650 for the light control circuit and $8,000 for the 
United Nations, the company may ¢#"d puncher and reader. 


be seen in Washington and pos- ; a 4 , 
sibly on some campuses Sudies Pe. Brooks Costume Co. was the subject of a two-page historical run- 


turning to Tokvo. It will be much down in all issues of the Playbill for the week of May 18. The piece in 
discussed in artistic circles. though the program for Broadway theatres was written by Violet Welles and 
teo exotic and ethnic for the run covered the establishment of the firm in 1906 by Ely Stroock to its 
of audiences Land. current operation, under the presidency of his son, James E. Stroock. 

— | As noted in the article, Brooks originally concentrated on the man- 
!ufacture of uniforms, with the move to regular theatrical costuming 














; Fanfare occurring in 1918 when the firm acquired a supply of costumes left by 
(ROYAL DANISH BALLET) ! producer Charles Frohman, who went down with the Lusitania in 1915. 
Copenhagen, May 26. The story also noted that Brooks now costumes 75% of the Broadway 
As part of the 1959 Danish Bal-| shows, in addition to clothing stock and amateur companies, televi- 
let and Music Festival, a big spring | sion productions, industrials, ice shows, etc 
tuurisL attraction, Copenhagen's | —— es : ano ———— 
Royal Theatre presented a double 
bill of “Giselle” and American 
choreographer Jerome Robbins’ = rda Wa eviews 
“Fanfare.” Robbins, who has made 
several visits to Denmark and has, 
taught and worked with the Royal Phe Young and Beautiful , ing fresh air only in the back seat 
Danish Ballet, is well-known and, fheatre East Repertory Company pres-| Of a Stutz Bearcat, slinks omi- 
appreciated at the Royal Theatre | entation of three-act (five scenes) comedy- nously on and off state in a black 
“Fanfare” was given a single per-| drama by Sally Benson. baged on stores’ cape. On two or three occasions 
formance at the Festival this year, | Cimber voiemenae ae Horn Opened toward the end he appears with- 
and was enthusiastically received | May 28, '5¢, at Theatre East, N.Y., $2 9 out the cape, presumably to indi- 
by a packed house at the beautiful +P st: Amanda Meiggs. Rhett Harris, Cate progress toward maturity. 
18th century Old Stage of the) Ken Kallender, Jack Standard, as Nedi, 
Royal Theatre P ogy Al oy Meloh’ Gooden. James 
Royal Danish Ballet, which ex-! kruezer. Fallout 
tensively toured America several Harvey Stuart & David Taynton presen: 
years ago under Columbia Con- Josephine Perry is a girl with tation of a musical revue in two acts 
certs management, is still one of | problems. At 17, she hasn't found \farde'chamin Robert Kewler. ana Pas 
the world’s top flight companies in the meaning of love; she’s mis-| Nassau; sketches and biackouts, Abe 
spite of the dismissal and subse-| understood. mistreated and miser-| Cousiitiatniz, Gilding” gbaart nantes 
quent controversy over Harald able. And in this off-Broadway re-| and musical number staging, Buddy 


tor. A knowledge and feeling for and Beautiful,” she is spoiled and | rangements, ‘Saul Schechiman, Opened 
|tradition enabled them to give 
| “Giselle,” circa 1841. a spirited 
performance. Choreographed and 
| directed by Erik Bruhn, their top 
| male dancer, this Festival produc- 
tion displaved in good measure the 
fine ensemble work and highly de- 
veloped mimetics for which the 
Royal Danish Ballet is famous. The 


| Lander, its talented artistic direc- | yiya) of Sally Benson’s “The Young | Schwab; settings, costumes and lighting, 


r Schechtman. Opened 
a bore May 20, ’59, at the Renata Theatre, N.Y.; 
. . | $4.90 top 

In the F. Scott Fitzgerald short quant: Grove Dele, Paul Dooley. Judy 
Ppa ‘ , _ av ta hs muy, argaret all, . 
stories, on which the play is based, | Cisries “Nehen ee 
Josephine performed in the grand Lynne Sica, Virginia Vestoff. 
manner for her courtiers, a suc- 
cession of woridly adolescents, with, At the start of the second act 
a disdain for the realities of life. | of “Fallout,” a revue in 31 parts, 
In their origina! form, the stories} Judy Guyll, a pert little brunet, 
were filled with acid portraits of|steps onstage dressed as a tramp 





places. the 
instead of at the Renata watching 
“Fallout.” She's treading cn 


| ballet, and especially th role o * > : ‘ , <haer 

|G selle ; is ‘a irggeme “ ~d viatalle Chicago social climbers of 1915. _ sings “Look What You're 
of sentimentality and triteness. It is difficult, however, to por- ; Missin’, egy oe some - ne 

| Sowers r, Margrethe Schanne| tray to today’s audiences the audience might be 


danced gracefully and delightfully, | legendary apaen —~ = _ 
without acrobatics, and led the rest | temporary callousness to all excep bagecsnaenl tes S Dn 
of the company in a performance a narrow social order. Such an a $i aes l ee 
of precision and high artistic merit.| assignment takes expert playing |» over - ‘it us yi oy ee bu ‘ t 
Second on the bill was “Fanfare.” and direction, and although the | (°\"' quite on the entertainmen 
Here, where ensemble work is im-| new Theatre Erst repertory com- | rset. ; ; 
portant, the Royal Danish Ballet| pany is eager and attractive, it} _It has a provocative title, but 
gave the piece a well-knit and hardly can claim those qualities | little that follows is related. In- 
'gayly smooth performance. Rob-! yet. stead of containing cogent remarks 
| bins’ ballet dates from 1953, when! In the original 1955-56 Broadway | @bout our world, it rambles around, 
lit was ereated for the New York, production, Lois Smith played| taking a jab at beatniks here and 
City Baliet, where Robbins is co-| Josephine. with the play receiving | @t films and medical endorsement 
director. Company’s performance | only a lukewarm critical reception. ene na there, but never realt y 
was full of zest and dazzle, and the | This time Amanda Meiggs tackles |‘@"ding at a point of view a d 
moments with the fat and comic| the complicated central role and staying there. 
contrabass and with the military | scampers through three acts with) The nine-member cast is young 
bassoons were especially delightful. | undiminished energy. Only for a) and attractive, but without a real 
Robbins himself directed the pro-| few moments at the end does she|singer or an outstanding comic. 





ductien. Marker. | convey the picture of a girl alone,|Of the group, Charles Nelson 
| lost, and in need of real love. Reilly, a big, cumbersome man 
| The Hume Cronyns (Jessica, The rest of the cast, all balanced with shuffling gate and booming 


Tandy) left last Friday (29) for at | precariously on the edge of| voice, comes off best, particularly 
least three months’ vacation on | Josephine’s temper, come off pretty | 2S. the majordomo in s musical 
their private island in the Ba-| well, Rhett Harris, as the teen- | salute to the Oriental performers 
| Ramas. age suitor who believes in breath-! (Continued on page 59) 
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Most B’way Shows Belted at B.0., 
But the Merm Gets Record $82,785: 
‘Man’ 656, ‘Suzie’ 23446, ‘J.B.’ $22,700 


Broadway had it 
week. Business dropped substan- 
tially for a number of shows, with 
| the frame starting off slowly, pick- 
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Biz Okay For Lean Touring List; 
‘Abner’ $34,400, ‘Feeling’ $20,800, L.A. 


Business ranged from passable 
to strong for all but one of the 
seven shows on the road last week. 
The weak entry was “Garden 
District,” which ended an eight- 
week Chicago run Saturday (30) 
and is currently playing a fort- 


VARIETY 





| 
| — Concert Review 
| Verdi’s ‘La Battaglia’ 
(Maggio Fiorentino) 
Florence, May 28 
The — 9 Musicale Fiorentino, 
|}an annual for 22 years now (it 
Stock Items }runs into July)—started more or 
. _ |less with the slogan “All is well 
Bill Tierney will appear in “Fi-| that begins well.” For the past 
nian’s Rainbow” at the Finger) months pessimism has been voiced, 
| Lakes Music Circus, Skaneateles, predicting the flop of the Festival 
night’s run at the Cocoanut Grove N.Y., next July 21-26. and Aug. 3-8| one of the first European ven- 
(Fla.) Playhouse. in “Drink to Me Only” at the | tures of its (mostly over-exploited) | ing up in mid-week and sagging| Verdon), Nearly $59,100 with 
The Broadway company of “Sun- Guthsville Playhouse, Allentown, | kind. The fight for subsidy com-| Saturday night (30). Attendance | parties and refunds for one per- 
rise at Campobello” joined the | Pa. mon to all Italian cultural enter-| for the early part of the current | formance missed by Miss Verdon 
touring lineup this week, thus; Paul Leaf, stage manager of prises (subsidy which invariably! session was also weak, but is ex-| because of illness. Previous week 
keeping the road show count for|“Once More With Feeling,” will| arrives but too late to allow for} pected to pick up a bit at the tail $62,300 with parties. Lays off July 
the stanza at seven. The bus-and- direct the Harry Kurnitz comedy | careful planning) was hampering | end of the stanza. | 6-11. 2 
truck company of “Li'l Abner,” for its Bucks County Playhouse, | this time to the engagement of in-| There were three closings last| Sweet Bird of Youth, Beck (D) 
currently in Los Angeles, ends its|New Hope, Pa., presentation, be-| ternationally famous stars and lav- |Saturday and several mere are | (12th wk; 95 p) ($6.90; 1,280; $47,- 
tour June 20 in Seattle. |ginning July 13, with Julia Meade |isk staging of the productions.| scheduled for this month. The/|963) (Paul New man. Geraldine 
Estimates for Last Week j and Scott McKay costarred. Moreover the temporary inactivity | sellouts and virtual capacity entries | Page, Sidney Blackmer). Over $42,- 
Parenthetic designations for out- “Voice of the Whirlwind,” a new Of the “Teatro Comunale itself— | last _week included “Destry Rides | 900. Previous week, $45,900. 
of-town shows are the same as for| play by Pat Hale, wil! be presented | Site of all important musical events | Again. Flower Drum _ Song, Touch of the Poet, Hayes 





rought lastroff). Over $18,100. Previous week 
$18,600. Closes June 13 

Redhead, 46th St. (MD) (17th wk: 
132 p) ($9.20; 1,297; $62,410) (Gwen 





(D) 


en 


Sn 


eve tale 


Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10° Federal Tax and local 
tax, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 
CHICAGO 
Garden District, Civic (D-RS) 
(8th wk) ($4.50-$5.50; 910; $26,000) 
(Cathleen Nesbitt, Diana Barry- 
more). Almost $9,000. Previous 
week, $8,500. Ended run here} 
Saturday (30) and plays this week 
and next at the Cocoanut Grove 
(Fla.) Playhouse, with Miss Nes-| 
bitt out of the cast and Diana Bar- | 
rymore as sole star. } 
Music Man, Shubert (MC-RS) | 
(16th wk) ($5.50-$6.60; 2,100; $71,- 
458). Over $63,500. Previous 
week, $65,200. | 
| 
LOS ANGELES 
Bells Are Ringing, Philharmonic | 





Aud. (MC-RS) (6th wk) ($5.75-$6.50; | 
2,670; $78,300) ‘Judy Holliday). | 
Almost $78,800 with Civic Light 


Opera subscription. Previous week, | 
$77,500 with subscription. j 
} 
Li'l Abner, Biltmore (MC-RS) 
(1st wk) ($5-$5.50: 14636; $49,300). | 
Nearly $34,400 with Theatre Guild | 
subscription. Previous week, $17,- 
500 for seven-performance split. | 
Once More With Feeling, Hart- | 
ford (C-RS) (3d wk) ($4.85-$5.40; | 
1,024; $27,600) (Fernando Lamas, | 
Marjorie Lord). Almost $20,800. | 
Previous week, $21,500 with Guild | 
subscription. 








SAN DIEGO 
My Fair Lady, Russ Aud. (MC- | 
RS) (Michael Evans, Diane Todd). | 
Almost $56,300. Previous week, 
$60,000 at the Music Hail, Kansas 
City. 





SAN FRANCISCO 
Two for the Seesaw, Geary (CD- | 


RS) (lst wk) ($4.30-$4.85; 1,550; | 
$39,000) ‘(Ruth Roman, Jeffrey | 
Lynn). Opened May 25 to one} 


rave (Morten, Examiner) and three 
favorable reviews (Knickerbocker, | 
Chronicle; Hodel, News; Hall, Call 
Bulletin). Almost $24,300. Pre- 
vious week, $30,900 at the Bilt- | 
mere, Los Angeles. 


Scheduled B’way Preems | 


Much Ado, Lunt-Fontanne (S-17-59). } 
Gangs Ali Here, Ambassador (10-1-59). 
Drop of a Hat, Golden (10-8-59). } 
Miracle Worker, Playhouse (10-19-59). | 
Connecticut Summer, Shubert (10-22-59). | 
Warm Peninsula, Hayes (10-22-59). 
Sound Music, Lunt-Fontanne (11-12-59). 
§ Finger, Music Box (i2-2-59). 


Silent Night, Morosco (12-2-59). | 


nr Shows | 


(Figures denote opening dates) | 
Beware of Angels, Westm’ns’r (5-26-59. 
Bive Magic Revue, Wales (2-19-59). } 
Candide, Saville (4-30-59). 
Ccught Napping, Piccadilly (5-22-59), | 
Clown Jewels, Vic. Palace (3-5-59). 
E.ghty in Shade, Globe (1-8-59). 
F.ve Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58). | 
Fool’s Paradise, Apollo (4-1-59). 
Gilt, Gingerbread, Duke York's (4-17-59). 
Grass Is Greener, St. Mart. (12-2-58). i 
how Say You, Aldwych, (4-22-59). } 
Irma Le Douce, Lyric (7-17-58). | 
Let ‘Em Eat Cake, Cambridge (5-6-59). 
Long, Short, Tall, New (1-7-59), 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-17-58). | 
Marigold, Savoy (5-27-59). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52), 
My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58). | 
ct in the Book, Criterion (4-2-58) | 
Orpheus Descending, Royal Ct. (5-14-59). | 
Pieasure His Co.. Haymarket (4-23-59) | 
Prodigal Wife, Winter Gard. (5-28-59), | 
oer Like @ Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
Sciad Days, Vaudeville (-5-54). j 
Simple Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-58) | 
Teste of Honey, Wyndham’s (2-10-59); 
transfers next Monday (8) to Criterion. 
Ulysses in Nighttown, Arts (5-19-59). 
Unexpected Guest, Duchess (8-12-58). 
West Side. Story, Majesty’s (12-12-58), 
Wolf's Clothing, Strand (3-17-59). 
World Paut Slickey, Palace (5-5-59), 
SCHEDULEO OPENINGS 
French Mistress, Adelphi (6-4-59). 
Farewell, -Farewell, Garrick (6-5-59), 
Detour After Dark, Fortune (6-38-59), 
Hostage, Wyndham’s (6-11-59). 
All in the Fomily, Strand (6-17-59), 
CLOSED 


Auntie Mame, Adelphi (9-10-58). 
Change of Tune, Strand (5-13-59), 
Ghosts, Princes (4-6-59). 

Living for Pleasure, Garrick (7-10-58). 
Swedish Co., Princes (5-4-59). 








} The 


June 29-July 4 at the Barter Thea- 
tre, Abingdon, Va. 

An 1l-week season gets under- 
way June at the Green Hills Thea- 
tre, Reading, Pa. Mesrop Kese- | 
kian is director, Resemary Rich- 
ards is producer and Ted Moore 
is set designer. 

Carl Low and Clay Flagg will 
launch a 14-week season next Sat- 
urday (6) at their White Barn |} 
Theatre, Irwin, Pa. with Hale! 
MeKeen returning as director and 
Low again playing leading roles. 

Sylvia Sidney is slated to tour! 
the strawhat circuit in a Stage and 
Arena Guild of America package 
of “Once More With Feeling.” 

The Lakewood Theatre, Skow- | 
hegan, Me., gets its season under- 
way June 13. 

Norman Blumenfe!d will design 
and direct the lighting for the up- 
coming season at the Starlight 
Theatre, Kansas City, Mo. 

A package of “Biography,” pro- 
duced by Elliot Martin and star- 
ring Faye Emerson, will tour sum- 
mer theatres for 10 weeks, begin- 
ning June 22 at the Pocono Play- 
house, Mountainhome, Pa. 

Jan Chaney will appear as Daisy 
Mae in the Rye (N.Y.) Music Thea- | 
tre production of “Li'l Abner,” for 
two weeks, starting July 28 

Tom Avera has been set for the 
lead role in the Stanley Prager 
package of “Bells Are Ringing.” 
The cast will also include Rusty 
Dore. | 

Barbara Baroe will be femme 
lead at the Guthsville Playhouse, 
Allentown, Pa. 


The Sharon (Conn.) Playhouse 
begins a 10-week season June 29 
The production § staff includes 


Maurice Geoffrey, business man- 
ager and pressagent: Thomas Bur- 
rows, production manager; Atwood 
Lvensaler, director, and Philip 
Desser, stage manager 

Mark Kroll’s Cincinnati (O.)| 
Summer Playhouse, with Morry 
Efron as general manager, 
launched its second 14-week sea- 
son last Monday (1'. 

The St. Louis (Mo.) Municipal 
Opera opens its 41st annual sea- 
son June 11 with Patricia Morison 
and Tony Dexter in “The King and 


Park Casino, 
opens its 18th 


Mountain 
Holyoke, Mass., 
season June 15. 

The Fulton Theatre, Lancaster, 
Pa., launches its initial 10-week 
season June 22. 

“Fable for Two,” a new musical 
by Robert and Chaunce Skilling, 
is scheduled for testing this sum- 
mer at the Starlight Theatre, 
Pawling, N.Y., which begins its 
26th season June 3). Isobel Rose 
Jones is producer-director of the 
operation and Floyd Allan will be 
scenic designer. 

Film performers Dorothy Ma- 
lone and Jacques Bergerac will 
costar in a strawhat tour of “Once 
More With Feeling,” to be directed 
by Harold Kennedy. 

The Ephrata (Pa.) Legion Star 
Playhouse begins its season June 
22 with Snooky Lanson in “Tun- 
nel of Love.” 

Christira Lind, actress-wife of 
producer-director William Ham- 
merstein, will play the femme lead 
in “The King and I” at a number 
of music tents this summer. 

The Old Log Theatre, Excelsior, 
Minn., launches its 20th season 


|The music of 


|rilli and the bass Paolo Washing- 





tonight (Wed.), under the direction 
of Don Stolz. Productions will run 
for two weeks instead of one week | 


;as in the past. 


} 

Cathleen Nesbitt, who finished a 
costarring stint in “Garden Dis- 
trict” in Chicago last Saturday (30), | 
will appear in “Time Remembered” 
at the Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., the week of June 25. | 

Robert Horton in “Picnic” will 
be the opening bill at the North- 
land Playhouse, Detroit, beginning 
next Tuesday (9). 

Betsy Palmer will tour the sum- 
mer theatres in a package of “Once | 
More With Feeling,” which Elliot | 
Martin will present for eight weeks 
beginning July 6. . 





in this city for the past 30 years— 
had to be faced. The building, 


|crumbling, is being rebuilt, mod- | 


ernized, air-conditioned and shovld | 
be ready (God and the authorities 
of the building code, willing) for | 
the 1969 season. 

But in spite of all those ominous | 
predictions the opening night 


‘La Plume de Ma Tante,” “Majori- | (34th wk: 268 p) ($7.50; 1,139; $43,- 


ty of One,” “Marriage-Go-Round,” | 887) (Helen Hayes, Eric Portman, 


“My Fair Lady,” “Raisin in the 


Sun” and “Gypsy,” which is be-| twofers. 


lieved to have established a record 


gross for a regular Broadway run. | 
| “Redhead” fell off from its steady 


sellout pace because of refunds at 
one performance missed by star 


proved a success. True to its tradi- | Gwen Verdon. 


tion the Festival opened with an | 
“exhumation” of an early, little- | 
known Italian opera (it was here | 
that in 1953 Cherubini’s “Medea” | 
had its comeback to ever since | 
lead a triumphant existence in in- | 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 


ternational opera houses from Na- | eretta), Rep (Repertory), DR (Dra. 


pies to Dallas, with Callas and Far- 


|rell prominent in the title roles). | 


The 1959 choice fell on Verdi's 
“La Battaglia di Legnano’—a| 
revolutionary and patriotic melo- | 
drama and by foresight or mere 
chance its spirit seemed particular- 
ly well suited for the present time. 
the middle-aged 
Verdi already anticipates much of 
his late mastership. Exiting ensem- | 
bles and more than ever partic- | 
ularly wonderful chorus pages com- 
posed to bolster the enthusiasm of 
his fellow-fighters, are still capable 
of evoking much enthusiasm today. | 

Florence’s veteran conductor | 
Vittorio Gui led the performance | 


| with much skill and apparent af- 


fection—assisted by a cast of sing- 
ers among whom two young} 
Italians the tenor Gastone Lima- 


ton (evidently a name given to him 
by a pro-American manager, as he 
is a Florentine born-and-bred art- | 
ist) distinguished themselves par-| 
ticularly. Goth. 


Off-Broadway Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 
NEW 











Boy Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25-58) } 
Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58); closing 

June 14. 
Enemy of the People, Actors (2-4-59). 
Fallout, Renata (5-20-59). | 
Leave it to Jane, Sheridan Sq. (5-25-59). 
Many Loves, Living Theatre (1-13-59). 
Mark Twain Tonight, 4ist St. (4-6-59) } 
Ovr Town, Circle in Square (3-23-59). | 
Shaw Repertory, Provincetown (5-26-59). | 
Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9-20-55). | 
Waltz of the Toreadors, Jan Hus (4-6-59); 

moves today ‘Wed.) to the Cricket. 
Young & Bu’ful, Theatre East (5-28-59). | 

CHEDULED OPENINGS 
Dr. Willy Nilly, Barbizon (6-4-59). 
Billy Barnes Revue, York (6-9-59). 
Cast of Characters, Downt'n (6-10-59). 
Cav2 Machpelah, Living Th’tre (6-11-59). 
Drunkard, Gate (6-24-59). 
Three Sisters, Fourth St. (9-10-59), 
Shekuntaia, St. Mark’s (9-29-59). 
Vincent, Cricket (9-30-59), 
CLOSE 


Chic, Orpheum (5-18-59): closed May 23 
after six performances. 

Family Portrait, Seven Arts (5-5-59); 
closed May 24 after 24 performances. 
Lysistrata, E. 74th St. (5-19-59); closed 
May 24 after eight performances. 
Tis Pity She’s Whore, Players (12-5-59); 

closed last Sunday (31). 
Widowers’ Houses, Downtown (3-2-59); 
closed last Sunday (G1. 





LOS ANGELES 
Be An Angel, Civic (5-11-59). 
Billy Barnes Revue, Las Palmas (10-13-58). 
Boy Friend, Ivar (2-16-59) 
Camino Reali, H’wood Center (5-21-59). 
Circle of Wheels, El Capitan (5-22-59), 
Compulsion, Omnibus (2-10-59) 
Mendel Beatnik, LeGrand (5-29-59). 
Plain & Fancy, Pasadena (5-29-59). 
Quare Fellow, Stage Society (5-8-59). 
Shrike, Horseshoe (5-16-59). 
Silver Whistle, Centre (4-25-59). 
Tonight at 8:30, Hollywood (5-29-59). 
Who That Lady, Players Ring (4-13-59) 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Tender Trap, Valley (6-5-59). 
Turn to Autumn, Callboard (6-5-59), 
Cold Wind, Players Ring (6-8-59). 
Streetcar, Omnibus (6-11-59). 
CLOSED 


Bive Denim, Players Rins (12-26-58). 
Fair Game, LeGrand (4-23-59). 

Green Bay Tree, Hollywood (4-17-59), 
Good Night Ladies, Music Box (4-15-59) 
No Time for Sgts., Pasadena (4-17-59). 
Rose Tattoo, Valley (4-24-59). 





Touring Shows 


(May 31-June 14) 

Bells Are Ringing (Judy Holliday)~ 
Curran, §.F. (1-13). 

Lit Abner—Biltmore, L.A. (1-13). 

Music Man (2d Co.)—Shubert, Chi (1-13). 
My Fair Lady @d Co.) (Michael Evans, 
Sy Todd)—Philharmonic Aud., L.A. 
Once More With Feeling (Coast Co.) 
ernando Lamas, Marjorie Lord)—Hart- 
ford, L.A. (1-6); Alcazar, S.F. (8-13). 
Sunrise at Campobelio (Ralph Bellamy) 
—National, Wash. (1-13). 

Two for the Seesaw (2d Co.) (Ruth 
Roman, Jeffrey Lynn)—-Geary, §.F. (1-13), 


matic Reading). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
aumber of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number of 
seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Destry Rides Again, Imperial 
(MD) ‘(6th wk; 44 p) ($8.35-$9.40; 


1,427; $65,000) (‘Andy Griffith, 
Dolores Gray’. Over $65,900 with 
parties. Previous week, $66,082 


with parties. 
Flower Drum Song, St. James 
MD) (26th wk; 208 p) ($8.05; 1,615; 
$63,166). Almost $63,200. Previous 
week, $63,166. 
Gazebo, Lyceum 


(C) (25th wk; 


| 
| 
| 


} 
} 
| 


} 


{ 





| 





| $24,000. Previous 


| 


} 


194 p) ($6.90; 995; $29,600) (Walter ; 


Slezak). Almost $10,900. Previous 
week, $12,800. Closes June 27. 
Gypsy, Broadway ‘MC) (2d wk; 
12 p) ($8.60-$9.40; 1,900; $80,500) 
(Ethel Merman). Believed to have 
set all-time record for regular run 


| Broadway show at $82,785. Previ- 
YORK {ous week $51,100 for first four 


performances and one preview. 

J.B., ANTA (D) (25th wk; 196 p) 
‘$6.90; 1,185; $46,745) (Christopher 
Plummer, Raymond Massey, James 
Daly). Over $22,700. Previous 
week, $25,200. 

La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 
(R) (29th wk; 231 p) ($8.05; 1,050; 
$44,500) ‘(Robert Dhery). 
$44,900. 
Lays off July 6-Aug, 1. 

Majority of Gne, Shubert (C) 
(15th wk; 120 p) ($6.90; 1,453; $53,- 
000) (Cedric Hardwicke, Gertrude 
Berg). Nearly $53,400. Previous 
week, $53,200 with parties. 
| Make a Million, Morosco 
(32d wk; 252 p) ($6.90; 
|300) (Sam Levene). Over $13,200 
with twofers. Previous week, $15,- 
300 with twofers. 

Marriage - Go - Round, Plymouth 
(C) (31st wk; 239 p) ($6.90; 1,062; 
$43,000) (Charles Boyer, Claudette 
Colbert), Almost $43,400 again. 
Lays off June 15-Sept. 12. 

Music Man, Majestic (76th wk; 


(C) 


604 p) ($8.05; 1,626; $70,500). 
Nearly $65,000. Previous week, 
$68,500. 


My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(168th wk; 1,339 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 
$69,500) (Edward Mulhare, Pamels 
Charles). Another $70,400. 

Once More With Feeling, Na- 
t:onal (C) (82d wk; 255 p) ($6.90; 
1,162; $43,800) ‘(Joseph Cotton, 
Arlene Francis). Nearly $15,700 
with twofers. Previous week, $21,- 
500 with twofers. Tentative clos- 
ing notice up for next Satur- 
day (6). 

Pleasure of His Company, Long- 
acre (C) (32d wk; 254 p) ($6.90; 
1,101; $37,600) (Cyril Ritchard, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Charlie 
Ruggles, Walter Abel). Almost $24,- 
100. Previous week, $27,900. Moves 
June 15 to the Music Box. Melville 
Ruick is subbing this week for 
Ruggles, who's on vacation, 

Raisin in the Sun, Barrymore 
(D) (12th wk; 94 p) ($6.90; 1,076; 
| $41,569) (Sidney Poitier). Nearly 
| $42.000. Previou= week, $41,900. 

Rashomon, Music Box (D) (18th 
wk; 143 p) ($6.90-$7.50; 1,101; 
$38,500) (Claire Bloom, Rod Stei- 














} 


| 


| 
| 


| 


946; $35,- | ; 


! 


Betty Field). Almost $16,200 with 
Previous week, $17,600 
with twofers. Closes June 13. 
Two for the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(72d wk; 572 p) ($6.90; 780; $32,300) 
(Dana Andrews, Anne Bancroft). 
Over $20,400. Previous week, $21,- 
200. Hal March and Lee Grant take 
over the costarring roles June 29. 
West Side Story, Winter Garden 
(MD) (88th wk; 700 p) ($8; 1,404; 
$64,200). Over $42,500 with two- 
fers. Previous week, $41.800 with 
twofers. Exits June 27 to tour. 
World of Suzie Wong, Broad- 
hurst (D) (33d wk; 263 p) ($6.90; 


1.214; $47,400). Nearly $23,500. 
Previous week, $28,600. 
Miscellaneous 


Once Upon a Mattress, Phoenix 
(MC) (3d wk; 24 p) ($4.60; 1,150; 
$29,382). Almost $17,200. Previous 
week, $16,500. 

Closed Last Week 

First Impressions, Alvin (MC) 
(llth wk; 84 p) ($8.35-$9.20; 1,453; 
$61,568) (‘Hermione Gingold, Far- 
ley Granger, Ellen Hanley). Over 
week, $32,200. 
Closed last Saturday (30) at a loss 
of approximaiely its entire $300,- 
000 investment. 

Nervous Set, Miller (MC) (3d 
wk; 23 p) ($6.90; 946; $33,056). 
Almost $7,000. Previous week, 
$7,400. Closed last Saturday (30) 


| at a loss of approximately its en- 


tire $50,000 investment. 

Sunrise at Campobello, Cort (D) 
(70th wk; 556 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $38,- 
300) ‘Ralph Beliamy). Nearly $33,- 
600. Previous week, $28,900. Exited 
last Saturday (30) with an approxi- 
mate $65,000 profit on a $110,000 
investment. 


London Bits 


London, June 6. 

The American rights to “The 
World of Paul Slickey,” which has 
been building at the b.o. here 
despite critical pans, have been 
purchased by Irwin Shapiro. 

Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
Loewe arrived in London last week 





Over | from Paris to confer with T. H. 
Previous week, $45,000.| White, author of “The Once and 


Future King,” which they're pre- 
paring as a Broadway musical for 
next fall. 

The City of London Corp. has 
recommended a grant of $5,300 to 
cover the balance of the cost of 


building the a 
Mermaid Theatre at Blackfriars, 
London. 


Broadway producer Max Gordon, 
here for a two-week looksee at 
the West End entries, has re- 
turned to New York without cp- 
tioning any local properties. 





ELITCH’S 10-WEEK SEASON 


America’s Oldest Summer Stock 
Starts 68th Season 








Denver, June 2. 





Elitch Gardens Theatre, Ameri- 


ca’s oldest summer theatre, is 
slated to open its 68th season 
June 14. 


| In the top slots for 1959 are 


Ludi Claire and Thomas Coley, 
Barbara Lord, Pat Sully, Harriet 
Mac Gibbons, Dean Norton, Len 
Doyle, Reynolds Evans, Wallace 
Acton and Thomas Ellis complete 
the cast. 

Arthur Sircom will direct. He's 
new at Elitch though veteran of 32 
Broadway productions and many 
road companies and films. William 
G. Johnson to be stage manager 
and Richard Shoemaker, scenic 
artist. 

Ten-week play sked opens with 
“Third Best Sport.” Others to be 
“Time Remembered,” “The Girl 
in 509,” “The Matchmaker,” “How- 
ie,” “The Time of Your Life,” “The 





Man in the Dog Suit,’ “The Mar- 
quies,” “A Visit to a Small Planet” 


ger, Osear Homolka, Akim Tami-! and “The Homeys.” 




















58 LEGITIMATE VARIETY Wednesday, June 3, 1959 
Oooo oooe +4444 | 46th St., N.Y. Holds regular weekly /setup as for Stage & Arena Guild | Guild, (5 E. 76th St., TR 9-8507) 
| auditions. See also: Lambertville,|of America (see above). | & George Brandt. 
N. J.; Neptune, N. J. SULLIVAN, ILL. | “Heartbreak House” (D). Pro- 


§ CASTING NEWS 


. 
EPEPFEPOFPOOH 


Following are available parts 
ay, and touring shows, 


’ 





in upcoming 
as well as bailet, 


FH FOF 44644444646 
Broadway, off-Broad- 


films, industrial and tele 


vision shows. All information has been obtained directly by the 
Variery Casting Department by telephone calls, dnd has been re 
checked as of noon yesterday (Tues). 


T e available roles will be repeated weekly until filled, 


and addi 


tions to the list will be made only when information is secured from 


responsible parties. 


The intention is to service performers with leads 


provid »d by the managements of the shows involved rather than to 


run a lengthy list of blind iteins. 
out charge. 


This information is published with- 


In addition to the available parts listed, the tabulation includes pro- 


ductions announced for later this season, 

nts, as yet, aren’t holding open casting cails. 

(D) Drama, 

(Rep) Repertory, (DR) Dramatic Reading. 
7 


tions are as follows: (C) Comedy, 
( 


MD) Musical Drama, 











| Legit 











BROADWAY 


“At the Drop of a Hat” (R). Pro- 
ducer, Alexander H. Cohen, 40 W. 
55th St.; C1 6-0594. Seeking a stun- 
ning and intelligent femme stage- 
manager able to model clothes and 
used to tv appearances. Mail 
photo and resume to production of- 
tice, or inquire by phone. 

“Beautiful Dreamer” (C), Pro- 
ducer, George Cayley, 507 Fifth 
Ave., N.Y.; director, Eddie 
Bracken. Available parts: middle- 
aged femme _ writer, mannish; 
middle-aged maie writer, hypo- 
critical, menacing; character wom- 
an, birdwatcher; 
leading man, writer, 30's, 
composer, 18-20; femme lead, 
early 20's, carnival dancer with 
artistic aspirations; male, husky 
Italian painter, early 20's; 
middleaged caretaker; 
eharacter man; sculptress, early 
20's Greenwich Villager. Send 
photo and resume to producers by 
mail only. 

“Connecticut Summer” (MC). 
Producer David Merrick, 246 W. 
44th St.. N. Y.; choreographer, 
Onna White. Casting director. 
Eduard Fuller. Casting virtually all 
parts for the musical version of the 
Eugene O'Neill comedy; singing ex- 
perience required. Send photo and 

resume to casting director, c/o 
producee, by mail only. 

“Flower Drum Song” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Richard Rodgers, Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d & Joseph Fields. 
Male and femme dancers-singers- 
actors of Oriental appearance for 
the contemplated English company. 
Mail photo and resume to Eddie 
Blum, c/o Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
488 Madison Ave. 

“Happy Town” (MC). Produc- 
ers, B & M Productions; director, 
Allan A. Buckhantz; choreographer, 
Lee Scott; production assistant, 
Jeanette Kamins; musical director, 
Samuel Krachmalnick. Parts avail- 
able (singing required); male, 50's, 
charactor comedy lead; male, 
comedian, lean, slender; femme, 
19-23, attractive blonde, soprano; 
male, 25-30, baritone; femme, 19-23, 
commedienne, attraciive, chest so- 
prano voice; femme, 19-23, so- 
prano voice; five singer-actors who 
play band instruments; male and 
femme characters, varying in age 
and type to double in parts. Send 
photo and resume, do not phone 
or visit in person. Mail to Happy 
Town Company, 140 W. 58th St., 
N. Y., suite 7D. 

“Saturday Night” (MC).  Pro- 
ducers, Jule Styne & Joseph Kip- 
ness, 237 W. 5ist St.; JU 6-0028. 


elderly 


but, for which, the manage- 
Parenthetical designa 


(MC) Musical Comedy, 





| Ave., 


State Trooper; | 
male 


male, | 


25, | 


Casting through agents or by mail. | 
Casting begins June 5, rehearsals 


Aug. 17. 

“Sound of Music” (MD). Produc- 
ers, Rodgers & Hammerstein, in 
partnership with Leland Hayward 
& Richard Halliday. Children 
with trained voices submit photo 
and resume to Eddie Blum, c/o 
producers, 488 Madison Ave., N. Y. 


| W. 


| 


All other parts through agents 
only. 
OFF-BROADWAY 

“Hunger That Crosses the 


Bridge Between” (CD) Producers, 
Dramarena Productions; director, 
David Sawn, 174 W. 89th St., N. 

Parts Available (all male): 18, 
gawky. country boy; 53, hardbitten, 
mine-worker; 25, corpsman, hand- 
some, esthetic, intense; 25, blonde, 
rugged, authoritative; 40, former 


English professor; 27, cocky, bel- 
ligerant, red-headed, short; 22, 
muscular New Yorker; 30, quiet, 


lonely photographer; 26, southern, 
cook, girl-crazy, lazy; about 30, 
short, intelligent, alert. Mail photo 
and resume to director. Plan late 
fall opening. 

“Leave It To Jane” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Joseph Beruh & Peter 
Stephan Auditioning 
male and femme 
legitimate voice, 
from 6-7 p.m, 


singers with 
every Thursday 
for 


youthful | 


replacements. | 


| Sawyer. 


Auditions at the Sheridan Square 
Playhouse, Seventh Ave. and 
Fourth St., N.Y. 

Phoenix Theatre, 189 Second 
N.Y. Producer, T. Edward 
Hambleton; stage director, Stuart 
Vaughan. Accepting photo and re- 
sume of new applicants fer resi- 
dent acting company. Those quali- 
fying on the basis of background 
and experience should have short 
audition material from Shakes- 
peare, period comedy and modern 
prose drama. Mail to director 

“Shakuntala” (D). Pilgrim Pro- 
duction, 242 W. 56th St., N.Y. Pro- 
ducer, Patricia Newhall; associate 
producer, Krishnakant Shah; pro- 
ducer-director, Lee Morgan. Di- 


rector will consider photo and re- | 


sume by mail or left at the office. 





STOCK 

N.Y. Theatre Co. Casting contact, 
Jean Leslie, 27 E. 38th St., N.Y. 
Holding interviews Tuesdays 
through Fridays at 4-7 p.m. Cast- 
ing about 75 performers for eight 
different companies, to perform at 
50 resort hotels for a 10-week sea- 
son. A few parts still available for 
“Silk Stockings.” Mail application, 
photo and resume to above address 

Stage & Arena Guild of America, 
(SAGA, Inc.), 140 W. 55th St., N.Y 
Accepting photo and resumes for 
packages and summer theatres af- 


filliated with SAGA. Seeking 
Equity jobbers, resident compa- 
nies, technicians and apprentices 
The Affiliates are: Show Shop, 
Canton, Conn.; Starlight Thea- 
tre, Pawling, N. Y.; Gateway 
Playhouse, Somers Point, N.J. (see 
individual cities below). Casting 


through Warren Hein, c/o SAGA 





TOURING PACKAGES 
“Boy Friend” (MC) Producer, 
Gus Schirmer, 16 W. 55th St., N.Y., 
CI 6-5542. Casting Director, For- 
rest Carier. Mail photo and resume 
to the above address, or contact 
casting direcior. Eight to 10-week 

season in proscenium and tent. 





THEATRES 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Guthsville Playhouse, P. O. Box 
1125; Producer-director, John 


Cameron. Equity, non-Equity 


‘players and apprentices sought for 


{8-week season; mail photo and res- 
ame to producer, c/o. theatre. 
BELLPORT, N. Y. 
Gateway Playhouse. Producer, 
H. C. Pomeran; director, David 
Sheldon. (Equity and non-Equity) 
Equity actors to be experienced 
teachers of acting, speech, dance, 
or music. Mail photo and resume 
to the playhouse for possible inter- 
views. Apprentice applicants 

should state age. 

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS, MD. 

Mountain Theatre. Producer 
William O. Brining; director, Roy 
Franklyn, Accepting photo and re- 
sume for full Equity company, 
considering applications for ap- 
prentices and technical crew. Ma‘l 
to producer c/o Talent Showcase, 
Inc., 4545 Connecticut Ave., Wash- 
ington 8, D.C 

BRUNSWICK, ME. 

Brunswick Summer Playhouse. 
Producer, Victoria Crandall, 162 
54th St., N.Y. Will consider 
photo and resume _ applications 
from property man and six boys 


and six girl apprentices. Mail to 
producer. 
CANTON, CONN, 
Show Shop. Producer, Robert 


U. Andrews. Same casting setup 
as for Stage & Arena Guild of 
America (see above). 

PE MAY, N.J. 

Cape May Playacuse. Produc- 
ers, Thomas White &: Reid Perry, 
159 E. 49th St., N.Y.C. Accepting 
photo and resume of stock credits, 
by mail only. 

CEDAR GROVE, N. J. 

Meadowbrook Dinner Theatre. 
Producers, Gary McHugh & Carl 
N.Y. office, CI 5-3196. 
Casting through agents only, 

CONCORDVILLE, PA. 

Brandywine Music Circus, Pro- 
ducer, St. John Terrell. Mail photo 
and resume to Howard Hoyt, c/o 
Ingalls & Hoyt Agency, 160 W 


| ager, 


also | 


CORNING, N. ¥ 
Corning Summer Theatre. 


ducers, Dorothy Chernuck & 
|Omar K. Lerman. Casting for | 
resident company completed, but 


some jobbing parts still available. 
Mail photo and resume to the ad 
ater, Box 51, Corning, N. Y 
EPHRATA, PA. 

Legion Playhouse. Producer, 
Darrell Larson; casting agents, 
Adams & Leigh, 7 W. 46th St., 
N. Y. Will consider photo and 
resume of Broadway and _ stock 
credits. Send by mail only to Ken 
Friedman, c/o agency. 

FISH CREEK, WIS. 

Peninsula Players. Producer, 
Caroline Rathbone; general man- 
Roger Hamilton. Resident 
Equity company. Accepting photo 
and resume of general talent; also 
applications from technicians and 
apprentices. Address the manage- 
nent at the theatre. 

HAMPTON, N. H. 

Hampton Playhouse. General 
manager, John Vari, 405 E. 54th 
St., N. Y. Accepting photos and re- 
sumes for possible leading men 
and women in summer productions. 
Will also consider applications 


Pro- | 


“Summer of Musicals,” Grand 
Theatre. Producer, Guy S. Little 
Jr., Box 185, Sullivan, Ill, Casting 
leads and supporting players for 


Equity resident company of 10 
Musicals scheduled for the 10- 
week season: “Bells Are Ringing,” ’ 
“Kismet “Guys and Dolls,” “Stu- 
| dent Prince,’ “Song of Norway,” 
“Say, Darling.” “Naughty Mari- 
etla,” “Fanny,” “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” and “Oh Captain.” 


Mail photo and resume to produc- 
er 


TOLEDO 

Toledo Summer Theatre. Artistic 
director, John Aronson, 211 W. 
88th St. N.Y. Resident Equity 
company. Seeking versatile actors 
with classical experience; scenic 
designer. Six-week repertory sea- 
son. Will consider photo and re- 
sume by mail from actors inter- 
ested in complete season only 


| Mail to director at above address 


from some non-Equity and techni- | 


cians Mail to general manager. 
Schedule includes ‘Fair Game,” 
“Dark at the Top of Stairs,” “Sep- 
arate Tables,” “Epitaph for George 
Dillon” and “Tunnel of Love.’ 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Avondale Playhouse. 
Jo Rosner; producer-director, Wil- 
liam Tregoe. Casting for Equity 


|resident company, apprentices and 


{technical crew. Mail photo and 
resume to producer, 6844 Canal 
Blvd., New Orleans. 


LACONIA-GILFORD, N.H. 
Lakes Region Playhouse. Pro- 
ducer, Alton Wilkes, Park Wald 
Hotel, 117 W. 58th St., N.Y. Equity 
resident company. Mail photo and 
resume of general talent to pro- 
ducer, c/o hotel until June 15. Also 
considering applicants for box- 
office personnel, technical crew 
and scenic staff. 4 
LAMBERTVILLE, N.J. 
Mus‘e Circus, Producer, St. Joh 
Terre Same casting coda 
as, Brandywine Music Circus, Con- 
cordville, Pa. (see above). 
NEPTUNE, N.J. 
Neptune Music Circus. Pro- 
ducer, St. John Terrell. Same cast- 


ing setup as for Brandywine Music 


Circus, Concordville Pa. (see 
above). 
NEW HOPE, PA. 
Bucks County Playhouse; pro- 
ducer, Michael Ellis. Mail photo 


and resume of Broadway and stock 
os to theatre. Casting repre- 





sentat Lenny-Debin, N. Y. Cast- 
in ive ‘first half of season, com- 
pieted 
NEWPORT, R. IL. 

Newport Casino. Producer, Sara 
Stamm, 200 W. 54th St., N , 
JU 2-9148). Accepting photo and 
resume applications from appren- 


tices ‘two scholarships still avail- 
able). Phone for appointment. 
OWINGS MILLS, MD. 

Hilltop Theatre ‘The New Hill- 


top Theatre Inc.), Box 26, Owings 
Mills. Producer Don Swann Jr.; 
general anager, Larry Childs. 
Accepting photo and resume by 


mail for resident Equity company; 

also applicants from apprentices 

and technicians. 
PAWLING, N.Y. 

Starlight Theatre. Producer, 
Iscbel Rose Jones. 
Warren Hein, c/o Stage & Arena 
Guild of America (above). Pro- 
ducer also accepting photo and re- 
sume at the theatre, Route 22, 
Pawling, N. Y 

ROSECROFT, MD. 

Music Cireus. Producer, John 
Schafer. Casting contact, Howard 
t, c/o Ingalls & Hoyt Agency, 
160 W 46th St., N. Y. Holds regu- 
lar weekly audi tions. 

RYE, N.Y. 

Rye Music Theatre. Producer, 
Phil Moloney. Casting representa- 
tive, Howard Hoyt, c/o Ingalls & 
Hoyt, 160 W. 46th St., N.Y. Mail 
phoio and resume to casting repre- 
sentitive 

SKANEATELES, N. Y. 

Lyric Circus Light Opera Assn. 
(formerly Finger Lake- Lyric Cir- 
cus). Producer, Walter Davis; co- 
producer, 
tor, David Davis; Business man- 
ager, Virginia Davis. Principals 
cast through agents only. Opening 
June 23 

SMITHTOWN, N.Y. 

Marymede Playhouse, Inc. 
rector, James Van Wart. 
ting photo and resume of Broadway 
and stock credits of Equity mem- 
bers only. Mail to director, c/o 
Hofs tra College Playhouse, Hemp- 


Di- 


Robert K. Adams; Direc- | d : 
| aucers, 


Producer, | 


Productions scheduled: “Eady’s Not 
For Burning,” “Pygmalion,” ‘AS 
You Like It,” “Playboy of the 
Western World” and ‘Importance 
of Being Earnest.” Starts re- 
hearsals June 22, 


TRAVERSE CITY, MICH. 
Cherry County Playhouse. Pro- 
ducer, Ruth Bailey, Spring Hi!l 
Lane, Cincinnati 26; director, 
nett Owen, 337 W. 22d St., N. Y. 
22. Mail photo and resume to di- 
rector. Equity company of 10, plus 
sturs. 
WARRENSBURG, N.Y. 
Green Mansion Theatre, 
ducer, Perry Bruskin, 2 W. 
St., N.Y.C., PL 17-2969; choreog- 
rapher, Emily Frankel. Parts still 
available for comedienne, tenor 


| and male dancer with jazz and bal- 


Mail to theatre. 


let background, soloist calibre, con- 
tact producer for information. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Arena Stage, 26th & D Sts., 
N.W. Washington 7, D.C. Produc- 
ing director, Zelda Fichandler. 
Accepting photo and resume ap- 


plications for resident company for 
the season of October, 1959, to 
May, 1960. Only actors interested 
in complete season need apply. 
Mail applications to theatre, in- 
cluding summer address if pos- 
sible Applicants selected will be 


material to 
York 


notified of audition 
prepare. Auditions in New 
Labor Day. 


WOODSTOCK, N.Y. 

Woodstock Playhouse. Producer 
A. L. Sainer. Director, David 
Samples. Mail photo and resume 
to director, c/o Westminster Play- 
ers, Sth Ave. Presbyterian Church, 
By 2. % Openings for four addi- 
tional apprentices (no pay, no 
fee), Pay own room and board 
Contact producer at 10 E. 40th St., 
MU 5-6700. 


after 


FUTURE SHOWS 
BROADWAY 

Alan Jay Lerner & Frederick 
Loewe musical (Untitled) (120 E. 
56th St.; PL 3-677 

“Belle Denise” 
Howard Erskine & Joseph Hayes 
56 W. 45th St.; OX 7-9620). 

“Calculated Risk” (D). Produ- 
cer, Irene Selznick (112 Cent. Pk. 
S.; CO 5-2611). 

“Caprice” (C). Producers, Ron- 
ald Rawson, Robert Lantz & Mar- 
Shall Earl (16 W. 55th St., CI 
7-1381 

“Cheri” (CD). 


(D). Producers 


| Stevens & Robert Lewis (745 Fifth 


Casting through | 


| Ave 


| 57th 


Ave.; PL 3-7500). 
“Dear Liar” (CD). 
Guthrie McClintic 
CI 7-5152). 
“Duel of Angels” 
cers, Playwrights Co. 
Ave.; PL 3-7500). 
“Dybbuk from Woodhaven” 
Producers, 
St.; 


Producer, 
(1270 Sixth 


(D). 
(745 Fifth 


(D). 
JU_ 6-1890) 


| Cantor. 


“Every Girl Needs a Parlor” (C). 


| Producer-director, Carmen  Ca- 
| palbo, (152 W. 54th St., JU 2-1596). 
“Faster, Faster” (D). Producer- 
director, Carmen Capalbo, (152 W. 
54th St., JU 2-1596). 
“Fiorello” (MC) Producers, 
Robert Griffith & Harold Prince 


| (630 Fifth Ave.; 


Accep- | 


JU_ 2-0600). 


“Five Finger Exercise” (D). 


Bar- | 


| 4-5071; 


Pro- | 
46th | 


ducers, Robert Joseph (137 W. 48th 
St.; CI 7-7161) and Maurice Evans. 

“Highest Tree” (D). Producers, 
Theatre Guild & Dore Schary (27 


W. 53d St.; CO 5-6170). 

“Kids’ (D). Producers, George 
Hamlin (c/o New Dramatists Com- 
mittee, 130 W. 56th St.; PL 7-6960) 
& John W. Caldwell. 

“La Bonne Soupe” (C) . Produ- 
cer, David Merrick (246 W. 44th 


St.; LO 3-0830). 


“Midnight Sun” (D). Producers, 


Howard Erskine (56 W. 45th St.; 
OX 17-9620) & Joseph Hayes. 
“Mighty Man Is He” (C). Pro- 


ducers, Diana Green & Edward 
Joy (1619 Broadway, CO 5-8569). 

“Miracle Worker” (D). Produ- 
cer, Fred Coe c/o Triad Produc- 
tions (1501 Broadway; CH 4-6852). 

“Mister Broadway” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Robert Bialos, (182 Legion 
St.), in association with Beaux Arts 
Productions. 

“Mrs. ’Arris Goes to Paris” (MC). 
Producers, Kermit Bloomgarden 
(1545 Broadway; JU 2-1690) & Ray 
Stark. 

“Much Ado About Nothing” (C). 
Producer, Producers Theatre (163 
W. 46th St.; PL 7-5100). 

“New Faces of 1959” (R). Pro- 
ducer, Leonard Sillman (17 E. 79th 
St.; TR 9-1380). 

“Only In America” (D). Pro- 
ducer, Herman Shumlin (11 E. 48th 
St.: PL 3-7566). 

“Pink Jungle” (D). 
Paul Gregory (234 W. 44th St.; 
Coast office, 930 N. 
Cienega Blvd., Hollywood 46). 

“Saratoga” (MC). Producers, 
Robert Fryer & Morton da Costa 
(234 W. 44th St.; LA 4-2844). 

“Silent Night, Lonely Night” 
D Producer, Playwrights Co., 
745 Fifth Ave.; PL 3-7500). 

“Sound of “Winsic”’ (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Rogers & Hammerstein 
(488 Madison Ave.; MU 8-3640) in 
partnership with Leland Hayward 
& Richard Halliday. 

“U.S.A.” (D). Producers, Robert 
Weiner & Nick Spanos, (SU 7- 
1914), 

OFF-BROADWAY 

“Lend An Ear” (MR). Producers, 
Stephan Slane & Jenny Lou Law, 
(no production office set). 

“Shakuntala” (D). Pilgrim Pro- 
duction, (242 W. 56th St.) Pro- 
ducer, Patricia Newhall. 

“Three Sisters” (D). Producer, 
David Ross, (c/o 4th St. Theatre, 
83 E. 4th St.; OR 4-5710). 


Producer, 
LO 
La 











| Television 





Adams & Leigh Associates, 7 
West 46th St., N. Y. Assistant, 
Merle Brown, accepting photo and 
resume of children for t.v. com- 





|mercials. Mail to above address. 


Producers, Roger | 


Produ- | 
| ducer, 


Saint Subber (200 W. | 
& Arthur | 


| and 


“Blue Men,” CBS, Casting direc- 
tor, Alixe Gordin, Plautus Produc. 
tions, 44 E. 53d St., N.Y. Casting 
director is interested in seeing 
applicants in performance in pro- 
fessional productions. Mail photo 
and resume, with details of where 
and when appearing, so that Miss 
Gordin can attend. Agents may 
contact her secretary by mail at 
the above address. 

Dela McCarthy Assoc., 515 Mad- 
ison Ave. Casting, Colin D’Arcy. 
Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration. 

FCI Productions, Inc. 
director, Barbi Norris, 66 Fifth 
Ave., N.Y. Cast mainly through 
agencies, but maintains file for in- 
dustrial and commercials. Send 
photo and resume by mail on:’. 

Formula Seven Productions, 16°50 
Broadway, N.Y.; Room 904. Pro- 
Garvey Nelson. Accepting 
photo and resume of general talent 
for tv films. Mail to above address. 

Grey Advertising, 430 Park Ave. 
Casting, Jim Kaye. Submit photo 
and resume by mail only. 

Hartford Management, Inc., 18 
E. 48th St.; casting director, Mar- 
shall Migatz. Interviews by appoint- 
ment, but only on basis of photo 
resume. Mail to casting di- 
rector. 

“I've Got a Secret,” CBS. Pro- 


Casting 


| ducers, Goodson-Todman. Seeking 
| vaudeville performers, with special 


Producers, Playwrights Co. & Fred- | 


erick Brisson (745 Fifth Ave.; 
PL 3-7500). 

“Flowering Cherry” (D).  Pro- 
Producers Theatre (165 W. 
46th St.; PL 7-5100). 

“Gang’s All Here” (D). 
cer, Kermit Bloomgarden 
Broadway; JU 2-1690) 


(1545 


“Girls Against the Boys” (C). 
Producer, Albert Selden (444 
Madison Ave., PL 3-1030). 

“Golden Fleecing” (D). Pro- 
ducers, Courtney Burr, (58 W. 
57th St. CI 5-9151) & Gilbert 
“ | Miller. 
stead, N .Y. Also considering a few “Goodbye Charlie” (C).  Pro- 
appre! 

SOCIERS POINT, N.J. 

Gateway Playhouse. Producer, 
Jonathan Dwight. Same casting 


ducer, Leland Hayward (655 Madi- 
son Ave ; TE 8-5100). 
“Goodwill Ambassador” (C). 


Producers, American Playwrights 


hobbies; not necessarily headliners. 
Also seeking impersonater who can 


| imitate the voice, looks, action avd 
other specialties of famous p>°"- 


Produ- | 


sons. Photo and resume, p ss 
clippings and applications accenicd 
by mail only. Address Frank Ab .- 
ha.»s, “I’ve Got A Secret,” 375 
Park Ave., New York 22. Interview 
to be held at unspecified date for 
two special shows to be televiced 


| in the fall. 


J. Walter Thompson ad avo-cy, 
420 Lexington Ave.; casting ¢ rec- 
tor, Evelyn Peirce. Commercia’s 
only; cast from file; application for 


| appointment, photo and resume by 


| 
| 


ail. 
Kastor, Hilton, Chesley, Clifford 


| & Atherton ad agency, 420 Lexing- 


(Continued on page 60) 
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last Saturday (30), began a fort- 


Wednesday, June 3, 1959 LEGITIMATE 59 
—_— | Stein and Murray Grand, who are . ° 
. for - of the music, t its 
| cannot be accused of failing to try. 
Off-Broadway Reviews | There are 26 picces to this light- 
; hearted jigsaw and many of them The Anne Deere Wiman-Viella! wich Village nitery, the Show- 
x i Contined ion at ————— ee a. a Rubber-Fievé , Ackerman produc-| place, which has been offering 
. : . os a a o this a Cast inciuding sev-| tion of “Garden District,” which| miniature revues, is der tl 
Fallout , and with comfortable seats stag-| 12) jovely and versatile talents t, tur ; . is_ under the 
Reon gy age : , rim- J ended an eight-week Chicago run sdic Actors Equity 
on Broadway and as a torero about gered in rows to permit an unim among the ladies and a few funny | g cag | jurisdiction of Actors Equity, as of 


to make the big time and set up 
his training camp at Grossinger’s. 

Typical of the incongruities of 
the piece is the song of the oriental 
entertainers. They emerge peering 
out from behind theatrical bill- | 
boards to sing their pieces. But are 
t! 
( 


1e ~billboards carrying ads for 

riental-typeplays? No; they’re for 
“Redhead,” “‘Destry,” 
de ma Tante.” 

Throughout the revue, Paul 
Dooley appears, first on a low stool, 
then on a high one, to deliver some 
lines of abstractionist school poetry 
to the accompaniment of jazz) 
piano. It is funny, but possibly | 
less so than the real thing. 

One of the good moments is an | 
item called “String Quartet,” with | 
musie and lyrics by Paul Nassau. | 
Here a quartet pauses in its play- 
ing sa each performer can say 
what he thinks of the next. Every- 
body hates everybody else except | 
the girl cellist, who is thrilled to 
be playing with such a wonderful 


and “Plume 


group. Nedi. 
Lysistrata | 

Day Tutfle presentation of Gilbert 
Seldes’ adaptation of the comedy-drama 


by Aristophanes. Staged by Tuttle; | 
scenery, Barrie Greenbie; costumes, Hal 
George; choreography, Joseph Gifford; 
props, Frederic M. De Arechaga; associate 
producer, Lawrence Harris. Opened May | 
19, *59, at the E. 74th St. Theatre, N.Y.; 
$4.60 top | 

Cast: Stars Meg Mundy; features Wil- 
liam H. Bassett, Juleen Compton, George 
Cotton, Geraldine Hanning, Everett King, 
Dorothy Scott, Theodore Tenley and 
Madge West; also includes Freda Rogers, 
Edith Korn, Pamela Clare, Joanna Welles, 
Danli Rejda, Lee Benke, Gloria Perna, 
Janine Cooper, Terry Ashe, Wayne | 
Adams, Karl E. Williams, Ralph Newman, 


| 


iver Fischman, Gordon Spencer, Roger 
Sturtevant, Jack Ryland, George S. B. | 
Morgan, David Bruce, Ronald Paviak, 
Allessamdro Giannini, Robert Fass, Gor- 
on Blackmon, Bette Shaler, James | 
Gardner. 

Day Tuttle’s new E. 74th St. 


Theatre is a striking addition to! 
the off-Broadway scene, something 
more than can be said of his pro- 
duction in it,” Lysistrata.” The 
theatre, built when baroque imita- | 
tions were modish, served first as a 
meeting hall, then as a motion pic- 
ture studio and tv rehearsal and 
filming hall. 

Now rebuilt so that the baroque | 
has been tastefully toned down, ! 


peded view, it is both comfortable 
and spacious within its 199-seat 
capacity. Its specially designed 
“space stage” with high vaulting 
arches takes advantage of the dome 
like construction at that end of 


ithe theatre, making it unique in 


the small house set. 


But for all the tastefulness and 
originality of the theatre, Tuttle 


{has gone far astray with “Lysis- 


trata.” His players act as if they 
were doing a musical soap opera. 
Before it’s over the company some- 


| how manages to take al! the sting | 


and most of the humor out of this 
acid commentary on the follies of 


war first conceived by Aristophanes | 
| 


more than 2,000 years ago. 

In this production, the Athenian 
women who refuse the marriage 
bed to their husbands im an effort 
to effect an end to the Pelopenesian 
wars go about their business in a 
manner that mixes the mayhem of 
the Belles of St. Trinian's with the 
tittering girlishness of the three 
little maids from school. 

Meg Mundy is supple and attrac- 
tive as the title character who con- 
ceives the idea of the sex strike, 
but her lines are delivered with 
little of the fire one might expect 
from such a leader. Of the rest, 
Juleen Compton is the only one 
appropriately coquettish and ambi- 
valent in the ranks of the women’s 
rebellion Nedi. 

(Closed May 24 after eight per 
formances.) 





Chie 

Peter Pell presentation of revue in 26 
scenes, with sketches and lyrics by Lester 
Judson and music by Julien Stein and 
Murray Grand. Staging. Richard Oltman; 
sets, Robert Soule; musical direction and 
choreography, Jim Russell; costume de- 
sign. Theoni Vachlicti Aldredge; light- 


| ing, F. J. McAliece; musical arrangements, 


Dorothea Freitag. Opened Mey 18, ’59, at 
the Orpheum Theatre, N.Y.; $4.60 top. 
“ast: Beatrice Arthur, Emory ass, 


Kelly Brown, Bob Dishy, John Myhers, 
Patty Ann Jackson, Date Monroe Eileen 
rs Evelyn Russell, Virginia De 
uce. 





The performers and production 
live up to the title in “Chic,” the 
shiny revue presented at the Or- 
pheum Theatre. The writers, how- 
ever, don’t quite make it. 


Lester Judson, who wrote the | 


sketches and lyrics, and Julien 


men, plus a succession of dazzling 
costumes, and almost all the in- 
gredients for success appear 
hand, 

But the authors seem to feel that 
an idea for a satirical sketch is 
enough. The sketches themselves 
ramble on, and too often wear out 
the joke before expiring. This is 
particularly true of a Russian mu- 
sical sequence, “Make Mine 
Masha,” and a takeoff on the Ten- 
nessee Williams school of writing. 
The overworked subject of TV 
commercials is pretty trying to 
people who think for themselves, 
too. 

The best of the lot is a fine pa- 
rody of “West Side Story,” in which 
the gangs, transplanted to the East 
Side consists of whites (people 
dressed in tux and white tie) and 
|the off-whites in summer dinner 
jackets. They stage a rumble in 
Sutton Place. The pieces ends 
with “The Dead Drunk Cha-Cha- 
Cha.” 

Among the performers, Eileen 
Rodgers, a vivacious brunet with 
a torchy voice, makes an auspi- 
|cious stage debut. She's appeared 
before as a cabaret singer and re- 
cording artist for Columbia. 

The show also brings pretty Patty 
Ann Jackson, who was the little 
out-of-step girl in the chorus of 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” back 
|} to a New York stage. Virginia De 
; Luce, an entr’ act performer out 
| of a Leonard Sillman “New Faces,” 
is back, too. A big blond, she 
sings at the outset how “Flattery” 
will get you anything—if sup- 
ported by appropriate gifts. 
| Beatrice Arthur, a hard working 
comedienne and singer, struggles 
with some of the not-so-comic 
lines, and Bob Dishy, a comedian 
|with an appropriately rubbery 
face, does his best under similar 
circumstances. Dishy has staged 
one of the numbers, too, a funny 
| pantomime in which he appears as 


a tumbling act and supports a cou- |} 


ple of spotlights on his shoulders. 
He also appears at one point with 
“a letter of recommendation from 
that grand old man of the theatre, 
Robert Moses.” Nedi. 

(Closed May 23 after six per- 
formances. ) 


| night’s run last Monday (1) at the 
| Cocoanut Grove (Fla.) Playhouse. 


at} Cathleen Nesbitt has vacated her 


costarring assignment in the pro- 
duction, with Diana Barrymore re- 
maining as sole star. 

Sol Jacobson and Lewis Ha.mon 
will pressagent “West Side Story” 
| during its last three weeks on 
| Broadway, beginning next Monday 
| (8), when Harry Forwood, who's 
| been publicizing the show in recent 
| weeks, goes on the road as advance 
|man for the tuner’s tour, which 
begins July 1 in Denver. 


Chartes Blackwell is taking over | 
as stage manager for ‘“Destry Rides | 
Janney, , 
; who'll handle a similar assignment | 


Again,” succeeding Ben 
with the upcoming Coast tour of 
“Romanoff and Juliet.” 

A one-woman show, with Mar- 
garet Hamilton, will be tried out 
|next Sunday (7) at the Hedgerow 
Theatre, Moylan Pa. The presenta- 
ition has been directed by Bill 
| Butler, who’s also directing the 
double-bill of two one-act operas, 
“The Devil and Daniel Webster” 
and “The Scarf,” which opens the 
| Boston Arts Festival next Friday 


| New York pressagent Marian 
| Graham planed Sunday (31) to Ber- 


|} muda for a week’s confabs about | 


the publicity campaign for the up- 
|coming 350th anniversary of the 
| settlement of the island. She's due 
| back in a week and will hance the 
| job from New York. 
| George Scher, amusement ad 
manager of the N.Y. Herald Trib- 
| une, left Monday (1) for his annual 
New: England tour to line up adver- 
tisirfg for the paper’s summer stock 
forecast, to be published in the 
drama section June 28. He'll be 
| away three weeks. 
| Jan Clayton will star in “Auntie 
| Mame,” opening Aug 3 at the 
| Sacramento (Cal.) Civic Theatre. 
| Lloyd Bridges will open the season 
June 22 in “Guys and Dolls.” 
Mitchell Lear, who intends co- 
producing S. K. Hershewe'’s “A 


|; Toy for Carmen” on Broadway | 
jlater this season with Robert 
Burr, planed to Paris yesterday 


(Tues.) to discuss the possibility of 
a production of the play there. 
| Jim Paul Eilers’ 74-seat Green- 


| the opening last night of "2 x 4.” 
The show was slated to open May 


24, but was delayed because of 
negotiations with the union. 
| Tom Ewell is vacationing in 


Bermuda. 

} A musical, “Mrs. Who?” by Hal 
Hackady and Don Gohman, has 
been optioned for Broadway pro- 
duction next year by the Fred 
Amsel-Jerry Levy firm, Directional 
Enterprises. 

Joseph Anthony will direct “The 
Pink Jungle,” slated for Broadway 
production next winter by Paul 
Gregory. 

“The Girls Against the Boys,” a 
revue with sketches and lyrics by 
Arnold B. Horwitt and music by 
Richard Lewine and Albert Hague, 
is planned for Broadway produc- 
tion next October by Albert Selden, 
with Bert Lahr and Nancy Waiker 
| costarred. 


Production activity on “The 
Golden Fleecing,” which closed 
in rehearsal several months ago, 


will be resumed with Gilbert Miller 
replacing Elliott Nugent as co- 
producer with Courtney Burr. Abe 
Burrows is slated to direct the 
|Lorenzo Semple Jr. comedy an 
learly October opening at the 
Miller’s Theatre, N.Y 

Robert Elross, who can be con- 
tacted at Actors Equity, is seeking 
the author of a new play, titled 
“An American Symphony.” 

Howard St. John, who appeared 
as General Bullmoose in the Broad- 
way production of “Li'l Abner,” 
has been signed to recreate the 
role in the upcoming film version 
of the musical. 

Elaine Martin will replace Ciri 
Jacobsen in “J.B.” next Monday 
(8). She'll appear as a sister of her 
real-life sister, Merry Mirian Mar- 
tin, an original member of the 
cast. 

Gertrude Berg and Cedric Hard- 
wicke have extended their con- 
tracts as costars of “A Majority of 
One” to July 1, 1961. 

Jane Moultrie’s one-woman 
show, “Cast of Characters,” is 
slated for a June 10 at the Down- 
'town Theatre, N.Y., by Jon W. 
| Schwartz and Frederick Halaman- 
Daris. 























— 

















Directors: 
DAVID PELHAM (0.5S.A.) 
M. F. FLINT 


AUNTIE MAME (LONDON 


144 Piccadilly 


Miss Beatrice Lillie, 
The Adelphi Theatre, 


Strand, 
LONDON W.C.2. 


Bea darling, 


- London - Wl + Mayfair 8272 


22nd May 1959 


Thank you for over 300 fabulous 
performances seen by over 300,000 people. 


Thank you for making every working 
day in all these months a: joy. 


Thank you for being a truly great 
star, but even more, for being a truly great 


LTD. 














person. 
Affectionately, 
4 
Daw 
David Pelham 




















Wednesday, June 3, 1959 
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e untitled musical being read 
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1 | 1e ing f *| 1d } ¢ l.e ‘ nd ; -derick yoy 
West End comedienne, falls aj 2S the young = an 1 ( ! r 3 Frede ick - : é 
thankless role, but she decorates | 5!nger as the higl ) Julie Andrews and Richar ul 
t scene pleasantiy, as do a brace | She knew in her b id d it | tar. Show is bein 
trie cene } asanuy, a re 2 ree ; : ? 
of attractive femme Juves, Gay —" : , i ! maT. H. White novel 
Cameron and Bridget McConnel. | Ruth Dunnirg makes i ybout | Arthur and the Round 
rer an iag Ni nt 5 : r al 
t *flort a he mother t ) 
This up-and-down entertainment is gn a fi aaa Mateo i ie 
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} T 1s the bank manage! I ) 
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Ricl better, but even his pat i 
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| lenge. There is a tender | I - 


Beware of oo | ance by Ann Wilton as M Dut 
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Richard I e. Siars Ruth Dunning Geoffrey Edwards’ direct t A Casting tichard King 
Lvr n Brooks. Ope ned May 26 oD, t ba —" - . ; 4 ne ot 
A ninster e yndon; $2.50| painstakingly straight and resume 
t Westminster Theatre, Lor 3 a i 
t the decor by Richard Lake is a Lawrence Welk show (Plymouth 
E Hicks F quate if not notably inspire Mot ABC-TV Seeking teen- 
snk M il and instrume pe 
I Miorer 
Barnes I p f for guest appea ‘SO 
Nicola Bi s We 2 S nent band s Sul 
Dr. Harris The Prodigal Wile nent band membe St 
Sandy Lomax Camphell Singer | London. M 9 I or tap me orded 
I Gr , Brisn Moorel "7 Anthony Knowles & table of wellknown pop o1 
ton (with Edgar Alderson) f ’ sta ird numbers plus rece! 
se \ » OF els” is a Ob- | of three-act (five s« € i nhot , at . ahi cumn 

Beware f | gale n | Davi a tees. Stars Deven We ‘ , | photo ) _biographic il summat 

vious piece ot melodramatics | Lyel. Staged by the auth Vict Addre Plymouth Show A Bt 
. z 5 nC d Ho 2 Lye “4 T ap ogn6 Cant 
suffering from inadequate char-| Friend! go : , S Holl bod, or 2 : 4 
” Opened J y ‘ Santa Mon ‘ 
terization a lack F conviction. | den Theatre, London; $2 t , . vu al bile 
acterization and lack of convictior peor - en on Far N. W. Aver & Sons. Inc. ad 
It is strengthened by a couple of |G Gwen Gert away la Lyel agency, PL 7-5700; casting d 
individual performances, ut it “cere peconne by eo Bogen bs ( Castit { 
, 1 
looks a dubious prospect locally | Nicholas Green Breck Shampoo. available parts fo! 
nd can reasonably be ruled out ——— oretty natural blondes or femm 
as a potential Broadway transfer. | This so-called “serious « wit} t red or ! t brown ha 
It might do moderately we ll as a is inept, tedious and I } , ilder lenet} Phone f 
stock entry banality. It a puzzie ! A i yr ’ ! 

The husband ar wite team ol poor effort should er North Advertising 6 E. 45th St 
Audrey Erskine Li indop and Dud- | thought worthy of profs t Castir Frank Higgins. Cast fro 
ley Lesile have fashioned a stereo-! qyction David Horne { t f for the Tor ymmercials. P1 
typed drama of a young girl witha role er author. director ar ) I f models wit good hair. Mai 
past who returns to her native | ig 4 three-way casualty p » and resume for considera- 
village after a prison stretch and He plays a middlea } tior 
is welcomed back in the home Of | stick-in-the-mud 1ust ' Reach, McClintion & Co., 505 

: distinguished local raph ngeerers se thinks that prayer alor - | Ave sting, Esther Lattere 
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sceptical young wife w 
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women for shampoo commercials 





spectable bank manager—falls in 
love with her and announces their 
ement The angelic type 
character is then seen in her true 
light; but the damage is done after ; 
= 4 ae , sense nly when the money is 
a frame-up plot and the gir’ is | SSS yy whereupon t st Es B llet 
BE aol = : a about gone hereupon ( \ aii€ 
obliged to go her own way eaiinadl deni take Of ot r 
In its construction, the plot is yap ve apc 0: 
nearly always obvious and the discovers that he has a 


ens 





on a spending jag wit a slick 
young con man, and comes t é ee 





























only element of surprise may be, ‘ranslating foreign p > oe OVERSEAS 
in the unhappy ending. There's The cast can Go li BB - Itali ian Ballet Co. Producer, Ugo 
little suspense, despite the efforts | trite dialog or the predictable d ira, Via Messina 9, Milan 
to create an atmosphere of ten- | uations Horne bumbles et Stas | Male da with three years pro- 
sion, and the main rewarding fea- | tically as the husband and Ann f, Broadway 
tures of the show are the per-| Farrer acts the tiresome ins n ( s, send 
a eames Wife. Viola Lyel does a ca sume t 
of a frustrated widow and J pi tour Cen- 
Bailey plays the trickster. Or 1 |} pe late summer and fall 
James Ottaway, an und t ] 
ing newspaperm in n | 


ably plausible role and 


ranintly and effectively. Rich. || _Vaude-Cabaret 
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The film deal on “Th . tr ¢ 
chanted,” which fold iy ile t 
a sv‘ tantial deficit 
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MIKE LINZ being in on a i ; aa = 
rT} 1 { ntinue rom ace 
picture gross. The film rights were =“ .' om pase > — 
————_____ =| purchased by Ray Stark for $190 ) juartet known here as 
87th and Rivers de S::ve ..: 5-6200 |[ 000, plus the percentage a nee inhattar Brot hose 7 
The Park Crescent | ™°"' en fen are 
The authors’ share of the f t Love Lies’’ was one of | 
Very desirable 3% room fur- |i) 70 Bie cen ho i vear's t sellers 
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room, two bedrooms, two bath- ake is only 30 wl > | ange the book as suggest 
rooms. Gas kitchenette, free take is oStggthd ger * - , vi aaa” “die 
utilities, hotel service. Restaur- commissions, gives 1 $2 S a sho 
ant, roof sun deck, tennis, the basic $100,000 pavoff. The Wil- yhat be tighte d and 
» urts, f tt ae Pecee eee 
in cae Ge” gy jf| liam Darrid and Eleanor 5 Se VE espects Deiol 
nue bus at door. Convenient (|, berg production of the Bu S ¢ is presentation The st 
all transportation. | berg-Harvey Breit adaptation f } Kon is based on tiie 
| Cali Mr. Reck, Manager. Schulberg’s novel was fina é ears in t life of 
~ —_ $125,000. with prot 1 y eight oxing ¢ 
oe - | overall n Ezekiel Dhlamini ho aft 
The play, which costar J nvicted of murder, put a 
Robards Jr. and Ros : Ha t a sensational career | 
had a 24-week run at Cor I imself in a prison da 
Theatre, N.Y. The prod I ) t ee years ago 
go on tour next fall a l t i ! r f Y 
Guild-American Theatre S tature an violent di 
subscription item, presu ) he extrovert pugilist wa 
pending on who can |} t ia bul Because 
to star t ama and color into tl 
€ rie . I a 


Michael Shurtleff led i t his fello Af al 
Michael Mindlin on David Mer legend in his lif 
rick’s production staff 











~ an African “township” or 
‘ The Show Will Go On” : Mfrican preduction | he: 
You can depend on taneity and exuherence ol 

}~¢ a su} ne l g p ive! 





MARVEL-CLEANERS aaa 


212 WEST 35th STREET 
LAckawanna 4-3326—7—8 


( ing are fact¢ 
in the show's rec ord ittendance on 
its South African tow 


" aarhlin ” An original cast LP disk of 
S; G Performance i King Kong,” released on Gallo- 


tone to coincide with the opening 
: f t show in Johanneskurg last 
UNSURPASSED QUALITY Feb, 2, is one of S. Africa s biggest 
LP sellers of 1959 





“Pick-Up and Delivery — Same Day and ‘Emergency Service 





Road ‘Mame’ Operating Setup 


The following budget breakdown 


1 operations for the 57-week 





e 
REVENL 


is based on the accountant’s state- 
ad tour of the Constance Bennett 


E SPLIT 
$2,269,673 
604,028 
1,665,645 


EXPENSES 


Salaries 





( 

( Manag 

Ne nd P oll 
Wa 

Pre igent 


Fees & Royalties 


Auntie Mame Co 


yirectors 


Rentals 
Departmental 
Ad-Publicit 
I i Stagehands 
I ») BTA 
e Flu I ns 


Net 


Ex penses 


Net Profit on Ope rations 


te B. ‘Re; re 


for booking e present 





575 757,344 


160,040 
109.844 (see note A) 
64.389 

125 366,693 


21,940 


93, 268 
the original Broadway production 


senis payment to Broadway Theatre 





Touring ‘Mame’ 


aqua Continued from page 5 == 


epaid $78.000 of $130.,- 





tment, leaving a balance 
$52.000. Since the unrecouped 


‘ 


are expected to level off at 





< 000. the r ment is 
ent stuck with an approxi- 
$5.000 deficit The produ - 


Jerome Lawrence and Rob 
Lee's adaptation of Patrick 


Bowden, Richard Barr & 


Ridgely Bullock Jr., in associa- 


Justin Sturm & Richard 
né under an agreement with 


Fryer & Lawrence Carr 





or he original Bre 
( OI 
| 
0 il expe s oO 
€eK rd are aeta ed 
nving tabulatio 





‘Major Barbara’ 


Continued from page 55 
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Broadway production, In whi 
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Twin Cities 


=m Continued from page 55 & 


ub 


pec 


} ball 


] 


I L: s been 
o the M pal Aud 
» Paul fe » weeks be- 


next Sept. 29 Winchell 


ed that “Lady” was offered 
State, but the theatre's stage 
») small to handle the musical 


St. Paul subscription drive 
out, other shows will be 
1 into the Auditorium 

ss of the Theatre Guild 
iption season in Minneapolis 


follows the loss of the Metropoli- 
{ 


Opera season It's also ex- 
ted that local professional base- 
will be discontinued after this 


season. That will make a white 
elephant out of a $4,000,000 sta- 
dium built with funds provided by 
ivic-minded citizens and designed 
o att t a major league team 

re The stadium is now used 
by the Minneapolis Millers, last 
year’s “Little World Series” win- 


rhe lack of cooperation between 
St. Paul and Minneapolis is also 
egarded as ‘one of the reasons 
t! the Twin Cities, each with its 
own team in the American Assn., 
a been unable to land a major 

igue baseball franchise. Both 
uilt stadiums instead of getting 
ogether on a single one conven- 
ently located to draw attendance 
from the adjacent cities 

















‘MELVILLE 


RUICK 


“MacKenzie 
gto 


In “PLEASURE 
OF HIS 
COMPANY” 
i Replacing 


Charles Ruggles 
this week only) 














FOR SALE 
Shubert Theatre i 
in CINCINNATI, OHIO 
and 
Blackstone Theatre 
in CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
to purchasers intending to use 
the property bought as Legiti- 
mate Theatres. 


Reply to Box V-29, VARIETY, 
154 W. 46th St, New York 36. 








OUR 35TH YEAR 


RESUMES for all ARTISTS—Imme- 
diate, personel attention—very tow 
rates to artists—newest IBM _ proc- 
esses used here—resumes to conform 
with your photo—mail orders given 
fast attention 
you're always welcome at’ 
EFFICIENT PRINTING & RESUME 
CORP 
62 West 46th St., New York City 
Near 6th Ave centrally located) 
Ci 7-4447-8-9 

















GIRLS GIRLS 


Dancers - Hostesses 


Earn while you learn. No experi- 
ence necessary. Minimum salary 
$60 weekly plus commission. 


Apply 
PARISIAN BALLROOM 
1568 Broadway—Cor. 47th &t., 

New York City 
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Onoue was putting on his makeup. | 
He was enchanted by the behind- 
the-scenes routine. 

“what I admire so much in the 
Japanese theatre is the respect | 


oo 


Wayne Morse 


=a Continued from page 2 
and the| 





«reumvented indirectly, ( 
competition has in fact been multi- 
plied by the importation of robot 
foreign musicians in the form of 
foreign-made music on film and 
tape 


“a 


|he said. 

What astounded Gaxton was the 
fire sequence on display in the 
Summer Dance at the Kokusai 





is to be our complacent | 


role to pit the American musician | Theatre. “I've been in the theafre 
against foreign musicians, let us|45 years—in the most expensive 
not be secretive about it. If we! Broadway shows.” he said, ‘and 


I've never seen anything as thrill- 
ing as that fire scene. I was being 
“socked every minute You'd 

ear the place was on fire.” 

Gaxton and his wife, the former 
showgirl Madeline Cameron, are 
leaving for a week in Hong Kong 
after a week in Tokyo. They'll re- 
turn here for another weck after 
leaving the crown colony. 


Tynan Ban Lifted 


Continued from page 1 


must, let us permit foreign musi- 
cians to eome to our country, where 
can work under American 
etandards and for decent wages 
Let us not pit our American musi 
cians against a celluloid music com 
petitor who leaves nothing with us 
save distress for our American 
musicians.” 

Morse said he would be inter-| 
ested to hear “any *explanations 
which some segments of our enter- | 
tainment industry may make to 

is Congress concerning their cur- 
rent practices of palming off as, 

merican-made a commercial prod- 

\ that utilizes every means of 
foreign ecut-rate competition to en- 
ich the producers at the expense 
ur own job-needy American en- 
ainers, artists and technicians.” 
He said he wanted a similar ex- 
anation from “the great broad- 
casting companies whose decep- 
ely foreign-made films and for- 

f made recordings purport to be 


the’ 











ie 
for comment on the situation. It 
has been learned that he was at 
first refused seats for the preem. 
The reported reason was that Mer- 
rick felt that his unfavorable no- 
tice on the producer's “Destry 
Rides Again” musical opening of 
a few weeks earlier had been “a 
review of the film version” of the 





ind recordings of American yarn. ; 
but actually are made in When Tynan complained to 
lialy or other foreign coun- “Gypsy” librettist Arthur Laur- 
S ents, composer Jule Styme and 
e lawmaker proposed that director-choreographer Jerome 
Kenin and other entertainment | Robbins,- they appealed to Hay- 


ward, who first offered the critic 
his co-producer’s seats, but then 
persuaded Merrick to rescind the 
order. By what appeared to be 
pure coincidence, Tynan gave 
“Gypsy” a spectacular rave notice 

Otherwise, the anti-critie activ- 
ity consisted of merely a few dis- 
gruntled words. Abe Burrows, as 
author of the book and the direc- 
tor of “First Impressions,” was 
| quoted as complaining that the 
| musical’s notices amounted to per- 
sonal attacks on him and had ac- 
| cused him of using “dirty words.” 
He also reported!y charged that 
| Laurents, as librettist of not only 
“Gypsy” but also last season's 
smash “West Side Story,” has be- 
come a “reviewers’’ pet. 

While Laurents himself has not 
been quoted on the situation, he 
has repeatedly expressed dissatis- 
faction with the Broadway critical 
setup and in some cases the re- 
views of some of his _ specific 
shows. Most of these somewhat 
guardedly-phrased comments have 
been made in television panel dis- 
cussions. At any rate, he obviously 
| doesn’t regard himself as 4 critics’ 
| “pet.” 


1 heads appear before the pro- 
cted inquiry to spell out the sit- 
tion. Under Morse’s resolution, 
e Finance Committee would have 

a $50,000 spending ceiling and re- 
port its findings no later than Jan 

1960 
The Hollywood Film Council con- 

demned runaway filmmaking in a 
olution last March, and union 

have been urging a House 

investigation of the practice. 


“Mafia Spilashia 
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and “Mafia, U. S. A.” Curious item 
here is that United Artists, which 
nerally distribs Small’s prod- 
previously protested Warner's 
vo titles. UA also objected to 
World Enterprises’ “Mafia, U.S.A.” | 
WB likewise protested Columbia | 
Pictures’ registration of “Under- 
wid, U. S. A..” as in conflict to | 
iis “Mafia, U. S. A.” Bryan Foy, 
incidentally, is prepping a Mafia 
varn for Columbia, but under title 
of “The Congress of Crime.” 
In further title protests, Colum- 
I with its own “Innocence,” | oo 
beefed ower Nicholas Ray's regis- | 
tration of “The Innocents,” claim- | 
ing tabs are harmfully similar. | 
fal Wallis’ he Last Days of al 
Badman” drew the objection of - art i 
Universal, claiming the yoo ns tag, | Caught up with the N. Y. premiere 
and Brvyna also came forward | @fter her return from the super- 
ainst Wallis with its “Day of the market circuit. There, amid the 
n” . | jams and jellies, she was posturing 
Allied Artists entered fray with | before the housewives and making 
jab at Famous‘ Players’ “The | With the autographs on “Early 
: Circus” as identical to its own, | Havoc. 
d Saratoga Productions also | ae to the first-time 
jiced a protest over same title. | author, fhe book was selling even 
AA was on the receiving end from | better than the proverbial Aunt 
a beef from Metro’s producer Al-}Jemima stuff. The supermarket 
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June Havoc 
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bert Zugsmith, who claimed prior- | routes included Baltimore and 
ity on “The Young Set.” Metro | Wilmington, plus a side-trip to 
had a go, too, against J. Arthur | Washington. After that, she re- 


Rank’s “Northwest Frontier,” as| turned to N. Y. and her brown- 
injurious to its own “Northwest | stone manse on the upper eastside 
Passage,” produced in 1940. |} to continue the ballyhoo in other 
spheres. These included television 
a aati appearances that had their climax 
|in a guestar spot on British come- 
Gaxton In Japan j}dian Dave King’s NBC-TV show 
| for Kraft last week. 
Continued from page 2 mms! Miss Havoc is preparing to close 
out of some of our singers coming , her N. Y. quarters in a few days 
and belting out songs,” he said. | #94 take a rest at her Malibu home 
“You've got to have the American | ©" the Coast. In July she'll fly in 
touch here. The Japanese stage |t© star in “The Pink Burro,” by 
lacks the personalities who could | Jean Riley, on the “U. S. Steel 
improve it. Hour” over CBS-TV. 

“You have to have stars. If Will “Early Havoc” be updated 
they would see some of our stars to cover her mature years? “I 
in person—see the way we work— | Started to write another book long 
it would improve the standard| before ‘Early Havoc’ was pub-| 
here, The Japanese are deadpans. | lished,” Miss Havoc said. “I was | 
Our girls smile in musical comedy.” | warned not to wait for the re-| 

Naturally impressed by the} views, because that way you get | 
packed houses he encounters here, | discouraged (if you're not a regular | 
Gaxton added, “I don’t think any-| author, that is) if some of the’ 
thing that's successful needs a shot | critics aren’t as kind as you would | 
in the arm. But why not have} want them to be. Therefore, they 
some of the stars come here just | told me to get another book started 
like the’ ballplayers?” ,in advance, and then you get the| 

Visiting backstage at the Kabuki | launching out of the way. For-| 
Theatre, Gaxton was all attention | tunately, the reviews were wonder- | 
“hile famed kabuki actor Baiko! ful.” j 
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and love of traditio hema 
| regard for a yor acing that 
has been cgpi on for centuries, 


MET WHAMMO IN DALLAS 


Collects $329,134 For Sunday 
Matinee of ‘Carmen’ 





Dallas, June 2. 

“™* slight increase in ticket prices 
and several over capacity houses 
combined to make the Metropoli- 
tan Opera’s i959 visit to Dallas the 
best season financially since 1953 
and the third best in the history 
of the tour engagements here. 

Sunday matinee crowd poured 
into the State Fair Music Hall 
4.197 strong to hear “Carmen” and 
deposit a total of $29,134 in the 
boxoffice. These statistics added to 
the figures of the three previous 
performances this season show to- 
tals of 15,109 in attendance and 
$101,092 in receipts. 

In 1953, the receipts were $110.- 
358 and the attendance was 17.755, 
but that was before the Music Ha!! 
was reseated and there approxi- 
mately 4,400 seats to sold. 

The reseating reduced capacity 
to 4,100 and over capacity c>owds 
are accommodated by placing 
chairs at the rear of the first floor. 
That is what occurred Saturday 


night and Sunday afternoon when | 
another “plus” crowd of 4.142 at-! 


tended. 

The next stop of the tour is to 
be Houston where the company 
will give two performances, The 
Met gave three performances here. 








Could Be Revival 


Continued from page 7 


prove the rule and _ exhivitors 
aren't being handed many top fi'ms 





in May and June. The distributors | 


argue, with some logic, that there 
are certain slack seasons in the 
year, and the May-June period 
traditionally has been one of those. 
Inasmuch as. more money than 
ever is being poured into films, 
and the risk factor is greater than 
ever, the distrib theory is that the 
pictures should be released under 
the most favorable possible con- 
ditions, which they don’t feel exist 
in May and June when the public 
generally veers towards the out- 
doors. 

Exhibitors, plugging for “orderly 
release,” take the view that it’s 
“unintelligent” and impractical for 
distribution to create a artificial 
product vacuum at any time dur- 
ing the year. It’s bad psychologi- 


cally, too, they say, because it cre- | 


ates the impression among the 
public that the quality of films 
generally is receding, 

Even though the signs point to 
upped attendance, there are many 
in the industry who still feel that 
a good many houses will have to 
close. One key exhibitor last week 
put the figure as high as 30°, and 
that a good many of the situations 
which have been holding on by 
the skin of their teeth for the past 
several years are rapidly reaching 
the point where shuttering and 
conversion to other purposes is the 


only road left open to them. Hand _| state line, an edition for Michigan | by the N.Y 





Sheldon Sackett Says— 


| Publisher Sheldon Sackett said 
last week he had purchased the 
| Orpheum Theatre in Oakland, Cal., 
on the eastern shore of Frisco Bay, 





magnificent anecdotes concerning 
Alexander Wolcott, Ogden Nash, 
Peter Arno, Helen Hokinson, Rob- 
ert Benchley, John McNulty, Dor- 
othy Parker, Frank Sullivan, E. B. 


| for $550,000 and would use the | White and other behind-the-scene 


a planned new daily newspaper. 

| Sackett, who recently sold his 
Oakland and Vancouver, Wash., 
radio stations to Gordon McLen- 
don for a price he announced as 
$800,000, operates a daily in Coos 
Bay, Ore., and also owns the plants 
from which 13 Oakland-area labor 
papers are published. 

His publicized plan is to start a 
liberal-Democratic daily in Oak- 
land, where only one daily now 
exists, Joseph R. and (ex-U.S. Sen- 
ator) William F. Knowland’s arch- 
Republican afternoon Tribune. The 
last cirect Tribune oppesition dis- 
appeared in 1948 when William 
Randolph Hearst folded his after- 
noon Oakland Post-Inquirer. How- 
ever, all four Frisco dailies circu- 
late heavily in Oakland, a city of 
more than 400,000. 

Sackett said he'd print his new 
paper on a press he boucht from 
The Seattle Times in 1955, added 
the new paper. would be a “mod- 
ern” six-column production 
inches deep. He claimed the old 
Orpheum, unused as a theatre for 
many years, would be “ideal” for 
newspaper production because it’s 
“a sound, triple-A siructure which 
otherwise would have to be torn 
down.” 

Within the last decade Sackett 
has talked about operating dailies 
in Seattle, Portland and Los An- 
geles, and started and discontinued 


| theatre building as home base for| managing and departmental edi- 


tors including Gus Lobrano, Wil- 
liam Shawn and Hawley Truax. To 


{ride herd on such a parce! of talent 





| friends immediately 
| neral 


called for erratic brilliance. Ross 
had it in spades. 


One anecdote of showbiz interest 
concerned a gathering of Ross’ 
after his fu- 
meeting was 


services. The 


| held in Sam Behrman’'s apartment 


to discuss a project involving Wal- 


| ter Winchell. Robert E. Sherwood, 


18 | 


a small daily in Virginia. In recent | 


» eeks he’s also sounded out the 
San Jose, Cal., area, 60 miles south 
of Frisco about starting a liberal- 
Democratic daily, presumably be- 
cause Joseph Ridder’s morning- 
afternoon combination. The Mer- 


Marc Connelly, Lillian Ross, Gibbs, 
Sullivan and others present pro- 
posed to take a full page aad in the 
N. Y. Times to castigate Winchell 
for derogatory things he had writ- 
ten about Ross shortly before the 
latter died. All tried their hands 
at preparing copy for the ad. 
Sherwood finally looked up and 
observed that an ad with their 
names attached to it would please 
Winchell no end, so the idea was 
immediately abandoned. Winchell 
resented an unflattering series of 
profiles written by S'.. Clair Mc- 
Kelway in the New Yorker 

The book is jamnacked with car- 
bolic Rossisms such Writers 
are a dime a dozen” “Sex is only 
an incident” and “I have little con- 
fidence in a government run by 
friends of mine.” 

An imaginative producer might 
turn the Thurber book into a whale 
of a film about the-mad. sad, elad 
goings-on during a cuarter of a 
centurv in the editorial padded 
cells of the New Yorker 


ps 


Rans 
Cardinal's Smut War 
War on obscene or pornographic 
literature was declared by Richard 


| Cardinal Cushing of Boston Thurs- 


cury-News, has not been published | 


since Feb. 14 through a series of 
strikes. 





Win Bowater Awards 
| For the first time, a French- 
language submission has won one 
of the Bowater Awards for Jour- 
nalism in Cenada, going to a joint 
;effort on Montreal metropolitan 
government by Jacques Delisie and 
| Fernand Lavesque. Their series, 
published in La Presse, Montreal, 
| got them $1,000. 
A second $1,000 went 


day (28) with an appeal to the 
general public not to purchase or 
reads such items. In a statement 
in which he said he is seriously 
concerned about the moral prob- 


|lem which has arisen through the 


widespread distribution of such 
literature, the Cardinal said: “This 
is a matter which cuts through 
differences of religion.” 


He said he was “distressed” at 


|attempts to minimize the dangers 


which arise in the prevalence of 
obscene literature and to impede 


| the application of existing laws by 


to Tom | 


Kent, former editor of the Winni- | 


| peg Free Press, for an 11-part se- 


| ries on the Gordon report on Can- | 


ada's 
| awards 


economic 
are 


The 
and 


prospects. 
sponsored by 





South Bend Outlander Editions 
Newly-installed high speed 
presses and an augmented 


| 


named for a newsprint company. | bought a Pinehurst, N. C 


| 


| 


raising questions concerning their 
precise meaning and the definition 
of their terms 


CHATTER 
John P. Marouand 
, home 
winter 


Novelist 


and will be a permanent 
resident. 


Renown Books Inc. authorized to 


news | conduct business in New York with 


staff have enabled the South Bend, | canital stock of 200 shares, no par 
|Ind., Tribune to now publish sep- | value. 


arate editions for Indiana and 


Warren W. Stout. former report- 


| Michigan. With South Bend only | er for the Albany Times-Union and 
; seven miles south of the Michigan |the Knickerbocker News, retained 


State Conservation 


in hand with this goes the argu- | readers had long been thought of.| Dept. as a consuliant on motor 


ment that such a streamlining of 


the exhibition plant may, in fact. 


be desirable since it would weed | 


out secondary Situations. 
The distributors maintain that 
there is no such thing as a “prod- 


uct shortage,” and that the lack | editor is Robert V. Liggett who|R. Best Jr., 


| Press limitations, however, 


| vented such a move. 

Raymond J. Donovan heads the 

jIndiana state news department 

| Which covers 12 counties in north 
Indiana. Michigan news 


pre- 


| central 


boats. 

Condae Publications Inc. formed 
to do business in New York with 
capital stock of 220 shares, no par 
value. Directors are Clinton F. 


| Egerton, Thomas Byles and Harry 


of bookings on a large number of “@irects a staff of some 32 news and | 


available films proves this. There 
is a shortage of the top-drawing 
pictures, which by their very na- 
ture are limited in quantity. 


Unclear Ad 


=——_——_ Continued from page 5 








over the holiday weekend, the ex- 
hibitors expect most of the prob- 
lems which have beset them dur- 
ing the past two years to disap- 
pear, with both sides agreeing to 
work more closely on all enter- 
tainment advertising in the future. 
_ One direct result of the problem 
has been the increased use of radio 
advertising by the exhibitors in 
the area. In addition to Loew’s 
and the Senate. the Colonial, an- 
other downtown house, has run 
regular, and heavy spot schedules 
on local stations, receiving in re- 
turn, special editorial coverage 
which is, and has been, a bone of 
contention with the newspapers. 
Radio coverage, for example, in- 
cludes a special Monday through 
Saturday half-hour show on WCWB 
devoted exclusively to the pictures 
which are appearing at all the the- 
atres in the area, with only motion 
picture sound track music used to 
break the talk periods. 


| photo correspondents in five south- 
| western counties. An edition deliv- 
ered to subscribers 
| mediate 
|}area remains unchanged. 


in the im- 





Thurber on Ross 

The peerless James Thurber, has 
turned in a moving Manhattan 
| With Ross” (Atlantic 
vastly superior and far more re- 
vealing, necessarily more insidey, 
account of the New Yorker editor's 
way with writers, cartoonists, etc., 
than the job performed by Dale 
Kramer in 1951. 

Kramer's “Ross and the New 
Yorker” was slightly second-hand, 
an interloper’s rather pa.lid inter- 
pretation and reporting of an ex- 
traordinary editor; Thurber's look- 
see, on the other hand, is moving 
and real, a co-worker’s exquisitely 
engraved mezzotint capturing the 
man’s warts, hangnails as well as 
the human qualities beneath his 
apparently tough hide. 

en Thurber told Wolcott 
Gibbs that he was embarking on a 
bio of Ross, the latter sighed: “If 
you get Ross down on paper, no- 
body will believe it.” But Thurber 
managed to get the _ irascible 
comma-chasing, super-supcr per- 
fectionist between pages. The re- 
sult is enriching. 

Thurber fell heir to a flock of 





Queens, L. I 

Praeger Paperbacks Ine. euthor- 
ized to conduct a publishing busi- 
ness in New York. Capita} stock 
is 200 shares, no par value. Phillips, 


South Bend-Mishawaka | Nizer, Benjamin, Krim & Ballon 


were filing attorneys at Albany. 
Publications Development Corp. 


‘authorized to conduct a publica- 


| madrigal dealing with ‘The Years | 200 shares, 
Monthly | Bros. 
Press—Little Brown; $5.00). It is a| Albany. 


| 





| 


tions and advertsing business in 
New York, with capital stock of 
no par value. Coudert 


were filing attorneys at 


—————— 








Par Seen Ready 


Continued from page 3 aaa 








cut them in on the profits or the 
gross, whichever they prefer. In 
this way we all do well if the pic- 
ture is a success and. on the other 
hand, they take a licking, as we do, 
if it’s a dud.” 

There's no doubt that a company 
would prefer to own its pictures 
100%, like in the old days. But 
these are the modern times, the 
tax-consideration times, and the 
Hollywood individuals want to 
build up equities in their own cor- 
porations. 

Par has now yielded to the trend 
toward participations, but wants to 
see to it that the individuals share 
the risks as well as the chances of 
a big payoff. 
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Broadway 

George Stich new maitre’ d’hotel 
for the cafes in Carlton House. 

Barbara Hutton, not unknown, 
donated $100,000 to Lincoln Cen- 
ter Of Performing Arts 

James Stewart Morcom, Radio 
City Music Hail art director, off 
on four-week vacation cruise to 
Europe 

H. A. Swan of the long-ago 
vaude act, Swan's Alligators, is in 
the Bird S. Coler Hospital on 
N.Y.’s Welfare Island. 

Ernest Emmerling, veepee_ in 
charge of advertising-publicity for 
Loew's Theatres, on circle tour of 
Europe, is due back in N.Y. June 
15. He will have been away four 
weeks at that time. 

Leo Mayer Champions Inc. has 
been authorized to conduct an en- 
tertainment business in New York, 
c/o Leo Mayer Jr. Capital stock is 
200 shares, no par value. Michael 


F. Mayer was filing attorney at 
Albany. 
Marcia Landry that was, now 


Mrs. Stanley fale, is president- 
elect of the American Women’s 
Club of Zurich, Switzerland and 
retiring treasurer of the Federa- 
tion of American Women’s Clubs 
Overseas which convened last week 
in Paris. 

Jules Rudel operas in English 
at Chautauqua this summer will 
employ Walter Cassel, Gail Man- 
ners, Dolores Mari, Va! Patacchi, 
Joseph Posner, Paul Ukena, Phy!- 
lis Curtin, Patricia Neway, David 
Atkinson, William Nahr, Marjorie 
Gordon, Grant Williains. 

Singer Herb Jeffries and strip- 
per Tempest Storm, who wed in 
San Francisco May 21. sailed for 
Paris Friday (29) on the Liberte. 
On same ship other show folk were 
Met impresario Rudolf Bing, singer 
Jo Stafford, accompanied by her 
husband Paul Weston. 

Christed Productions Inc. ha 
been authorized to conduct a mo- 
tion picture and theatrical produc- 
tion business in New York, with 
capital stock of 200 shares, no par 
value. Directors are Dr. Eugene 
J. Czukor, Barbara Britton, David 
P. Wiener. Taylor, Scoll & Simon 
filing attorneys at Albany. 


Paris 
By Gene Moskowitz 

(66 Ave. Breteuil; SUF. 5920) 

Actress Ivy Bless now turning 
agent for John Mather. She will 
be stationed here. 

Jan Peerce in for a looksee after 
a solid success in his London sing- 
ing recitals. 

Jean Cocteau to make his first 
pic is eight years, “La Testament 
D’Orphee.” 

United Artists disks will be 
pressed and aistributed by Pathe- 
Marconi here. 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz 
through on their European vacation 
and head for U.S. June 13. 

Raf Valione due back next season 
at the Theatre Antoine in the long- 


run legit hit, “View From 
Bridge.” 

Ray Ventura has snared Rene 
Hardy’s novel, “Lost Sentinel,” 


for film purposes. He is angling for 
a Yank director to make this war 
tale. 

Marcel Brochard, prexy of the 
Boulogne Studios, getting the 
Cinema Award of the year for his 
technical contributions to French 
filmmaking. 

Actor Lino Ventura will produce 
and star in his next pic, “Le 
Docker,’ which will purportedly 
bear some resemblance to “On The 
Waterfront.” 

Maurice Chevalier back and ex- 
pressing a desire to play Moliere’s 
“Le Misanthrope” and “Le Bour- 
geois Gentilhomme” at Comedie- 
Francaise. 


Yank singing-dancing actress, 


Marpessa Dawn, getting plenty of | 


offers after the French pic, “Orfeu 
Negro,” in which she starred took 
the Golden Palm at the recent 
Cannes Film Fest. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 
(342 Little Bldg.; 
DEvonshire 8-7560) 
Eddie Hodges in for press rounds 
for “A Hole in the Head.” 
Bobbi Baker booked for Bronzo’s, 
Worcester, opening this week. 
Blinstrub’s 
_ Sammy Davis Jr. due in June 





Dick Richards closing Upstairs 
Room at the Black Angus this week 
for refurbishing. 

Jason Robards Jr. to play Mac- 
beth at the new Arts Center Thea- 
tre in Brighton. 

Genevieve inked to open Carou- 
sel, 3,000-seat Framingham straw- 
hatter, in “Can Can.” 

Newport Jazz Festival to be fol- 
lowed by a new Newport Folk Fes- 
tival in Freebody Park, Newport. 

Max Michnrels, former assistant 
manager of Cinerama, to Carousel 


the | 


has the Vagabonds | 


Theatre, Framingham strawhatter, | 


as manager. 
| Pleasure Island, 80-acre 
;}ment center, patterned after 
| neyland, is set tor June 22 opening 
|in Wakefield. 

Jack Kelly's Ice Frolics with Mi- 
chael Meehan, holding at the Brad- 
'ford Roof which will operate all 
summer with Al Taxier at the 
helm. 
Joe 


amuse- 


Dever, author of “Three 
| Priests,”” working on a new Double- 
day novel, “The Years Shall De- 
| vour Them,” about post-war young 
| marrieds. 
| Lee Falk in to dispose of stage 
be ge at New England Mutual 
| hall. After 13 years and 300 produc- 
| tions, his Boston Summer Theatre 
| is giving up. 

Jimmy Dean 
Salisbury Beach 
for two nighter. 
follows for club's first 
opening June 28. 

Denny Mulcahy booked Jimmie 
Dean, Sammy Davis Jr., Tommy 
Sands, Liberace, Platters, Frankie 
Avalon, Erroll Garner 
Kelly for his Salisbury 
| Frolics season. 

Jazz exhib, in conjunction with 


booked to open 
Frolics June 26 
Sammy Davis, Jr 
full 


tral library with Bix Beiderbecke’s 
horn and rare Bessie 
“St. Louis Blues,” being shown. 

Cambridge Drama Festival has 
inked Siobhan McKenna, Sir John 
Gielgud, Margaret Leighton and 
Jason Robards Jr. for their season 
at the Arts Center Theatre in 
Brighton opening July 10 with 
“Twelfth Night.” 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

(319 N. 18th St.; Locust 4-4848) 
| The Capri installing a screening 
}room for pix parties in its Locust 
| St. addition. 
| The Dick Crean String Band will 
| change its name to that of its new 
backer, comedian Cozy Morley. 

Fred Astaire to appear at Gim- 
bels book store, June 18, to plug 





his autobiography, “Steps in 
Time.” 
Eugene Ormandy extended his 


stay in Israel to conduct an extra 
concert with the Israel 
monic, bringing total to 10. 

Nationwide Booking Corp., with 
offices in Chester and Hollywood, 
opened a Camden branch under 
the direction of John Budd. 


an actor with Hedgerow Theatre 
for 12 years. returns to direct the 
group’s production of “Medea.” 
Frank Lentino, former proprie- 
tor of the Pompeii Room on Ritten- 
house Sq., ovened the Ringside 
| Bar on the waterfront, 
Philly. 
| Frank Miller, 





former Philadel- 


| 


Dis- | 


London 
(COVent Garden 0135/6/7) 

Arthur Blake opened a cabaret 
season at the Stork Room last 
Sunday (31). 

Mike Nidorf in over the weekend | 
for confabs with Val Parnell and | 
Lew Grade 

Joan Heal begins a cabaret sea- | 
son at Quaglino’s and the Allegro | 
Room beginning June 9. | 

Paul Robeson planning a concert 
tour in Europe and N.Y. during | 
breaks in the run of “Othello” at | 


| Stratford-on-Avon. 


week | 


and Billy | 
Beach | 
| be 


Mark Ostrer, who died a few 
months ago, left over $963,000 to} 
be divided between his wife, two | 
sons and stepdaughter. 

Sir Philip Warter hosted a Savoy 
dinner on Friday (29) to mark the | 
conclusion of the Associated Brit- | 
ish-Pathe sales convention. 

Sir Arthur Jarratt, who was 
president of the Kinematograph 
Renters Society at the time of his 
death, left more than $580,000. 

Alicia Markova due back from 
N.Y. tomorrow (Thurs.) and will 
guest of honor the following 


| week at the Variety Club’s Ladies 


Newovort Jazz Festival and Boston | 
Public Library, on display in cen- | 


Smith film, | 
| to end its run Saturday, after more 


Luncheon. 

“Not In the Book,” comedy writ- 
ten by British Film Producers 
Assn. prexy Arthur Watkins, due 


than 500 performances. 

Liberance arrived here yester- 
day (Tues.). Prior to a stint in the 
Royal Variety Show at Manchester 
on June 23, he will fill vaude dates 
at Finsbury Park and Chiswick. 

Frederick Brisson in with Rosa- | 
lind Russell for a three-week stop- 
over, during which time he’ll plan 
the Broadway presentation of 
“Five Finger Exercise,” a current 
hit at Comedy Theatre. 


Albert Dekker signed by Sam 


‘Spiegel for “Suddenly, Last Sum- 


Philhar- | 


Joseph Gistirak, who had been | 


in South | 


| phia Orchestra cellist, who went to} 


| NBC and later conducted the Or- 
jlardo (Fla.) Orch, signed as first 


i celiist with Chicago Symphony 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 
(Atlantic 1-6100) 

Suzanne Turner will be 
ingenue this summer at the Wiite 
Barn Theatre. 

Mac Murray had the big toe of 
his right foot amputated at the 
Allegheny General Hospital. 

Pete Dana resigned from 


US 


heiped to organize recently. 
Former Pittsburgher Bili Blow- 
itz and Jerry Pickman accom- 
panied Danny Kaye to town. 
Jimmy Fallon, one of 
of the New Arena, and his 
celebrated 21st wedding anni. 
Pittsburgh Symphony conductor 
William Steinberg off for England 
to baton the London Philharmonic 





again. : 

Frankie Busseri. of Four Lads 
and Joyce De Young, of Ray 
| Charles’ singers, broke _ their 
| engagement. 


| Arthur Wilmurt, of Tech drama 

faculty, and his wife, Zelda, cast 
| for “Golden Crucibie,” the Bi- 
| centennial drama. 





| “bel 


By Austen Nazareth 





Filipino librettist-poetess-editor 
| Nina Estrada touring this country 
to study the Indian theatre. 

American Theatre Assn., New 
Delhi, presenting ‘The Philadel- 
phia Story” at Constantia Hall. 

First story by an Indian writer 
to win a Hollywood film contract 
is author Bhabani Bhattacharya’s 
novel, “He Who Rides a Tiger.” 
Rod Steiger and Susan Strasberg 
are likely leads. 


Tewfiq el Sabbahi, g.m., and 
Saad Siab, distribution chief, . of 
Cairo’s Magda Film, on Indian 


visit to negotiate distribution of 
pic, “Djamila the Algerian,” in this 
country; also talking co-production, 
U.A.R. exhibition of Indian films. 





Films, Inc., indie distrib outfit he | 
| filmed by CCC. O. W. Fischer will | 


| 


| 


ison Chief 


mer,’ which Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
is currently directing with Eliza- 
beth Taylor, Montgomery Clift and , 
Katherine Hepburn in the leads. 

“Moment of Danger” is the new 
AB-Pathe-Warner | 
| 


title of the 
Brothers release, which was for- 
merly known as “The Takers.” 


Starring roles are filled by Trevor 
oward, Dorothy Dandridge and 
Edmund Purdom. 


Berlin 
By Hans Hoehn 
(760264) 
Paul \Hoerbiger observing 65th 
birthday 
West-Serlin now has 267 cinemas 
with 131,686 seating capacity. 
CCC has “Taboo” on its project 
list. Film is. about a south sea 
island 
UFA distributing the British 
documentary, “Seven Years In the} 
Tibet” here. 
Curd Juergens signed a contract 





with Ariola Records. Actor will 
wax disks in both German and 
Englist 


sn 
Berlin Philharmonic wil! give 44 
concerts during the 1959-60 sea- 
conductor Herbert von 
Karajan will direct six. 
Caterina Valente, 


under ex- 


'clusive contract with CCC, will be 


the | 


starred with Mario Lanza in that 
company’s “That's My Man.” 

The Mario Lanza pic, “Serenade 
of a Big Love,” preemed at Zoo 
Palast Local distrib of this} 


| mainly Metro-financed film is Con- 


owners | 
wife | 


stantin 
“Tragedy of Mayerling” will be 


play Crown-Prince Rudolf. The | 
role of baroness Mary Vetsera may | 
be done by Romy Schneider. _ 
New local U.S. pix preems in-| 
clude “In Love and War” (20th), 
‘Maracaibo” (Par), “Raw Wind in| 
Eden” (U), “Bell, Book, Candle” | 
Col), “Rock-A-Bye-Baby” (Par), | 
and “This Is Cinerama.” 


. 
Palm Springs 
By A. P. Scully 
(Tel Fairview 4-1823) 
Henry McGann Jr. visiting his 
mother, old vauder Gracie McCann. 
Ilse Janssens pencilled into How- | 


' ard Manor for summer pianologues. 


(43-B Hanuman Rd., New Delhi) | 


| Yucca 


Jessie Glendinning now living in 
Valley over the hill from | 
Palm Springs. | 

Horace Heidt keeping open his 
Lone Palm hostel for summer. Desi | 


| Arnaz closing his in order to add a 


| 





flock of new rooms. 
Antone and Curtiss, comedy 
team, replaced the Bonaires at the 


| Chi Chi. Supporting acts, J. Rob- 


ert Lucas and Evelyn Farney. 

Bill Perlberg off to Europe for 
locations of “Counterfeit Traitor,” | 
Bill Holden’s next. Says he and | 
Seaton have signed Debbie Rey- 
nolds to a 5-yearer. 

Cable tv outfit headed by Charlie | 
Farrell claims it’s being tapped by | 
at least a thousand free-loaders | 
who are not paying the $7 monthly 
charge. Want city ordinance to! 
stop the pilfering. 


Mike Ferrall. femme Marrian! 





; guest 


; own 


| Capt 
jin July. 


Walters and their eight-month-old 
swimming champ, Bobbie, off for 


|sea coast in a month; return in| 


October for next season at the 


Playhouse which they turned into a 


winner this year. 

First original ever produced at 
the Playhouse, Jean Riley's “The 
Pink Burro,” has been picked up 
by the Theatre Guild and sold to 
U.S. Steel for the tv rights. Com- 
edy revolves around a famous bean- 
ery here called The Watering 
Trough, run by two old vauders, 
Ed and Maree Frisby. 


Minneapolis 
By L. Rees 
_ Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “Goodbye Again.” 
Freddie’s nitery with Oscar 
Peterson Trio has $1.50 cover. 


Employment gain of 3,600 here | 


this month expected to help box- 
office 

“Tall 
U. Theatre's 
opener. 

Chirpers Tommy Lee and Donna 
Hightower into Key Club with 
Duke Groner band. 

Mitch Miller set for Advertising | 
Federation of America 


Story” will be Minnesota 
fall-winter season 


here this month. 


Comedian Herb Shriner topped 
St. Paul Women’s Institute's final 
show of season. | 

Hugh (“Wyatt Earp”) O'Brian to 
head Wild West show at baseball 
stadium here July 12 

Minnesota Amuse. Co. (United 
Paramount circuit) executives | 
Charles Winchell, John Branton 
and Ev. Seibel in N. Y. for home- 
office conference. 

(4009 Xerxes Ave.; So. Fr 7-2609) 

Harold Goldberg in from New| 
York to try to make deal to have 
legitimate touring attractions 
booked into one of local film 
houses. 


| 


Westport, Conn. | 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Maurice Evans is at his Nod Hill 
place | 

The Stanley Joseloffs are locat- 
ing at Compo Beach. 

Ben and Lil Boyar are due here 
soon | 

Victor Gilbert has bought a new 
swimming hole for Stonehenge. 

The Davis Cunninghams were 
hosts for a dance at High Ridge. 

Lawrence Langner celebrated his 
69th birthday last Saturday (30). 

Helena Bliss is back from a star- 
ring engagement in “King and 
I” at St. Paul. 

Fred Heider, ABC producer, has 
taken a summer place at Fairfield 
Beach 

Aline MacMahon is filling local 
spots in advance of the 
Shakespegre season at Stratford, 
Conn. 

Eleanor Steber, Jose Iturbi and 
Eartha Kitt have been signed for 
a summer seriés of “pops” con- 
certs by Connecticut Symphony at | 
Fairfield. Iturbi will conduct his | 
concert, Evan Whallon will 
lead for Miss Steber, with Maurice | 
Levine giving the beat to Miss Kitt. | 


Detroit 


By Fred Tew 

(TU 5-8694) 

Arthur Bragg’s 1960 

Revue into rehearsal. 

Detroit-born Julie 

back here for minor surgery 
Alexander’ Blain Hospital. 

WJBK-TV’s Sagebrush Shorty 

will be special guest of CBS-TV’s 

Kangaroo June 6, instead of | 


Idlewild 


Harris came! 
at 


Mickey Mouse, Goofy and other | 
Disney creations have invaded the 
Detroit Institute of Arts in an 
exhibit “The Art of Animation.” | 

WXYZ prepping a big shindig to 
dedicate new $4,000,000 Broadcast 
House and executive offices in a 
suburban Detroit, set for June 4. 

Helen Thompson, a_ songstress | 
who has been sidelined by illness | 
a couple of years, hits comeback | 
trail June 26 at the Copa Club, 
Newport, Ky. | 

Eddie Hodges, Hoot Gibson, 
Gregory Peck and Don Murray due 
in town for a personal with UA 
Detroit press agent Howard Pearl 
ready to squire them around. 

Shirley Eder, WJR commentator, | 
taped three interviews with Jayne 


| Mansfield. The gals gabbed as they | 


roamed from room-to-room in the | 
heart-keyed Mansfield manse. 


Some 42 reps of leading Detroft | 
restaurants met recently to dis-| 
| cuss 


cancelling tieups with na- 
tional credit card systems. Prin- 
cipal gripe was against the seven 
per cent some take off the top. 
Plenty of sound and fury, but only 
the Knife and Fork Club and Cliff 


celled. 


address | 


{ 


Hollywood 


_ James Mason returned from 
London. 
Rhonda Fleming home from 


Cannes Film Festival. 

Verna Felton, 67, celebrated her 
60th year in show biz. 

Col. James Stewart reported to 
USAF for week’s training. 

Jule Styne here to audition 
talent for “Saturday Night.” 

Howard Gray elected board 
chairman of Southern California 
Broadcasters Assn. 
| Bob Carroll Jr. off on world tour 
| to gather material for Lucille Ball- 
| Desi Arnaz special. 
| Glenn Wallichs succeeds late 
Cecil B. DeMille on Board of Gov- 
ernors of Friars in California, 

Debbie Reynolds made _ one- 
minute briefie for National Tuber- 
culosis Assn.’s Christmas seals. 

Sidney P. Solow succeeds James 
Stewart as chairman of 1960 Motion 
Picture Permanent Charities drive. 

Dick Farrell succeeds Art Seid 
as head of tv editing for Martin 
gaa Productions at 20th-Fox- 
Vv. 

Carl Schaefer succeeds Luigi 
Luraschi as chairman of Interna- 
tional Committee of Assn, of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers. 

Mmes. Kirk Douglas and Johnny 
Green will co-chairman benefit 
preem of Goldwyn’s “Porgy and 
Bess” at Carthay July 15. 

Pat Conway heads group of 
celebs hopping to Boston for June 
19-21 charity preem of Treasure 
Island, new Hub recreation center, 


Chicago 
(Delaware 7-4984) 
Civic Theatre dark for summer. 
Fritzel’s installing strolling vio- 
linists at dinner hour. 
Show biz attorney Leo DeOrsey 


| here last week for Eversharp stock- 


holders meet. 

Leo Zabelin, former pressagent 
for roadshow pix, joined Max 
Cooper publicity firm. 

Herb Rogers opened group ticket 


' sales office in Loop for his Tent- 


house and Music Theatres. 

French chanteuse Fifi D’Orsay 
opens at suburban Mit tomorrow 
(Thurs.) following Olsen & John- 
son, 

Comic Manny Opper left Towa 
Casino after a 12-year engagement 


j}and is opening a drive-in eatery 


in the south. 

Vie Caesario, local drummer- 
singer, joined Novelties as perma- 
nent member when they were last 
in town at Black Orchid. 

Johnny Lewis orch voted mid- 
west’s best danceband in semi- 
finals of American Federation of 
Musicians national contest. 

Jam Handy producers Bernie 
Baker and Doug Sylvan in town 10 
days for the Hertz and RCA indus~ 
trial shows, both being held at the 
Blackstone. 

Dink Freeman, comic who has 
been basing here, bought into a 
new St. Louis nitery in the Am- 
bassador Hotel; will be working it 


| himself, along with a small combo 


Bandleader Puff Cannon an 
publicist Joe Cacioppo have formed 
a new firm, Cappwv Inc., specializ- 
ing in musical arrangements, man- 
agement, publicity and audition re- 
cording. 

Aaron Cuhman, whose office 
reps the Chez Paree and other 
show biz accounts, formed a part- 
nership in a second p.r. firm with 
White Sox owner Bill Veeck and 
Marsh Samuels of Cleveland. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker . 

Debbie Reynolds in town for 
convention show. 

Sally Starr due here July 3 to 
got Steel Pier Western Cowboys 
sessions underway. 

Gene Barry (Bat Masterson) 
guest of Jack Guischard as he ap- 
peared here for Super Market con- 
vention show. 

Paul “Skinny” D’Amato and wife 
Betty to entertain resort and out- 
of-town friends in supper room of 
500 Club this Friday (5). hs 

Al Owen, local radio personali- 
ty, to emcee 65th anniversary din- 
ner-dance of Press Club of Atlantie 
City this Saturday (6) at 500 Club. 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 

(201 Patterson Bldg.; JA 8333) 
| Red Lion, local i nitery re- 
| opened last week following its fire. 

Bill Fleming handling noon live- 
stock reports on KTIV, Sioux City. 

Abe Slusky reopened his Play- 
| land Park outdoor amusement 
centre in nearby Council Bluffs, Ia. 

Joe Baker, former co-owner of 
KBON here, joined with ex-ad 
| agency promoter Milton J. Stephan 


| Bell’s followed through and can-/in distribution of food supplement 


‘and vitamin products biz. 
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|active in studios until his retire-;|female pilot Isagel, Rg tare MARRIAGES 
‘ment in 1956. _ |danced by prima ballerina Mariane | Joon Biasienen Scher Scher 
| Wife, two brothers and two sis-| Orlando, dances to her death as | acon Hills May 24 e Both. “ 
OBI | | RI | ters survive. | the voice of the imprisoned poet- | thesps » May < are 
aeaeteere }ess is heard in the background. | S. a Je Flem , 
ELIZABETH COLLINS | After 24 years have passed and | Schickli ~~. a John - 
| Elizabeth Collins, 82, onetime |Mima’s attendant concludes this | Bride _s I — ‘cane : 
JOE KELLY atres in several towns in the area’ dancer and wife of Sim Collins, | tragic tale of technical disaster in| coy. he's a rep af Colambia 
Joe Kelly, 57, known best as at one time. Edward Grubel died | longtime vaude performer, died the following words: Artiste a A m3 he I . ‘Pons’ 
cuizmaster of the “Quiz Kids” for in 1936, and Mrs, Frank Grudel| May 29 in New York. Her husband | Deposited in our large a a oe 
13 vears on radio and tv, died of a became president of the theatre | trouped for years as a member of | pom: Bae 4 Coast tour. : 
heart attack May 26 in Oak Park, following her husband's death. the turn known as Collins & Hart | gi ma te further in Marythomas Helgeson to William 
| At the time of his death, he — Surviving, besides her husband, 6 a Tangney, Chicago, June 6. Bride is 
was working for Chicago educa- THELMA STRABEL is a daughter. Cesolate seas, = davghter of Douglas Helgeson, 
tional tv station, WITW, as co-pro-| , Thelma Strabel, novelist and —— re . ased from the sting of Cinerama manager in Chi 
Ullal tv . ° , ~ ri > “ks | pitte st . . . 
ducer and host of the kidshow, Short story writer whosé works ERIC ORBOM | a Virginia Vincent to Frank Lon- 
“Totem Club.” pong Ba ed into films, died May 28 Eric Orbom, 43, U-I art director, | -_ thre ugh everyone drew | don. Hollywood, May 9. Bride is an 
Odd it seems for the quizzer !" oe i — _ died of a heart attack May 23 inj] _— _ ***7vdnds wave. actress; he’s an actor 
of Quiz Kids, Kelly ended his for- pecorino cR mage | Wild wind” from Hollywood. He had been associated This is an outstanding modern Suzy Perette to Larry Wynn, 
mal education at the age of eight ne ent cl of the came ane and | With the studio since 1946. opera, based on a daring and re-| Now York, May 15. Bride's a fash- 
to join a traveling show as a boy “Undercurrent,” from her short His wife and three children sur- markable poem the audiet ce Was | jon designer; he’s an account exec 
‘ » billed as the Irish Night- story entitled. “You Were There.” | Vive- given a frightening vision of where | at Independent Television Corp 
When his voice changed he | ”"'gj om ; Med “aT —— this world may be leading. Out- , ; : 
; She also worked in Hollywood at =. ™ | ie Judy Keller to William Catalano, 
organi 1 dance band and late! Sagar Hoc gllie _ erre ci airmen ROBERT W. MOORE |standing Swedish talents have! p Seaed av 97 R : mye 
one time as a screen writer on = . “. ~ e . Pittsburgh, May 27. Bride's on the 
n summer stock. — stories other than her own. In pri- Robert W. Moore, 51, San Diego, | combined efforts to create a work staff of WIIC-TV. 
rted in radio in 1929 at vate life, she was Mrs. David P. Cal.. disk jockey, died of a heart reflecting the tragedy of the age:| Gaya Gilie:t to Shane Wilder 
ET rrr ee -¥ ; Sf tans oun Mane fty - = ‘ Shane ilder, 
on WELL, Battle Creek, Mich.. Goodwin. Her husband was killed attack May oe in that city. brother Composer Biomdahl, poets Martin- |; 45° Veg .: Mex 2 Meth one 
Chicago four years later jn an airplane accident 12 years Son, daughter, mother, brother con and Lindgren, artist Sven Er1x- thesps : » : 
to n WLS as staff announcer. ago and sister survive. on, choregrapher Akesson, young sec te - 
Phere he emceed “National Barn ae po 4 |and promising director Goran Gen- Carla Hoffman to Dr. Theodore 
D e”’ and created the radio per- — Mrs. Mary Louise Reavis, 53, ¢ ey nee wee a) ~ | Munsat, May 30, in Los Angeles. 
sol vy, Jolly Joe, for the long- BASIL YOUNG onetime “Vanities” showgirl, cied tele wage eg —s .* ng and | Bride is an actress and daughter 
ruining moppet show, “Jolly Joe | ..~/2Si! “Hap” Young, 85, retired | yay 27 in Menlo Park, Cal. Hus- | leading artists from the Royal Op- | of telefilm producer and former 
and His Pet Pals.” : circus performer and fair conces-| hang and three children survive. | ¢ta and Bailet VARIETY mugg Joe Hoffman 
vaphe sionaire, died May 21 in Attica, is Composer Blomdahi has com- 7 ; » Pilline ¢ — 
In 1940 he became quizmaster of Ind. Joini the Barnum & Bailey 4 : " . - : : : Carol Martha Pilling te Kimon 
w, “Quiz Kids,” and rode “he —- 0 a Se Father, of Lee Novak of Ker- bined ultra-modern music, folk mu- | @ Gregory, New York, May 31. He 
ror mee. . segueing Circus at the age of 13, he trouped | -.qi9 Record Network and thrush sic, church music, electronic music ite icagaptcs Ele esate er. fgets tg 
i » prominence, segueing with } irytnten mn pt is supervisor of broadcast opera 
5 with some of the top stars Of| wadeline K lied May 24 in and ballet The hig! ts of 
the program into television until it | yestervear before entering the fadeline Kern, died May < a aliet. 1e@ high poimts Of \tions for CBS-TV; oride is with 
went off the air in 1953. In 1956 he emt E - 1908 g New York. “Aniara are the jazz dance, the Northwest Orient ‘Airlines. 
§ ed on with WTTW for “Totem | ~ v, : : : _ dance in the hall of mirrors, the 
( 


Kells is in Oak Park Hospital 
at the time of his fatal heart attack 
} vering from minor surgery for 

her? It's understood he was in 
line fe a “This Is Your Life” 
honot em Ralph Edwards and | 
that preparations for the show had | 
I in | 


Wife and son survive, 

BELLE DAUBE 
Belle Daube, 71, onetime stage 
and screen actress also known as 
Harda Daube, died May 25 in 
Hollywood. A native of Northamp- 
ton, Eng., she came to the U.S. 
around the 


turn of the century. 








n Loving Memory of 


MARY WELCH 


Bryan 





equent years she was seen 
sroadway in some 10 plays. 


Her credits included such pro- 
“Home Folks’ (1904), 
s Wife” (1905), “The Two 
1erbys” 61906), ‘Before and 
1907), “Peggy Machree” 
“Madam President” (1913), 
ind the Map” (1915) 
rie Antoinette” (1921) 
Her last 
Wes in the 1925 presentation of 
O Nightingale.” Before her mar- 
riage to Jacques Vinmont of Holly- 
\ i, she was a buyer for Bergdorf 
Coodman in New York 
Survived by her husband. 


cuctions as 
cntel 

» 

] Wet 


LAWRENCE BEATUS 


Laurence Beatus, 74, a former 
executive for Loew's Theatres died 
N 29 in New York, after a long 
] ess 

He started in 1912 as treasurer 
for the old Yorkville Theatre in 
New York, and later served in 
managerial capacities for film 


ses in 
onto, 


Brooklyn, 
Canada 
ing a ten year stint as manager of 
Loew's Palace Theatre 
ington, he 
4s a division manager for the met- 
ropolitan area, a post he held until 
his retirement in March, 1952. 
He is survived by his wife and 


Oo sons, 


Denver and 


‘ 


LEFF POUISHNOFF 

Leff Pouishnoff, 68, classical 
pianist, died May 28 in Hampstead, 
London. Born in Russia, he was an 
nfant prodigy. Son of a sugar fac- 
ti clerk, he gave his first concert 
when he was five, though he had 
never had a lesson. 

He was accompanist te Feodor 
Chaliapin and studied at St. Peters- 
irg before coming to London in 
921, where he became a favorite 
* concert audiences. Pousihnoff 
aged an endless battle against 
or pianos and once walked out 


t 
] 
( 
¥ 
re 
Satisfied with the instrument. 

Survived by his wife, Dorothy 
dreth, herself a pianist, 


JESSIE C. GRUBEL 

‘Irs. Jessie C. Grubel, 80, presi- 
cent of the Electric Theatre Co. 
hich operates a first-run house in 
Kansas City, Kans., died there May 
“3 after suffering internal injuries 
in an automobile accident. She was 
the widow of Frank C. Grubel, 
early day theatre owner who died 
in 1950 

Frank Grube! and a brother, Ed- 
ward, established the Electric The- 
‘re in 1906. They also had the- 


T 


was transferred to N.Y.| sarted with Peter Ostermayr in 


; recurrence 


Young, who ran a chain of food 
and game stands, was one of the 
oldest concessionaires at the Cali- 
fornia State Fair in Sacramento 
He operated a stand there for more 
than 50 years, retiring in 1958. 

DEIRDRE DIXON 

Deirdre Dixon, 24, ballerina, 


| died May 28 in London. She was 


seriously ill following an automo- 
bile accident two years ago, and a 
of her illness hap- 
pened two weeks ago, 

She was the wife cf Michael 
Somes, Dame Margot Fonteyn’s 


, partner. She had the leading role 


and | 


Broadway appearance ! 


In 1928, follow- | 


in Wash-| 


| 


a concert because he was dis- | 


in Frederick Ashton’s new ballet, 
“La Valse,” and last appeared at 
Covent Garden only two weeks ago 


in “Les Rendezvous” and “The 
Firebird.” 
ROBERT C. CARLIN 
Robert C. Carlin, 86, of the 
|, German dialect vaude team of 
Carlin & Otto, died May 28 in 


Buffalo. Starting in vaudeville in 
Philadelphia, he was an early 
partner of Edward S. Gallagher 
(& Shean) whom he left to team 
with Otto. 

Carlin & Otto was a regular 
dialect team in the old two-a-day 
Carlin’s first wife, Bella Parsons 
was a vaude performer. and after 
her death he married Pearl 
Courtwright who survives him. 


JAMES DUFFY 

James Duffy, 75, veteran circus 
owner, died May 23 while tenting 
in Cookstown, Ireland. Duffy 
whose family has been associated 
with the Irish circus business for 
a century, toured Ireland for 40 
years. 

Surviving are his wife, a member 
of the Kayes circus family: a 
daughter and seven sons. All of 
the sons are in the circus field 
brother, John Duffy, runs another 
family circus. 


FRANZ KOCH 
Franz Koch, 61, one of the best 
known German film cameramen, 
died April 28 in Munich of a lung 
infection, 
Koch made more than 150 films, 


siding greatly in the development | 


of German filming techniques. He 


Munich before the first World War 
and made such classics as “Boy- 
cott.,” “The Mother of the Com- 
pany” and “Border Fire.” He 
made 30 films since 1945. 


MARTIN FONTANA SR. 

Martin Fentana Sr., 62, died Mey 
29 in N. Y. of heart disease. He 
was long property master of the 
Guild Theatre, dating from open- 
ing of house in 1925 under Theatre 
Guild ownership. 

After the fashion in the Stage- 
hands Union (IATSE) where many 
jobs pass ‘0 sons or nephews, his 
son Martin Jr. is now property 
master at the same house, now 
known as The Anta. 


LEONARD D. BRETT 
Leonard Darke Brett, 52, execu- 
tive producer with Associated Tele- 
vision, died May 24 in London. He 


served with H. M. Tennent as a 
Stage director until the outbreak 
of Worid War II. 

On demobilization he became 
house manager for the London 
Mask Theatre at the Duchess. He 
joined BBC-TY in 1947. 





JOE GILBERT 


Joe Gilbert, 56, vet actor, died | creases, 


His | 


| Daisi Doody 


| Technician III 








Mother, 86, of actor William 
Powell, died May 27 in her Palm 
Springs, Cal., home. 


Father, of ABC-TV prexy Oliver 
Treyz, died of heart attack May 26 
in Livingston Manor, N. Y. 


Sir Alfred E. Shennan, 71, the-| 
architect, died recently in 
Liverpool, Eng. 


atre 











Swedish Space Opera 








Continued from page 1 


ee 

Academy of Art), ~*o has painted 
the scenery, has ec: gay sets 
with May poles aroum: which the 


passengers dance in their sexy, yet 
sterile, earthy manner. Suddenly | 
Aniara gets off its course. The 
steering mechanism jams. Space 
ship heads out of our solar system | 
towards the constellation § Lyra. | 
Panic breaks out on board. The 
gaiety in the scenery is trans- 
formed into emptiness and the May 
poles take on the impression of 
dark crosses of death. 


The near-hysterical passengers | 
turn for aid to the television-in- 
spired apparatus, Mima, which 


conveys images from all ages and 
all parts of the universe. The 
mechanical goddess, a communica- 
tion machine that far surpasses any 
electronic brain, becomes the cen- 
ter of attention and its attendant 
becomes the story-teller. Biom- | 
dahl has chosen electronic music 
for Mima. He says the taped mu-| 
sic “is accorded a specific symbol- 
ic function in the tension between 





Aniara 

Opera in two acts ‘seven scenes) pre- 
sented by Royal Opera Co. at Stockholm, | 
May 31, 1959. Music by Karl-Burger Blom- | 
dahl. Based on poem by Harry Martinson | 
as adapted by Erik Lindegren. Staged by 
Goran Gentele. Scenery, costumes by Sven 
Erixson Choregraphy, Birgit 
Conductor, Sixten Ehling. 
Blind Poetess oe Margareta Hallin 
Kjerstin Dellert 
Erik Saeden 
Arne Tyren 
Erik Viksirom 
Arne Ohlson | 
Bo Lundbor 
Olle Sivall | 
Mariane Orlando | 
Ragnar Ulfung 


Akesson 


Mima’s attendant .... 
“hefone 

Technician I . 
Technician I 


. Sven 


Comedian Sandon .... 
Isagel 


Stone Deaf and Dumb 


Dancers: Anne-Marie Wallin, Britt | 
Malmberg, Margaretha Jonsson, Margit | 
Lithander, Karin Hallman, Viola Aberle, 


Asa Hermansson, Marie-Louise Berthold 


technique and spirit, space and | 
earth.” When the earth is de-{ 
stroyed by a hydrogen explosion 
conveys this in shattering electror- 
ic sounds. 


: i ‘4 . ~ a . 
Act 2. Life continues on board", SCraPe 


but Mima, equipped with a con- 
science, dies in despair. To give 
the impression of increased space | 
on board they have built a hall of | 
mirrors before which some women 
dance in a weird and sexually ex- 
cited fashion. Later the blind poet- | 


|ess, sung with striking impact by 


Margareta, Hallin, appears as a} 
burning flame of longing on the 


. {lost space ship. 
began his career as an actor but| - < 


| moved into the production side and | 


A 20 Year Voyage | 

Their power of thought has bro- | 
ken down and imagination has died 
out as the passengers assemble to 


|celebrate the anniversary of 20 


| 


years of flight. The aging group 
sings a song of salvation. Sudden- 
ly the blind poetess appears to de- 
clare that she sees the city of 
Heaven. As her involvement in- 
she collapses and is re-| 





May 26 in Hollywood. Starting his | moved by two doctors. 


screen career in 1923, he was 


In the fourth and final scene, the | 


waliing song of the blind poetess 
and the dance of the female pilot, 
Isagel, 
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justices” he had suffered at hands 
of Mexican film industry the had | 
been inactive for almost three 
years before his recent acting 
chore in “La Cucaracha” and as- 
sistant director or stint in John | 
Huston’s “The Unforgiven”), | 
blamed a “bad press,” rushed up! 
to his bedroom for his .38 and 


bers of the fourth estate breaking | 
existing sprint records in getting | 


outside the house and to their 
cars. Mr. and Mrs. Hy Hollinger, 
(3) Fernandez was showing off daughter, New York, May 28. 


some of his trophies ‘among oth- 


ers for his inspired direction of | 'S 


“Puebierina,” prize winning pro- 

duction of years ago 

Dolores del Rio) and newspaper- | 

man made lour deprecatory noises: | 
(4) 


sultry, curvaceous senorita and | 
the gun began to pop. 

(5) The Fernandez version is 
that the press came at midnight | 
and, he like a gallant gentleman, | 
got out of bed to receive them. 
After ubout an hour or sv of 
drinking they became insulting so 
he used the pistol banging to clear 
his home. He meant no harm. 

Whatever the reason, an uneasy 
peace reigns in “La Muralla” (The 
Wall), fortress-like stronghold | 
that Fernandez calls home, located 
in the ritzy Coyoacan suburb. The 
director is nct answering phone 
calls and servants say that he is 
away 

“While the Mexican Association 
of Radio and Television Reporters 
is asking for “justice” toe avenge | 
the slight wounding of member 


|Carlos Haro Ocampo, one of the 


quartet the others present would 
prefer to have the entire affair 
drop. (Ricardo Perete, Jorge 
Uriza and lensman Armando Mo- 
reno.) They are not talking at the 
moment, but will have their stories 
ready if the “affair Fernandez” 
snowballs into a public issue. 

Much is made of fact that over 
two decades ago, in 1938, Fernan- 
dez was involved in another shoot- | 
wounding a_ studio 
technician in the head when di- 
rector was told not to leave a set 
in midst of filming. Victim died 
after a year but director flew over 
to Cuba unitil the heat died down. 

Whatever the outcome of the af- | 
fair, the comback of Fernandez is 
in jeopardy for the press is lash- 
ing out at him as “an alcoholic,” a 
“communist” and a generally un- 
reliable character. This contrary 
to the sympathetic treatment he 
received when he was sent back 
by U. S. immigration authorities, | 
while on his way to Cannes, when 
an Air France plane landed in 
New York for refueling. 

Morale of all this being that you 
may trade hot imprecations with 
members of the fourth estate, us- 
ing the choicest of four-letter ex- 


pletives, but never, never start 
throwing lead, It’s murder for a 
carger! 


| started banging way with mem-| president of MCA talent agency. 


tarring | 20 ard 
starring | 93 Father is a freelance record 


The inebriated members of | London, May 23. Mother is actress 

the press and the equally well-| Anne Rogers; father is an exec in 
}oiled Fernandez got into an argu-| the band biz of his father 
ment about charms of an unknown | Hall. 


i twin sons, Santa Monica, Cai., May 


| daughter, 


,;manager of United 


| BBC's “Togight” program. 


“Chaplin's ‘Comeback 


| objections, 
leally inspired. 


| ally unprecedented. UA feels that 


| where the man’s art can be appre- 
| ciated without his politics entering 


‘ture since “Limelight.” 
|The King in New York,” is a 
| satire on the U. S. and has failed 
ito excite critics abroad. Film has 
|never been seen in the States. 
| Latest news from Chaplin head- 


{him famous, 





Elizabeth Ann Raymond to 
Petor A. Dufresne, Burlington, Vt., 
May 16. He's a film ediier with 
WCAX-TV there. 

Shirley Brotman to Allan Blye, 
Winnipeg, May 26 Bride is a 
CBC ‘staffer; he’s a legit-tv actor. 

Dorothy White to Rubin Steele 
Frels, San Antonio, May 23. He is 
son of Mrs. Rubin Frels of Vic- 
toria, Tex., operator of the Frels 
Theatre Circuit, 

Dora Elia Zamora to Eduards 
Villarreal, San Antonio, May 30. 
Bride is with the Azteca Film Ex- 
change in that icty. 

Lee Reynolds to David Begel- 
man, New York, May 29. She's 
associate producer of “The Arthur 
Murray Party” tv show; he’s vice- 


BIRTHS 


Father is Holl of Variery; mether 
actress Gina Collens, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Ferber, twins, 
daughter, Chicago, May 


promoter in that city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hall, son, 


Henry 


Mr. and Mrs Bernard Glasser, 
26. Mother is former actress Joan 
Barry; father’s a film producer 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Sussman, 
New York, May 
eastern division sales 
Artisis Asso- 
ciated, distributors of telefilms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack DeHaven, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May , 26. 
Father’s on staff of WWSW. 

Mr. and Mrs. -iastair Sampson, 
daughter, London, May 27. Father 
contributes topical verse to the 


" 
a 


Fcether is 


and Mrs. Carl 
daughter, San Antonio, recently. 
Father's nom-de-mike is Herb 
Carl, disk jockey and manager of 
KENS in that city 

Mr. and Mrs. Ford Rainey, son, 
New York, May 29. Father is legit 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Donahues, 
daughter, Philadelphia, May 22 
Father is a WFIL producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Julien, 
New York, Mav 28. Father 
Broadway legit producer. 


ee 


Mr Skoog, 


son, 
is a 





—-> 


=m Continued from pace | a 


“Limelight” opened. Before that, 
“Monsieur Verdoux” played at the 
Broadway in 1947. It did little 
business and ran into a storm of 
some of them politi- 





Moveover of a film from an artie 
to a Broadway showcase is virtu- 


that furore over Chaplin has sim- 
mered down by now to the pojnt 


the picture. % 
Chaplin has made another pic- 
It’s called 


quarters is that he plans to make 
a new picture in which he'll revive 
the “tramp” character which made 
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—a record breaking 
concert tour of 
81 cities reaching 
an in person 
audience of 


327,000! 
—now booking for 1960— 






4 ALBUMS on all 
BEST SELLER CHARTS 


@ SONGS OF THE 
7 FABULOUS CENTURY 





@ TILL 
@® NEAR YOU 


@ MORE SONGS OF 
THE FABULOUS 50's 


*the artist whc 


Direction 


Exclusively, KA PP RECORDS 


Television 
® Person to Person 
@ This Is Your Life 
® The Ed Sullivan Show (3) 
® Tennessee Ernie 
Ford Show 
® Cross Canada 
Hit Parade (CBC-TV) 
@ G.E. Showtime (CBC-TY) 
® Voice of Firestone 
® Patti Page Show 


ed 
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Personal Management. 
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Cape Canaveral had nothing to do with a 


musical missile named Roger Williams who 

blazed his way across the Steinway keys at 

Masonie Auditorium last night. Even the 

stage was crowded with 150 portaole seats 

for last-minute tomers who virtually 
ined on Williams , ) 
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PITTSBURGH PRESS 
"He had a sellout sweetmeats 


VANCOUVER SUN 
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FT. WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 


vTL pro ed 
amaz a selout 
aua ities are 
better yet he 
re ® full ad 
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His him as a 
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SEATTLE TIMES 
himself a e keyboard 
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a 
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LUBBOCK MORNING AVALANCHE, TEXAS 
Wiiltoms is ot + of truly formidable 
gilts. But his @ shows in the best 
sense of the v i, he has talents that 
extend far be 1 the keyboord ... He 
proved thot > rts yesterday at 


DETROIT NEWS 


ld be splitting 
mms varies 
' 
. His concert-kotreek'afcn 
aan c : s delight 


SHREVEPORT TIMES 


7 aphim 
t a J full of mus 
sica » soul full of heavenly har- 
mony and 1 hands f of universel 
rhyt y alighted on the local 
sia ind delight a sellout audi« 
enc nple srything from 
Ba 
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